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PEEFACE 

TO THE lONTH EDITION. 



Of the maay gaDant exploite and daring adTMitareB br 
land and by sea, wldoh have added to the reputation and 
noble deeds of ^hofllighmen, ihwe is none <^ wnioh we luure 
^ater reason to be prond than those perilous exploratknii 
in the Arctic Segions, whiqh wiU ever render the nine- 
teenth century a marked era in the hist<»y of Nations. 

Dancers and hardships seem rath^ -to attract than to 
appal me adrentarous Englishman, and priTate and publie 
explorations have £;>Uowed each other in such auiek 
succession, during the past ten years, that it has oeen 
somewhat difficult to keep pace with the record of them. 
Every succeeding voyager and traveller seems to have 
striven to outdo his predecessors in acquirinff fame^ 
and in the boldness ana during with which he nas pio- 
seouted his researdies. If we have had little opportunity lor 
the display of heroism in the comnetitive war struggle ok 
the ocean of late years* our naval ofiBeers have at least 
sought and gained reputatii^n in the icy fields of the Arctic 
iBeeions* in the extended ttaroh for our lost countrymen 
under 8k John I^anklm. The Chart of the Polar Eegiona 
will ever be a striking inemorial of what can be done bj 
brave hearts and willing hands. The highly wrought 
pictures of fiction fade before the simple and stem truths 
of reality, and the narratives of Arctic Discovery have an 
exciting interest and thrilling pathos, which will ever 
render them deeply attractive to both old and younc in 
all ages. Even when the melancholy personal interestwhibh 
is now felt by those who mourn for relatives and friends 
lost in Arctic voyases shall have subsided, the stirring 
history recorded m mese pages will have an interest for 
future generations when all who have taken part in them 
shall have passed away. 

The love of adventure is inherent in the breast of the 
Englishman, and shows itself in a hundred varied shapeit 
but in none more prominently than in the desire to ex- 
plore unknown countries and distant re^ons. Maritime 
discovery has been the peculiar field of British enterprise 
and British glory, and m no quarter baa ^ isnEfiii ^ t&ssk^ 
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extended field of operation than in the channels airound 
the Iforth Pole, to restrain this energy and spirit of 
adventure within prudent lirnks is impossible. It will 
find scope for hazard in some quarter, whether it be in 
ascending Mont Blanc, penetrating the unknown rivers of 
Africa, Asia, or America, or exploring the interior of 
Australia. There are some restless spirits that shine out 
brightest in danger and daring, and the result of much of 
this^ research in distant quarters has certainly been bene- 
ficial. Many men have attained to distingaisned eminence 
by their courage, perseverance, and enterprise in accom- 
plishing journeys and voyages of great peril, and attended 
with immense difficulties. None can read ^e aooounts of 
the various journeys and voyages by land and sea to 
determine the question of a ifoi^ West Passage, and the 
late of the expedition under Sir John Frankhn, without 
beine impressed with admiraticm for the spirit of heroism 
whi^ sustained the explorers through so many perils 
and privations. 

In the following pages I have sought merely to furnish 
a simple digest of tke different voyages and toavels in the 
Arctic Segions, endingwith that final but satis£M3toi^ ex- 
pedition of Gapt. M'Clintock, which informed us of the 
fate of Sir Jolm Franklin and his ships, an inquiry that 
had previously bafBed all investigation. 

That this lotle work has reached a ninth edition, and 
met with so large and extended a sale, is to be attributed 
more to the general, na|r universal, interest which has been 
felt on iiie subject itself, than to any eredit I can assume 
for the narrative. Long, however, may the story of 
Arctic discovery be read and pondered over, whether at 
the fireside of our auiet English homes, at the mess 
table of our sailors and soldiers, iu the shepherd's hut of 
Australia, or in the log cabin of America ; wherever it 
may be that England's sons read over the detailed record 
of uiose bold deeds and adventurous discoverers, they will 
participate in the noble spirit of those who have lived and 
died in their country's service, and have lust reason to 
be proud that they too are Englishmen, and participators 
in the glory, honour, and renown which have been thus 
aohievea by many through great peril and suffering for 
the " land that bears a world-wide name." 

P. L. SiMMONDS. 

<^ WincKuter Street, Pimlico. 
Kavmber^i, 1859. 
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ARCTIC REGIONS. 



If we examine a map of Northern, or Arctic, America, 
showing what was known of the countries around the I^orth 
Pole in the commencement of the present century, we 
shall find that all within the Arctic circle was a complete 
blank. Mr. Heame had, indeed, seen the Arctic Sea in 
the year 1771; and Mr. Mackenzie had traced the river 
which now bears his name to its junction with the sea; 
but not a single line of the coast from Icy Cape to Baffin's 
Bay was known. The eastern and western shores of 
Greenland, to about 75° latitude, were tolerably well 
defined, from the visits of whaling vessels ; Hudson's 
Bay and Strait were partially known; but Baffin's Bay, 
according to the statement of Mr. Baffin, in 1616, was 
bounded by land on the west, running parallel with the 
90th meridian of longitude, or across what is now known 
to us as Barrow's Strait, and probably this relation led to 
the subsequently formed hasty opinion of Captain Sir 
John Boss, as to his visionary Croker Mountains, of 
which I shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

As early as the year 1527, the idea of a passage to the 
East Indies bythe North Pole was suggested by a Bristol 
merchant to Henry VIII., but no voyage seems to have 
been undertaken for the purpose of navigating the Polar 
seas, till the commencement of the following century, 
when an expedition was fitted out at the expense of certain 
merchants of London. To this attempt several others 
succeeded at different periods, and all of them were pro- 
jected and carried into execution by private individuals. 
The adventurers did not indeed accomplish the object they 
exclusively sought, that of reaching India by a nearer 
route than doubling the Cape of Good Hope, out tkQ>N\3^ 
they failed in that respect, the fotVivWdiQt ^«t%«s^'t«s!vsA^ 
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and skill which they manifested, exhibited the most irre- 
fragable proofs of the early existence of that superiority in 
naval aflfairs, -which has elevated this country to her present 
eminence among the nations of Europe. 

At length, after the lapse of above a century and a half, 
this interesting question became an object of Soyal patron- 
age, and the expedition which was commanded by Captain 
Phipps (afterwards Lord Mulgrave), in 1773, was fitted 
out at the charge of Government. The first proposer of 
this voyage was the Hon. Daines Barrington, F.E-.S., who, 
with indefatigable ai^siduity, began to collect every fact 
tending to establish the practicabihty of circumnavigating 
the Pole, and as he accumulated his materials he read them 
to the Royal Society, who, in consequence of these repre- 
sentations, made that application to Lord Sandwich, tnen 
Pirst Lord of the Admiralty, which led to the appointment 
of this first official voyage. Captain Phipps, however, 
found it impossible to penetrate the wall of ice which 
extended for many degrees between the latitude of 80^ 
and 81°, to the north of Spitzber^en. His vessels were 
the Macehorse and Carcass; Captam Lutwidge being his 
second in command, in the latter vessel, and having with 
him, then a mere boy. Nelson, the future hero of England. 

Prom the year 1648, when the famous Pussian navi- 
gator, Senor Deshnew, penetrated from the river Kolyma 
through the Polar into the Pacific Ocean, the Eussians 
have been as arduous in their attempts to discover a north- 
east passage to the north of Cape Shelatskoi, as the 
English have been to sail to the north-west of ^e Ame- 
rican continent, through Baffin's Bay and Lancaster Sound. 
On the side of the Pacific many eflforts have, within the 
last century, been made to further this object. In 1741, 
the celebrated Captain Behring discovered the straits 
which bear his name, as we are informed by MiiUer, the 
chronicler of Pussian discoveries, and several subsequent 
eommanders of that nation seconded his endeavours to 
penetrate from the American continent to the north-east. 
From the period when Deshnew sailed on his expedition, to 
the year 1764, when Admiral Tchitschagof, an indefatigable 
and active officer, endeavoured to force a passage round 
Spitzbergen, (which, although he attempted with a resolu- 
tion and skill which fall to uie lot of few, he was unable to 
effect,) and thence to the present times, including the 
arduous efforts of Captains Billings and Vancouver, and 
the more recent one of M. Von Wrangell, the Eussiang 
Lave been untiring in Heir attempts to discover a passage 
eAsiward% V> tho north of Cap« Taimur and Cape Shela^ 
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flkoi. And certainly, if skiU, perseverance, and courage, 
could have opened this passage, it wonld have b^a 
accomplished. 

Soon after the general peace of Europe, when war's 
alarms had given way to the high pursuits of science, the 
government recommenced the long-suspended work of 
prosecuting discoveries within the Arctic cirde. 

Ab expedition was despatched under the command of 
Sir J win Eoss, in order to explore the scene of the former 
labours of Frobisher and Bamn. Still haunted with the 
golden dreams of a north-west passage, which Barringtoa 
and Beaufoy had in the last age so enthusiastically advo^ 
cated, our nautical adventurers by no means relinquished 
the long-cherished chimera. 

It must be admitted, however, that the testimonv of 
Parry and Franklin pass for much on the other side of the 
question. Both these officers, whose researches in the 
cause of scientific discovery entitle them to very high 
respect, have declared it as their opinion that such a pas- 
sage does still exist to the north of the 75th degree of latU 
tude. 

Captain Parry, in the concluding remarks of his first 
voyage (vol. ii. p. 241) says, — ** Of the existence of a north- 
west passage to the Pacific, it is now scarcely possible to 
doubt, and from the sue<jess which attended our efforts 
in 1819, after passing through Sir James Lancaster's 
Sound, we were not unreasonable in anticipating its 
complete accomplishment," &c. And Franklm, in the 
eleventh chapter of his work, is of the same opinion, 
as to the practicability of such a passage. 

But in no subsequent attempt, eitiier by themselves or 
others, has this long sought desideratum been accomplished; 
impediments and barriers seem as thickly thrown in its 
way as ever. {CoL Mag,, voL xiii. p. 340.) 

An expedition was at length undertaken for the sole 
purpose of reaching the North Pole, with a view to the 
ascertainment of philosophical questions. It was planned 
and piaeed under the command of Sir Edward Parry, 
and ncre first the elucidation of phenomena connected 
^th ihds.imaginii^ axis of our pbaet formed the prunary 
otnect of mvestigation. 

My space and purposes in this work will not permit me 
to go into detul, ixj examining what Barrow justly terms 
" those brilliant periods of earl^ English enterprise, so con- 
apiooously displayed in every quarter of the globe, but in 
none, probably, to greater advantage than.isk'^^^^'^^V^^ 
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and perseverinff efforts to pierce through frozen seas, in 
their little slender barks, of the most miserable description, 
ill provided with the means either of comfort or safety, 
without charts or instruments, or any previous knowledge 
of the cold and inhospitable region through which they 
had to force and to feel their way ; their vessels oft beset 
amidst endless fields of ice, and threatened to be over- 
whelmed with instant destruction from the rapid whirling 
and bursting of those huge floating masses, known by th9 
name of icebergs. Yet so powerfully infused into the 
minds of Britons was the spirit of enterprise, that some of 
the ablest, the most learned, and most respectable men of 
the times, not only lent their countenance and support to 
expeditions fitted out for the discovery of new lands, but 
strove eagerly, in their own persons, to share in the glory 
and the danger of every daring adventure." 

To the late Sir Jonn Barrow, F.E.S., for so long a 
period secretary of the Admiralty, and who, in early Efe, 
nimself visited the Spitzbergen seas, as high as the 80th 
parallel, we are mainly indebted for the advocacy and pro- 
motion of the several expeditions, and the investigations 
and inquiries set on foot in the present century, and to 
the voyages which have been hitherto so successfully car- 
ried out as regards the interests of science and of our 
knowledge of the Polar regions. 

Although it is absurd to impute the direct responsibility 
for these expeditions to any other quarter than tne several 
administrations during which they were undertaken, there 
can be no question but that these enterprises originated in 
Sir John Barrow's able and zealous exhibition, to our 
naval authorities, of the several facts and arguments upon 
which they might best be justified and prosecuted as 
national objects. 

The sad fate of Sir John Franklin and his gallant 
companions has thrown a ^loom on the subject, but 
it ought to be remembered that, up to the present 
period, our successive Polar voyages have, without 
exception, given occupation to the energies and gallantry 
of British seamen, and have extended the realms of 
magnetic and general science, at an expense of lives and 
money quite insignificant, compared with the ordinary 
dangers and castudties of such expeditions, and that it 
must be a very narrow spirit and view of the subject which 
can raise the cry of " Cui bono" and counsel us to relin- 
quish the honour and peril of such enterprises to Bussia 
and the United States of America ! 

It can scarcely be deemed out of place to giye here a 
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short notice of the literary labours of this excellent and 
talented man, as I am not aware that such an outline has 
appeared before. 

Sir John Barrow was one of the chief writers for 
the Quarterly Review, and his articles in that journal 
amount to nearly 200 in number, forming, when bound 
up, twelve separate volumes. All those relating to the 
Arctic Expeditions, &c., which created the greatest interest 
at the period they were published, were from his pen, and 
consist chiefly of the following papers, commencing from 
the 18th volume :— On Polar Ice ; On Behring's Straits and 
the Polar Basin ; On Eoss's Voyage to Baffin's Bay ; On 
Parry's First Voyage; Kotzebue's Voyage; Franklin's 
First Expedition; Parry's Second and Third Voyages, 
and Attempt to Eeach the Pole ; Franklin's Second Expe- 
dition; Lyon's Voyage to Repulse Bay; Back's Arctic 
Land Expedition, and his Voyage of the Terror, Besides 
these he published " A Chronological History of Voyages 
to the Arctic Seas," and afterwards a second volume, " On 
the Voyages of Discovery and Research within the Arctic 
Regions." 

He also wrote lives of Lord Macartney, 2 vols. 
4to; of Lord Anson and Howe, each 1 vol. 8vo; of 
Peter the Great ; and an Account of the Mutiny of the 
Bounty, (in the " Family Library ;") " Travels in 
Southern Africa," 2 vols. 4to ; and " Travels in China and 
Cochin China," each 1 vol. 4to. 

In the " Encyclopaedia Britannica " are ten or twelve of 
his articles, and he wrote one in the JEdinburffk Review by 
special request. 

In addition to these Sir John Barrow prepared for the 
press innumerable MSS. of travellers in all parts of the 
globe,ithe study of geography being his great deUght, as 
is evidenced by his having founded the Royal Geographical 
Society of London, which now holds so mgh and influen- 
tial a position in the learned and scientiflc world, and 
has advanced so materially the progress of discovery and 
research in all parts of the globe. Lastly, Sir John 
Barrow, not long before his death, published his own 
autobiography, in which he records the labours, the toil, 
and adventure, of a long and honourable public life. 

Sir John Barrow has described, with voluminous care 
and minute research, the arduous services of all the chief 
Arctic voyagers by sea and land, and to his volume I must 
refer those who wish to obtain more extensive details and 
particulars of the voyages of preceding centoivB^, 'SA\i3«» 
also graphically set forth, to WBe "in* ctsftdl ^ot^^ ^"^ '"Ss^sa 
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sereral characters and conduct, so uniformly displayed in 
their unflinching perseverance in difficulties of no ordinary 
description, their patient endurance of extreme suflering, 
foome without murmuring, and with an equanimity and 
fortitude of mind imder the most appalling distress, rarely, 
if ever, equalled, and such as could only be supported by 
a superior degree of moral courage and resignation to the 
y*. - Divme will— displaying virtues like those of no ordinary 
\ caste, and such as will not fail to excite the sympathy, and 

challenge the admiration, of every right-feeling reader." 

Hailuyt, in his " Chronicle of Voyages," justly ob- 
serves, that we should use much care in preserving the 
memories of the worthy acts of our nation. 

The different sea voyages and land journeys of the pre- 
sent century towards the North Pole have redoundea to 
the honour of our country, as well as reflected credit on 
the characters and reputation of the officers engaged in 
them ; and it is to these I conflne my observations. 

The progress of discovery in the Arctic regions has 
been slow but progressive, and much still within the limits 
of practical navigation remains yet unexplored. As 
Englishmen, we must naturally wish that discoveries 
which were first attempted by the adventurous spirit and 
maritime skill of our countrymen, should be finally 
achieved by the same means. 

" Wil it not," says the worthy " preacher," Hakluyt, 
" in all posteritie be as great a renown vnto our English 
natione, to have beene the first discouerers of a sea beyond 
the North Cape, (neuer certainely knowen before,) and of 
a conuenient passage into the huge empire of E>ussia, by 
the Bale of St. Nicholas and of the Eiuer of Duma, as for 
the Portugales, to have found a sea beyond the Cape of 
Buona Esperanza, and so consequently a passage by sea 
into the East Indies P" 

I cordially agree with the Quarterly Beview, that 
** neither the country nor the naval service will ever beheve 
they have any cause to regret voyages which, in the eyes . 
of foreigners and posterity, must confer lasting honour 
upon both." 

The cost of these voyages has not been great, while the 
consequences will be permanent ; for it has been well re- 
marked, by a late writer, that " the record of enterprising 
hardihood, physical endurance, and steady perseverance, 
displayed in overcoming elements the most adverse, will 
u>it^ remain among the worthiest memorials of human 
^Dtennse. " 
''Mow ahall I admire," says Putchaa, •' -joxa \ieto\& 
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conra^, ye marine worthies, beyond all names of woiv 
thiness ! that neyther dread so long ejrther the presence or 
absence of the sonne ; nor those fog^ mysts, tempes- 
tuous winds, cold blasts, snowe and hayle in the ayre^ 
nor the unequall seas, which might amaze the hearer, and 
amate the beholder, when the Tritons and Neptune's 
selfe would quake with chilling feare to behold sucn mon- 
strous icie ilands, renting themselves withterrour of their 
own massines, and disdjayning otherwise both the sea's 
sovereigntie and the sunne's hottest violence, mustering 
themselves in those watery plaines where they hold a con- 
tinual civill warre, and rusning one upon another, make 
windes and waves give backe ; seeming to rent the eares 
of others, while they rent themselves with crashing and 
splitting their congealed armours." 

So tluckly are the polar seas of the northern hemisphere 
clustered with lands, that the long winter months serve to 
accumulate Held ice to a prodigious extent, so as to form 
an almost impenetrable barrier of hyperborean frost — 

** A crystal payement by the breath of Heayen 
Cemented firm.** 

Although there are now no new continents left to dis- 
cover, our intrepid British adventurers are but too eager 
to achieve the bubble reputation, to hand down their 
names to foture ages for patient endurance, zeal, and en* 
terprise, by explorations of the hidden mysteries of— 

*' the fiigid zone, 
TVhere, for relentless months, continual night 
Holds o'er the glittering waste her starry light ;* 

by undergoing perils, and enduring privations and 
dangers, which the mind in its reflective moments 
shudders to contemplate. 

It is fair to conjecture that, so intense is the cold, and 
so hmited the summer, and consequently so short the 
time allowed for a transit within the Arctic circle, from 
Baffin's Bay to Behring's Straits, that a passage, even if 
discovered, will never be of any use as a channel. It 
is not likely that these expeditions would ever have been 
persevered in with so much obstinacy, had the prospects 
now opening on the world of more practicable con- 
nexions with the East been known forty years ago, 
Now that the sacred demands of hmx\ai^t^ V^sk^^ Nawsa. 
smswered, very little more wi\l\>e\ie«3C^ ^Socro^ ^iiaa \tfsii'^aB^ 
west passage to Asia; vrhicbL, \i evct ioxoA* ^^^'^^^^'^s- 
tdwaya hazardous and protiaoted, '?iViiBii «k^^«N» «sA.^a^^»- 
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one can be accomplislied by raUroads tbrougli America, or 
canals across the Isthmus. 

A thorough knowledge of the relative boundaries of 
land and ocean on this our globe has in all ages, and bj 
all countries, been considered one of the most important 
desiderata, and one of the chief features of popular infor- 
mation. 

But to no country is this knowledge of such practical 
utihty and of such essential importance as to a maritime 
nation like Great Britain, whose mercantile marine visits 
«very port, whose insular position renders her completely 
dependent upon distant quarters for half the necessary 
supplies, whether of food or luxury, which her native 
population consume, or which the arts and manufactures^ 
of which she is the emporium, require. 

With a vast and yearly increasing dominion, covering 
almost every re^on of the habitable globe, — ^the chart 
of our colonies bemg a chart of the world in outline, for we 
sweep the globe ana touch every shore, — it becomes neces- 
sary that we should keep pace with the progress of 
Colonization, by enlarging wherever possible our maritime 
discoveries, completing and verifying our nautical surveys, 
improving our meteorological researches, opening up 
new and speedier periodical pathways over the oceans 
which were formerly traversed with so much danger, 
doubt, and difficulty, and maintaining our superiority as 
the greatest of maritime nations, by sustaining that high 
and distinguished rank for naval eminence which has ever 
attached to the British name. 

The arduous achievements, however, of our nautical 
discoverers have seldom been appreciated or rewarded as 
they deserved. We load our naval and military heroes — 
the men who guard our wooden walls and successftdly 
fight our battles— with titles and pensions; we heap 
upon these, and deservedly so, princely remuneration ana 
ail manner of distinctions; but for the heroes whose 
patient toil and protracted endurance far surpass the tur- 
moil of war, who peril their Hves in the cause of science, 
many of whom fall victims to pestilential climates, famine, 
and the host of dangers which environ the voyager and 
traveller in unexplored lands and unknown seas, we have 
o nly a place in the niche of Fame. 

What honours did England as a maritime nation 
confer on Cook, the foremost of her naval heroes, — a man 
whose life was sacrificed for his country? His widow 
had an annuity of 200^., and his surviving children 
25/. each per annum. And this is the reward paid to the 
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most eminent of our naval discoverers, before whom 
Cabot, Drake, Frobisher, Magellan, Anson, and the arctic 
adventurers, Hudson and Bafui, — although adl eminent for 
their discoveries and the important services they rendered 
to the cause of nautical science, — ^sink into insignificance ! 
If we glance at the results of Cook's voyages we find that 
to him we are indebted for the innimierabie discoveries of 
islands and colonies planted in the Pacific ; that he deter- 
mined the conformation, and surveyed the numerous bays 
and inlets, of New Holland; established the geogra- 
phical position of the north-western shores of America ; 
ascertained the trending of the ice and frozen shores to 
the north of Behring's Straits; approached nearer the 
South Pole, and made more discoveries in the Australian 
regions, than all the navigators who had preceded him. 
On the very shores of tneir vast empire, at the ex- 
tremity of Xamtschatka, his active genius first taught 
the Eussians to examine the devious trendings of the 
lands which border the Frozen Ocean, in me neigh- 
bourhood of the Arctic circle. He explored both me 
eastern and western coasts above Behring's Straits to so 
high a latitude as to decide beyond doubt the question as 
to the existence of a passage round the two continents. 
He showed the Russians how to navigate the dangerous 
seas between the old and the new world ; for, as Coxe has 
remarked, "before his time, everything was uncertain 
and confused, and though they had imdoubtedly reached 
the continent of America, yet they had not aseertained 
the line of coast, nor the separation or vicinity of the two 
continents of Asia and America." Coxe, certainly, does 
no more than justice to his illustrious countryman when 
he adds, " the solution of this important problem was re- 
served for our great navigator, and every Englishman 
must exult that the discoveries of Cook were extended 
further in a single expedition, and at the distance of 
half the globe, than the E-ussians accomplished iu a long 
series of years, and in a region contiguous to their own 
empire.** 

Look at Weddell, again, a private trader in seal-skins, 
who, in a frail bark of 160 tons, made important dis- 
coveries in the Antarctic circle, and a voyage of greater 
length and peril, through a thousand miles of ice, than had 
previously been performed by any navigator, paving the 
way for the more expensively fitted expedition under 
Sir James Boss. Was Weddell remunerated on a scale 
commensurate with his important services P 

Half a century ago the celebrated ^twk^ cA "^Lxs^c^aifix^ 
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by a series of soundings and observations taken in tbe 
ited Sea, now the great highway of overland eastern 
traffic, rendered its navigation more secure and punctual. 
How was he rewarded by the then existing ministry P 

Take a more recent instance in the indefatigable energy of 
lieutenant Waghom, II.N., the enterprising pioneer of the 
overland route to India. "What does not the commerce, the 
character, the reputation, of this country owe to his inde- 
fatigable exertions, in bringing the metropolis into closer 
connexion with our vast and important Indian empire ? 
And what was the reward he received for the sacrifices ho 
made of time, money, health, and life P A paltry annuity to 
himself of lOO^., and a pension to his widow of 25L per 
annum! 

Is it creditable to us, as the first naval power of the 
world, that we should thus dole out miserable pittances, 
or entirely overlook the successful patriotic exertions and 
scientific enterprises and discoveries of private adven- 
turers, or public commanders P 

The attractions of a summer voyage along the bays and 
seas where the sun shines for four months at a time, ex- 
ploring the bare rocks and everlasting ice, with no com- 
panion but the white bear or the Arctic fox, may be all 
very romantic at a distance ; but the mere thought of a 
winter residence there, frozen fast in some solid ocean^ 
with snow a dozen feet deep, the thermometer ranging 
from 40° to 50° below zero, and not a glimpse of the 
blessed sun from November to February, is enough to 
give a chill to all adventurous notions, ^ut the officers 
and men engaged in the searching expeditions after 
Sir John Fnuiklin calmly weighed all these difficulties, 
and boldly went forth to encounter the perils and dangers 
of those icy seas for the sake of their noble fellow-sailor, 
whose fate was so long a painful mystery to the 

world. 

It has been truly observed, that " this is a service for 
which all officers, however brave and intelligent they may 
be, are not equally qualified; it requires a peculiar tact, 
an inquisitive and persevering pursuit after detaxls of fact, 
not always interesting, a contempt of danger, and an 
enthusiasm not to be damped by ordinary difficulties." 

The records which I shall have to pve in these pages of 

yoyages and travels, unparalleled m their perils, their 

duration, and the protracted sufferings which many of 

tihem entailed on the adventurers, will bring out in bold 

relief the prominent characters wko "have ^goie^m Arctic 

•Disoorezy, and irhose names will deBceiiii^ V^^^^^^^'J*^^^"" 



FIBST VOYAGE OP CAPTAIN ROSS. 11 

blazoned on tlie scroll of Fame, for their bravery, theip 
patient endnrance, their skill, and, above all, their firm trust 
and reliance on that Almighty Being who, although He may 
have tried them sorely, has never utterly forsaken them. 

Capt. John Boss's Votaqe, 1818. 

In 1818, His Eoyal Highness the Prince Eegent having' 
signified his pleasure that an attempt should be made to 
find a passage by sea between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
were pleased to fit out four vessels to proceed towarils 
the Worth Pole, under the command of Captain John 
Hoss. No former expedition had been fitted out on 
so extensive a scale, or so completely equipped in every 
respect as this one. The circumstance which mainly led 
to the sending out of these vessels, was the open character 
of the bays and seas in those regions, it having been ob- 
served for the previous three years that very unusual 
quantities of the Polar ice had floated down into the 
Atlantic. In the year 1817, Sir John Barrow relates that 
the eastern coast of Greenland, which had been shut up 
with ice for four centuries, was found to be accessible from 
the 70th to the 80th degree of latitude, and the inter- 
mediate sea between it and Spitzbergen was so entirely 
open in the latter parallel, that a Hamburgh ship had 
actually sailed along this track. 

On the 15th of January, 1818, the four ships were put in 
commission — the Isabella, 385 tons, and the Alexander, 
2ih2 tons — ^under Captain Eoss, to proceed up the middle 
of Davis's Strait, to a high northern latitude, and then to 
stretch across to the westward, in the hope of being able 
to pass the northern extremity of America, and reach 
Behring's Strait by that route. Those destined for the 
Polar sea were, the Dorothea, 382 tons, and the Trent, 249- 
tons, which were ordered to proceed between Greenland 
and Spitzbergen, and seek a passage through an open 
Polar sea, if such should be found in that direction. 

I shall take these voyages in the order of their publica* 
tion, Eoss having given to the world the account of his 
voyage shortly aS;er his return in 1819 ; while the narra- 
tive of the voyage of the Dorothea and Trent was only 
published in 18&, by Captain Beechey, who served ^» 
lientenant of the Trent, during the voyag;e. 

The following were the officers &e. a? ^i^xft ^dc^^ ^isAsst: 
Captain Ross : — 
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Isabella, 

Captain — John Boss. 

Lieutenant — ^W. Robertson. 

Purser — W. Tliom. 

Surgeon — John Edwards. 

Assistant Surgeon—C. J. Beverley. 

Admiralty Midshipmen — ^A. M. Skene and James Clark 

Boss. 
Midshipman and Clerk — J. Bushnan. 
Greenland Pilots — B. Lewis, master ; T. Wilcox, mate. 
Captain (now Colonel) Sabine, B.A. 
John Sacheuse, an Esquimaux interpreter. 
45 petty officers, seamen, and marines. 

Whole complement, 57. 

Alexander, 

Lieutenant and Commander— William Edward Parry, 

(now Captain Sir Edward.) 
Lieutenant— H. H. Hoppner (a first-rate artist.) 
Purser — W. H. Hooper. 

Greenland Pilots — J. Allison, master ; J, Philips, mate. 
Admiralty Midshipmen — P. Bisson and J. Nius. 
Assistant Surgeon — ^A. Eisher. 
Clerk — J, Halse. 
28 petty officers, seamen, &c. 

Whole complement, 37. 

On the 2nd of May, the four vessels being reported fit 
for sea, rendezvoused in Brassa Sound, Shetland, and 
the two expeditions parted company on the following day 
for their respective destinations. 

On the 26th, the Isabella fell in with the first iceberg, 
which appeared to be about forty feet high and a thousand 
feet long. It is hardly possible to imagine anything more 
exquisite than the variety of tints which these icebergs 
display ; by night as well as by day they ghtter with a 
vividness of c<3our beyond the power of art to represent. 
While the white portions have the brilliancy of silver, 
their colours are as various and splendid as those of the 
rainbow ; their ever-changing disposition producing effects 
as singular as they are new and interestmg to those who 
have not seen them before. 

On the 17th of June, they reached Waygatt Soimd, 
bevond Diaco IsJand, where they found forty-five whalers 
detained by the ice, Waygatt Island, from. Q\i^eT\«L\AOTA 
^aJren on shore, was found to be 5^ lon^XM^a «si^ "^ 
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miles of latitude from the situation as laid down in the 
Admiralty Charts. 

They were not able to get away from here tOl the 20th, 
when me ice bepan to break. By cutting passages through 
the ice, and by dint of towing and warping, a slow progress 
was made with the ships untS the 17th of July, when two 
ice-floes closing in upon them, threatened ineviteble de- 
struction, and it was only by the greatest exertions that 
they hove through into open water. The labours of 
warping, towing, and tracking were subsequently very 
severe. This tracking, although hard work, afforded 
great amusement to the men, giving frequent occasion for 
the exercise of their wit, when some of the men occasion- 
ally fell in through holes covered with snow or weak parts 
of the ice. 

Very high moimtains of land and ice were seen to the 
north side of the bay, which he named Melville's Bay, 
forming an impassable barrier, the precipices next the sea 
being from 1000 to 2000 feet high. 

On the 29th of June, the Esquimaux, John Sacheuse, 
who had accompanied the expedition from England as 
interpreter, was sent on shore to communicate with the 
natives. About a dozen came off to visit the ship, and, 
after being treated with coffee and biscuit in the cabin, 
and having their portraits taken, they set to dancing Scotch 
reels on the deck of the Isabella with the sailors. 

Captain Boss gives a pleasant description of this scene 
— " SacheuuBe*s mirth and joy exceeded all bounds ; and 
with a good-humoured officiousness, justified by the 
important distinction which his superior knowledge now 
gave him, he performed the office of master of the cere- 
monies. An Esquimaux M.C. to a ball on the deck of 
one of H.M. ships in the icy seas of Greenland, was an 
office somewhat new, but Kash himself could not have 

Serformed his functions in a manner more appropriate. It 
id not belong even to Nash to combine in his own person, 
like Jack, the discordant qualifications of seaman, inter- 
preter, draughtsman, and master of ceremonies to a ball, 
with those of an active fisher of seals and a himter of 
white bears. A daughter of the Danish resident (by an 
Esquimaux woman), about eighteen years of age, and by 
far the best-looking of the hafi-caste group, was the object 
of Jack's particular attentions ; which bemg observed by 
one of our officers, he gave him a lady's shawl, ornaxsLQ>ici^<^^ 
with spangles, as an offering for n^T wicer^Xaa^a^. ^^ 
presented it in a most respectM, aad TiO^ ^oax^^-^*^^ 
JUBimer to the damse], who baahMVy tooV «. ^^^'^^^ ^c>ai«. 
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£rom her finger and gave it to him in retnm, rewarding^ 
him, at the same time, with an eloquent smile, which 
conld leave no donbt on our Esquimaux's mind that he 
had made an impression on her heart." (Vol. 1, p. 67-8.) 
On the 5th of August the little auks (Mergulus alle,) 
were exceedingly abundant, and many were shot for food, 
as was also a large guU, two feet nve inches in len^h, 
which, when HUed, £sgorged one of these little birds 
entire. 

A fortnight later, on two boats bein^ sent from the 
Isabella to procure as many of these birds as possible, 
ibr the purpose of preserving them in ice, they returned 
at midnight wilii a boat-load of about 1500, having, on an 
average, killed fifteen at each shot. The boats of the 
Alexander were nearly as successfiil. These birds were 
afterwards served daily to each man, and, among other 
ways of dressing them, they were found to make excellent 
soup— not inferior to hare soup. Not less than two 
hundred auks were shot on the 6th of August, and served 
out to the ships* companies, among whose victuals they 
proved an agreeable variety, not having the fishy flavour 
that might be expected from their food, which consists of 
Crustacea, small nshes, mollusca, or marine vegetables. 

On the 7th of August the ships were placed in a moet 
<n*itical situation by a gale of wmd. The Isabella was 
lifted by the pressure of ice floes on each side of her, and 
it was doubted whether the vessel could long withstand 
the grips and concussions she sustained ; " every support 
threatened to give way, the beams in the hold began to 
bend, and the iron water-tanks settled together. The two 
vessels were thrown with violent concussion against each 
other, the ice-anchors and cables broke one after the other, 
a boat at the stem was smashed in the collision, and the 
masts were hourly expected to go by the board ; but at 
this juncture, when certain destruction was momentarily 
looked for, by the merdftd interposition of Providence 
the fields of ice suddenly opened and formed a clear passage 
for the ships," 

A singular physical feature was noticed on the part 
of the coast near Cape Dudley Bigges : — " We have 
discovered (says Soss) that the snow on the face of the 
clifls presents an appearance both novel and interesting, 
being apparently stamed or covered by some substance 
whidn gave it a deep crimson colour This snow was 
penetrated in many plaoes to a depth of ten or twelve feet 
fy the colourmg znattec, * There is uoll^^u^iie^tVQi^QH^Tt 
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according to Barrow, in the discovery of red snow. Pliny, 
and other writers of his time, mention it. Saussure found 
it in various parts of the Alps ; Martin found it in Spitas- 
bergen, and no doubt it is to be met with in most alpine 
regions. 

in the course of this tedious, and often laborious, pro- 
gress through the ice, it became necessary to keep the 
whole of the crew at the most fatiguing work, sometimes 
for several days and nights without intermission. When 
this was the case, an extra meal was served to them at 
midnight, generally of preserved meat ; and it was found 
that this nourishment, when the mind and body were both 
occupied, and the sun continually present, rendered them 
capable of remaining without sleep, so that they often 
passed three days in this manner without any visible 
inconvenience, returning after a meal to their labour on 
the ice or in the boats quite refireshed, and continuing 
at it without a murmur. 

After making hasty and very cursory examinations of 
Smith's and Jones' Sounds, Eoss arrived on the 30th of 
August off the extensive inlet, named by Baffin Lancaster 
Sound. The entrance was perfectly clear, and the sound- 
ings ranged from 650 to 1000 fathoms. I shall now quote 
Boss's own observations on this subject, because from 
his imfortunate report of a range called the Croker moun- 
tains, stretching across this Strait, has resulted much of 
the ridicule and discredit which has attached to his 
accounts, and clouded his early reputation — "On the 31st 
(he says) we discovered, for the first time, that the land 
extended from the south two-thirds across this apparent 
Strait; but the fog which continually occupied that 
quarter, obscured its real figure. During the day, much 
interest was excited on board by the appearance of this 
Strait. The general opinion, however, was, that it was 
only an inlet. The land was partially seen extending 
across ; the yellow sky was perceptible. At a little before 
4 o'clock a.m., the land was seen at the bottom of the 
inlet by the officers of the watch, but before I got on 
deck a space of about seven degrees of the compass was 
obscured by the fog. The land which I then saw was a 
high ridge of mountains extending directly across the 
bottom of the inlet. This chain appeared extremely high 
in the centre. Although a passage in this direction 
appeared hopeless, I was determined to «x?^t^ i^ c«a^ 
pletely. I therefore continued aW awi. "Mlt. d«^«^«^ *^^e» 
§aTgeon, who waa the most Bang\mxe,'?reiA'^^ft^^^^'^^ 
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nest, and at twelve reported to me that before it became 
thick he had seen the land across the bay, except for a 
very short space. 

" At three, I went on deck ; it completely cleared for tea 
minutes, when I distinctly saw the land round the bottom 
of the bay, forming a chaiu of mountains connected with 
those wluch extended along the north and south side. 
This land appeared to be at the distance of eight leagues, 
and Mr. Lewis, the master, and James Haig, leading man, 
being sent for, they took its bearings, which were inserted 
in the log. At this moment, I a£o saw a continuity of 
ice at the distance of seven miles, extending from one 
side of the bay to the other, between the nearest cape to 
the north, wnich I named after Sir George Warrender, 
and that to the south, which was named after Viscount 
Castlereagh. The mountains, which occupied the centre, 
in a north and south direction, were named Croker's 
Mountains, afiierthe Secretary to the Admiralty." (Vol. 1, 
p. 241-46, 8vo edit.) 

They next proceeded to Possession Bay, at the entrance 
of the Strait, where a great many animals were observed. 
Deer, fox, ermine, bears, and hares, were either seen, or 
proved to be, in abundance by their tracks, and the 
skeleton of a whale was found stranded about 500 yards 
beyond high water mark. Finding, as Soss supposed, no 
outlet tlmjugh Lancaster Strait, the vessels continued 
then* progress to the southward, exploring the western 
coast of Baffin's Bay to Pond's Bay, and Bootli's Inlet, 
discovering the trendmg of the land, which he named JS^orth 
Galloway, and North Ayr to Cape Adair, and Scott's 
Bay. 

On September the 10th, they landed on an island near 
Cape Egfington, which w^s named Agnes' Monument. A 
£ag-stan and a bottle, with an account of their proceedings, 
were set up. The remains of a temporary habitation of 
some of the Esquimaux were here observed, with a fire- 
place, part of a human skull, a broken stone vessel, some 
bones of a seal, burnt wood, part of a sledge, and tracks 
of do^s, &c. 

Wmle the boat was absent, two large bears swam off 
to the ships, which were at the distance of six miles from 
the land. They reached the Alexander, and were imme- 
diately attacked by the boats of that ship, and killed. 
One, which was shot through the head, imfortunately 
Bank; the other, on being wounded, attacked the boats, 
Mnd showed considerable plaV) but waa «Ai Ycni^^ %^c\3a»^ 
Md towed to the Isabella by ttie boats oi \)ot\L to^^* '^^^ 
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animal weighed llSl^lbs., besides the blood it had loat, 
which was estimated at 301bs. more. 

On the following day, Lieut. Parry was sent on shore to 
examine an iceberg, which was foimd to be 4169 yards 
long, 3869 yards broad, and 51 feet high, being aground in 
61 fathoms. When they had ascended to the to^, which 
was perfectly flat, they found a huge white bear in quiet 
possession of the mass, who, much to their mortification 
and astonishment, plunged without hesitation into the 
sea from the edge of the precipice, which was fifty feet 
high. 

From careful observation it was found that there was 
no such land in the centre of Davis Strait as James's 
Island, which was laid down in most of the charts. 
Nothing deserving of notice occurred in the subsequent 
course of the vessels past Cape Walsingham to Cumber- 
land Strait. 

The Ist of October having arrived, the limit to which 
his instructions permitted him to remain out, Eoss shaped 
his course homewards, and after encountering a severe 
gale off Cape Farewell, arrived in Grimsby Eoads on the 
14th of November. As respects the purposes of Arctic 
discovery, this voyage may be considered almost a blank, 
none of the important inlets and sounds of Baffin's Bay 
having been explored, and all that was done was to define 
more clearly the land-bounds of Davis Strait and Baffin's 
Bay, if we except the valuable magnetic and other obser- 
vations made by Capt. Sabine. The conmiander of the 
expedition was promoted to the rank of captain on paying 
on the ships in December, 1818. 

The account of his voyage, published by Capt. Boss, is 
of the most meagre and uninteresting description, and more 
than half fiEed with dry details of me outfit, copies of his-f 
instructions, of his routine letters and orders to his officers, 
&c, 

BUCHAN AND FbANZLIN. 

Dorothea and Trent to Pole, 1818. 

In conjunction with the expedition of Capt. John Boss, 
was that sent out to the coast of Spitzbergen, and of which 
Capt. Beechey has published a most interesting account, 
embeUished with some very elegant illustrations from hir 
pencil. The charge of it was given to Capt. D « "Bk^sJosbbl, 
who had a few years previously conduced ^i^er^ Sas^iifis^ 
Jng expedition mto the interior oi "Slewio^mS^ssA. ^^?d» 
^rst and moat important object o£ \l:na ex5«ftiSa$svi.^^aH»» 

c 
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discoyery of a passage over or as near the Pole, as might 
be possible, ana through Behring's Straits into the Pacific. 
But it was also hop^ that it might at the same time 
be the means of improving the geography and hydro- 
gjraphy of the Arctic regions, of which so little was at that 
time known, and contribute to the advancement of science 
and natural knowledge. The objects to which attention. 
wu specially pointed in the Admiralty instructions, were 
the variation and inclination of the magnetic needle, 
ihe intensity of the magnetic force, and how far it is 
affected by atmospherical electricity ; the temperature of 
^le air, the dip of the horizon, re&action, height of the 
tides, set and velocity of the currents, depths and sound- 
ing of the sea. Collections of specimens to illustrate the 
animal, mineral, and vegetable kingdoms, were also 
directed to be made. 

The officers and crew appointed to these ycsseU 
were: — 

Dorothea, 382 tons. 

Captain— David Buchan. 

lieutenant — ^A. MorelL 

Surgeon— John Duke. 

Assistant- Surgeon — W. G. Borland. 

Purser — John Jermain. 

Astronomer — Greorge Fisher. 

Admiralty- Mates— -C. Palmer and W. J. Dealy. 

Greenland Pilots — P. Bruce, master ; G. Crawfiird, mate* 

45 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 55. 

Trent, 249 tons. 

H lieutenant and Commander — John Franklin, 
lieutenant — ^Fred. W. Beechey (artist). 
Purser — W. Barrett. 
Assistant- Surgeon — ^A. Gilfillan. 
Admiralty Mates — A. Reid and George Back. 
Greenland Pilots — G. Fife, master, and G. Kirby, mate. 
30 Petty Officers and Seamen. 

Total complement, 38. 

Haying been properly fitted for the service and taken 
onboara two years provisions, the ships sailed on the 
25th of April. The Trent had hardly got clear of the 
lirar before she sprang a leak, and was detained in the 
part of Lerwick nearly a for^joitflit xmdeTg;ovn^ te^Bk«. 
^%i tte 18th d Majf tii^ udpa eneoxuoX/^^ « %«^ei» 
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^e, and under even storm staysails were buried gunwale 
deep in the waves. On the 24tli they sighted Chena 
Island, situated in lat. 74° 33' N^ and 1^. 17° 40' E., 
formerly so noted for its fishery, being much frequented 
by walruses, and for many years the Muscory Company 
carried on a lucrative tracle by sending ships to the island 
for oil, as many as a thousand animals being often ea^ 
tured by the crew of a single ship in the course of six or 
seven hours. 

The progress of the discovery ships through the small 
floes and huge masses of ice which floated in succession 
past, was slow, and these from their novelty were regarded 
with peculiar attention from the grotesque shapes they 
assumed. The progress of a vessel through such a laby- 
rinth of frozen masses is one of the most interesting sights 
tiiat ofler in the Arctic seas, and kept the officers and crew 
out of their beds till a late hour watching the scene. 
Capt. Beechey, the graphic narrator of the voyage, thui 
describes the general mipression created: — "There was 
besides, on this occasion, an additional motive for remain- 
ing up ; veiy few of us had ever seen ihe sun at midnight, 
and this night happening to be particularly clear, his broad 
red disc, curiously distorted by refraction, and sweeping 
majestically along the northern horizon, was an object ot 
imposing grandeur, which riveted to the deck some of our 
crew, who would perhaps have beheld with indifference 
the less imposing eflect of the icebergs ; or it might have 
been a combination of both these phenomena; for it 
cannot be denied that the novelty, occasioned by ihe 
floating masses, was materially heigntened by the singular 
effect produced by the very low altitude at which the sun 
cast his fiery beams over the icy surface of the sea. The 
rays were too oblique to illuminate more than the inequa- 
lities of the floes, and falling thus partially on the grotesque 
shapes, either really assumed by the ice or distorted by 
the unequal refraction of the atmosphere, so betrayed tlie 
imagination that it required no greai; exertion of mncy to 
trace in various directions architectural edifices, grottos 
and caves here and there glittering as if with precious 
metals. So generally, indeed, was the deception admitted, 
that, in directing the route of the vessel from aloft, we for 
awhile deviated from our nautical phraseology, and shaped 
our course for a church, a tower, a bridge, or some similar 
structure, instead of for lumps of ice, wluch were \usvs3bSS9i 
designated by less eWant appeW&tvoi^ ." 

The increaBing dimcultieB oi ^ibia ioe -^assHi^g^^'^^Bn^^ 
kowewiar, directed their ttttentwii fcjOL xoTawoifi^ Vi ^»» 

0^ 
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reality of their position, the perils of which soon became 
alarmingly apparent. 

" The streams of ice, between which we at first pursued 
our serpentine course with comparative ease, gradually 
became more narrow, and at length so impeded the navi- 
gation, that it became necessary to run the ships against 
some of these imaginary edifices, in order to turn them 
aside. Even this did not always succeed, as some were 
so substantial and immovable, that the vessels glanced off 
to the opposite bank of the channel, and then became for 
a time embedded in the ice. Thus circumstanced, a vessel 
has no other resource than that of patiently awaiting the 
change of position in the ice, of which she must take 
every advantage, or she will settle bodily to leeward, and 
become completely entangled." 

On the 26th the ships sighted the southern promontory 
of Spitzbergen, and on the 28th, while plying to wina- 
ward on the western side, were overtaken by a violent 
gale at south-west, in which they parted company, 
fee weather was very severe. " The snow fell in heavy 
showers, and several tons weight of ice accumidated about 
the sides of the brig (the Trent), and formed a complete 
casing to the planks, which received an additional layer at 
each plunge of the vessel. So great, indeed, was tne ac- 
cumulation about the bows, that we were obliged to 
cut it away repeatedly with axes to relieve the bowsprit 
from the enormous weight that was attached to it ; and 
the ropes were so thickly covered with ice, that it was 
necessary to beat them with large sticks to keep them in a 
state of readiness for any evomtion that might be ren- 
dered necessary, either by the appearance of ice to lee- 
ward, or by a change of wind." 

On the gale abatmg. Lieutenant Franklin found himself 
surrounded by the main body of ice in lat. 80° N., 
aad had much difficulty in extricating the vessel. Had 
this formidable body been encountered in thick weather, 
whilst scudding before a gale of wind, there would have 
been very Httle chance of saving either the vessels or the 
crews. The Trent fortunately fell in with her consort, the 
Dorothea, previous to entering the appointed rendezvous 
at Magdalena Bay, on the 3rd of June. This commodious 
inlet being the first port they had anchored at in the Polar 
regions, possessed many objects to engage attention. 
What particularly struck them was the brifiiancy of the 
atmosphere, the peaceful novelty of the scene, and the 
grandeur of the various objects with. -wVns^ T5«fc«ie haa 
stored tbeae Qnfreqaented ref^ouB. Tke VDs^QtAi^^b Sm 



VOYAGE OP BUCHAN AND PRANKLIK. 21 

formed by rugged mountains, which rise nrecipitously to 
the height of about 3000 feet. Deep valleys and glens 
occur between the ranges, the greater part of which are 
either filled with immense beds of snow, or with glaciers, 
sloping from the summits of the mountainous margin to 
the verv edge of the sea. 

The Day is rendered conspicuous by four huge glaciers, , 
of which the most remarkable, though the smallest in 
size, is situated 200 feet above the sea, on the slope of a 
mountain. !From its peculiar appearance this glacier has 
been termed the Hangmff Iceberg. 

Its position is such that it seems as if a very small 
matter would detach it from the mountain, and precipitate 
it into the sea. And, indeed, large portions of its front do 
occasionally break away and fall with headlong impetuosity 
upon the beach, to the great hazard of any boat that may 
chance to be near. The largest of these glaciers occupies the 
headof thebay, and, accorcSn^ to Captain Beechey's account, 
extends from two to three imles inland. I^umerous large 
rents in its upper surface have caused it to bear a resem- 
blance to the ruts left by a wagon, hence it was named 
by the voyagers the "Wagon Way." The frontage of 
this glacier presents a perpendicular surface of 300 feet 
in height, by 7000 feet in length. Mountain masses— 

** Whose blocks of sapphire seem to mortal eye 
Hewn from cerulean quarries in the sky, • 

With glacier battlements ihat crowd the spherei. 
The slow creation of six thousand years, 
Amidst immensity they tower sublime, 
Winter's eternal palace, built by Time." 

At the head of the bay there is a high pyramidal 
mountain of granite, termed Eotge Hill, from the myriads 
of small birds of that name which frequent its base, 
and appear to prefer its environs to every other part of 
the harbour. "They are so numerous that we have 
frequently seen an uninterrupted line of them extending 
full half way over the bay, or to a distance of more than 
three miles, and so close together that thirty have fallen 
at one shot. This living column, on an average, might 
have been about six yards broad, and as many deep ; so 
that, allowing sixteen birds to a cubic yard, there must have 
been nearly four millions of birds on the wiog at one time. 
The number I have given certainly seems large ; yet "Tiilwjsa. 
it is told that the httle rotges rise m %\X!^ -Ksm^et^ ^ 
completely to darken the air, and tlaat \kea: ^^ov^^Sa ^^- 
tmotfy- audible at a distance of four imiea, \)cl«> e^^caoaS^ 
will not be thought to bear any redactiiOTi " 
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One of tkeir earliest excursions in this bay was an 
atten^t to ascend the peak of !Eotge Hill, " npon which,'* 
says Captain Beeehey, " may now, perhaps, be seen at the 
height of abont 2000 feet, a staff that once carried a red 
£ag., which was planted there to mark the greatest height 
we were able to attain, partly ia consequence of the steep- 
ness of the ascent, but maiuly on account of the detached 
masses of roek which a very slight matter would displace 
and hurl down the precipitous declivity, to the utter 
destruction of him who depended upon tneir support, or 
who might happen to be in their path below. The latter 
part of oiir ascent was, indeed, much against our inclina- 
tion ; but we found it impossible to descend by the way 
we had come up, and were compelled to gain a ledge, 
which promised the oidy secure resting-place we could 
£nd at that height. This we were able to effect by 
sticking the tomahawks witJi which we were provided into 
crevices in Hie rode, as a support for our feet ^ and some 
of these instruments we were obliged to leave where they 
were driven, in consequence of the danger that attended 
their recovery." During the vessers detention in this 
harbour, the bay and anchorage were completely sur- 
veyed. 

When the first party rowed into this bay, it wag 
in quiet possession of herds of walruses, who were so un- 
accustomed to the sight of a boat that they assembled 
about her, apparently highly incensed at the intrusion, and 
swam towards her as though they would have torn 
the planks asunder with their tusks. Their hides were so 
tough that nothing but a bayonet would pierce them. 
The wounds that were inflicted <mly served to increase 
their rage, and it was with much difficulty they were kept 
off with fire-arms. Subsequently the boats went better 
prepared and more strongly supported, and many of these 
. monsters were killed; some were fourteen feet in length 
and nine feet girth, and of such prodigious weight 
that the boat's crew could scarcely turn them. 

The ships had not been many days at their anchorage 
when they were truly astonished at the sight of a strange 
boat pullmg towards the ships, which was found to belong 
to some Bussian adventurers, who were engaged in the 
collection of peltry and monae' teeth. This is the last re- 
maining establishment at Sjdtzbergen still upheld by the 
merchants of Archangel. 

Although equally surprised at the sigbt of the vessels, 
^he boat's crew took courage, and aSter a caieWL wsra^Ts:^, 
went on board the Dorothea ,• CaptaauBxifibsai^ve >i3safcxcLi 
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idnd reception, and supplied them with whate 

wanted; in retnm for which they sent on b , 

following day a side of Yenison in excellent i 

Wishing to gain some i^urther information of the 

on officer aecompanied them to their dwellinj? at Hie head 

of asmallcoye, about four miles distant from the bay, 

where he found a comfortable wooden hut, well lined wiUl 

moss and stored with venison, wild ducks, &c. 

It is related by Captain Beechey that it was wiik 
extreme pleasure they noticed in tms retired spot, ^o- 
bably the most northern and most desolate habitation of 
our globe, a spirit of latitude and devotion to the Al- 
mighty rarely exercised in civilized countries. ** On land- 
ing from the boat and approaching their residence, these 
people knelt upon its threshold, and offered up a prayer 
with fervour and evident sincerity. The exact natiure of 
the prayer we did not learn, but it was no doubt one of 
thai^sgiving, and we concluded it was a custom whidh 
these recluses were in the habit of observing on their safe 
return to their habitation. It may, at all events, be 
regarded as an instance of the beneficial effects which 
seclusion from the busy world, and a contemplation of 
the works of Nature, ahnost invariably produce upon 
the hearts of even the most uneducated part of man- 
kind." 

On the 7th of June the expedition left the anchorage to 
renew the examination of the ice, and after steering a few 
leagues to the northward, found it j^ecisely in the same 
state as it had been left on the 2nd. In spite of all i^eir 
endeavours, by towing and otherwise, the vessels were 
driven in a (^dm by the heavy swell into the packed ice, 
and the increasing peril of their situation may be ima- 
gined from the following graphic description :— 

" The pieces at the edge of the pack were at one time 
wholly immersed in the sea, and at the next raised far 
above their natural line of flotation, while those further 
in, being more extensive, were alternately depressed 
or elevated at either extremity as the advancing ware 
forced its way along. 

"The see-saw motion which was thus produced was 
alarming, not merely in appearance, but in met, and must 
have proved fatal to any vessel that had encountered it ; 
as floes of ice, several yards in thickness, were continually 
crashing and breaking in pieces, and the ^e^iotts^^^^^ik 
covered with fragments ground so 8iik8i!li!LV\^\\ie^ ^jcjcvmScj 
^imed a thick, pasty substance — in TL«OL^\CBy ^3Mi^»g^ 
^imed 'brash ice ^—which extended to \!b© de^"^ ^ ^' 



tta/Tt PROGRESS OP ARCTIC DISCOVERY. 

feet. Amidst this giddy element, our whole attention was 
occupied in endeavonnng to place the bow of the vessel, 
the strongest part of her frame, in the direction of the 
most fonnidable pieces of ice — a manoeuvre which, though 
likely to be attended with the loss of the bowsprit, was 
yet preferable to encountering the still greater risk of 
naving the broadside of the vessel in contact with it ; for 
this would have subjected her to the chance of dipping 
her ffunwale under the floes as she rolled, an accident 
which, had it occurred, would either have laid open her 
side, or have overset the vessel at once. In either case, 
the event would probably have proved fatal to all on 
board, as it would nave been next to impossible to rescue 
any person from the confused moving mass of brash ice 
• wmch covered the sea in every direction." 

The attention of the seamen was in some degree diverted 
from the contemplation of this scene of difficulty by the 
necessity of employing all hands at the pump, the leak 
having gained upon them. But, fortunately, towards 
morning, they got quite clear of the ice. 

Steermg to the westward to reconnoitre, they fell in, 
in longitude 4° 30' E., with several whale ships, and were 
informed by them that the ice was quite compact to the 
westward, and that fifteen vessels were beset m it. Pro- 
ceeding to the northward, the ships passed, on the 11th of 
June, Cloven Cliff, a remarkable isolated rock, which 
marks the north-western boundary of Spitzbergen, and 
steered along an intricate channel between the land and ice ; 
but, next morning, their further advance was stopped, and 
the channel by which the vessels had entered became so 
completely closed up as to preclude the possibility also of 
retreating. Lieut. Beechey proceeds to state — 

" The ice soon began to press heavily upon us, and, to 
add to our difficulties, we found the water so shallow that 
the rocks were plainly discovered under the bottoms of the 
ships. It was impossible, however, by any exertion on 
our part, to improve the situations of the vessels. They 
were as firmly fixed in the ice as if they had formed part 
of the pack, and we could only hope that the current would 
not drirt them into still shallower water, and damage them 
against the ground." 

The ships were here hemmed in in almost the same 
position where Baffin, Hudson, Poole, Captain Phipps, and 
aU the early voyagers to this quarter had been stopped. 

Ab the hde turned^ the pieces of ice immediately around 
^e ships began to separate, and some o£ \ikcni V^ W\^^ 
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Tonnd with a loud grinding noise, urging the vessels, 
which were less than a mile &om the land, still nearer and 
nearer to the beach. 

By great exertions, the ships were hauled in to small 
bajs in the floe, and secured there by ropes fixed to the 
ice by means of large iron hooks, called ice anchors. 
Shifting the ships &om one part of this floe to the other, 
they remained attached to tne ice thirteen days. As this 
change of position could only be eflected by main force, 
the crew were so constantly engaged in this harassing 
duty, tiiat their time was divided ahnost entirely between 
the windlass and the pump, until the men at length became 
80 fatigued that the sick-list was seriously augmented. 
During this period, however, the situation of the leak was 
fortunately mscovered, and the damage repaired. 

An officer and a party of men who left the Dorothea to 
pay a visit to the shore, about three or four miles distant, 
lost themselves in the fog and snow, and wandered about 
for sixteen hours, until, quite overcome with wet, cold, and 
fatigue, they sat down m a state of despondency upon a 

5iece of ice, determined to submit their fate to Providence. 
Iheir troubles are thus told — 

" To travel over ragged pieces of ice, upon which there 
were two feet of snow, and often more, springing from 
one slippery piece to the other, or, when the channels 
between them were too wide for this purpose, ferryinff 
themselves upon detached fragments, was a work wiiich 
it required no ordinary exertion to execute, 

" Some fell into the water, and were with difficulty pre- 
serred from drowning by their companions ; while others, 
afraid to make any hazardous attempt whatever, were left 
upon pieces of ice, and drifted about at the mercy of the 
winds and tides. Foreseeing the probability of a separa- 
tion, they took the first opportunitjr of dividing, in equal 
shares, the small quantity of provision which they nad 
remaining, as also their stock of powder and ammunition. 
They also took it in turns to fire muslflDts, in the hope of 
being heard from the ships." 

The reports of the fire-arms were heard by their ship- 
mates, and Messrs. Fife and Xirby, the Greenland ice- 
masters, ventured out with poles and lines to their assist- 
ance, and had the good fortime to fall in with the party, 
and bring them sMely on board, after eighteen nours' 
absence. They determined in ftiture to t^%\i ^-aScsaS^e^^ 
with the view of the shore which was «fioTAe^^eiXa.^scrcQLH5a» 
ship, having not the slightest desire to «bUcrcv^\. Vi «:^Y^Q!w3a. 
Jt again by means of the ice. 
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The pressure of the ice against the vessels now became 
very great. 

" At one time, when the Trent appeared to be so closely 
wedged np that it did not seem possible for her to be^ 
moved, she was suddenly lifted four feet by an enormooa ^ 
mass of ice getting nnoer her keel ; at another, the frag- 
ments of the crmnming floe werepdled np nnder the bows, 
to the great danger or the bowsprit. 

" The Dorothea was in no less imminent danger, especially 
from the point of a floe, which came in contact with her 
side, where it remained a short time, and then glanced off, 
and became checked by the field to which she was moored. 
The enormous pressure to which the ship had been sub- 
jected was now apparent by the field bemg rent, and its 
point broken into rragments, which were speedily heaped 
np in a pyramid, thirty-five feet in height, upon the very 
summit of which there appeared a huse mass, bearing the 
impression of the planks and bolts of me vessel's bottom." 

Availing themselves of a break in the ice, the ships were 
moved to an anchorage between the islands contiguous to 
the Cloven CM*; and on the 28th of June, anchored in 
fifteen fathoms water, near Vogel Sang. On the islands 
they found plenty of game, and eider ducks. 

The island of Vogel Sang alone supplied the crews with 
forty rein-deer, which were in such nigh condition that 
the fat upon the loins of some measured from four to six 
inches, and a carcass, ready for being dressed, weighed 
285 lbs. Later in the season, the deer were, however, so 
lean that it was rare to meet with any fat upon them at 
aU. ■ 

On the 6th of July, finding the ice had been driven to 
the northward, the ships again put to sea, and Captain 
Buchan determined to prove, by a desperate effort, what 
advance it was possible to make by dragging the vessels 
through the ice whenever the smallest openmg occurred. 
This hiborious eiroeriment was performed by fisng large 
Topes to iron hooks driven into the ice, and by heaving 
upon them with the windlass, aparty removing obstructions 
in the channel with saws. But m spite of all their exertions, 
the most northerly position attained was 80° 37' N. 
Although fastened to the ice, the ships were now drifted 
bodily to the soutibward by the prevailing current. They 
were also much injured ty the pressure of hummocks 
and fields of ice. 

On the 10th of July, Captain Beechey tells us, the 
^^en^ sustained a squeeze wnich. made liec 'me ioxa ^c^^, 
^ndheel over five streaks ; and on ike 150a. Mid\^^,'WSi 
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vessels suffered considerable damage. " On tliat occasion/* 
lie says, "we observed a field fifteen feet in tbickness 
break up, and tbe pieces pile upon eacb otber to a great 
height, until tbey upset, when they rolled over with a 
tremendous crash. The ice near the ships was piled up 
above their bulwarks. Fortunately, the vessels rose to the 
pressure, or they must have had their sides forced in. 
The Trent received her greatest damage upon the quarters, 
and was so twisted that the doors of all the cabms flew 
open, and the panels of some started in the fi'ames, while 
her false stempost was moved three inches, and her tim- 
bers cracked to a most serious extent. The Dorothea 
suffered stiU more : some of her beams were sprunej, and 
two planks on the lower deck were spHt fore and aft, and 
Rubied up, and she otherwise sustained serious injury in 
her hull. It was in vain that we attempted any relief ; our 
puny efforts were not even felt, though continued for 
eight hours with unabated zeal ; and it was not until the 
tide changed that the smallest effect was produced. When, 
however, that occurred, the vessels righted and settled in 
the water to their proper draught." 

From the 12th to the 19th, tiiey were closely beset with 
ice. For nine successive days following this the crews 
were occupied, night and day, in endeavouring to extricate 
the ships, and regain the open sea. Thinking lie had given 
the ice a fair trial here, tne commander determined upon 
examining its condition towards the eastern coast of Green- 
land, ana in the event of finding it equally impenetrable 
there, to proceed round the south cape of Spitzbergen, and 
make an attempt between that island and IS oy& Zembla. 

On the 30th of July, a sudden gale came on, and brought 
down the main body of the ice upon them, so that the 
ships were in such imminent danger that their only means 
of safety was to take refuge amongst it — a practice which 
has been resorted to by whalers in extreme cases — ^as their 
only chance of escaping destruction. 

The following is a Ascription of the preparation made 
to withstand tl^ terrible encounter, and the hair-breadth 
escape from the dangers : — 

" In order to avert the effects of this as much as pos- 
sible, a cable was cut up into thirty-feet lengths, and these, 
with plates of iron four feet square, which had been sup- 
plied to us as fenders, together with some walrus's hid&%<k 
were hung round the vessels, espedaXltj ijJocro^* ^^"ys^^. 
The masts, at the same time, wexe aec\xTO^''fni2tL ^^^JaiCL^'^^ 
ropes, and the hatchet were loattened asvft. li^K^e^ ^<2r«rsw 
JBjr the time these precaotioiiB "haA "beea \«ikfitv» ^"Q^ '^^ 
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proach to the breakers only left us the alternative of either 
permitting the ships to be drifted broadside against the 
ice, and so to take their chance, or of endeavouring to 
force fairly into it by putting before the mnd. At length, 
the hopeless state of a vessel placed broadside against so 
formidable a body became apparent to all, and we resolved 
to attempt the latter expedient." 

Eagerly, but in vain, was the general line of the pack 
scanned, to £nd one place more open than the other. AU 
parts appeared to be equally impenetrable, and to present 
one unbroken line of furious breakers, in which immense 
pieces of ice were heaving and subsiding with the waves, 
and dashing together with a violence which nothing ap- 
parently but a solid body could withstand, occasioning 
such a noise that it was with the greatest diflSculty the 
officers could make their orders heard by the crew. 

The fearful aspect of this appalling scene is thus sketched 
off by Captain Beechey : — 

" fTo language, I am convinced, can convey an adequate 
idea of the ternfic grandeur of the effect now produced by 
the collision of the ice and the tempestuous ocean. The 
Bca, violently agitated and rolling its mountainous waves 
against an opposing body, is at all times a sublime and 
awfol sight ; but when, in addition, it encounters immense 
masses, which it has set in motion with a violence equal to 
its own, its effect is prodigiously increased. At one mo- 
ment it bursts upon these icy fragments and buries them 
many feet beneath its wave, and the next, as the buoyancy 
of the depressed body struggles for reascendancy, the 
water rushes in foammg cataracts over its edges ; whilst 
every individual mass, rocking and labouring in its bed, 
grinds against and contends with its opponent, until one is 
either split with the shock or upheaved upon the surface 
of the other. Nor is this collision confined to any par- 
ticular spot ; it is going on as far as the sight can reach; and 
when from this convu&ive scene below, the eye is turned 
to the extraordinary appearance of the blink in the sky 
above, where the unnatiural clearness of a calm and silverv 
atmosphere uresents itself, bounded by a dark hard line of 
stormy clouos, such as at this moment lowered over our 
masts, as if to mark the confines within which the efforts 
of man would be of no avail. The reader may imagine the 
sensation of awe which must accompany that of grandeur 
in the mind of the beholder." 

" If ever," continues the narrator, " the fortitude of 
seamen was fairly tried, it was assurecUy not less so on this 
occasion ; and I will not conceal the pride I felt in wit- 
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nessin^ the bold and decisive tone in wluch the orders 
were issued by the commander (the late Sir John 
Franklin) of our little yessel, and the promptitude 
and steadiness with which they were executed oy the 
crew." 

As the labouring vessel flew before the gale, she soon 
neared the scene of danger. 

'' Each person instinctively secured his own hold, and 
with his eyes fixed upon the masts, awaited in biealiilesg 
anxiety tlie moment of concussion. 

" It soon arrived, — ^the brig {Trent) cutting her way 
through the light ice, came in violent contact with the 
main Dody. In an instant we all lost our footing; the 
masts bent with the impetus, and the cracking tmibers 
£:om below bespoke a pressure which was calculated to 
awaken our serious apprehensions. The vessel staggered 
under the shock, and K>r a moment seemed to recoU ; but 
the next wave, curling up under her counter, drove her 
about her own length within the margin of the ice, where 
idle gave one roll, and was immediately thrown broadside 
to the wind by the succeeding wave, which beat funously 
against her stem, and brought her lee-side in contact with 
the main body, leaving her weather-side exposed at the 
same time to a piece of ice about twice her own dimensions. 
This imfortunate occurrence prevented the vessel pene- 
trating suj£ciently far into the ice to escape the effect of 
the gale, and placed her in a situation where she was 
assaikd on idl sides by battering-rams, if I may use ,the 
expression, ever^ one of which contested the small space 
which she occupied, and dealt such unrelenting blows, that 
there appeared to be scarcely any possibility of saving her 
from foundering. Literally tossed from piece to piece, we 
had nothing left but patiently to abide the issue ; for we 
could scarcely keep our feet, much less render any assist- 
ance to the vessel. The motion, indeed, was so great, that 
the ship's bell, which in the heaviest sale of wind had never 
struck of itself, now tolled so continually, that it was ordered 
to be muffled, for the purpose of escaping the unpleasant 
association it was calculated to produce. 

" In anticipation of the worst, we determined to attempt 
placing the laimch upon the ice under the lee, and hurried 
into her such provisions and stores as could at the moment 
be got at. Serious doubts were reasonably entertained of 
the Doat being able to live amongst the confused mass by 
which we were enoompassed; yet as this appeared to oid 
our only refuge, we dnng to it with all the eagerness of % 
last resource." 
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Epom the injury the vessel repeatedly received, it 
became very evident that if subjected to this concussion, 
for any tiaie, she could not hold together long; the 
only chance of escape, therefore, appear^ to depend upon 
getting before the wind, and penetrating further into the 
ice. 

To effect this with any probability of success, it became 
necessary to set more head-sail, though at the risk of tho 
masts, already tottering with the pressure of that which 
was spread. By the expertness of the seamen, more sail 
was spread, and under this additional pressure of can- 
vass, the ship came into the desired position, and with the 
aid of an enormous mass under the stem, she spHt a small 
field of ice, fourteen feet in thickness, which had hitherto 
impeded her progress, and effected a passage for herself 
between the pieces. 

In this improved position, by carefully placing the pro- 
tecting fenders between the ice and the ship's sides, the 
strokes were much diminished, and she managed to weather 
out the gale, but lost si^ht of her consort in the clouds of 
i^ray which were tossed about, and the huge intervening 
masses of ice among which they were embayed. On the 
f aJe moderating, thS ships were fortunately got once more 
into an open sea, although both disabled, and one at least, 
the Dorothea^ which had sustained the heavy shocks, in a 
foundering condition. For the main object of the expedi- 
tion they were now useless, and, both being in a leaky state, 
they bore up for Fair Haven, in Spitzbergen. In approach- 
ing the anchorage in South Grat, the Trent bounded over a 
simken rock, and struck hard, but this, after their recent 
danger, was thought comparatively light of. 

On examining the hulls of the vessels, it was found they 
liad sustained mghtful injuries. The intermediate lining 
of felt between the timbers and planks seems to have 
aided greatly in enabling the vessels to sustain the repeated 
powernil shocks l^y had encountered. Upon consulting 
with his officers. Captain Buchan came to the opinion that 
the most prudent course wa£ to patch up the vessels for 
their return voyage. lieutenant Frankhn preferred an 
urgent request that he might be allowed to proceed in his 
own vessel upon the isteresting service still unexecuted; 
bat this could not be complied with, in consequence of the 
luLzard to the crew of prooeedine home singly in a vessel 
80 shattered and unsafe as the Sarothea. After refitting, 
^^jpjii to sea at the end of August^ and reached England 
^jr ike middle of October* 
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'Fnixujjs's FiEST Land Expedition, 1819-21. 

Iisr 1819, on the recommendation of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, Capt. Franklin was appointed to command an 
overland expedition from Hudson's Bay to the northern 
shores of .Ainerica, for the purpose of determining the 
latitudes and lon^tudes, and exploring the coast of the 
continent eastward from the Coppermine Elver. Dr. John 
Bichardson, It.N., and two Admiralty midshipmen, Mr. 
George Back, (who had been out on the Polar expedition 
in the previous year in H. M. S. Trentt) and Mr. Robert 
Hood, were placed under his orders. Previous to his de- 
parture from London, Capt. Franklin obtained all the- 
informatioii and advice possible from Sir Alex. Mackenzie, 
one of the only two persons who had yet explored those 
shores. On tne 23rd of May, the party embarked at 
Gravesend, in the JPrince of Wales, belonging to the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, which immediately got under weigh 
in company with ner consorts, the Eddystone and Wear, 
Mr. Back, who was left on shore by accident in Yarmouth, 
succeeded in catching the ship at Stromness. On the 4tli 
of August, in lat. 59° 58' N., and long. 59° 53' W., they 
first i&l in with large icebergs. On the following day, tlia^ 
height of one was ascertained to be 149 feet. After a 
stormyand perilous voyage they reached the anchorage at 
York Flats on the 30th of August. 

On the 9th of September, Capt. Franklin and his party 
left York Factory m a boat by the way of the rivers and 
lakes for Cumberland House, another of the Company** 
posts, which they reached on the 22nd of October. 

On the 19th of January, Franklin set out in company 
with Mr. Back, and a seaman named Hepburn, with pro- 
visions for fifteen days stowed in two sledges, on tneir 
journey to Fort Chipewyan. Dr. Bichardson, Mr. Hood, 
and Mr. Connolly, accompanied them a short distance. 
After touching at different posts of the Company, they 
reached their destLoation safely on the 26th of March, after 
a winter's loumey of 857 miles. The greatest difficulty 
experienced by the travellers was the la^ur of walking in 
snow shoes, a weight of between two and three poimds 
being constantly attached to galled feet and swelled 
ankles. 

On the 13th of July, they were joined by Dr. Eichardsoa 
and Mr. Hood, who nad made a very ex^edi^Qivx& \Q(v£CY\fo^ 
from Cumberland House ; they had od% Q)QA ^i* ^ ^"c^^* 
-nsiong left, ihe p^Aunioaa tiiey liad Tece\Y%^ ^ ^u^ \qr^* 
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being so mouldy that they were obliged to leave it behind. 
Arrangements were now made for their journey north- 
ward. Sixteen Canadian voyageurs were engaged, and a 
Chipewyan woman and two interpreters were to be taken 
en from Great Slave Lake. The whole stock of provision 
they could obtain before starting was only sufficient for 
one day's supply, exclusive of two barrels of flour, three 
cases of preserved meats, some chocolate, arrow-root, and 
portable soup, which had been brought from England, and 
were kept as a reserve for the journey to the coast in the 
following season; seventy pounds of deer's flesh and a 
little barley were all that the Company's officers could give 
them. The provisions were distributed among three canoes, 
and the party set ofl* in good spirits on the 18th of July. 
They had to make an inroad very soon on their preserved 
meats, for they were unfortunate in their fishing. On the 
24th of July, nowever, they were successful in shooting a 
buffalo in the Salt River, after giving him fourteen bmls. 
At Moose Deer Island they got supplies from the Hud- 
son's Bay and North West Companies' officers, and on the 
27th set out again on their journey, reaching Fort Provi- 
dence by the 29th. 

Shortly after they had an interview with a celebrated and 
influential Indian chief, named Akaitcho, who was to furnish 
them with guides. Another Canadian voyageur was here 
engaged, and the party now consisted of the officers 
already named, Mr. Fred. Wentzel, clerk of the N. W. 
Fur Company, who joined them here, John Hepburn the 
EngHsh seaman, seventeen Canadian voyageurs, (one of 
whom, named Michel, was an Iroquois,) and three Indian 
interpreters, besides the wives of three of the voyageurs 
who nad been brought on for the purpose of making 
clothes and shoes for the men at the winter establish- 
ment. The whole number were twenty-nine, exclusive 
of three children. I give the li^t of those whose names 
occur most frequently in the narrative : J. B. Belanger, 
Peltier, Solomon Belanger, Samandre, Benoit, Perrault, 
Antonio Fontano, Beauparlant, Yaillant, Credit, Adam 
St. Germain, interpreter ; Augustus, and Junius, Esqui- 
maux interpreters. They had provisions for ten days' con- 
sumption, besides a little chocolate and tea, viz., two casks 
of flour, 200 dried rein-deer tongues, some dried moose 
meat, portable soup, and a little arrow-root. A small extra 
canoe was provided for the women,and the ioumey for the 
Coppermme Biver was commenced on the 2nd of August. 
22i0 party met with many liax^^i^^ — ^ete ^VaA/^a oil 
sbart dielr-Haid some of the CasiaidittiiA\>Tc^<& otj^Si^ q'^tl 
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rebellion, refusing to proceed further. However, they 
were at last calmed, and arrived on the 20th of August at 
Tort Enterprise on Winter Lake, which, by the advice of 
their Indian guides, they determined on making their 
winter quarters. The total length of the voyage from 
Chipewyan was 553 miles ; and after leaving Fort Provi- 
dence they had 21 J miles of portage to pass over. As the 
men had to traverse each portage four times with a load 
of 180 lbs., and return three times light, they walked in 
the whole upwards of 150 miles. 

In consequence of the refusal of Akaitcho and his party 
of Indians to guide and accompany them to the sea, 
because, as they alleged, of the approach of winter, 
and the imminent danger, Capt. ininklin was obliged 
to abandon proceeding that season down the river, and 
contented himself with despatching, on the 29th, Mr. 
Back and Mr. Hood, in a light canoe, with St. Germain as 
interpreter, eight Canadians, and one Indian, furnished 
with eight days' provisions — all that could be spared. 

They returned on the 10th of September, after having 
reached and coasted Point Lake. In the meantime, 
Pranklin and Richardson, accompanied by J. Hepburn and 
two Indians, also made a pedestrian excursion towards the 
same quarter, leaving on the 9th of September, and re- 
turning on the 14th. The whole jjarty spent a long 
winter of ten months at Fort Enterprise, depending upon 
the fish they could catch, and the success of their Inoian 
hunters, for food. 

On the 6th of October, -the officers quitted their tents 
for a good log house which had been built. The clay with 
which the w^s and roof were plastered had to be tem- 
pered before the fire with water, and froze as it was 
daubed on ; but afterwards cracked in such a manner as to 
admit the wind from every quarter. Still the new abode, 
with a good fire of fagots in the capacious clay-built 
chimney, was considered quite comfortable when compared 
with the chilly tents. 

The rein-deer are found on the banks of the Coppermine 
Eiver early in May, as they then go to the sea coast to 
bring forth their young. They usually retire from the 
coast in July ana August, rut in October, and shelter 
themselves in the woods during winter. Before the middle 
of October, the carcases of 100 deer had been secured m 
their store-house, together with 1000 lbs. of suet, ^s^.^ ^csisa 
dried meat ; and eignty deer were ato^e^ ^'^^u^ ^ ^^svcsvsj^ 
distances from their house, en caclii. T\ji^ ^\^\xi^^'^25^* 
S10223 "en cache, " is merely biirying au^i ^T^X.ecJCm^^^* ^^"^ 
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wolves and other depredators by heavy loads of wood or 
stone. 

On the 18th of October, Mr. Back and Mr. Wentzel, 
accompanied by two Canadian voyageurs, two Indians and 
their wives, set ont for Fort Providence to make the neces- 
sary arrangements for transporting the stores they expected 
from Cumberland House, and to see if some further 
supplies might not be obtained from the establishments on 
Slave Lake. Despatches for England were also forwarded 
by them, detailing the progress of the expedition up to this 
date. By the end of the month the men had also com- 
pleted a house for themselves, 34 feet by 18. On the 
a6th of October, Akaitcho, and his Indian party of hunters, 
amounting with women and children to forty souls, came 
in, owing to the deer having migrated southwards. This 
added to the daily number to be provided for, and by this 
time their ammunition was nearly expended. 

The fishing failed as the weather became more severe, 
and was' given up on the 5th of November. About 1200 
white fish, of from two to three lbs., had been procured 
during the season. The fish froze as they were taken from 
the nets, becoming in a short time a solid mass of ice, so 
that a blow or two of the hatchet would easily split them 
open, when the intestines might be removed m one lump. 
If thawed before the fire, even after being frozen for nearly 
two days, the fish would recover their animation. 

On the 23rd of November, they were gratified by the 
appearance of one of the Canadian voyageurs who had set 
out with Mr. Back. His locks were matted with snow, 
and he was so incrusted with ice from head to foot, that 
they could scarcely recognise him. He reported that they 
had had a tedious and fatiguing ioumey to Fort Provi- 
dence, and for some days were destitute of provisions. 
Letters were brought iram England to the preceding 
April, and quickly was the packet thawed to get at the 
contents. The newspapers conveyed the intelligence of 
the death of George III. The advices as to the ex- 
pected stores were disheartening ; of ten bales of 90 lbs. 
each, &ve had been left by some mismanagement at the 
Grand Bapid on the Sattkatchawan. On the 28th of 
November, St. Germain the interpreter, with eight Cana- 
dian voyageurs, and four Indian hunters, were sent ofi* to 
bring up the stores from Fort Providence. 

On the 10th of December, Franklin managed to get rid of 

AJkaitcbo andhia Indian party, by representing to them the 

unpoasibility of maintaining them. T\ie \e«&T,'W««^«t» 
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left them his aged mother and two female attendants ; and 
old Keskarrah, the ^^de, with his wife and dan^ter, 
remained behind, ^niia daughter, who was designated 
^' Green Stockings" from her dress, was oonddered a great 
beauty by her tribe, and, although bat sixteen, had 
belonged successively to two husbands, and would pro- 
bably have been the wife of many more, if her mother nad 
not reqmred her serriees as a nurse. 

Mr. Hood took a good likeness of the young ladj, but 
her mother was somewhat averse to her sitlmg for it, 
fearing that ''her daughter's likeness would induce the 
Oreat Chief who resided in England to send for the 
original!" 

The diet of the party in their winter abode consisted 
almost entirely of rein-deer meat, varied twice a week by 
fish, and occasionally by a little flour, but they had no 
vegetables of any kind. On Sunday morning they had a 
cup of chocolate ; but their greatest luxury was tea, which 
they regnlarly had twice a day, although without sugar. 
Candles were formed of lein-deer fat and strips of cotton 
shirts; and Hepburn acquired considerable skill in the 
manufacture of soap from the wood-ashes, fat, and salt. 
The stores were anxiously looked for, and it was hoped 
ihey would have arrived by New Year's Day (1821), so as 
to have kept the festival. As it was, they could only 
receive a little flour and fat, both of which were considered 
great luxuries. 

On the 15th, seven of the men arrived with two kegs ot 
rum, one barrel of powder,, sixty pounds of ball, two rolls 
of tobacco, and some clothing. 

** They had been twenty-one days on their mardi itom 
Slave Lake, and the labour they underwent was sufficiently 
evinced by their sledge collars having worn out the 
shoulders of their coats. Their loads weighed from sixty 
to ninety pounds each, exclusive of their bedding and 
provisions, which at starting must have been at least as 
much more. We were much rejoiced at their anival, and 
proceeded forthwith to pierce the spirit cask, and issue to 
each of the household the portion of rum which had been 
promised on the flrst day of the year. The spirits, which 
were proof, were frozen ; but a^r standing at the fire for 
some time they flowed out, of the consistence of honey. 
The temperature of the liquid, even in this state, was so 
low as instantly to convert into ice the "nvcftatva^ Vto^i^ 
condensed on the surface of the dram-^j^isuM. T^ifc%a%««* ^*^ 
adhered to the gl&aa, and would dou\)\le«tt\MCT^\w««J^^'^^^*^ 

d2 
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frozen had they been kept in contact with it ; yet each of 
the voyagers swallowed his dram without experiencing 
the slightest inconvenience,, or complaining of tooth-ache." 

It appeared that the Canadians had tapped the rum- 
cask on their journey, and helped themselves rather 
freely. 

On the 27th, Mr. Wentzel and St. Germain arrived, 
with two Esquimaux interpreters who had been engaged, 
possessed of euphonious names, representing the belly and 
the ear, but which had been Anghcised into Augustus and 
Junius, being the months they had respectively arrived at 
Fort Churchill. The former spoke English. Tney brought 
four dogs with them, which proved of great use durmg 
the season in drawing in wood for fuel. 

Mr. Back, at this time, the 24th of December, had gone 
on to Chipewyan to procure stores. On the 12th of 
February, another party of six men was sent to Fort 
Providence to bring up the remaining supplies, and 
these returned on the 5th of March. Many of the cachis 
of meat which had been buried early in the winter were 
foimd destroyed by the wolves, and some of these animals 
prowled nightly about the dwellings, even venturing upon 
the roof of their kitchen. The rations were reduced from 
eight to the short allowance of five oimces of animal food 
per day. 

On the 17th of March, Mr. Back returned from Fort 
Chipewyan, after an absence of nearly five months, 
during which he had performed a journey on foot of more 
than eleven himdred miles on snow shoes, with only the 
slight shelter at night of a blanket and deer skin, with the 
thermometer frequently at 40° and once at 57°, and very 
often passing several days without food. 

Some very interesting traits of generosity on the part 
of the Indians are recorded by Mr. Back. Often they 
gave up and would not taste of fish or birds which they 
caught with the touching remark, " We are accustomed to 
starvation, and you are not." 

• Such passages as the following often occur in his nar- 
rative — " One of our men caught a fish, which, with the 
assistance of some weed scraped from the rocks (tripe de 
roche) which forms a glutinous substance, made us a tole- 
rable supper ; it was not of the most choice kind, jet good 
enough for hungry men. While we were eatmg it, I 
perceived one of^tne women busily employed scraping an 
old sMd, the contents of which her husband presented ub 
wj^. They consiBted of pounded meat, iaX), waii ». ^jt^^^t 
proportiou of iiidian's and deer's \iak ^Ibaxi eVOiDL^x^ «s^^ 
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thougli such a mixture may not appear very alloring to an 
Engnsh stomach, it was thouglit a great luxury after three 
days' privation in these cheerless regions of America." 

To return to the nroceedings at Fort Enterprise. Om 
the 23rd of March, tne last of the winter's stock of deer's 
meat was expended, and the party were compelled to 
consume a httle pounded meat, which had been saved for 
making pemmican. The nets scarcely produced any fish, 
and their meals, which had hitherto been scanty enoi^h, 
were now restricted to one in the day. 

The poor Indian families about the house, consisting 
principally of sick and infirm women and children, sufiered 
even more privation. They cleared away the snow on the 
site of the Autumn encampments to look for bones, deer's 
feet, bits of hide, and other offal. " When (savs Frank- 
lin) we beheld them gnawing the pieces of nide, and 
pounding the bones for the purpose of extracting some 
nourishment from them by boiling, we regretted our 
inability to relieve them, but httle thought that we should 
ourselves be afterwards driven to the necessity of eagerly 
coUecting these same bones a second time from the dung- 
hiU." 

On the 4th of June, 1821, a first party set off* from the 
winter quarters for Point Lake and the Coppermine River, 
under the charge of Dr. Bichardson, consisting, in all, 
voyageurs and Indians, of twenty-three, exclusive of 
children. Each of the men carried about 80 lbs., besides 
his own personal baggage, weighing nearly as much more. 
Some of the party dragged their loads on sledges, others 
preferred carrying their burden on their backs. On the 
13th, Dr. E;ichar£on sent back most of the men ; and on 
the 14th Franklin despatched Mr. Wentzel and a party 
with the canoes, which had been repaired. Following the 
water-course as far as practicable to Winter Lake, iVank- 
lin followed himself with Hepburn, three Canadians, two 
Indian hunters, and the two Esquimaux, and joined Dr. 
Richardson on the 22nd. On the 25th they all resumed 
their journey, and, as they proceeded down the river, 
were fortunate in killing occasionally several musk oxen. 

On the 15th they got a distinct view of the sea from tha. 
summit of a hill ; it appeared choked with ice and full or 
islands. About this time they fell in with small parties of 
Esquimaux. 

On the 19th Mr. Wentzel departed on \:t!ks x^^xsa:^ ^<a^ 

Slave Lake, taking with h\m fo\ir Caivaj^Yaxva, '^V'^ \\3a^ 

been discharged for the purpose o£ xeduem^^Stkfe ex^c^^^* 

tnre of provision as much as possible, and. OLe«v«X.^«^ "^ 
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be forwarded to England. He was also instructed to 
cause the Indians to deposit a relay of provisions at Fort 
Enterprise, ready for the party should they return that 
way. The remainder of the party, including officers, 
amounted to twenty persons. The distance that had been 
traversed from Fort Enterprise to the mouth of the river 
was about 334 miles, and the canoes had to be dragged 
nearly 120 miles of this. 

Two conspicuous capes were named hj Franklin after 
Heame and Mackenzie; and a river which falls into the 
sea, to the westward of the Coppermine, he called after 
his companion, Bichardson. 

On the 21st of July, Franklin and his party embarked 
in their two canoes to navigate the Polar Sea to the east- 
ward, having with them provisions for fifteen days. 

On the 25th they doubled a bluff cape, which was named 
after Mr. Barrow, of the Admiralty. An opening on its 
eastern side received the appellation of Inman !mirbour» 
and a group of islands were called after Professor Jameson. 
. Within the next fortnight, additions were made to their 
stock of food by a few deer and one or two bears, which 
were shot. Being less fortunate afterwards, and with no 
prospect of increasing their supply of provision, the daily 
allowance to each man was limited to a handflil of pem- 
mican and a small portion of portable soup. 

On the morning of the 5th of August they came to the 
mouth of a river clocked up with shoals, which Franklin 
named after his friend and companion Back. 

The time spent in exploring Arctic and Melville Sounds 
and Bathurst Inlet, and the failure of meeting with Esqui- 
maux from whom provisions could be obtained, precluded 
any possibility of reaching Bepulse Bay, and therefore hav- 
ing out a day or two's provision left, Franklin considered 
it prudent to turn back after reaching Point Tumagain,. 
having sailed nearly 600 geographicsd miles in tracing 
the deeply indented coast of Coronation Ghilf from the 
Coppermine Eiver. On the 22d Aug. the return voyage was 
commenced, the boats making for Hood's Eiver by the 
way of the Arctic Sound, and being taken as far up the 
stream as nossible. On the 31st it was found impossible 
to proceea with them farther, and smaller canoes were 
maae, suitable for crossing any of the rivers that might 
obstruct their progress. Tke weight carried by each man 
was about 90 lbs., and with this they progressed at the 
19^ of a mile an hoar, including rests. 
On the 5th of Se^mber, kaving notloaiig ^ ^«.^, "Oaa 
-iast pieoe of peimnicaa « M^d a lime %,tto^-too>:. VwSsi^ 
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formed a scanty supper, and bein^ without the means of 
making a fire, they remained in bed all day. A serere 
Bnow-storm lasted two days, and the snow even drifted 
into their tents, covering their blankets sereraL inches. 
" Our suffering (says Franklin) from cold, in a comfort- 
less canvass tent in such weather, with the temperature at 
20°, and without fire, will easily be imagined; it was, 
however, less than that which we felt from hunger." 

Weak from fasting and their garments stiffened with the 
frost, after packing their frozen tents and bedclothes the 
poor travellers agam set out on the 7th. 

After feeding almost exclusively on several species of 
Gyrophora, a lichen known as tripe de roche, which 
scarcely allayed the pangs of hunger, on the 10th " they 
got a good meal by killing a mu^ ox. To skin and 
cut up the animal was the work of a few minutes. The 
contents of its stomach were devoured upon the spot, and 
the raw intestines, which were next attacked, were pro- 
nounced by the most delicate amongst us to be excellent.'* 

Wearied and worn out with toil and Buffering, many of 
the party got careless and indifferent. One of the canoes 
was broken and abandoned. With an improvidence 
scarcely to be credited, three of the fishing-nets were 
also thrown away, and the floats burnt. 

On the 17th they managed to aUay the pangs of hunger 
by eating pieces of singed hide, and a little tripe de 
roche. lids and some mosses, with an occasional soli- 
tary partridge, formed their invariable food ; on very 
many days even this scanty supply could not be obtained, 
and their appetites became ravenous. 

Occasionally they picked up pieces of skin, and a 
few bones of deer wnich had been devoured by the wolves 
in the previous spring. The bones were rendered friable 
by burning, and now and then their old shoes were added 
to the repast. 

On the 26th they reached a bend of the Coppermine, 
which terminated in Point Lake. The second canoe had 
been demolished and abandoned by the bearers on the 
23rd, and they were thus left wiiliout any means of water 
transport across the lakes and river. 

On this day the carcass of a deer was discovered in the 
deft of a rock, into which it had fallen in the spring. It 
was putrid, but little less acceptable to the poor starving 
travellers on that account ; and a fire bein^ km<^<&^^\^iis^ 
portion was devoured on the spot, a&OTd^% «!iTrassi2^^Ji^«^ 
hreaJdkat. ^...^.cv 

On the 1st of October one o£ tiie ^^«c^s5» ^^^ \ia^\s««8a^ 
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out hunting, brought in the antlers and backbone of 
another deer, which had been killed in the summer. The 
wolves and birds of prey had picked them clean, but 
there still remained a quantity of the spinal marrow, 
which they had not been able to extract. This, although 
putrid, was esteemed a valuable prize, and the spine beiog 
divided into portions was distributed equally. " After 
eating the marrow (says Franklin), which was so acrid as 
to excoriate the lips, we rendered the bones friable by 
burning, and ate them also." 

The strength of the whole party now began to 
fail, from the privation and fatigue which they endured. 
Franklin was in a dreadfully debihtated state. Mr. Hood 
was also reduced to a perfect shadow, from the severe 
bowel-complaints which the trvpe de roche never failed to 
give him. Back was so feeble as to require the support of 
a stick in walking, and Dr. !Richardson had lameness 
superadded to weakness. 

A rude canoe was constructed of willows, covered with 
canvass, in which the party, one by one, managed to reach 
in safely the southern bank of the river on the 4th 
of October, and went supperless to bed. On the follow- 
ing morning, previous to setting out, the whole party ate 
the remains of their old shoes, and whatever scraps of 
leather they had, to strengthen their stomachs for the 
fatigue of the day's journey. 

Mr. Hood now broke down, as did two or three more of 
the party, and Dr. Richardson kindly volunteered to 
remam with them, while the rest pushed on to Fort 
Enterprise for succour. Not being able to find any tripe 
de roche, they drank an infusion of the Labrador tea- 
plant (Ledrum paltistre, var. decumhens), and ate a few 
morsels of burnt leather for supper. This continued to 
be a frequent occurrence. 

Others of the party continued to drop down with 
fatigue and weakness, until they were reduced to five per- 
sons, besides Franklin. When they had no food or 
nourishment of any kind, they crept under their blankets, 
to drown, if nossible, the gnawing pangs of hunger and 
fatigue by sleep. At len^h they readied Fort Enter- 
prise, and to their disappointment and grief found it a 
perfectly desolate habitation. There was no deposit of 
provision, no trace of the Indians, no letter from Mr. 
Wentzel to point out where the Indians might be found. 
"It would he impossible (says Franklin) to describe our 
sensations after entering this xniseraAAe «\>o^<&, «eA ^^- 
covering bow we had been neglected: ^k-a ^NicAa ^^aiX:^ 
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shed tears, not so much for our own fate as for that of our 
friends in the rear, whose lives depended entirely on our 
sending immediate relief from this place.** A note, how- 
ever, was found here from Mr. Back, stating that ho had 
reached the house by another route two days before, and 
was going in search of the Indians. If he was unsuccess- 
ful in finding them, he purposed walking to Fort Provi- 
dence, and sending succour from thence, out he doubted 
whether either he or his party could perform the journey 
to that place in their present debihtated stat«. Franklin 
and his small party now looked round for some means of 
present subsistence, and fortunately discovered several 
deer skins, which had been thrown away during their 
former residence here. The bones were gathered from 
the heap of ashes ; these, with the skins and the addition of 
trijpe de roche, they considered would support life tolerably 
well for a short time. The bones were quite acrid, and 
the soup extracted from them, quite putrid, excoriated the 
mouth if taken alone, but it was somewhat milder when 
boiled with the lichen, and the mixture was even deemed 

J)alatable with a httle salt, of which a cask had been left 
lere in the spring. They procured fuel by pulling up the 
flooring of the rooms, ana water for cooking by melting 
the snow. 

Augustus arrived safe after them, just as they were 
sitting round the fire eating their supper of singed skin. 

Late on the 13th, Belanger also reached the house, with 
a note from Mr. Back, stating that he had yet found no 
trace of the Indians. The poor messenger was almost 
speechless, being covered with ice and nearly frozen to 
death, having fallen into a rapid, and for the third time 
since the party left the coast narrowly escaped drowning. 
After being well rubbed, having had his dress changed, 
and some warm soup given him, lie recovered sufficiently 
to answer the questions put to him. 

Under the impression that the Indians must be on their 
way to Fort Providence, and that it would be possible to 
overtake them, as they usually travelled slowly with their 
families, and there being likewise a prospect of killing 
deer about Reindeer Lake, where they had been usually 
foiind abundant, Franklin determined to take the route 
for that post, and sent word to Mr. Back by Belanger to 
that effect on the 18th. 

On the 20th Oct. Franklin set out in company mt\^^«^<^^ 
and Augustus to seek rehef, havm^ "paic^e^ MJca^Ci ^^ijct'^ <^'\. 
snow shoes, and taken some singea a\da.ioT AiJcL«a j^^^'^s^ 
Peltier and Samandre had volvmteeied. \.o Tercaawa. ^ "^^^ 
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house with Adam, who was too ill to proceed. They were 
80 feeble as scaroely to be able to move. Augustus, the 
Esquimaux, tried for fish, without success, so that their 
only fare was skin and tea. At night, composing them- 
selves to rest, they lay dose to each other for warmth, but 
found the night bitterly cold, and the wind pierced through 
their famished frames. 

On resuming the journey next morning, Franklin had 
the misfortune to break his snow-shoes, by falling between 
two rocks. This accident prevented him from keeping 
pace with the others, and in the attempt he became quite 
exhausted; unwilling to delay their progress, as the 
safety of all behind depended on their obtaining early 
assistance and immediate supphes, Franklin resolved to 
turn back, while the others pushed on to meet Mr. Back, 
or, missing him, they were directed to proceed to Fort Pro- 
vidence. Franklin found the two Canadians he had left at 
the house dreadfully weak and reduced, and so low-spirited 
that he had great difficulty in rallying them to any exertion. 
As the insides of their mouths had become sore from 
eating the bone-soup, they now relinquished the use of it, 
and boiled the skin, which mode of dressing was found 
more palatable than frying it. They had pulled down 
nearly all their dwelling for fuel, to warm themselves and 
cook their scanty meaJs. The tripe de roche, on which 
they had depended, now became entirely frozen; and 
what was more tantalizing to their perishmg frames, was 
the sight of food within reach, which they could not pro- 
cure. ** We saw (says Frankhn) a herd of rein-aeer 
sporting on the river, about half a nule from the house ; 
they remained there a long time, but none of the party 
felt themselves strong enough to go after them, nor was 
there one of us who could Imve firod a gun without rest- 
mgit. 

Whilst they were seated round the fire this evening, 
discoursing «DOut the anticipated rehef, the sound of voices 
was heard, which was thought wiih. joy to be that of the 
Indians, but, to their bitter disappointment, the debilitated 
frames and emaciated countenances of Dr. Bichardson and 
Hepburn presented themselves at the door. They were 
of course j^ladly received, although each marked the 
ravages which famine, care, and fatigue had made on the 
other. The Doctor particularly remarked the sepulchral 
tone of the voices of his friends, which he requested them 
to make more cheerful if possible, unconscious that his 
own partook of the same key. 
JBepbum baring shot a partridge, i?\dcTa.iWA\sitQNi!^'» 
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the house, Dr. Bichardson tore out the feathers, i 
haying held it to the fire a few minutes, divided it into 
portions. Franklin and his three companions ravenoutuy 
devoured their shares, as it was the first morsel of flesh anr 
of them had tasted for thirty-one days, unless, indeeo, 
the small gristly particles which they found adhering ta 
the pounded bones may be termed flesh. Their spirita 
were revived by this small supply, and the Doctor endea- 
voured to raise them still higher by the prospect of Hep- 
bum's being able to kill a deer next day, as they had seen, 
and even fired at, several near the house. He endeavoured, 
too, to rouse them into some attention to the comfort of 
their apartment. Having brought his Prayer-book and 
Testament, some prayers, psalms, and portions of scrip- 
ture, appropriate to tneir situation, were read out by Dr. 
Eichardson, and they retired to their blankets. 

Early next morning, the Doctor and Hepburn went 
out in search of game ; but though they saw several 
herds of deer, and Sred some shots, they were not so for* 
tunate as to kill any, being too weak to hold their guns 
steadily. The cold compeUed the former to return soon, 
but Hepburn perseveringly persisted until late in the 
evening. 

" My occupation (continues Eranldin) was to search for 
skins under the snow, it being now our object immediately 
to get all that we could ; but I had not strength to drag in 
more than two of those which were within twenty yar£ of 
the house, xmtil the Doctor came and assisted me. We 
made up our stock to twenty-six; but several of them 
were putrid, and scarcely eatable, even by men sufferinfl: 
the Jx^ty of famine. ' Peltier knd Sanikndre continue! 
very weak and dispirited, and they were unable to cut 
firewood. Hepburn had, in consequence, that laborious 
task to perform after he came back late from hunting.*' 
To the exertions, honesty^ kindness, and consideration of 
this worthy man, the safety of most of the party is to bo 
attributed. And I may here mention that Sir John 
Pranklin, when he became governor of Van Diemen's Land, 
obtained for him a good civU appointment. This deserv- 
ing man, I am informed by Mr. JBarrow, is now in Eng- 
land, having lost his office, which, I believe, has been 
abolished. It is to be hoped something will be done for 
him by the ^vemment. 

After their usual supper of singed skin and liOTi^^v vs'o::^'* 
Dr. Eichardson acquainted ¥ran£im m\)a. ^^ e^^Ti^-%^'^ 
Iisd transpired since their partaxifr, ipfti^c^i^w^::^^''^^^^'^^ 
aMeting cir&amstauces attexxdiag ^e d&«uV3a. oi aix.^-*^^^ 
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and Michel, the Iroquois ; the particulars of which I shall 
now proceed to condense from his narrative. 

After Captain Franklin had bidden them farewell, having 
no tripe de roche they drank an in^sion of the country 
tea plant, which was grateful from its warmth, although it 
afforded no sustenance. They then retired to bed, and 
kept to their blankets all next day, as the snow drift 
was so heavy as to prevent their lighting a fire with the 
green and frozen willows, which were their oinly iuel. 

Through the extreme kindness and forethought of a 
lady, the party, previous to leaving London, had been 
furnished with a small collection of religious books, of 
which (says Richardson) we still retained two or three of 
the most portable, and they proved of incalculable benefit 
to us. 

" We read portions of them to each other as we lay in 
bed, in addition \o the morning and evening service, and 
found that they inspired us on each perusal with so strong 
a sense of the Omnipresence of a beneficent God, that our 
situation, even in these wilds, appeared no longer destitute; 
and we conversed not only with calmness, but with cheer- 
fulness, detailing with unrestrained confidence the past 
events of our lives, and dwelling with hope on our future 
prospects." How beautifiil a picture have we here repre- 
sented, of true piety and resignation to the Divine Will 
inducing patience and submission under an unexampled 
load of misery and privation. 

Michel the Iroquois joined them on the 9th Oct., having, 
there is strong reason to beheve, murdered two of the 
Canadians who were with him, Jean Baptiste Belanger and 
Perrault, as they were never seen afterwards, and he gave 
so many ramblmg and contradictory statements of his 
proceemngs, that no credit could be attached to his story. 

The travellers proceeded on their tedious journey oy 
slow stages. Mr. Hood was much affected with dimness 
of sight, giddiness, and other symptoms of extreme debi- 
lity, which caused them to move slowly and to make fre- 
quent halts. Michel absented himself all day of the 10th, 
and only arrived at their encampment near the pines late 
on the 11th. 

He reported that he had been in chase of some deer 

which passed near his sleeping place in the morning, and 

although he did not come up with them, yet that he found 

a wolf which had been kiUed by the stroke of a deer's 

Jiorn, and had brought a part of it. 

Hicbardson adds — " We impUcitly \ie\\c^eA. \Ja^s «»t»rj 

then, but a£teTwaTds became aware — ^feoxo. ciKJvviaaXaJCiR.^^ 
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the details of wldcli may be spared — ^that it must have 
been a portion of the body of Belanger or Perrault. A 
question of moment here presents itse5 — namely, whether 
he actually murdered these men, or either oi them, or 
whether he foimd the bodies in the snow. Captain 
Franklin, who is the best able to judge of this matter, 
from knowing their situation when ne parted from them, 
suggested the former idea, and that both these men had 
been sacrificed; that Michel, having already destroyed 
Belanger, completed his crime by Perrault's death, in 
order to screen himself from detection." 

Although this opinion is founded only on circumstances, 
and is unsupported by direct evidence, it has been judged 
proper to mention it, especially as the subsequent conduct 
of the man showed that ne was capable of committing such 
a deed. It is not easy to assign any other adequate mo- 
tive for his concealing from Eichardson that Perrault had 
turned back; while his request, over-night, that thev would 
leave him the hatch.et, and his cmnbering himself with it 
when he went out in the morning, unlike a hunter, who 
makes use only of his knife when ne kills a deer, seem to , 
indicate that he took it for the purpose of cutting up some- 
thing that he knew to be frozen. 

Michel left them early next day, refusing Dr. Richard- 
son's offer to accompany him, and remained out all day. 
He would not sleep m the tent with the other two at night. 
On the 13th, there being a heavy gale, they passed the day 
by their fire, without food. Next day, at noon, Michel 
set out, as he said, to hunt, but returned unexpectedly in 
a short time. This conduct surprised his companions, and 
his contradictory and evasive answers to their questions 
excited their suspicions still further. He subsequently re- 
ftised either to nunt or cut wood, spoke in a very surly 
manner, and threatened to leave them. When reasoned 
with by Mr. Hood, his anger was excited, and he repUed 
it was no use hunting — there were no animals, and they had 
better kill and eat mm. 

" At this period," observes Dr. Richardson, " we avoided 
as much as possible conversing upon the hopelessness of 
our situation, and generally endeavoured to lead the con- 
versation towards our future prospects in life. The fact is, 
that with the decay of our strength, our minds decayed, 
and we were no longer able to bear the contemplation of 
the horrors that surrounded us. Yet we were calm and 
resigned to our fate; not a murmur e«ca?^e^ T3i&, «sA^^ 
were punctual and forwent in. our aAdxeiaoia ^a \\x^ ^\>::^'t^'v^^ 
Being." 
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On the moming of the 20th, they again urged Michel 
to go a^hnnting, that he might, if possible, leave them 
some proyision, as he intended qnittmg them next day, 
but he showed great unwillingness to go out, and lingered 
about the fire under the pretence oi cleaning his gun. 
After the morning seryice had been read, Dr. Kichardson 
went out to gamer some inrvpe de roche, leaving Mr. 
Hood sitting before the tent at the fireside, arguing with 
Michel; Hepburn was employed cutting fire-wood. While 
they were thus engaged, tne treacherous Iroquois took the 
opportunity to place his gun close to Mr. Hood, and shoot 
hmi through the head. He represented to his companions 
that the deceased had killed lumself. On examination of 
the body, it was found that the shot had entered the back 
part of the head and passed out at the forehead, and that 
the muzzle of the gun had been applied so close as to set 
fire to the nightcap behind. Michel protested his inno- 
cence of the crime, and "Repbvan and Dr. Eichardson 
dared not openly to evince their suspicion of his guilt. 

Next day, Dr. !Bichardson determmed on going straight 
to the Fort. They singed the hair off a part of the buffalo 
robe that belonged to their ill-fated companion, and boiled 
and ate it. In the course of their march, Michel alarmed 
them much by his gestures and conduct, was constantly 
muttering to himself, expressed an unwillingness to so 
to the fort, and tried to persuade them to go south- 
ward to the woods, where ne said he could maintain 
himself all the winter by killing deer. " In consequence of 
this behayiour, and the expression of his countenance^ I 
requested him (says Kichardson) to leaye us, and to ^o to 
t&e southward by nimself. This proposal increased his ill- 
nature ; he threw out some obscure hints of freeing him- 
self from all restraint on the morrow ; and I oyerheard 
him muttering threats against Hepburn, whom he openly 
accused of haying told stories against him. He also, for 
the first time, assumed such a tone of superiority in 
addressing me, as eyinced that he considered us to be 
completely in his power ; and he gave yent to several ex- 
pressions of hatred towards the white people, some of 
whom, he said, had killed and eaten his xmcfe and two of 
his relations. In short, taking every circumstance of his 
conduct into consideration, I came to the conclusion that 
he would attempt to destroy us on the first opportunity 
that ofiered, and that he had hitherto abstained from doing 
BO from his ignorance of his way to the Fort, but that he 
would never auSer us to go thrtkeT in com^^asi^ mth. him. 
Hepburn and I were not in a conditioii to xeii^t e^«tL«EL 
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open attack, nor could we by any device esca^ from him 
— our united strength was far inferior to his; and, beside 
his gun, he was armed with two pistols, an Indian bayonet, 
and a knife. 

** In the afternoon, coming to a rock on which there waa 
some tripe de rochet he halted, and said he would gather it 
whilst we went on, and that he would soon OTert&e us. 

"Hepburn and I were now left together for the first time 
since Mr. Hood's death, and he acquainted me with several 
material circumstances, which he had observed of Michel's 
behaviour, and which confirmed me in the opinion that 
there was no safety for us except in his death, and he 
offered to be the instrument of it. I determined, how- 
ever, as I was thoroughly convinced of the necessity of 
such a dreadful act, to take the whole responsibility upon 
myself; and immediately upon Michel's coming up, I pstfc 
an end to his life by shooting him through the head with 
a pistol. Had my own life alone been threatened (observes 
Bichardson, in conclusion), I would not have purchased it 
by such a measure, but I considered myself as entrusted 
also with the protection of Hepburn's, a man who, by his 
humane attentions and devotedness, had so endeared 
himself to me, that I felt more anxiety for his safety thaa 
for n^ own. 

" Michel had gathered no tripe de roche, and it was evi- 
dent to us that he had halted for the purpose of putting 
his gun in order with the intention of attacking us — ^perhaps 
whilst we were in the act of encamping." 

Persevering onward in their journey as well as the snow- 
storms and their feeble limbs would permit, they saw several 
herds of deer, but Hepburn, who used to be a good marks- 
man, was now unable to hold the gun straight. Following 
the track of a wolverine which had been drag§[ing something, 
he however found the spine of a deer which it had dropped. 
It was clean picked, and at least one season old, but they 
extracted the spinal marrow from it. 

A species of comicularia, a kind of lichen, was also met 
with, that was foimd good to eat when moistened and 
toasted over the fire. They had still some pieces of 
singed bufialo-hide remaining, and Hepburn, on one 
occasion, killed a partridge, after firing several times at a 
flock. About dusk of the 29th they reached the Fort. 

" Upon entering the desolate dwelling, we had the satis- 
faction of embracing Captain Franklin, but no words csxl 
convey an idea of the filth and wretehftdives.^ >i)ft»^ \ssl^\. <3«r 
eyes on looking around. Our own iniaerj VaA^\A^«v^.^s^s^ 
fi0 by degrees, and we were a<ic\istoinfed\/ci ^^ ^icrc^icas^^^^ 
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tion of each other's emaciated figures ; but the ghastly 
countenances, dilated eje-balls, and sepulchral voices of 
Captain Franklin and those with him were more than we 
could at first bear." 

Thus ends the narrative of Eichardson's journey. 

To resiune the detail of proceedings at the Fort. On 
the 1st of November two of the Canadians, Peltier and 
Samandre, died from sheer exhaustion. 

On the 7th of November they were relieved from their 
privations and sufferings by the arrival of three Indians, 
bringing a supply of dried meat, some fat, and a few 
tongues, which liad been sent off by Back with all haste 
from Akaitcho's encampment on the 5th. These Indians 
nursed and attended them with the greatest care, cleansed 
the house, collected fire-wood, and studied every means 
for their general comfort. Their sufferings were now at an 
end. On the 26th of November they arrived at the 
encampment of the Indian chief, Akaitcho. On the 6th 
of December, Belanger and another Canadian arrived, 
bringing further suppHes, and letters from England, from 
Mr. Back, and their former companion, Mr. Wentzel. 

The despatches from England announced the successful 
termination of Captain Parry's voyage, and the promotion 
of Captain Franklm, Mr. Back, and of poor Mr. Hood. 

On the 18th they reached the Hudson's Bay Company's 
estabHshment at Moose Deer Island, where they joined 
their friend Mr. Back. They remained at Fort Chipewyan 
imtil June of the following year. 

It is now necessary to relate the story of Mr. Back's 
journey, which, like tne rest, is a sad tale of suffering and 
privation. 

Having been directed on the 4th of October, 1821, to 
proceed with St. Germain, Belanger, and Beauparlant to 
Fort Enterprise, in the hopes of obtaining relief for the 
party, he set out. Up to the 7th they met with a little 
tripe de rochcy but this failing them they were compelled 
to satisfy, or rather allay, the cravings of hunger, by eating 
a gun-cover and a pair of old shoes. The grievous dis- 
appointment experienced on arriving at the house, and 
findiT^ it a deserted ruin, cannot be told. 

" Without the assistance of the Indians, bereft of every 

resource, we felt ourselves (says Mr. Back) reduced to 

the most miserable state, which was rendered still worse 

from the recollection that our friends in the rear were as 

miserable as ourselves. For the moment, however, 

hunger prevailed, and each began to gnaw ^)aft ^otk^ q^ 

putrid and frozen meat and skin tliat wcto \y^^ ^^xs^h 

withoat waiting to prepare tkem," A. fti^ ^aa, Vo^«^«t, 
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afterwards made, and the neck and "bones of a deer 
found in the house were boiled and devoured. 

After resting a day at the house, Mr. Back pushed on 
with his companions in search of the Indians, leaving a 
note for Captain Franklin, informing him if he failed in 
meeting with the Indians, he intended to push on for the 
first trading establishment — distant about 130 miles — and 
send us succour from thence. On the 11th he set out on 
the journey, a few old skins having been first collected to 
serve as food. 

On the 13th and 14th of October they had nothing what- 
ever to eat. Belanger was sent off with a note to Franklin. 
On the 15th they were fortunate enough to fall in with a 
partridge, the bones of which were eaten, and the remain- 
der reserved for bait to fish with. Enough tripe de roche 
was, however, gathered to make a meS. Seauparlaut 
now lingered behind, worn out by extreme weakness. On 
the 17th a number of crows, perched on some high pines, 
led them to believe that some carrion was near; and 
on searching, several heads of deer, half buried in the 
snow and ice, without eyes or tongues, were found. An 
expression of " Oh, merciful God, we are saved," broke 
from them both, and with feelings more easily imagined 
than described, they shook hands, not knowing what to 
say for joy. 

St. (rermain was sent back to bring up Beauparlant, 
for whose safety Back became very anxious, but he foimd 
thepoor fellow frozen to death. 

The night of the 17th was cold and clear, but they 
could get no sleep. " From the pains of having eaten, 
we suffered (observes Back) the most excruciatmg tor- 
ments, though I in particular did not eat a quarter of 
what would have satisfied me ; it might have been from 
having eaten aquantilr of rawor frozen sinews of the legs of 
deer, which neither of us could avoid doing, so great was 
our hunger." 

On the following day Belanger returned famishing with 
hunger, and told of the pitiable state of Franklin and his 
reduced party. Back, both this day and the next, tried to 
urge on his companions toward the object of their 
journey, but he could not conquer their stubborn deter- 
minations. They said they were imable to proceed from 
weakness; knew not the way; that Back wanted to exposa 
them again to death, and in fact loitexe^ ^e^^Si;:^ ^k^cs^ 
ihe remnants of the deer till the end oi ^iSafe TttOTiJ&L« ''*'"^^ 
was not without the greatest difficulty t\ia\.\co\i\aL^^'^^G^=^ 
the men &om eating every scrap t\xey toxmii-. ^ow^ wss^ 

a 







^ vdiBKne of Ukt BMiessiiT ikeze vms of being eeo- 

PToVai ia oar tiiiiii inrnMiiM, wad to sare whateyer 

^CT eosld tar our janzBcj, jct Act eonld not resist the 

L;SDd vkenfrcr mr bft^ ns tnzxied tiiej aeldoDi 

to ssatck at liie BCBRrt ^ifiee lo ^em, idiedier ecx&ed 

HiivBf fwlWvd wiA gKBl care, and bj self- 

deniaL tvo oaau paefcen of dned ineat €r ainewBsiifficieiit 

£r men mte knew viiat it was to fiis^ to last far eight 
TS, at dkfr nte of one indiflferent meal per day, they set 
ORoi on die SOdi. On die 3rd iji Z^oremBer th^ came on 
the trade of TndJans, and aoon reached the tents of 
AVmitrhft aal his Ibflcnrers, vhen £ood was obtained, and 
assistance sent off to Fiankhn. 

In Jnly thej reached Yoik FadxHy, fiom whence they 
had startedthree yearsbefoie»and thns tenninateda journey 
of 55o0 miles, durm? iduch hvman cooiage and patience 
were exposed to tdab snch as few can bear with fortitude, 
unless, as is seen in Pianklin*s interesting narratiTe, arising 
oat of rehanoe on the erer-sostaining care of an Almighty 
ProTidenoe. 

TaxrYs Femt VoTieK, 1819—1820. 

The Admiralty having determined to continue the pro- 
gress of diseoYery in the Arctic seas, lieat. W. £. Parry, 
who had been second in command under Capt. Boss, in 
the voyage of the previous year, was selected to take 
diarge of a new eniedition, consisting of the Secla and 
Griper. The chief object of this voya^ was to pursue 
the survey of IJanisMter Sound, and decide on tiie proba- 
hohty of a n^nrtii-wiwt passage in that direction; failing in 
iv^ich. Smith's and Jones's Sounds were to be explored, 
i^xth the same purpose in view. 

Ihe respective officers appointed to the ships, were— 

Heola, 875 tons : 

Lieut, and Commandor — W. E. Parry. 

lAoutenant — Fred. W. Beechey. 

Captain — K. Sabine, R.A., Astronomer. 

Purser— W. H. Hooper. 

SuTjfeon — John Edwards. 

AssiHtant-Surgeon— Alexander Eisher. 

Midshipmen— James Clarke Boss, J. Nias, W. J. DeaJr, 

Charles Palmer, John Bushnan. 
Greenland PUots— J. Allison, master; G. Crawiurd. 
mate, ' 

^Pettj Omoen, Seamen, &c. 

Xctal coinplem«Dt» ^ 
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Griper, 180 torii : 

Lieut, and Commander — Matthew Liddon. 

Lieutenant — H. P. Hoppner. 

Assistant- Surgeon — C. J. Beverley. 

Midshipmen — ^A. Eeid, A. M. Skene, W. N". Griffiths. 

Greenland Pilots— George Fyfe, master; A. Elder, 

mate. 
28 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 36. 

The ships were raised upon, strengthened, and well 
found in stores and provisions for two years. On the 
11th of May, 1819, they got away from the Thames, and 
after a fair passage fell in with a considerable Quantity of 
ice in the middle of Davis Straite about the 20tji of June ; 
it consisted chiefly of fragments of icebergs, on the out- 
skirts of the glaciers that form along the shore. After a 
tedious passage through the floes of ice, efiected chiefly by 
heaving and warping, they arrived at Possession Bay on 
the morning of the 31st of July, being just a month earher 
than they were here on the previous year. As many as fifty 
whales were seen here in the course of a few hours. On 
landing, they were not a little astonished to find their own. 
footprints 01 the previous year still distinctly visible in 
the snow. During an excursion of three or four miles into 
the interior, a fox, a raven, several ring-plovers and snow- 
buntings, were sewi, as also a bee, from which it may be 
inferred that honey is to be procured even in these wild 
regions. Vegetation flourishes remarkably well here, con- 
sidering the mgh latitude, for wherever there was moisture 
tufts and various ground plants grew in considerable 
abundance. 

Proceeding on from hence into the Sound, they verified 
the opinion which had previously been entertained by 
many of the officers, that the CroJcer Mountains had no 
existence, for on the 4th of August the ships were in 
long. 86° 56' W., three degrees to the westward of where 
land had been laid down by Ross in the previous year. 
The strait was named after Sir John Barrow, and wai 
found to be pretty clear ; but on reaching Leopold Island* 
the ice extended in a compact body to the north, through 
which it was impossible to penetrate. Bather than remain, 
inactive, waiting for the dissolution oi Aik<e> vife,^«rc^ 
determined to try what could "be doxie Vj ^Siaa^xsi.^ ^V«a^ 
course to the soutliward, iihrouela. ^e low^^wseo^ \3&s*^ 
now named Hegent Inlet. About t^e ^>i\i oi K^wgQa\„\s^ 
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consequence of the local attraction, the ordinary com- 
passes became useless firom their great variation, and the 
binnacles were removed from the deck to the carpenter's 
store-room as useless lumber, the azimuth compasses 
alone remaining; and these became so sluggish in their 
motions, that they required to be very nicely levelled, 
and frequently tapped before the card traversed. The 
local attraction was very great, and a mass of iron-stone 
found on shore attracted the magnet powerfully. The 
ships proceeded 120 miles from the entrance. 

On the 8th of Anifust, in lat. 72° 13' N., and long. 
90° 29' W., (his extreme point of view Parry named Cape 
Kater), the Secla came to a compact barrier of ice extend- 
ing across the inlet, which rendered one of two alternatives 
necessary, either to remain here until an opening took 
place, or to return again to the northward. The latter 
course was determined on. Making, therefore, for the 
northern shore of Barrow's Strait, on the 20th a narrow 
channel was discovered between the ice and the land. On the 
22nd, proceeding due west, after passing several bays and 
headlands, they noticed two large openings or passages, 
the first of which, more than eight leagues in width, he 
named Wellington Channel. To various capes, inlets, and 

foups of islands passed. Parry assigned the names of 
otham, Barlow, ComwaJlis, Bowen, Byam Martin, 
Griffith, Lowther, Bathurst, &c. On the 28th a boat was 
sent on shore at Byam Martin Island with Capt. Sabine, 
Mr. J. C. Boss, and the surgeons, to make observations, 
and collect specimens of natural history. The vegetation 
was rather luxuriant for these regions; moss in p^icular 
grew in abundance in the moist valleys and along the 
banks of the streams that flowed from the hills. The 
ruins of six Esquimaux huts were observed. Tracks of 
rein-deer, bears, and musk oxen were noticed, and the 
skeletons, skulls, and horns of some of these animals were 
found. 

On the 1st of September, they discovered the large and 
fine island, to which Parry has given the name of Melville 
Island after the First Lord of the Admiralty of that day. 
On the following day, two boats with a party of officers 
were despatched to examine its shores. Some rein-deer 
and mus£ oxen were seen on landing, but being startled 
by the sight of a dog, it was found impossible to get near 
them. Tliere seemed here to be a great quantity of the 
ammal tribe, for the tracks of bears, oxeii, «aid deer were 
aumerouB, and the horns, skin, and e\Lui\&'^ete^oiQ>asA. 
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THe burrows of foxes and field-mice were observed; 
several ptarmigan were shot, and flocks of snow-bunting, 
ceese, and ducks, were noticed, probably commencing 
tneir migration to a milder climate. Along the beacn 
there was an immense number of small shrimps, and 
various kinds of shells. 

On the 4th of September, Parry had the satisfaction of 
crossing the meridian of 110° W. in the latitude of 74° 
44' 20", by which the expedition became entitled to the 
reward of 5000^., granted by an order in Council upon the 
Act 58 Geo. m., cap. 20, entitled "An Act for more 
effectually discovering the longitude at sea, and encou- 
raging attempts to find a northern passage between the 
Atlantic and JPacific Oceans, and to approach the North 
Pole." This fact was not announced to the crews until 
the following day ; to celebrate the event they gave to 
a bold cape of the island then in sight the name of 
Bounty Cape ; and so anxious were they now to press for- 
ward, that tney began to calculate the time when they should 
reach the lon^tude of 130^ W., the second place specified 
by the order m Council for reward. On the afternoon of 
tlie 5th, the compactness of the ice stopped them, and 
therefore, for the first time since leaving England, the 
anchor was let go, and that in 110° W. longitude. 

A boat was sent on shore on the 6th to procure turf or 
peat for fuel, and, strangely enough, some small pieces of 
tolerably good coal were found in various places scattered 
over the surface. A party of officers that went on shore 
on the 8th killed several grouse on the island, and a 
white hare ; a fox, some field mice, several snow-bunting, a 
snowy owl, and four musk oxen were seen. Ducks, in 
small flocks, were seen along the shore, as well as several 
glaucous gulls and tern ; and a soHtary seal was observed. 

As the ships were coasting along on the 7th, two herds 
of musk oxen were seen grazing, at the distance of about 
three-quarters of a mile from the beach : one herd con- 
sisted of nine, and the other of five of these cattle. They 
had also a distant view of two rein-deer. 

The average weight of the hares here is about eight 
pounds. Mr. Fisher the surgeon, from whose interestmg 
journal I quote, states that it is very evident that this 
island must be frequented, if not constantly inhabited, by 
musk oxen in great numbers, for their bone^ ^jsAV^stqa 
are found scattered about in all direcstion'a, axA^'b ^^^^'sSs. 
paH of the carcase of one was discjoveteOL oti otv^ oc«»s^'2>*^« 
The skiiUs of two carnivorous aTimiaXB, fti "^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^'^'^ 
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were also picked np here. A party sent to gather coak 
brought GD. board about half a bushel — all they could 
obtam. 
On the morning of the 10th, Mr. George Fyfe, the master 

I)ilot, with a party of six men belonging to the Griper, 
anded with a view of making an ezploni^ trip of some 
fifteen or twenty miles into the interior. Tney only took 
provisions for a day with them. Great uneasiness was 
felt that they did not return ; and when two days elapsed, 
fears began to be entertained for their safety, and it was 
thought they must have lost their way. 

Messrs. !Keid (midshipman), Beverley (assistant-sur- 
geon), and Wakeham (clerk), volunteered to go in search 
of their missing messmates, but themselves lost their 
"^ray ; guided by the rockets, fires, and lights exhibited, 
they returned by ten at night, almost exhausted with cold 
and fatigue, but without intelligence of their Mends. 
Pour relief parties were therefore organized, and sent out 
on the morning of the 13th to prosecute the search, and 
one of them feU in with and brought back four of the wan- 
derers, and another the remaining three before nightfall. 

The feet of most of them were much frost-bitten, and 
they were all wearied and worn out with their wanderings. 
It appears they had lost their way the evening of the day 
they went out. Willi regard to food, they were by no 
means badly off, for they managed to kill as many grouse 
as they could eat. 

They found fertile valleys and level plains in the interior, 
abounding with grass and moss ; also a lake of firesh water, 
about two miles long by one broad, in which were several 
Gn[>ecies of trout. They saw several herds of rein-deer on 
the plains, and two elk; also many hares, but no musk 
oxen. Some of those, however, who had been in search 
^ of the stray party, noticed herds of these cattle. 

The winter now began to set in, and the packed ice was 
so thick, that fears were entertained of being locked up in 
an exposed positicm on the coast ; it was, therefore, thought 
most prudent to put back, and endeavour to rec/sh the 
harbour which had been passed some days before. The 
vessels now got seriously buffeted among the fioes and 
hummocks ofice. The Chvper was forced aground on the 
beach, and for some time was in a very critical position. 
Lieutenant laddon having been confined to his cabin by 
a rheumstie complaint, was pressed at this juncture by 
Chmnmnder Parry to allow himself to \>e Tcniov^ \o "^ 
"BMa, but he nolAy refcused, atating that \kft ^oxi^dL^^ ^^ 



vabby's fibst toyaoe. BS 

last to leave the ship, and continned givinjj^ orders. Hie 
beach beiii^ sand, the Griper was got off without injorj. 

Ou the 23rd of September they anchored off the moutk 
of the harbour, and the thermometer now fell tp 1°. The 
crew were set to work to cut a channel through the ice to 
the shore, and in the course of three days, a canal, two and a 
half miles in length, was comj^leted, through which the yessd 
was tracked. The ice was eight or nine inches thick. An 
extra allowance of preseryed meat was seired out to the 
men, in consideration of their hard labour. The vessels 
were unrigged* and everythinff^made snug and secure for 
passing the winter. Captain ^arry gave the name of the 
JN^orth Georgian Islands to this ^un, after his Majesty, 
Xing George IIL, bat this has smce oeen changed to the 
Parry Islands. 

Two reindeer were killed on the 1st of October, and 
several white bears were seen. On the 6th a deer waa 
killed, which weighed 170 pounds. Seven were seen on 
the 10th, one of which was killed, and another severely 
wounded. Following after this animal, nisht overtook 
several of the sportsmen, and the usual signsds of rockets, 
lights, &c, were exhibited, to exade them back. One, John 
Pearson, a marine, had his nands so frost-bitten that he 
was obliged, on the 2nd of November, to have the four 
fingers of his left hand amputated. A wolf and four rein> 
deer were seen on the 14th. A herd of fifteen deer were 
seen on the 15th ; but those who saw them could not bring 
down any, as their fowling-pieces missed fire, from the 
moisture freezing on the locks. On the 17th and 18th 
herds of eleven and twenty- respectively, were seen, and a 
small one was shot. A fox was caught on the 29th, which 
is described as equally cunning wim his brethren of the 
temperate regions. 

To make the long winter pass as dieerfully as poisiUe, 
plays were acted, a school established, and a newspaner 
set on foot, certainly the first periodical publication ttuA 
had ever issued from the Arctic rej^ns. The title of thia 
journal, the editorial dxEties of which were undertaken by 
Captain Sabine, was ** The Winter Chronicle, or New 
Georgia Grazette." The first number appeared on the Ist 
of November. 

On the evening of the 5th of November the farce of 
** Miss in her Teens" was brought out, to the @reat 
amusement of ihd ships* companies, axid» GcsfiK^«r\s^^ 'Q^^ 
local di&cultiea aad aisadvanta^;^ "vrndet 'v\^jdi^ ^^ X!!^ 
formers laboured^ their first esaay , accoc^ai% \o^2iifc qSSr«i«* 
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report, did them infinite credit. Two hours were spent 
very happily in their theatre on the quarter-deck, notwith- 
standing the thermometer outside the ship stood at zero, 
and within as low as the freezing point, except close to 
the stoves, where it was a little higher. Another play was 
performed on the 24th, and so on every fortnight. The 
men were employed during the day in banking up the 
shins with snow. 

On the 23rd of December, the officers performed " The 
Mayor of Grarratt," which was followed by an after-piece, 
written by Captain Pairy, entitled the " iforth-West Pas- 
sage, or the voyage Finished." The sun having long 
since departed, the twilight at noon was so clear that 
books in the smallest print could be distinctly read. 

On the 6th of January, the farce of " Bon Ton" was 
performed, with the thermometer at 27° below zero. The 
cold became more and more intense. On the 12th it was 
51° below zero, in the open air; brandy; froze to the 
consistency of honey ; when tasted in this state it left 
a smarting on the tongue. The greatest cold experienced 
was on the 14th January, when the thermometer fell to 
54° below zero. On the 3rd of FeljruaiT, the sun was first 
visible above the horizon, after eighty-tour days* absence. 
It was seen from the maintop of the ships, a height of 
about fifty-one feet above the sea. 

On the forenoon of the 24th a fire broke out at the 
storehouse, which was used as an observatory. All 
hands proceeded to the spot to endeavour to subdue the 
flames, out having only snow to throw on it, and the mats 
with which the interior was lined being very dry, it was 
found impossible to extinguish it. llie snow, however, 
covered the astronomical instruments and secured them 
from the fire, and when the roof had been pulled down 
the fire had burned itself out. Considerable as the fire 
was, its influence or heat extended but a very short 
distance, for several of the officers and men were 
frost-bitten, and conflned from their efforts for several 
weeks. John Smith, of the Artillery, who was Captain 
Sabine's servant, and who, together with Sergeant 
Martin, happened to be in the house at the time the Are 
broke out, sufiered much more severely. In their anxiety 
to save the dipping needle, which was standing close to 
the stove, and or which they knew the value, they imme- 
diately ran out with it ; and Smith not having time to put 
on his gloves, bad hia fingers in half an \io>ax «o\:)«iivmibe<ii 
^d the animation so completely sxiapeiided, V)[i«X. oi^. W 
being taken on board by Mr. Edwaxda, and WVm?, \i^& 
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hands plunged into a basin of cold water, the surface of 
the water was immediately frozen by the intense cold 
thus suddenly communicated to it ; and notwithstanding 
the most htmiane and unremitting attention paid him 
by the medical gentlemen, it was lound necessary, some 
time after, to resort to the amputation of a part of four 
finders on one hand, and three on the other. 

Panr adds, " the appearance which our faces presented 
at the nre was a curious one ; almost every nose and cheek 
having become quite white with frost bites, in five minutes 
after being exposed to the weather, so that it was deemed 
necessary for the medical gentlemen, together with some 
others appointed to assist them, to go constantly round 
while the men were working at the fire, and to rub vrith 
snow the parts affected, in order to restore animation."* 

The weather got considerably milder in March ; on the 
6th the thermometer got up to zero for the first time since 
the 17th of December. The observatory house on shore 
was now rebuilt. 

The vapour, which had been in a soHd state on the 
ship's sides, now thawed below, and the crew, scraping 
off* the coating of ice, removed on the 8th of March 
above a hundred bucketsfull each, containing from five to 
six gallons, which had accumulated in less than a month, 
occasioned principally from the men's breath, and the 
steam of victuals at meals. 

The scurvy now broke out amon^ the crew, and prompt 
measures were taken to remedy it. Captain Parry took 
great pains to raise mustard and cress in nis cabin for the 
men's use. 

On the 30th of April the thermometer stood at the 
freezing point, which it had not done since the 12th of 
September last. On the 1st of May the sun was seen at 
midnight for the fu'st time that season. 

A survey was now taken of the provisions, fuel, and 
stores; much of the lemon juice was found destroyed 
from the bursting of the bottles by the frost. Having 
been only victuaUed for two years, and half that period 
having expired. Captain Parry, as a matter of prudence, 
reduced all hands to two-thirds allowance of all sorts of 
provisions, except meat and sugar. 

The crew were now set to work in cutting away the ice 
round the ships : the average thickness was fo\uQk!i^l<2> Vs^ 
seven feet. Many of the men vjko \i"ai^ >Bfe«v\. 5>^ ^"^ 
excursiona beg&n to suffer mucbi ftOTCL «dlQ^ \J«sv^s^^^^ 
The sensation when first experienced, Sa de^cr^^^ ^^^S-sr 
that felt when dust or sand geta m\iO tV^ e^^^- ^^ ^ 
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were, however, cared in tlie coarse of two or three days 
by keeping the eves covered, and bathing them occasion?* 
allv with sogar of lead, or some other cooling lotion. 

To prevent the recorrence of the complunt, the m^i 
were ordered to wear a piece of crape or some sabstitote 
for it over the eyes. 

The channel roand the ships was completed bv the 17th 
of May, and they rose nearly two feet, having oeen kept 
down by the pressure of the ice roond them, although 
lightened daring the winter by the consomntion of fo^ 
and fuel. On the 24th they were astonisned by two 
shovrers of rain, a most extraordinary phenomenon in 
these regions. Symptoms of scnrvy again appeared 
among the crew; one of the seamen woo had been 
recently cared, having imprudently been in the habit 
of eating the fat skinunings, or " slash," in which salt 
meat had been boiled, and which was served oat for their 
lamps. As the hiUs m many places now became exposed 
and vegetation commenced, two or three pieces of ground 
were dug up and sown with seeds of radishes, onions, 
and other vegetables. Captain Parry determined before 
leaving to imtke an excursion across the island for the 
purpose of examioing its size, boundaries, productiona, 
&c. Accordingly on the 1st of June an expedition was 
organized, consisting of the commander. Captain Sabine, 
Mr. Fisher, the assistant-surgeon, Mr. John !N'ias, mid- 
shipman of the Seela, and Mr. iBeid, midshipman of the 
Chriper, with two sergeants, and five seamen and marines. 
Three weeks' provisions were taken, which together with 
two tents, wood for fdel, and other articles, we^hing in 
aU about 800 lbs., was drawn on a cart prepared for the 
purpose by the men. 

• Each d the officers carried a knapsack with his own 
private baggage, weighing from 18 to 24 lbs., also his 
gun and ammunition. The partv started in hi^h glee, 
under three hearty cheers &om their comrades, sixteen of 
whom accompanied them lor five miles, carrying their 
knapsacks and drawing the cart for them. 

Tney travelled by night, taking rest by day, as it was 
found to be warmer for sleep, and uey had only a covering 
of a single blanket each, besides the clothes they had on. 

On the 2nd they came to a small lake, about half a mile 

long, and met with eider ducks and ptarmigan ; seven 

of the latter were shot. From the top of a range of hiUa 

at which tbe^ now arrived, they could ae« t>i» xcaafaioi^^a 

ships in Wmter Harbour with the naked e^e, aX^Jowoi:. 
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ten or eleven miles distant. A vast plain was also seen 
extending to the northward and westward. 

The party breakfasted on biscuit and a pint of gmel 
each, made of salep powder, which was found to be a very 
palatable diet. Ilemdeer with liheir fawns were met 
with. 

They derived great assistance in dragging^ their cart by 
rigging upon it one of the tent blankets as a sail, a tmlj 
nautical contrivance, and the wind favouring them, thej 
made great progress in this way. Captain oabine bein^ 
taken ill with a bowel complaint, had to be conveyea 
on this novel sail carriage. They, however, had some 
ugly ravines to pass, the crossings of which were very 
tedious and troublesome. On the 7th the party came to a 
lar^e bay, which was named after their ships, Hecla and 
"Griper fiay. The Wne ice was cut through by hard work 
with boarding pikes, the only instrument they had, and 
after diggingfourteen and a half feet the water rushed up ; it 
was not very salt, but sufficient to satisfy them that it was 
the ocean. An island seen in the distance was named after 
Captain Sabine ; some of the various points and capes 
were also named after others of the party. Although tnis 
shore was found blocked up with such heavy ice, there 
appear to be times when tnere m open water here, for 
a piece of fir wood seven and a half feet long, and about 
the thickness of a man's arm, was found about ei^ty 
yards inland from the hummocks of the beach, and about 
thirty feet above the level of the sea. Before leaving 
the shore, a monument of stones twelve feet high was 
erected, in which were deposited, in a tin cylinder, an 
account of their proceedings, a few coins, and several 
naval buttons. The expedition now turned back, shaping 
its course in a more westerly direction, towards some 
high blue hills, which had long been in sight. On many 
days several ptarmigans were snot. The horns and tracks 
of deer were very numerous. 

On the 11th they came in sight of a deep gulf, to which 
Lieutenant liddon's name was given; the two capes at 
its entrance being called after Beechey and Hoppner. la 
the centre was an island about three-quarters ot a mile in 
length, rising abruptly to the height of 700 feet. The 
shores of the gulf were very rugged and precipitant, and 
in descending a steep hill, ths axle-tree of their cart 
broke, and they had to leave it belmid., \a5cflx!^ 'Qaa >afik^ 
wifch ihem, however, for fuel. Tke '^\l<&^, ^\ii^ ^etfe 
i^ on the spot, may aatoniak some iateos^ ^g^eciSKas^ 
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who discovers them. The stores, &c., were divided amonff 
the officers and men. 

Making their way on the ice in the gulf, the island in 
the centre was explored, and named after Mr. Hooper, the 
purser of the Secla, It was found to be of sandstone, and 
very barren, rising perpendicularly; fi'om the sea on the 
west side. Four fat geese were killed here, and a great 
many animals were seen around the gulf; some attention 
being paid to examining its shores, &c., a fine open 
valley was discovered, and the tracks of oxen and oeer 
were very nimierous ; the pasturage appeared to be ex- 
cellent. 

On the 13th, a few ptarmigan and a golden plover were 
killed. No less than thirteen deer in one herd were seen, 
and a musk ox for the first time this season. 

The remains of six Esquimaux huts were discovered 
about 300 yards from the beach. Vegetation now beofan 
to fiourish, the sorrel was found far advanced, and a 
species of saxifrage was met with in blossom. They 
reached the ships on the evening of the 15th, after a 
journey of about 180 miles. 

The ships* crews, during their absence, had been occu- 
pied in getting ballast in and re-stowing the hold. 

Shootmg parties were now sent out m various directions 
to procure game. Dr. Fisher gives an interesting account 
of nis ten days' excursion with a couple of men. The deer 
were not so numerous as they expected to find them. 
About thirty were seen, of which his party killed but 
two, which were very lean, weighing only, wnen skinned 
and cleaned, 50 to 60 lbs. A couple of wolves were seen, and 
some foxes, with a great many hares, four of which were 
killed, weighing from 7 to 8 Ids. The aquatic birds seen 
were — brent geese, king ducks, long-tailed ducks, and arctic 
and glaucous gulls. The land birds were ptarmigans, 
plovers, sanderlings, and snow buntings. The geese were 
pretty numerous for the first few days, but got vrild and 
wary on being disturbed, keeping in the middle of lakes out 
of gun-shot. About a dozen were, however, killed, and fif- 
teen ptarmigans. These birds are represented to be so 
stupid that all seen may be shot. Dr. Fisher was surprised 
on his return on the 29th of June, after his ten days' 
absence, to find how much vegetation had advanced; 
the land being now completely clear of snow, was covered 
mbh the purple-coloured saxifrage in blossom, with mosses, 
and with sorrel, and the grass was two to tYttftftVneW^ Ioti^. 
^e men were sent out twice a week, to co\i.ect ^ike ^qtkSu 
^od In a few minutes enouglx co\ild "be pTOcsare^X^ TaxSka u 
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salad for dinner. After being mixed with vinegar it was 
regularly served out to the men. The English garden 
seeds that had been sown got on but slowly, and <£d not 
yield any produce in time to be used. 

On the 31st of June Wm. Scott, a boatswain's mate, 
who had been afflicted with scurvy, diarrhoea, &c., died, 
and was buried on the 2nd of July — a slab of sandstone 
bearing an inscription, carved by Dr. Fisher, being erected 
over his grave. 

From observations made on the tide during two months, 
it appears that the greatest rise and fall here is four feet four 
inches. A large pile of stones was erected on the 14th of 
July, upon the most conspicuous hill, containing the usual 
notices, coins, &c., and on a large stone an inscription was 
left notifying the wintering of the ships here. 

On the Ist of August the ships, which had been pre- 
viously warped out, got clear of the harbour, and found 
a channel, both eastward and westward, clear of ice, about 
three or four miles in breadth along the land. 

On the 6th they landed on the island, and in the course 
of the night killed fourteen hares and a number of glau- 
cous guUs, which were found with their young on the top 
of a precipitous insulated rock. 

On the 9th the voyagers had an opportunity of observ- 
ing an instance of the violent pressure that takes {>lace 
occasionally by the collision of neavy ice. " Two pieces 
(says Dr. Fisher) that happened to come in contact close 
to us pressed so forcibly against one another that one of 
them, although forty-two feet thick, and at least three 
times that in length and breadth, was forced up on its edge 
on the top of another piece of ice. But even this is 
nothing when, compared with the pressure that must have 
existed to produce the effects that we see along the shore, 
for, not only heaps of earth and stones several tons weight 
are forced up, but hummocks of ice, from fifty to sixty feet 
thick, are piled up on the beach. It is unnecessary to 
remark that a ship, although fortified as well as wood and 
iron could make her, would have but little chance of with- 
standing such overwhelming force." 

This day a musk ox was uiot, which weighed more than 
700 lbs. ; the carcass, when skinned and cleaned, yielding 
421 lbs. of meat. The flesh did not taste so very strong of 
musk as had been represented. 

The ships made but slow progresB, bem^ %>^ *Qssss?^ 
beset with Aoes of ice, 40 or 60 feet tlaicV,*!!^^^^.^^^^ tos^^ 
/kst for secunty to hummocks of ice on ^<e "\5fe«*3!a.. ^ 

On the 15tb md 16ih they ^ei© ott ^^aft ^>5»ar^»* 
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point of the island, but a surrey of the locality from the 
precipitous diff of Cape Dundas, presented the same 
interminable barrier (^ ioe as far as tiie eye could reach. 
A bold high coast was sighted to the south-west, to which 
tihe name of Bank's Land was given. 

Captain Parry states that on me 23rd the ships received 
by £ur the heaviest shocks they had experienced during the 
Toyage, and performed six miles of the most difficult navi- 
gation he had ever known among ice. 

Two musk bulls were shot on the 24th by parties who 
landed, out of a herd of seven which were seen. They 
were Hghter than the first one shot — weighing only about 
360 lbs. From the number of skulls and skeletons of these 
^nimalfl met with, and their capabilities of enduring the 
rigour of the climate, it seems probable that ihej <£> not 
jnigrate southward, but winter on tbis island. 

Attempts were still made to work to the eastward, but 
on the 25th, from want of wind, and the closeness of the 
ice, the ships were obliged to make fast again, without 
having gained above a mile after several hours labour. A 
iredi l>reeze springing up on the 26th opened a passage 
along shore, and the ships made sail to the eastward, and 
in the evening were off their old quarters in Winter Har- 
bour. On the following evening, after a fine run, they 
were off the east end of Melville Island. Lieut. Parry., 
this day, announced to the officers and crew that after due 
consideration and consultation, it had been found useless 
to prosecute their researches farther westward, and there- 
fore endeavours would be made in a more southerly direc- 
tion, failing in which, the expedition would return to 
England, fiegent Lilet and the southern shores generally, 
were found so blocked up with ice, that the return to 
England was on the 30th of August publicly announced. 
This day, Navy Board and Admiralty Ldets were passed, 
and on the 1st of September the vessels got clear of Bar- 
row Strait, and reached Baffin's Bay on the 6th. They 
fell in with a whaler belonging to Hull, from whom they 
learnt the news of the death of George the Third and the 
Duke of Kent, and that eleven vessels having been lost 
in the ice last year, fears were entertained for their safety. 
The Friendship, another Hull whaler, informed them that 
in company with the Truelove she had looked into Smith's 
Sound tliat summer. The Alexander, of Aberdeen, one 
of the ships employed on the former voyage of discovery 
to these seaa, had also entered Lanca&tieT Sound. After 
touching at Clyde's iRiver, where they met & ^oo^-T^Xivxtfe^ 
^ai^ cf&quhnaxa, tiie eh^ made t\M\»eiii^ c& ^e\x ^^i 



pahry's secokd voyage. 6S 

Across the Atlantic, and after a somewHat boisterons pas- 
sage, Commodore Parry landed at Peteiliead on the 30th 
of October, taad, accompanied by Captain Sabine and Mr. 
Hooper, posted to London. 

Paeey's Second Voyage, 1821—1828. 

The experience which Capt. Parry had formed in his 
previous voyage, led him to entertain the opinion that a «• 
communication might be found between iKegent Inlet 
and Eoe's Welcome, or through EepulseBay, and thence to 
the north-western ^ores. The following are his remarks : 
** On an inspection of the charts I think it will also appear 
probable that a communication will one day be foimd to 
exist between this inlet (Prince Eegent's) and Hud- 
son's Bay, either through the broad and unexplored 
channel called Sir Thomas Soe's Welcome, or through 
Eepulse Bay, which has not yet been satisfactorily 
examined. It is also probable that a channel will be found 
to exist between the western land and the northern coast 
of America." Again, in another place, he says, " Of the 
existence of a North- West Passage to the Paci£c it is now 
scarcely possible to doubt, and from the success which 
attended our efforts in 1819, after passing through Sir 
James Lancaster's Sound, we were not unreasonable in 
anticipating its complete accomplishment. But the season 
in which it is practicable to navigate the Polar Seas does 
not exceed seven weeks. From all that we observed it 
seems desirable that ships endeavouring to reach the 
Pacific Ocean by this route should keep if possible on the 
coast of America, and the lower in latitude that coast 
may be found, the more favourable will it prove fOT the 
purpose ; hence Cumberland Strait, Sir Thomas Eoe's 
Welcome, and Repulse Bay appear to be the points most 
worthy of attention. I cannot tnerefore but consider that 
any expedition equipped by Grreat Britain with this view 
ought to employ its best energies in attempting to pene- 
trate from the eastern coast of America along its northern 
shore. In consequence of the partial success which has 
hitherto attended our attempts, the whalers have already 
extended their views, and a new field has been opened 
for one of the most lucrative branches of our commerce, 
and what is scarcely of less importance, one of the most 
Taluable nurseries for seamen which Great BritaMa. "^q«»- 
aesses." — Parry's First Voyage, vol. u. -p, ^lASS. 

Pleased with, bk former zeal and enotefrgm^, ^siL^^ctt. 
^er to give bim m opportunity o? te«\im^ ^^ \xsiSa ^t 
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his observations, a few months after he returned home, 
the Admiralty ^ave Parry the command of another expe- 
dition, with ins^ctions to proceed to Hudson's Strait, and 
penetrate to the westward until in Repulse Bay, or on 
some other part of the shores of Hudson's Bay to the 
north of Wager B-iver, he should reach the western coast 
of the continent. Failing in these quarters, he was to keep 
along the coast, carefully examining every bend or inlet, 
which should appear likely to afford a practicable passage 
to the westward. 

The vessels conunissioned, with their officers and crews, 
were the following. Several of the officers of the former 
expedition were promoted, those who had been on the last 
voyage with Parry I have marked with an asterisk : — 

Fury, 

Commander — *W. E. Parry. 

Chaplain and Astronomer — Eev. Geo. Fisher (was in 

the Dorothea^ under Capt. Buchan, in 1818.) 
lieutenants'— *J. Nias and *A. Beid. 
Surgeon— *J. Edwards. 
Purser — ^*W. H. Hooper. 
Assistant-Surgeon — J. Skeoch. 
Midshipmen — *Z, C. Boss, ♦J. Bushnan, J. Henderson, 

F. B. M. Crozier. 
Greenland Pilots — ^*J. Allison, master ; *G. Crawford, 

mate. 
47 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 60. 

JELecla. 

Commander — G. F. Im>n. 

Lieutenants — ^*H. P. Hoppner and *C. Palmer. 

Surgeon — ^*A. Fisher. 

Purser — J. Germain. 

Assistant-Surgeon — ^A. McLaren. 

Midshipmen— ♦W. N. Griffiths, J. Sherer, C. Bichards, 

E. J. Bird. 
Greenland Pilots — ^*G. Fife, master ; *A. Elder, mate. 
46 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 58. 

Lieutenant Lyon, the second in command, had obtained 

some reputation from his travels in Tripoli, Mourzouk, 

and other parts of 19'ortheni AMca, and was raised to the 

ranJr of Commander on his appointnieiit to \2i;i!& Hecla, vtkd 
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received his promotion as Captain, when the expedition 
returned. 

The ships were accompanied as far as the ice by the 
Naviilus transport, freighted with provisions and stores, 
which were to De transhipped as soon as room was found 
for them. 

The vessels got away from the little Nore early on the 
8th of May, 1821, but meeting with strong gales off the 
Greenland coast, and a boisterous passage, did not fall in 
with the ice until the middle T)f June. 

On the 17th of June, in a heavy gaJe from the south* 
ward, the sea stove and carried away one of the quarter 
boats of the Hecla. On the following day, in lat. 60° 
53' N., long. 61° 39' W., they made the pack or main 
body of ice, having many large bergs in and near it. On 
the 19th, E^solution Island, at the entrance of Hudson 
Strait, was seen distant sixty-four miles. Capt. Lyon 
states, that during one of the watches, a large fragment 
was observed to fall from an iceberg near the Hechif 
which threw up the water to a great height, sending 
forth at the same time a noise like the report of a great 
gun. From this period to the Ist of July, the ships 
were occupied in clearing the Nautilus of her stores pre- 
paratory to her return home, occasionally made fast to a 
berg, or driven out to sea by gales. On the 2nd, after 
running through heavy ice, they again made Hesolution 
Island, and shaping their course for the Strait, were soon 
introduced to the company of some unusually large ice- 
bergs. The altitude oi one was 268 feet above the surface 
of the sea ; its total height, therefore, allowing one-seventh 
only to be visible, must have been about 1806 feet ! This 
however is supposing the base under water not to spread 
beyond the mass above water. The vessels had scarcely 
drifted past this floating mountain, when the eddy tidte 
carried them with great rapidity amongst a cluster 
of eleven bergs of huge size, and having a beautiful 
diversity of form. The largest of these was 210 feet 
above the water. The floe ice was running wildly at the 
rate of three miles an hour, sweeping the vessels past the 
bergs, against any one of which they might have received 
incalculable injury. An endeavour was made to make 
the ships fast to one of them, (for all of them were aground), 
in order to ride out the tide, but it proved unsucce««M., 
and the Fwry had much difficulty in. ^endim^ «* \i<i^ ^^"^^ 
some men who were on a small \>eTg, iMiiKvii^ V^e» ^^st 
AfiT ice anchors. They were tkexeiox© fw«^\» ^^a»^ *^^ 
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aoon beeefc. Fiflby-foor icebergs wer^ ooimted tsom tW 
mast-head. 

On the 3rd they niBde some progress through very heavy 
jQoes ; bnt on the tide tumiBg, the loose ice flew together 
with such rapidity aad noise, that there was barely tixa% 
to secure the ships in a natural dock, before the two streams 
met, and even then they received some heavy shocks. 
Water was procured for use firom the pools in the floe to 
which the snips were made fast ; and this being the flrst 
time of doing so, afforded great amusement to tli^ novices» 
who, even wW it was their period of rest, preferred pelt- 
ijkg each other with snow-balls, to going to bed. Bufletin^ 
with eddies, strong cunrents, and dangerous bergs, thejf 
were kept in a state of anxiety and danger, for a week or 
ten days. On one oeeasioA, with the prospect of baing 
driven on shore, the pressure they experienced was so 
great, that Ave hawsers, six inches thick, were carried 
away, and the best bower anchor of the JETecla was wrenched 
fgwsk the bows, and broke ofl* at the head of the shank, with 
m much ease as if, instead of weighing upwards of a toi^ 
it had been of eroekery ware. For a week they weret 
embayed by the ice, and during this period they saw thre* 
strange ships, also beset, under Beeolution Island, which 
they contrived to join cm the 16th of July, making fast taa 
doe near them. They proved to be the Hudson's Bay 
Company's traders. Prince of Wales and Edd^stone, witL 
the Lord WelUngtoA, chartered to convey 160 natives oi 
Holland, who were f)roceeding to settle on Lord Selkirk's 
estate, at the Bed luver. " Whilst neanng these vessels 
(says Lyon)» we observed the settlers waltzing on deck, for 
above two hours, the men in old-fashioned grey jackets, 
snd the women wearing long-eared mob caps, like those used 
by the Swiss peasants. As we were surrounded by ice, 
and the thermometer was at the freezing point, it may be 
supposed that this baU, al vero fresco^ anbrded us much 
amusement." The Hudson's Bay ships had lefb England 
twenty days after the expedition. 

The emigrant ship had been hampered nineteen daya 

amongst tl^ ice, before she joined the others ; and as this 

navia^ation was new to her captain and crew, they almosi 

despaired of ever getting to their journey's end, bo varied 

and constant had been their impediments. The Dutch* 

men had, however, behaved very philosophically during 

tlus j^eriod, and seemed detemuned on oeiog merry, in 

spite of the weather and the dangers. Severn mama^*es 

had taken place, (the surgeoix, who -w^s acccnoi^MyiyfiftH^ 

thfim to the colony, oiEciating aa cVergjisaaiv,'^ wA xe^kk^ 
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more were in agitation; each happy couple always deferring 
the ceremony until a fine day allowed of an evening ball, 
which was only terminated by a fresh breeze, or a fall o€ 
snow. (Lyoris Private Jowmaly p. IL) On the 17th the 
ships were separated by the ice, and they saw no more of 
their visitors. On the 21gt they were only off the Lower 
Savage Islands. In the evening they saw a very l^i^e 
bear lyin^ on a piece of ice, and two boats were instantly 
sent off m chase. Hiey approadied very dose bef(»re 
he took to the water, when ne swam rapidly, and made ; 
long springs, taming boldly to face his pursuers. It wm 
with difficulty he was oaptored. As these animals, although 
very fat and bulky, smk the instant they die, he was 
lashed to a boat, and brought alongside the shm. Om 
hoisting him in, they were astonished to find that hia 
weight exceeded sixteen hundred pounds, being one of the 
largest ever killed. Two instances, only, of brger bean 
being shot are recorded, and these were oy Barentz*s crew^ 
in his third voyage, at Cherie Island, to which they gave 
the name of fiear Island. The two bears killed then 
measured twdve and tiiirteen feet, while this one only 
measured ^ht feet ei^t indies, from ihe snout to this 
insertion of the tail, xhe seamen ate the flesh without 
experiencing any of those baneM effects whidgi old nwri- 
gators atta*ibute to it, and which are stated to have made 
%ree of Barentz's pec^le " so sidk that we expected thej 
would have died, and their skins peeled off from head to 
foot." Bruin was very fat, and having procured a tub of 
blubber from the carcass, it was thrown overboard, and 
the smeU soon attracted a couple of walruses, the first that 
had been yet seen. 

They here feU in wiili a numerous body of the Esqiii« 
maux, who visited them from the shore. In leas than aa 
hour the ships were beset with thirty *' kayaks," or men's 
canoes, and five of the women's large boats, or '' oomiaka." 
Some of the latter held upwards of twenty women. A 
most noisy but merry barter instantly took place, the crev 
being as anxious to pmrdbase Esqmmaiix curiosities, as the 
natives were to procure iron and JBuzopean toys. 

" It is quite out of my power (observes Captain Lyon) 
to describe the f^uts, yells, and laughter of the savages^ 
or the confusion which existed for two or three houn. 
The females were at first very shy, and unwilling to com* 
f>n the ice, but bartered everytiune fr(yai^^iMSGc\^o«Xi^ ^\?a>& 
timidiirp> however y soon wore oil, axkdi ^«I»''3\^^^^^^'^ 
became as noky md boisteroxkB «a lik© TnJKa.r ^ ** »^ "^ 
^earoeljr poesihle (he «dd&) W eoncme wK5^QEto% ^ 

t2 
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ngly or disffusting than the cotmtenances of the old 
women, who had inflamed eyes, wrinkled skin, black teeth, 
and, in fact, such a forbiddmg set of features as scarcely 
could be called human ; to which might be added their 
dress, which was such as gave them the appearance of 
aged ouran^-outangs. Frobisher's crew may be pardoned 
for having, in such superstitious times as a.d. 1576. taken 
one of these ladies for a witch, of whom it is said, * The 
old wretch whom our sailors supposed to be a witch, had 
her buskins pulled off, to see if she was doven-footed ; and 
being very ugly and deformed, we let her go/ " 

In bartering they have a singular custom of ratifying 
the bargain, by licking the article all over before it is put 
away in security. Captain Lyon says he frequently shud- 
dered at seeing the children dEraw a razor over their tongue, 
as tmconcemedly as if it had been an ivory paper-knife. 
I cannot forbear quoting here some humorous passages 
from his journal, which stand out in relief to the scientific 
and nautical parts of the narrative. 

" The strangers were so weU pleased in our society, 
that they showed no wish to leave us, and when the 
market had quite ceased, they began dancing and playing 
with our people, on the ice alongside. This exercise set 
many of their noses bleeding, and discovered to us a most 
nasiy custom, which accounted for their gory faces, and 
whi^ was, that as fast as the blood ran down, they scraped 
it with the fingers into their mouths, appearing to con- 
sider it as a refreshment, or dainty, if we might judge by 
the zest with which they smacked their lips at each 
supply." # * # 

" lu order to amuse our new acquaintances as much as 
possible, the fiddler was sent on the ice, where he instantly 
found a most delightfrd set of dancers, of whom some of 
the women kept pretty good time. Their only figure con- 
sisted in stamping and jumping with aU their might. Our 
musician, who was a lively feUow, soon caught the infec- 
tion, and began cutting capers also. In a short time every 
one on the fioe, officers, men, and savages, were dancing 
, together, and exhibited one of the most extraordinary 
sights I ever witnessed. One of our seamen, of a fresh^ 
ruddy complexion, excited the admiration of all the young 
females, wno patted liis face, and danced around him 
wherever he went. 

" The exertion of dancing so exhilarated the Esquimaux, 
that they had the appearance of \)eixis bo\&tetously drunk, 
md played many ex&aordinacy pras£&. Ai!M>T\igaX.QK)SiKt^, 
^ was a fivounte joke to nm. suly \)elQm<i ^^« %Q«s&ftTi« vgl\ 
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«liontmg loudly in one ear, to give tliem at the same time 
a very smart slap on the other. While looking on, I was 
sharply saluted m this manner, and, of course, was quite 
startled, to the great amusement of the bystanders : our 
cook, who was a most active and unwearied iumper, 
became so great a favourite, that every one boxed nis ears 
so soundly, as to oblige the poor man to retire &om 
such boisterous marks of approbation. Amongst other 
sports, some of the Esquimaux rather roughly, but with 
j^eat good humour, challenged our people to wrestle. 
One man, in particular, who had thrown several of his 
countrymen, attacked an officer of a very strong make, 
but the poor savage was instantly thrown, and with no 
very easy fall; yet, although every one was laughing 
at nim, he bore it with exemplary ^ood humour. The 
same officer afforded us much diversion by teaching a 
large party of women to bow, curtsey, shake hands, turn 
their toes out, and perform sundry other polite accom- 
plishments; the whole party, master andT pupils, pre- 
serving the strictest gravity. 

" Towards midnignt all our men, except the watch cm 
^^eck, turned in to tneir beds, and the fatigued and hungry 
Esquimaux returned to iheir boats to take their supper, 
which consisted of lumps of raw flesh and blubber 
of seals, birds, entrails, &c. ; licking their fingers with 
great zest, and with knives or fingers scraping the blood 
aod grease which ran down their chins into their 
mouths." 

Many other parties of the natives were fallen in with 
during the slow progress of the ships, between Salisbury 
and Nottingham Islands, who were equally as eager 
to beg, barter, or thieve ; and the mouth was the gene* 
ral repository of most of the treasures they received; 
needles, pins, nails, buttons, beads, and other small et- 
ceteras, being indiscriminately stowed away there, but 
detracting in nowise from their volubility of speech. On 
the 13th of August the weather being calm and fine, 
narwhals or sea-unicorns were very numerous about the 
ships, and boats were sent, but without success, to strike 
one. There were sometimes as many as twen^ of these 
beautiful fish in a shoal, lifting at times their immense 
horn above the water, and at others showing their glossy 
backs, which were spotted in the manner of coach dogs in 
England. The length of these fish is abow^ ^S^^-^s^ Hj^^^ 
exclusive ot the horn, which avexageB ft:^^ at ^oLTSiErt^. 

Captain Parry landed and slept on. ^OTSiVSMass^^tos^^^?^* 
MJs boat's crew ©aught in liolea oa ^Siaa ^ie^jaa. wffiwassB^ 
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fliUockSy or joung coal-fish, to serre for two meals for tiie 
whdie ship's company. Dliring the night white whales 
were seen lying in hundreds close to the rocks, probably 
leediog on me sillocks. After carefiilly examining Doka 
{i£ York Bay, the ships got into the !Frozen Strait ef 
Middleton on the morning of the 20di, and an anxioiKi 
dajT was closed by passing an opening to the sonthward, 
which was found to be Sir Thomas l£>e's Welcome, and 
heaving to for the night off a bay to the north-west. 
The ships got well in to Eepolse Bay on ike 22nd, and • 
carefal examination of its shores was made by the boats. 

Captains Parry and Lyon, with seyeral officers j&om 
each ship, landed and explored the northern shores, while 
a boat examined the head of the bay. The waters of 
a long cove are described by Captain Lyon as being abso- 
lutely hidden by the quantities of young eider duc^ 
whicn, under the direction of their mothers, were m airing 
their first essays in swimming. 

Captain Lyon with a boat's crew made a trip of a 
couple of days along some of the indents of the bay» 
and discovered an inlet, which, however, on being entered 
subsequently by the ships, proved only to be the dividing 
ehannel between an island and the mainland, about mx 
miles in length by one in breadtii. Proceeding to the nortii* 
ward by Hurd*s channel, they experienced a long rolling 
j;roand swell setting against them. On the 2dth, asoend- 
mg a steep mountain. Captain Lyon discovered a noble 
bay, subsequently named Gore fiay, in which lay a few 
isliuids, and towards this they directed their course. 

Captain Parry, who had been two days absent witili 
boats exploring the channel and shores of the strait^ 
returned on the 29th, but set off again on the same day 
with six boats to sound and examine more minutely. 
When Parry returned at night, Mr. Griffiths, of tha 
JELecla, brought on board a large doe, which he had killed' 
while swimming (amongst large masses of ice) from isle 
to isle ; two others and a fawn were procured on shore by 
tiie jPi^*« people. The game laws, as they were laid 
down on the former voyage while wintering at Melvilld 
Island, were once more put in force. These '* enacted 
that for the purpose of economizing the ship's provisions^ 
all deer or musk-oxen killed shoula be served out in lieu 
of the usual allowance of meat. Hares, ducks, and other 
birds were not at this time to be included. As an encou- 
ragement to sportsmen, the head, le^s, and 6ffal of the 
-BTger animala were to be the perqumte% oi \)[io^q ^Vq 
procured the c&rcaae» fog "tiie geneiral i^oodu" ^^^3i ^s^kiar 
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yniTnnla of this daj (observes Lyon) we were eoaTinoed 
ii&t our sportsmen had not forgotten the Istitade to whkli 
their perquisites might legally extend, for the ne^ weM 
made so long as to encroach considerably on tJie Tertebrss 
of tiie back ; a manner of amputating the heads which 
had been learnt dnrinff the fbrmer Toyage, and, no doabt» 
would be strictlr acted np to in the present one." 

Whilst the ships on the dOth were proceeding through 
this strait, having to contend with heavy wind and wud 
ice, which with an impetuous tide ran i^ainst the rocks 
with loud crashes, at tne rate of five knots in the centra 
stream; four boats towing astern were torn away by the 
ice, and, with the men m them, were Spt some time in 
great danger. Ihe vessels anchored for the night in A 
small nook, and weighing at daylight on the 3ist they 
stood to the eastward, but Gore &j was found closely 
packed with ice, and most of the inlets they passed were 
also beset. 

A prevalence of fog, northerly wind, and heavy ice in doet 
of some mile8incircumferenoe,now carried the ships, in spite 
of constant labour and exertions, in three days back to the 
very spot in Fox's Channel, where a month aeo they had 
commenced their operations. It was not tiU the 5th of 
September that ther could again get forward, and then by 
one of the usual changes in the navi^tion of t^eee sea8» 
the ships ran well to the north-east unimpeded, at the rate 
of six knots an hour, anchoring for the night at the mouth 
of a large opening, which was named Lyon Inlet. The 
next day they proceeded about twenty-five miles up tiiift 
inlet, which appeared to be about eight miles Nx>ad. 
Captain Parry pushed on with two boats to examine thd 
head of the inlet, taking provisions for a week. He 
returned on the 14th, having ffoled in finding any outlet to 
the place he had been examining, which was very extensive, 
ftdl of fiords and rapid overfalls of the tide. He had 
procured a sufficiency of game to afibrd his people a hot 
supper every evening, which, after the constant labour of 
the day, was highly acceptable. He fell in also with a 
small party of natives who displayed the usual thieving 
propensities. 

Animal food of all kinds was found to be very plentiftd 
in this locality. A fine salmon trout was brought down by 
one of the officers from a lake in the mountains. The crew 
of the Secla killed in a fortnight fo^is dft«t,iQtN*^'^ft3sx5s«i> 
eighty-twopfcannigan, fifty duc\La,^3M^^^^ct%,'*&sNi^lQr£S^'» 
three rarena, four seals, eraimeA, TQ»araao\X«»^ ^^"^'c^SCa 
Two of the seals killed -were immei^© ^c^vsas^a o^ ^«» 
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bearded species (Pkoca barbcUa), very fat, weighing about 
eight or nine cwt., the others were the common species 
(P. vituUna,) 

Captain Parry again left in boats on the 15th to examine 
xnore carefully the land that had been passed so rapidly on 
tJie 5th and 6th. Not finding him retom on the 241^1, 
Captain Lyon ran down the coast to meet him, and by 
burning bine lights fell in with him at ten that night. 
It appeared he had been frozen np for two days on the 
second evening after leaving. When he got clear he ran 
down to, and sailed round, Gore Bay, at that time per- 
fectly clear of ice, but by the next morning it was quite 
fiUed with heav^ pieces, which much impeded his return. 
Once more he was frozen up in a small bay, where he was 
detained three days ; when finding there was no chance 
of getting out, in consequence of me rapid formation of 
young ice, by ten hours' severe labour, the boats were 
carried over a low point of land, a mile and a half wide;^ 
and once more launched. 

On the 6th pf October the impediments of ice continuing 
to increase, being met with in all its formations of sludge 
or young ice, pancake ice and bay ice, a small open bay 
isduiin a little cape of land, forming the S.E. extremity of 
an island off Lyon Lilet, was soimded, and being found 
to be safe anchorage the ships were brought in, and, from 
the indications which were setting in, it was finally deter- 
Tnined to secure them there for the winter ; by means of 
a canal half a mile long, which was cut, the y w ere taken 
jEurther into the bay. Tie island was named Winter Isle. 

Preparations were now made for occupation and amuse- 
ment, so as to pass awa^^ pleasantly the period of detention. 
A good stock of theatrical dresses and properties having 
been laid in by the officers before leaving Englanc^ 
arrangements were made for performing plays fortnightly, 
as on their last winter residence, as a means of amusing 
the seamen, and in some degree to break the tedious 
monotony of their confinement. As there could be no 
desire, or hope of excelling, every officer's name was 
readily entered on the list of dramatis persorue, Captain 
Lyon kindly undertaking the difficult office of manager. 
Those ladies (says Lyon^ who had cherished the growth 
of their beards and whiskers, as a defence against the 
inclemency of the climate, now generously agreed to do 
away with such unfeminine ornaments, and everything 
Jbade fair for a moat stylish theatre. 
Asa curiosity, I may here put on, xecoT^i ^e i^Aa^-^s^lat 
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tlie eTening. I have added the ship to whicli each officer 
belonged. 

THEATEE EOYAL, 

WIKTBB ISLE, 



The Fablic are respectfully informed that this litlile, yet 
elegant, Theatre will open for the season on Friday 
next, the 9th of November, 1821, when will be per- 
formed Sheridan's celebrated Comedy of 

THE BIVALS. 

Sir Anthony Absolute . Captain Parry (Fu/iy). 

Captain Absolute . • Captain Lyon (Hecta), 

Sir Idccius O'Trigger . Mr. Crozier {Fury), 

Faulhland • • • . Mr. J. Edwards {Fv/ry)^ 

Acres Mr. J. Henderson (J^hjury)* 

Fag Lieut. Hoppner (Hecla), 

David Lieut. E«ia {Fury), 

Mrs, Malaprop • • . Mr. C. Eichards {Secla). 

Julia Mr. W. H. Hooper (Fury)* 

Lydia Languish • . Mr. J. Sherer (Mecla), 

latcy Mr. W. Mogg (clerk of Hecla)^ 



Songs by Messrs. C. Palmer (Hecla) and J. Henderson 
will be introduced in the course of the evening. 



On the 17th of Docember a shivering set of actors peis 
formed to a great-coated, yet very cold audience tho 
comedy of the " Poor G entleman." A burst of true Eng- 
lish feeling was exhibited during the performance of this 
play. Li the scene where Ideut, iVorthington and Corj^al 
Foss recount in so animated a manner their former achieve- 
ments, advancing at the same time, and huzzaing for 
** Old England," the whole audience, with one accord, roso 
and gave three most hearty cheers. They then sat dowxif 
and the play continued uninterrupted. 

On Christmas Eve, in order to keep the people quiet 
and sober, two farces were performed, and the phantasma- 
goria (which had been kindly presented anonymously to 
the ships before leaving by a lady) exhibited, so th».t^« 
ziight passed merrily away. 

The coldness of ike weather proved no'bw \/i ^^ ^^^Ix 
^xrmance of a play at the appointed toae, li ^^ «cD»aR^ 
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ilie fieajBen tlie pxirpose was answered, bat it was a cmei 
task for the performers. " In our green-room (says Lyon), 
which was as much warmed as any other part of the 
Theatre, the thennometer stood at 16°, and on a table 
which was placed over a stove, and about six inches above 
It, the coffee froze in the cups. For my sins, I was obliged 
to be dressed in the height of the fashion, as Dick Dowr 
las, in the *' Heir at Law," and went through the last 
acene of the play with two of my fingers ficost-bitten ! Let 
those who have witnessed and admired the performances 
of a Young, answer if he could possibly mive stood so 
cold a reception." 

Captain JParzj also states in his Journal, *' Among the 
recreations which afforded the highest ^tification to 
several among UB, I may mention the musical parties we 
were enabled to muster, and which assembled on stated 
evenings throughout the winter, alternately in Commander 
Lyon's cabin and in my own. More skufy amateurs in 
music might well haye smiled at these, our humble con- 
certs, but it will not incline them to think less of the 
science they admire, to be assured that, in these remote and 
desolate regions of the globe, it has often furnished us with 
the most pleasurable sensations which our situation was 
capable of affording; for, independently of the mere grati- 
fication afforded to the ear by music, there is, perhaps, 
scarcely a person in the world really fond of it, in whose 
mind its sound is not more or less connected with ' his far 
listant home.* There are always some remembrances 
which render them inseparable, and those associations are 
BOt to be despised, which, while we are engaged in the 
performance of our duty, can still occasiondly transporl 
UB into the social circle of our friends at home, in spite of 
the oceans that roll between us." But their attention was 
not confined tc mere amusements. Much to the credit of 
the seamen, an application was made in each ship for per* 
mission to open an evening school, which was willingly 
acceded to. Almost every man could read and some 
could write a little, but several found that, from long 
disuse, it was requisite to begin agsun. 

Mr. Halse volunteered to superintend the daases in the 
JBkurg; while Benjamin White, a seaman, who had been 
educated at Christ's Hospital, officiated as schoolmaster in 
the Hecla, and those best qualified to assist aided in the 
iQ5tri2ction of their shipmates, who made rapid progress 
wider their toition. On ClunBtm&a Da^, Ot^^tain Lyon 
^M«s tiuit he reoeiyed sixteen oo^iea {xool T&eiv^ ^\^ ^:^<^ 
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monthB before scarcely knew their letters. These little 
specimens were all well written, and sent with as much 
pride as if the writers had been good little schoolboys, 
instead of stout and excellent seamen. 

An obsermtory was erected on shore, for carrying oa 
magnetical, astronomical, and other scientific operations* 
Foxes were very plentiful about the ships ; fifteen were 
caught in one trap in four hours on the ni^ht of the 25tb 
of October, and aboreone htmdred were either trapped or 
killed in the conarse of three months, and yet there seemed 
but little diminution in their numbers. Captain Lyon 
says he found them not bad eating, the flee^ much 
resembling that of kid. A pack of thirteen wolves came 
occasionaJrjr to have a kx>k at ihe ships, and on one occa- 
sion broke into a snow-house alongside, and walked oft 
with a couple cf Esquimaux dogs confined there. Bears 
now and then also made their appearance. 

A very beautiful ermine walked on board the Seda one^ 
day, and was caught in a small trap placed on the deok^ 
eertainly the first of these animals which was ever taken 
alire on board a ship 400 yards from i^e land. The 
ravenous propensities of even some of the smallest 
members of ihe animal kingdom are exemplified by the 
following extract:— 

" We nad for some time observed that in the fire-hole, 
which was kept open in the ice alongside, a countless mul-^ 
titude of smdl shrimps were constantly rising near the 
surface, and we soon found that in twenty-four nours they 
would dean, in the most beautiful manner, the skeletons.*' 

After attending Divine service on Christmas Day, the 
officers and crews sat down to the luxury of joints of 
English roast beef, which had been kept untainted by 
being frozen, and the outside rubbed with salt. Cranberrr 
pies and puddings, of every shi^e and size, with a fim 
allowance of spirits, followed, and, probably the natural 
attendance of neadaches succeeded, for the next mornings 
it was deemed expedient to send all the people for a run on 
the ice, in order to put them to rights ; but^ thick weather 
coming on it became necessary to tbcbI them, and, post- 
poning the dinner hour, they were all danced sober by 
one o'clock, the fiddler being, fortunately, quite as he 
should be. During this curious ball, a witty fellow 
attended as an old cake woman, with lumps of frozen, 
snow in a bucket ; imd such was the deinfiiSi<& ^ot \cl% ^^^ 
on this occasion, that he was o\>\iged to TC^evsv^ ^^^'J^^^ 
Aeguentfy, The year had now &tfwii\o «b <2lo^» vsA^s* 
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enjoyed excellent health, and were blessed with good 
spirits, and zeal for the renewal of their arduous exertions 
in the summer. 

No signs of scurvy, the usual plague of such voyages, 
had occurred, and by the plans of Captain Parry, as 
carried out on the foriervoyLe, a sufficieW of mnstard 
and cress was raised between decks to afford all hands a 
^ salad once, and sometimes twice a week. The cold now 
became intense. Wine &oze in the bottles. Port was 
congealed into thin pink laminsB, which 1^ looselj, and 
occupied the whole length of the bottle. White wme, on 
the contrary, &oze into a solid and perfectly transparent 
mass, resembling amber. 

On the 1st of February the monotony of their life was 
varied by the arriyal of a large partj of Esqnimanx. and an 
interchsuige of visits thenceforward took place with this 
tribe, which, singularly enough, were proverbial for their 
honesty. Ultimately, however, they began to displajr 
some thievish propensities, for on one evemng in March a 
most shocking theft was committed, which was no less 
than the last piece of English corned beef £rom the mid« 
fihipmen's mess. Had it been an 181b. carronade, or 
even one of the anchors, the thieves would have been 
welcome to it; but to purloin English beef in such 
a country was unpardonable. 

On the 15th of March Captain Lyon, Lieutenant 
Palmer, and a party of men, left the ship, with provisions, 
tents, &c., in a large sledge, for an excursion of three or 
four days, to examine the land in the neighbourhood of 
the ships. 

The first night's encampment was anything but com- 
fortable. Their tent they foimd so cold, wat it was 
•determined to make a cavern in the snow to sleep in ; and 
digging this afforded so good an opportunity of warming 
themsSves, that the only shovel was lent &om one to the 
other as a particular favour. After digging it of sufficient 
size to contain them all in a sitting posture, by means of 
the smoke of ^fire they managed to raise the temperature 
to 20°, and, closing the entrance with blocks of snow, crept 
into their blanket oags and tried to sleep, with the plea- 
sant reflection that their roof might fall m and bury them 
all, and that their one spade was the only means of 
liberation ailer a night*s drift of snow. 

They woke next morning to encounter a heavy gale and 
dn/b, and found their sledge bo embedded m the snow 
ibat they could not get at it, aad in t\i.e «ii\>\£nm:^\> ^hiv^ 
^ees and extremities were most pwnixiQly tto?»\AiV\X«a- 
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The tliennometer was at 32° below zero : they could not, 
moreover, see a yard of the road ; yet to remain appeared 
worse than to ^o forward — ^the last plan was, therefore, 
decided on. The tent, sledge, and luggage were left 
behind, and with only a few pounds of bread, a little rum, 
and a spade, the party again set out; and in order to depict 
their sufferings, I must take up the narrative as related by 
the commander himself. 

" Not knowing where to go, we wandered amongst the 
heavy hummocks of ice, and suffering from cold, fatigue, 
and anxiety, were soon completely bewildered. Several of 
our party now began to exmbit symptoms of that horrid 
kind of msensibility which is the prelude to sleep. They 
all professed extreme willingness to do what iJiey were 
told in order to keep in exercise, but none obeyed ; on 
the contrary, they reeled about like drunken men. The 
faces of several were severely frost-bitten, and some had 
for a considerable time lost sensation in their fingers and 
toes ; yet they made not the slightest exertion to rub the 
parts affected, and even discontinued their general 
custom of warming" each other on observing a discolora* 
tion of the skin. Mr. Palmer employed the people ia 
building a snow wall, ostensibly as a shelter nrom the 
wind, but in fact to give them exercies, when standing 
still must have proved fatal to men in our circumstances. 
My attention was exclusively directed to Sergeant Speck- 
man, who, having been repeatedly warned mat his nose 
was frozen, had paid no attention to it, owing to the state 
of stupefaction into which he had fallen. The frost-bite 
had now extended over one side of his face, which wa» 
frozen as hard as a mask ; the eyelids were stiff, and one- 
comer of the upper lip so drawn up as to expose the teeth 
and gums. My nands being still warm, I had the happi- 
ness of restoring the circulation, after which I used all my 
endeavours to keep the poor fellow in motion ; but he 
complained sadly of giddiness and dimness of sight, and 
was so weak as to be unable to walk without assistance. 
His case was so alarming, that I expected every moment 
he would lie down, never to rise agam. 

" Our prospect now became every moment more gloomy, 
and it was but too probable that four of our party would 
be unable to survive another hour. Mr. Palmer, however, 
endeavoured, as well as myself, to cheer the people \l^,\sss!s. 
it was a faint attempt, as we had not & svxi^'&\^cs^^ \» ^^^ 
them. Every -piece of ice, or even of smsSiTO<3»sL ot ^Xcrafi^ 
was now supposed to be the ships, anLd^e\\ajaL ^«»^j^^sS^- 
4mltjrm preventing the men from rammii^ ^ ^^ ^aSss«»'«» 
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objects whick attracted them, and consequently loaiii^ 
themselyes in the dnft. In this state, while Mr. Palmer 
WBS running round us to warm himself, he suddenly pitdied 
on a new beaten track, and as exercise was indispensable^ 
Tfe determined on following it, wherever it might lead us. 
Having taken the sergeant under my eoat, he recovered a 
little, iukL we moved onwards, when to our infinite joy wo 
found that the path led to the ships." 

As the result of this exposure, one man had two of his 
fingers so badly £rost-bitten as to lose a good deal of ibe 
£esh of ike upper ends, and for many days it was feared 
that he would be obliged to have them amputated. Quar- 
ter-master 'Carr, one of those who had been the most 
hardy while in the air, fainted twice on^etting below, and 
every one had severe frost-bites in di£Srent parts of tiba 
body, which recovcored after the usual loss of sJcin ia these 
•cases. 

One of the Esquimaux femake, by name Igloolik, wiio 
plays a conspicuous part in the narrative, was a genmal 
mvourite, being possessed of a large fund of useful infomui- 
tion, having a good voice and ear for music, being an 
excellent sempstress, and having sudi a good idea of the 
hydrography and bearings of the neighbouring sea-coasts, 
as to draw charts which guided Parry much m his future 
operati<His, lor he found h^r sketches to be in the main cor- 
rect. She ccmnected the land from their winter-quarters to 
the north-west sea, rounding and terminating the northern, 
extremity of this part of America, by a large island, and a 
strait of sufficient magnitude to afford a safe passage for 
the ships. This little north-west passage, observes Lyon^ 
set us all casile-building, and we already fancied the worst 
part of our voyage over; or, at all events, that before half 
the ensuing summer was past, we should arrive at Akkoolee, 
the Esquimaux settlement on the western shore. Half- 
way between that coast and Bepulse Bay, Igloolik drew 
on her chart a lake of considerable size, living small 
streams running from it to the sea, on each side ; and the 
, correctness oi this information was fuUy proved by Eae 
in his recent expedition in 1846. 

On the 13th of April their Esquimaux friends took their 

departure for other quarters; towards the end of the 

month the crewa completed the cutting of trenches roxmd 

Uie vessels, in order tiiat they might nse to their proper 

bearings previous to working in uie holds, and the ships 

4oatcd like corka on their na^ve element, «.^t t\i!&\x lon^ 

imprisonment of 191 days. As the Bea&ou wgnsjcBrodLXo \» 

iaiproringt another land expeditioix. y^^A d^Timns^ ^sa% 
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and Captaiii Ljon and Lieutenant Palmer, attended bj 
a party of eight men, set off on the 8th of May, taking 
with them twenty days' proyisions. Each man direw on a 
8ledge 126 lbs., and the officers 95 lbs. a-piece. 

** Xoaded as we were (says the leader), it was with the 
greatest difficulty we made our way amongst and oyer the 
hummocks, ourselyes and sledges taking some yery un- 
pleasant tumbles. It reqmred two hours and a half to 
cross l^e ice, although the distance was not two miles, and 
Tve then landed on a small island, where we passed the 
night/* 

Seyeral islands and shoals in the strait were named 
Bird's Isles. At noon on the 11th, they camped at the 
head of a fine bay, to which the name of iBlake was giyen. 
In spite of all tne care which had been taken by using 
crape shades, and other coyerin^ for the ejes, fiye of tliS 
party became seyerely afflicted with snow Umdness. Before 
eyening two of the sufferers were quite bilmded by the 
inflammation. Their faces, eyes, and eyen heads, oeinff 
much swollen, and yery red. Bathing would baye afforded 
relief, but the sun did not produce a drop of water, and 
their stock of fuel being limited, they c<wld only spare 
enough wood to thaw snow for their nud-day draught. 

As the m(»ming oi the 12th brought no change in the 
inyalids, another day was lost. lx>wurcb eyening, fay 
breaking pieces oi ice, and placing them in the foil fi^are 
of the sun, sufficient water was ootained, both for drink- 
ing and for the sick to bathe their faces, whieh afforded 
them amazing reUef, and on the morrow they wcare enabled 
to resume tli^ir journey. At noon the sun was sufficientlj 
powerful to afford the trayellers a draught of water witli- 
out haying to thaw it, as had hitherto been the case. 

For neariy three days after this, they were impnsoBed 
in their low tent by a snow-storm, but on the morning of 
the 18th, they were enabled to sally out to stretch their 
legs, and catch a glimpse of the sun. Afber examining 
many bays and indentations of the coast, the party returned 
to the ships on the eyening of the 21st. A canal was now 
cut through the ice, to get the ships to the open water, in 
length 2&0 feet, and yarying in breadth m>m 60 to 197 
feet. The ayerage thickness of the ice was four feet, but 
in some places it was as much as twelye feet. This truly 
arduous task had occupied the crews for fifteen days, fromi 
six in the morning to eight in the eyeiosi^*, woJ^ ^Oms^ 
laboured at it with the greatest Bpirvt vDi^ ^ocAVssk^^Kv 
md it was concluded <m tiie 18th. oi 5\me»^^eTi "Oc^ft cffiiR««»^ 
iw J men began to take leave of ttieii Bever«X ^^ajos^Jwe* «^^ 
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promenades, jpaj^cialarly the " garden" of each ship, which 
had become fayourite loimg^es during their nine months' 
detention. A few ill-fated bunting came near enough to 
be shot, and were instantly roasted for a farewell supper, 
and bright visions of active exertions on the water on the 
morrow were universally entertained. But the night dis- 
pelled all these airy castles, for with the morning's dawn 
they found that the whole bod^ of ice astern of the ships 
had broke adrift, £Qled up the hard-wrought canal, and 
imprisoned them as firm as ever. 

Death now for the fbrst time visited the crews. James 
Pringle, a seaman of the Secla, fell from the mast-head to 
the £ck, and was killed on the 18th of May. Wm. Souter, 
<iuarter-master, and John Beid, carpenter s mate, belong- 
ing to the Fwrv, died on the 26th and 27th, of natural 
causes. Towaros the end of June, the sea began to clear 
rapidly to the eastward, and the bay ice soon gave way as 
far as where the ships were lying, and on the 2nd of July 
ihey put to sea with afresn breeze, after having been 
frozen in for 267 days. 

In making their way to the northward, they were fre- 
quently in much danger. On the 3rd, the ice came down 
on the Hecla with such force as to carry her on board the 
Fwry, by which the Hecla broke her best bower anchor, 
and cut lier waist-boat in two. On the 4th, the pressure 
of the ice was so great as to break the Hecla adrift from 
three hawsers. Four or five men were each on separate 
pieces of ice, parted from the ships in the endeavour to 
run out a hawser. A heavy pressure closing the loose ice, 
unexpectedly gave them a road on board again, or they 
must have been carried away by the stream to certain 
destruction. On the 8th, the Hecla had got her stream- 
cable out, in addition to the other hawsers, and made fast 
to the land ice, when a very heavy and extensive floe took 
the ship on her broadside, and being backed by another 
large body of ice, gradually lifted her stem as if by the 
action of a wedge. 

" The weight every moment increasing, obliged us," 
says Captain Lyon, "to veer on thQ hawsers, whose fric- 
tion was so great as nearly to cut through the bitt-heads, 
and ultimate^ to set them on fire, so that it became requi- 
site for people to attend with buckets of water. The pres- 
sure was at length too powerful for resistance, and the 
stream-cMe, wim two six and one five-inch hawsers, all 
finve way at the same moment, t\ffee o^eiA «ioot^-CoUow- 
&g tbem. The sea was too ML o{\ce \x> tXLo^ >^« i^\^\a 
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drive, and the only way in which she could yield to the 
enormous weight which oppressed her, was by leaning 
over on the land ice, while her stem at the same time was 
entirely lifted to above the height of five feet out of the 
water. The lower deck beams now complained very much, 
and the whole frame of the ship underwent a trial which 
would have proved fatal to any less strengthened vessel. 
At the same moment, the rudder was unhung with a sudden 
jerk, which broke up the rudder-case, and struck the 
driver-boom with great force." 

From this perilous position she was released almost by 
a miracle, ana the rudder re-hun|^. 

The ships at last reached the island which had been so 
accurately described to them by the Esquimaux lady — 
Igloohk, where they came upon an encampment of 120 
Esquimaux, in tents. Captains Parry and Lyon and 
other officers made frequent exploring excursions along 
the shores of the Fury and Hecla strait, and inland. On 
the 26th of August the ships entered this strait, which 
was found blocked up with flat ice. The season had also 
now assumed so wintry an aspect that there seemed but 
little probability of getting much farther west : knowing of 
no harbour to protect the ships, unless a favourable change 
took place, they had the gloomy prospect before them of 
wintering in or near this frozen strait. Boating and land 
parties were dispatched in several directions, to report upon 
the different localities. 

On the 4th of September, Captain Lyon landed on an 
island of slate formation, about six miles to the westward 
of the ships, which he named Amherst Island. The result 
of these expeditions proved that it was impracticable, 
either by boats or water conveyance, to examine any part 
of tibe land south-west of Igloolik, in consequence oi the 
ice. 

Mr. Beid and a boat-party travelled about sixty miles 
to the westward of Amlierst Island, and ascertained the 
termination of the strait. On a consultation with the 
officers, Captain Parry determined to seek a berth near 
to Igloolik, in which to secure the ships for the winter. 
They had now been sixty-five days struggling to get for- 
ward, but had only in that time reached forty miles to the 
westward of Igloolik. The vessels mode the best of their 
way to the natural channel between this island and th<& 
land, but were for some time drifted m\k >i)wft\!Cfc,Vii>Sk.^ 
several anchors, and it was only by laacrd.'^yoi^ Va. ^-vi^Josi^. 
channels that they were brought into s&^ex i^^ax^et^"^'^'®^ 
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the land. Some fine teams of dogs were here purcliased 
from the Esquimaux, whidi were jfouad very seryiceable 
in making excursions on sledges. 

Their seccmd Christmas Pay in this region had no^ 
arrived, aad I^on infcanns ua — 

" Oaptain irarry diaed with me, and was treated with a 
saperb display of mustard and cress, with about fifty 
onions, rivallijig a fine needle in size, which I had reared 
in boxes roxmd my cabin, stove. AU our messes in either 
ship were supplied with an extra povnd of real English 
fresh beef, wluc^ had been hanging at our quarter for 
eighteen months. We ocMild not alford to leave it for % 
&rther trial of keeping, but I have no doubt that double 
tiieperiod WQald not have quite spoiled its flavour." 

This winter proved much more severe than the form^. 
Additk)aal clothing was found ntceaaary. The stove-fan* 
baIs collected a quantity of ice- within iism^ notwithstandii* 
lag fires were Jkept up night aad day, so that it waa 
fi^uently re^juisite to take them down in. order to break 
and melt the ice out of them^ 

19'othiBg waa seen of the sun for foarty-two days. 

On the 15th <^ Anril, Mr. A. Elder, Greenland mate ei 
the Hecla, died of drop^ : he had been, leading man witk 
Parry on Boss's voyage, tmd for his good conduct was 
nade mate of the Griper, on the last expedition. 

On the6th of SeptemJ^er^ 1823, Mr. Geo. Fife, the pilots 
also died of scurvy. 

After taking a review of their ;^ovifflbns, and the proba- 
bility of having to pass a third winter here. Captain Fanr 
cbtermined to send the Mecla home,, taking fron^ her aU 
the provision that could be spared. Little or no hopea 
oofdd be entertained of any passage being found to th» 
westward, otherwise than by the strait now so firmly* 
closed with ice; but Parry trusted that some interesting 
additions might be made to the geography of these dreary 
regions, by attempting a passage to the northward or east* 
•wardf in hopes of findmg an outlet to Lancaster Sound or 
Prince Begent's Inlet. 

On the 21st of April, 1823, they began transshipping the 
provisions ; the teams of dogs being found most useful for 
this purpose. Even two anchors of 22 cwt. each, were 
drawn by these noble animals at a auick trot. 

Upon admitting daylight at tne stem windows of 

tie Meola, on the ^2iid, the gloomy, sooty cabin 

showed to no great advantage, noWa t\Mai\.«?a.Wckftta of 

iV» were taken from the sashes and out oi ^"^ ^\jetii.\w3!ssjc^, 

£x>m which latter some spare fLasmfcAa wA '"vsj^tacvissiec^n 

were only liberated by chopping. 
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On tlie 7tli of June, Captain Lyon, with a party of men, 
set off across the Melville Peninsula, to endeaTour to ^et 
a sight of the western sea, of which they had received dc"* 
scriptive accounts from the natives, but owing to the diffi- 
culties of travelling, and the ranges of mountains they met 
with, they returned unsnccessful, after being out twenty 
days. Aiother inland trip of a fortnight followed. 

On the 1st of August, the Hecla was reported ready for 
sea. Some symptoms of scurvy having again made their 
appearance in the ships, and the surgeons reporting that 
it would not be prudent to continue longer. Captain J?arry 
reluctantly determined to proceed home with Doth ship. 
After being 319 days in their winter quarterSy the ships 
got away^ the 9th of August, ' . F- 

A conspicuous landmark, with despatehes, was set up 
on the mainland for the izif<»rmation of Franklioy should 
he reach this quarter. 

On reaching Winter Island, and visitmg their last year's 

farden, radishes, mustard and cress, and onions were 
rought off, which had survived the winin and were still 
all?e, seventeen mcmths from the time they were planted^ 
a very remarkable proof of their having been preserved by 
the warm covering of snow. 

The ships, during the whole of this passage, were drrren 
by the current more tiian three degrees, entirely at thft 
mercy of the ice, being carried into every bight, and 
swept over each point, without the power of heli»ng them- 
selves. 

On the Ist of September, they were driven up Lyoxr 
Inlet, where they were confined high up till tne oth,. 
when a breeze sprung up, which trok them down to 
within three miles of Winter Island ; still it was not until 
the 12th that they got thoroughly dear of the indraught. 
The danger and suspense of these twelve days were 
horrible, and Lyon justly observes that he would prefer 
being frozen up during another eleven months' winter, to 
again passing so anxious a period of time. 

" Ten of the twelve nights were passed on deck, in, 
expectation, each tide, of some deciaed change in our 
affairs, either by being left on the rocks, or groimding in« 
such shoal water, that the whole body of &e ice must 
have slid over us. But, as that good old seaman Baffin^ 
expresses himself, * Grod, who is greater than. ^iVVjLeii Ssi&^ 
or tide, always delivered us !* " 

Par thirty-Bve days the s]iip8lxad\>eeii\>caet»^"a^^'*^^*** 
period had driven with the ice above SOO xnSlei^ ^^"^^^ 
aaj exertion on their part, and also mtkout a ^o««toX382f 

o2 
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of extricating themselves. On the 23rd of September 
they once more got into the swell of the Atlantic, and oa 
the 10th of October arrived at Lerwick, in Shetland. 

OLAYEBiKa's YoYAas TO Spitzbeb&ek and Gbesk- 

I.AND, 1823. 

'^ Iir 1823, Oapt. Sabine, E.A., who had been for some 
time engaged in magnetic observations, and also in experi- 
ments to determine the configuration of the earth, by 
means of pendulum vibrations in different latitudes, having 
perfected his observations at different points, from the 
Equator tothe Arctic Circle, suggested totne Eoval Society, 
through Sir Humphry Davy, the importance of extending 
similar experiments into higher latitudes towards the Pole. 
Acoordiogly, the Government placed at his disposal H.M.S. 
Chriper, 120 tons. Commander Clavering, which was to 
•onvey him to Spitzbergen, and thence to the east coast of 
Greenland. 

The Ghiper sailed from the Kore on the 11th of May, 
and proceeded to Hammerfest, or Whale Island, near ike 
ISoTbk Cape in IQorway, which she reached on the 4th of 
June, and Capt. Sabine having finished his shore observa- 
tions by the 23rd, the vessel set sail for Spitzbergen. She 
fell in with ice off Cherry Island, in lat. 76° 6', on the 
27th, and on the 30th disembarked the tents and instru- 
ments on one of the small islands round Hakluyt's Head- 
land, near the eightieth parallel. Capt. Clavermg, mean- 
while, sailed in me Ghiper due north, and reached tibie 
latitude of 80° 20', where being stopped by close packed 
ice, he was obliged to return. 

On the 24th of July they again put to sea, directing 
their course for the highest known point of the eastern 
coast of Grreenland.' Tfiey met with many fields of ice, 
and made the land, which had a most miserable desolate 
appearance, at a point which was named Cape Borlase 
Warren. Two islands were discovered, and as Capt. 
Sabine here landed and carried on his observations, they 
were called Pendulum Islands. From an island situate in 
ji'at. 75° 12', to which he gave the name of Shannon Island, 
Clavering saw high land, stretching due north as far as 
lafc. 76°. 

On the 16th of August, Clavering landed with a party of 

three oMcers and sixteen men on the mainland, to examine 

the shores. The temperature did not a\xik\»\$yw *2a°, and 

^hey slept for nearly a foTtnig\it t\iey ^«t^ on ^ot^ ^>^ 

<«^r « boat-cloak and blanket for a covexm^, m^on^.i^b^- 



LYON*S VOYAGE IK THE OBIFEB. 85 

ing any inconyenieiice from the cold. A tribe of twelve 
Esquimaux was met with here. They reached in their 
journey a magnificent inlet, about fiffy miles in circum- 
ference, which was supposed to be the same which Gule 
Hamkes discovered in 1654, and which bears his name. 
Qlie mountains round its sides were 4000 to 5000 feet high. 
On the 29th of August, they returned on board, and 
having embarked the tents and instruments, the ship again 
set s^ on the 31st, keeping the coast in view to Cape 
Parry, lat. 72^°. The cfiffs were observed to be several 
thousand feet high. On the 13th of September, as the 
ice in shore began to get very troublesome, tiie ship 
stood out to sea, and after enisountering a very heavy 
gale, which drove them with great fury to the southward^ 
and it not being thought prudent to make for Iceland, a 
station in about the same latitude on the Norway coast 
was chosen instead by Capt. Sabine. Thev made the 
land about the latitude of Christiansound. On the 1st of 
October the Griper struck hard on a sunken rook, but 
got off undamaged. 

On the 6th they anchored in Drontheim Eiord, where 
they were received with much kindness and hospitality, 
and after the necessary observations had been completed 
the ship proceeded homewards, and reached Deptford on 
the 19th of December> 1823. 

Lyon's Voyage in the Gbipeb. 

In 1824 three expeditions were ordered out, to carry on 
simultaneous oj)erations in Arctic discovery. To Capt. 
Lyon was committed the task of examining and complet- 
ing the survey of the Melville Peninsula, the adjoining 
straits, and the shores of Arctic America, if possible as far 
as Franklin's turning point. Capt. Lyon was therefore 
gazetted to the Ghriper gun-brig, which had taken out 
Cai)t. Sabine to SpitzBergen in the previous year. Thefol* 
lowing officers and crew were also appointed to her :— 

Qriper. 

Captam— G. F. lyon. 

Lieutenants — P. Manico and F. Harding. 

Assistant-Surveyor — £. N. KendaL 

Assistant-Surgeon — ^W. Leyaon. 
Midshipman-^J. Tom. 
^Pei^ officers, seamen, &c. 
Total complement, 4\. 
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Jt was not till the 20tJi of June that tbe Qriper got 
away from England, beii^ a full month later thaa the 
naiial period of departure, and the yessel was at the best 
l>nt an old tub in her sailing properties. A small tender, 
ealled the Sna^, was ordered to accompany her with stoneB 
JIB far as tilie ice, and having been relieved of her supplief, 
she was sent home on reaching Hndaon's Straits. 

The Griper made but slow progress in her deeply laden, 
state, her crowded decks being continually swept oy heavy 
49ea8, and it waa not until the end of August that she 
vonnded the southern head of Southampton Island, and 
stood up towards Sir Thomas Boe's Welcome. On reach- 
ing; the en^aranoe of this channel they encountered a teriifie 
£sde, which for a long time threatened the destructicMi of 
both ship and crew. Drifting with this, they brought up 
the ship witii four anchors, in a bay with five fathoms and 
« half water, in the momentary expectation that with 
the ebb tide the ship would take the ground, as the 
sea broke fearfully on a low sandy beach just astern, 
and had the anchors parted nothing could have saved 
the vesseL Neither commander nor crew had been in bed 
for three nights, and although little hope was entertained 
of surviving the gale, and no boat could live in such a sea* 
the officers and crew performed their several duties with 
their accustomed coolness. Each man was ordered to pot 
on his warmest clothing, and to take charge of some use- 
ful instrument. The scene is best described in the words 
of the gallant commander : — 

" Each, therefore, brought his bag on deck, and dressed 
himself; and in the fine athletic forms which stood ej^osed 
before me, 1 did not see one muscle quiver, nor the 
shghtest sign of alarm. Prayers were read, and they then 
sU sat down in groups, shehiered from the waah of the sea 
by whatever tl^y could find, and some endeavoured to 
obtain a httle sleep. Never perhaps was witnessed a finer 
scene than on the deck of my little ship, when all hope of 
life had left us. Noble as the character of the British 
bailor is always allowed to be in cases of dan«^er, yet I did 
not believe it to be possible that among forty-one persons 
not one repining word should have been uttered. Each 
was at peace with his neighbour and all the world ; and I 
am firmly persuaded that the resignation which was then 
shown to the will of the Almighty, was the means of 
obtaining His mercy. God was mereiful to us, and the 
tide, almost m iraculously , fell no lower." The appropriate 
name of the Bay of God's Mercsy liai \»fsXL ^^euXio \.\i\a 
^pot on the charts by Capt. Lyon. 



passt's tbxkd voxaxol 87 

Proceeding onward up tlie Welcome, they encountered, 
about a fortnight later, another fearful storm. On the 
12th of September, when off the cntsanoe of Wa^r Inlet, 
it blew so hard for two days, thai; on the IStii the ship 
was driven j&om her anchors, and caxried away by the 
fiiry of the gale, with every prospect of being momentarily 
dashed to pieces against any hidden rock; Dut tke same 
.l^ood £ro¥ide&oe imick had bo recently befriended tbem, 
again stood their protector. On ooinsulting with his 
fOfiioexs, it was unanimously reidved, that in me crippled 
49tate of the ship, without any anchor, and iritk her com- 
passes worse than inseless, it mould be madness to continue 
the voyage, and the ship's eourae was tiierefore shaped for 
England. 

I may observe, tiiat the M. Griper is now had up as a 
liulk in Chichester Harbour, fumishing a resideaiee and 
den^t for ikte coast guard station. 

Pabrt's Thxed Yoyagb. 

In tiie spring of 1824 the A^mizalty deleimined to ffWB 
Capt. Parrv another opportunity of carrying out the ^eat 
problem which had so long been sought aft^, of a north- 
west passage to Hie Pacmc, and so generally esteemed 
was this gdlant commander that he had but to hoist his 
pennant, when fearless of aH danger, and in a nohle spirit 
of emulation, his former associates rallied around him. 

The same two ships were employed as bef(»e, but Pany 
now selected the Mecla for his pennant. The sUS q£ 
officers and men was as follows : — 

Secla, 

Captain — W. E. Pary* 

Lieutenants — J. L. Wynn, Joseph Sherer, ajod 

Poster. 

Surgeon — Samuel Neill, M.D. 
Purser — ^W. H. Hooper. 
Assistant-Surgeon — W. Eowland. 
Midshipmen-^J. Bnintoii, P. £. M.Crod6r, C.Siduurdfl, 

and H. N. Head. 
Greenland Pilots — J. Allison, master; and G. Cham* 

pion, mate. 
4>9 Petty Officers, Seamen, and Mannes. 

Total ocmiplemieat, ^ 



88 PB0ORES8 OF ABCTIC DISCOVERY. 

Fury, 

Commander— H. P. Hoppner. 

Lientenants — ^K. T. Aostm and J. 0. Boss. 

Surgeon — A. McLaren. 

Purser— J. Halse. 

Assistant-Surgeon — ^T. Bell. 

Midshipmen — B. Westropp, C. 0* Waller, and E. Bird. 

Clerk— W. Mogg. 

Greenknd Pilots — G. Crawford, master ; T. Donaldson^ 

mate* 
48 Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines. 

Total complement, 60. 

The William Ha/rriSf transport, was commissioned to 
accompany the ships to the ice with provisions. Among 
the promotions made, it will be seen, were lieut. Hoppner 
to the rank of Commander, and second in command of the 
expedition. Messrs. J. Sherer and J. C. Eoss to be lieu- 
tenants, and J. Halse to be Purser. The attempt on this 
occasion was to be made by Lancaster Soimd through 
Barrow's Strait to Prince Begent Inlet. The ships 
sailed on the 19th of May, 1824, and a month afterwards 
fell in withf the body of the ice in lat. 60}°. After trans- 
shipping the stores to the two vessels, and sending home 
the transport, about the middle of July they were close 
beset with the ice in Baffin's Bay, and " from this time 
(says Parry) the obstructions from the quantity, magni- 
tude, and closeness of the ice, were sucn as to keep our 
people almost constantly employed in heaving, warping, 
or sawing through it ; and yet with so little success that, 
at the close of July, we had only penetrated seventy miles 
to the westward." After encountering a severe gale on 
the 1st of August, by which masses of overlaying ice were 
driven one upon the other, the Hecla was laid on her 
broadside by a strain, which Parry says must inevitably 
have crushed a vessel of ordinary strength ; they got clear 
of the chief obstructions by the first week in September. 
During the whole of August they had not one day suffi- 
ciently free from rain, snow, or sleet, to be able to air the 
bedding of the ship's company. 

They entered Lancaster Sound on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, and with the exception of a solitary berg or two 
found it clear of ice. A few days after they, however, fell 
IB with the yovmg ice, which increasing daily in thickness, 
the abipa became beset, and by tlie c^irreiiYi ^^Vi^ %^\> 'Va 
the east at the rate of three iiuleB an^iOTxr, ^e*^ "svet^ ^^^^nw 
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drifted back io the eastward of Admiralty Inlet, and on 
the 23rd they found themselves again off WoUaston 
Island, at the entrance of Navy Board Inlet. By perse- 
verance, however, and the aid of a strong easterly breeze, 
they once more managed to recover their lost ground, and 
on the 27th reached the entrance of Port Bowen on the 
eastern shore of Prince Begent Inlet, and here Parry 
resolved npon wintering ; this making the fourth winter 
this enterprising commander had passed in these inhos- 
pitable seas. 

The usual laborious process of cutting canals had to be 
resorted to, in order to get the ships near to the shore in 
secure and sheltered situations. Parry thus describes the 
dreary monotonous character of an Arctic winter : — 

" It is hard to conceive any one thing more like another 
than two winters passed in the higher latitudes of the 
Polar regions, except when variety luippens to be afforded 
by intercourse with some other branch of the whole family 
of man. Winter after winter, nature here assumes aa 
aspect so much alike, that cursory observation can scarcely 
detect a single feature of variety. The winter of more 
temperate cumates, and even in some of no slight severity, 
is occasionally diversified by a thaw, which at once gives 
variety and comparative cheerfulness to the prospect. But 
here, when once the earth is covered, all is dreary mono- 
tonous whiteness, not merely for days or weeks, but for 
more than half a year together. Wmchever way the eye 
is turned, it meets a picture calculated to impress upon 
the mind an idea of inanimate stillness, of that motionless 
torpor with which our feelings have nothing congenial ; of 
anything, in short, but life. In the very silence there is 
a deadness with which a human spectator appears out qf^ 
Iceeping, The presence of man seems an intrusion on the 
dreary solitude of this wintry desert, which even its native 
animals have for awhile forsaken." 

During this year Parry teUs us the thermometer re- 
mained below zero 131 days, and did not rise above that 
point till the 11th of April. The sun, which had been 
absent from their view 121 days, again blessed the crews 
■with his rays on the 22nd of Peoruary. During this 
long imprisonment, schools, scientific observations, walk- 
ing parties, &c., were resorted to, but "our former 
amusements," says Parry, " being almost worn threadbare, 
it required some ingenmty to devise any plan th.6.t ^XtfS'oi^ 
possess the charm of novelty to xecoTanvftiA'^r K-Vvc^STS 
idea was, however, hit iipoii\)y Coinmaxii^et^^'^^'^^'^* ^$V^ 
whose snggeBtion a inontbly hal mosgiU -v^J^ V^S^, '^ ''^^^^ 
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^eat diversion of both offioers und men, to tbe number of 
IdO. The popelar commander entered ^aily into 
iiieir recreations, and tims epeaks of these Polar mas* 
qmerades : — 

" It is impossible ^ii&t any idea oonld h&re proved more 
Iwppy, or more exactly suited to our situation, Admirablv 
'dressed characters of yanons descripticms readily to<^ 
their parts, and many of tiiese were supported with a 
deg^ree of spirit and genuine good humour which would 
not have disgraced a more refined assembly ; while the 
latter might not have been dis^^raced by copymg the good 
order, decorum, and inoffensive cbeenuiness which our 
humble masquerades presented. It does especial credit 
to the disposnions and good sense of our men, that thougk 
all the officers entered rally into tiie spirit of these amuse- 
ments, which took place once a month altematdiy on board 
^ eadi ship, no instanoe ooenrred of anything that ooukL 
Interfere with the regular discipline, or at all weaken the 
fespect of the men towards their superiors. Ours were 
ZBflsquerades witiiout licentiocisness — carnivals without 
49Eoess. 

Eiqdoring parties w^!e sent out in aeveral directions. 
Commander Hoppner and his party went inland, and after 
« fortnight's fatiguing journey over a mountainous, barreiip 
and desolate country, where precimtous ravines 500 feet 
deep obstructed their passage, travelled a degree and three- 
quarters — ^to the latitude of 73° 19' — ^but saw no appear- 
ance of sea from thence. 

lieutenant Sherer with four men proceeded to the 
southward, and made a careM survey of the coast as far 
as 72i°, but had not provisions sufficient to go round Cape 
Sater, the southernmost point observed in their former 
iroyage. 

Lieutenant J. C. Soss, with a similar party, travelled to 
the northward, alon^ the coast of the Inlet, and from the 
hills about Cape Yonc, observed that the sea was perfectly 
epen and free from ice at the distance of twenty-two miles 
mfm the ships. 

After an imprisonment of about ten months, by great 

exertions the ships were got dear from the i«e, and on the 

'^Oth of July, 1825, upon the separation of the floe across 

€ke harbour, towed out to sea. Parry then made for the 

irestem diore of the Inlet, being desirous of examining 

iiie coast of North Somerset for any channel that might 

ceeur, a probability which later disooveries in that quarter 

J^ve proved to be without founda^on. Onl^ %%V)Ssk,^VeiL 

^^92/ m with the western shore, tibe Jaecla,i&LV^oi e^^est^ 
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exertion, wm beset by floating ice, and after breaking two 
lar^e ice anchors in endeaTOuriag to hea^e in shore, was 
obbged to give up 1^ effort and drift with the ioe until 
the 30th. On the following day, a heavy gale came oil, 
in which the Hedet earned away three hawsers, while 
the J^tiry was driven on shore, but was hove off at higk 
water. Both ships were now drifted by the bodv of the 
ice down the Inlet, and took the ground, the JFutybemeao 
nipped and sixained tiuit the leaked a great deal, and tour 
pumps kent constantly at woric did not keep her dear of 
water, xbey were floated off at high water, but, late oa. 
the 2nd of August, the huge maateB (n ioe onee more Ibroed 
the JFury on shore, and the Hecla nanowly escaped. Qa 
examining her and getting her off, it was found that she 
must be aove down and repaired ; a basin was therefore 
formed for her reception and completed by the 16th, a 
mile further to the southward, within tliree iceberg* 
grounded, where there were three or four &thoms of 
water. Into this basin she waa taken on the 18th, and her 
stores and provisions being removed, she was hove dowB» 
but a gale of wind coming on and destarojring the maasee 
of ice which sheltered her, it became necesaary to re-eoi- 
bark the stores, &c., and once more put to sea; but the 
unfortunate vessel had hardly got out of her harbour 
before, on the 21st, she was again driven on shore. After 
a careful survey and examination, it was found necessaxy 
to abandon her : Parry's opinion being thus expressed-— 
*' Every endeavour of ours to get her off, or if got oS, to 
float her to any known place of safety, would be at onoe 
utterly hopeless in itself, and productive of extreme risk to 
our remaining ship." 

The loss of this ship, and the crowded state of tiM 
remaining vessel, made it impossible to think of ocmtinninif 
the voyage for the purposes of discovery. 

" The incessant labour, the constant state of anxioty, 
and the frequent and imminent danger into which the sur- 
viving ship was thrown, in the attempts to save her com- 
rade, whidi were continued for twenty-five days, destroyed 
every reasonable expectation hitherto ehenahed of thie 
ultunate accomplishment of this object." 

Taking advantage of a northerly wind, on the 27th tlie 
Seela stretched across the Inlet for the eastern coasts 
meeting with little obstruction from the ioe, and anchored 
in NeiH's Harbour, a short distance to the 80u.th5Ri&x^^ 
their winter quarters. Port Eowen, ii\ifitft VkiA ^Ssa^^ '«^* 
got ready for crossing the Atian^c* _ ,^_ 

ile j&»& put to tea on the aiat <* J^^o«M*»» «^ '^^^ 
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ing Barrow's Strait on the Ist of September, found it 
perfectly clear of ice. In Lancaster Sound a very large 
number of bergs were seen ; but they found an open sea 
in Baffin's Bay, till, on the 7th of September, when in lati- 
tude 72^ 30', they came to the margm of the ice, and soon 
entered a clear channel on its eastern side. From thirty 
to forty large icebergs^ not less than 200 feet in height, 
were sighted. 

On the 12th of October, Captain Parry landed at Peter- 
liead, and the Hecla arriyed at Sheemess on the 20th. 
Bat one man died during this voyage — ^John Page, a sea- 
man of the ^^— who £ed of scurvy, in Keill's Harbour, 
on the 29th of AuguBt. 

This voyage cannot but be considered the most unsuc- 
cessful of^^t^ three made by Parry, whether as regard^ 
the information gleaned on the subject of a north-west 
passage or the extension of our store of geographical or 
scientific knowledge. The shores of this l^et were more 
naked, barren, and desolate than even Melville Island. 
With the exception of some hundreds of white whales. 
Been sporting about the most southernmost part of the Inlet 
that was visited, few other species of animals were seen. 

*' We have scarcely," says Parry, " ever visited a coast 
on which so little of animal life occurs. For days to* 
gether only one or two seals, a single sea-boi9e> ana now 
and then a flock of ducks were seen." 

He still clings to the accomplishment of the great 
object of a north-west passage. At page 184li of his official 
narrative, he says — 

'* I feel confiaent that the undertaking, if it be deemed 
advisable at any future time to pursue it, will one day or 
other be accomplished; for — ^setting aside the accidents to 
which, from their very nature, such attempts must be 
liable, as well as other xmfavourable circumstances which 
human foresight can never guard against, or human power 
control — I cannot but believe it to oe an enterprise well 
within the reasonable limits of practicabihty. It may be 
tried often and fail, for several favourable and fortunate 
circumstances must be combined for its accomplishment ; 
but I believe, nevertheless, that it will ultimately be 
accomplished." 

" I am much mistaken, indeed," he adds, << if the north- 
west passage ever becomes the business of a single summer; 
Bay, I believe that nothing but a concurrence of ver^ 
/hvourable drcnmstances is likely ever to make a single 
fc>infer in the ice sufficient for its accoin'^'^^iJbniSTi^. bpq^ 
^oer^ iano Brgvanent against the poBinbiiliit;^ oi&oai^kMAcaNik^ 
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for we now know tliat a winter in the ice may be passed 
not only in safety but in health and comfort." 

Kot one winter alone, but two and three have beea 
passed with health and safety in these seas, under a wise 
and careM commander. 

Fbanklin's Seoond Expedition, 1825-26. 

Undattnted b^ the hardships and sofiTerings he had 
encountered in ms previous travels, with a noble spirit of 
ardour and enthusiasm, Captain Eranklin determined to 
prosecute the chain of his former discoveries &om tho 
Coppermine river to the most western point of the 
Arctic re^ons. A sea expedition, under the command of 
Captain Beechey, was at the same time sent round Cape 
Horn to Behring's Straits, to co-operate with Parry and 
Franklin, so as to ^imish provisions to the former, and 
a conveyance home to the latter. 

Captain Franklin's offer was therefore accepted by the 
government, and leaving Liverpool in February, 1825, he 
arrived at New York about the middle of March. The 
officers under his orders were his old and tried companiom 
and fellow suflPerers in the former journey— Dr. Eichard* 
son and Lieutenant Back, with Mr. E. N. Kendal, a mate 
in the navy, who had been out in the Griper with Capk 
Lyon, and Mr. T. Drummond, a natiiralist. Four boat8» 
specially prepared for the purposes of the expedition, were 
sent out by the Hudson's Bay Company's ship. 

In July, 1825, the party arrived at Fort Chipewyan. 
It is unnecessary to go over the ground and follow them 
in their northern journey ; suflBce it to say, they reached 
Great Bear Lake m safety, and erected a winter dwelling 
on its western shore, to which the name of Fort Franklin 
was given. To Back and Mr. Dease, an officer in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's service, were entrusted the 
arrangements for their wmter quarters. 

From here a small party set out with Franklin down the 
Mackenzie to examine the state of the Polar Sea. On the 
6th of September they got back to their companions, and 
prepared to pass the long winter of seven or eight months. 

(5n the 28th of June, 1826, the season being sufficiently 
advanced, and all their preparations completed, the whole 
party got away in four boats to descend the Mackenzie to 
the Polar Sea. Where the river branches off into ae^«»3L 
channels, the party separated oil ^•fc ^t^ ^i ^^iJL^ > ^^j^w&a. 
Franklin and Lieutenant Back, m\iiWo\i^^^"^«x2^^^'=»^^^=s^"^^ 
men, having with them tlie !ait\i^"£%qjvfla»x^ 
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Attgnstns, who tad been with them on the former expefl* 
tion, proceeded to the westward, while Dr. Eichardson 
mod Mr. Kendal in the other two boats, haring ten men 
imder their command, set out in an easterly direction to 
search the Coppermine river. 

Franklin amved at the month of the Mackenzie on the 
7th of Jnljr whore he eoconntered a large tribe of fierce 
Esquimaux, who pillaged his boats, and it was only by 
great caution, prudence, and forbearance, that the whole 
party were not massacred. After getting the boats afloat, 
and clear of these unpleasant visitors, Franklin pursued 
lot survey, a most tedious and difficult one, Tor more than, 
a month ; he was only able to readii a point in latitude 
7(f 24' N. longitude 149° ST W., to which Back's name 
was given; and here prudence obliged him to return,, 
although, strangely enough, a boat from the JBlosswa was- 
waiting not ICO miles west of hie position to meet with 
hun. The extent of coast surveyed was 374 miles. The- 
xetnm journey to Fort Franklin was safely accomplished^ 
snd they arrived at their house <m the ^st of September, 
when they found Sichardson and Kendal had returned on 
fke first of the mcmth, having accomplished a voyage of 
about SCO mile», or 902 by the coast line, between tho 
4th of July and the 8th of August. Thejr had pushed 
fbrward beyoad the strait named after their boats thft- 
Dolphin ana Union. 

In ascendinc the Co^^rmiDe, they had to abandon 
their boats and cany their provisions and baggage. 

Having passed another winter at Fort Franklin, as soon, 
as the season broke up the Canadians were dismissed, and 
tilie party returned to England. 

The cold experienced in the last winter was intense, 
the thermometer standing at one time at 58° below 
aero, but having now plenty of food, a weather-tight 
dwelling, and good health, they passed it cheerfully. 
Dr. Eichardson gave a course of lectures on practical 
geology, and Mr. Drummond furnished information on 
Jiatural history. Ihtring the winter, in a solitary hut on. 
the Rocky Mountains, he managed to collect 200 specimens- 
of birds, animals, &c., and more than 1500 of plants. 

When Captain Franklin left England to proceed on 

this expedition he had to undergo a severe struggle 

between the feelings of affection and a sense of duty. 

Ss wife (he has been married twice) was then lying at 

tie point of death, and indeed died the dsy i)JK.eT he lcft> 

-j ^r AuoA But with heioic fortitude fihe Tvigje^ \jaa ^e^\a- 

^nre at the rerj day iqppomted, eutreata^ "ten* tva V% 
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yalued her peace and his own gloTj, not to delay a 
moment on ner account. His feelings, therefore, may be 
inferred, but not described, when he had to elerate oib 
Garry Island a silk flag wliich she had made and girea 
him as a parting gifb, with the instruction that he wa» 
only to hoist it on reaching the Polar Sea. 

Beechey's Voyage. — 1826-28. 

H.M. SLOOP Blossom, 2&, Captain E. W.Beechey, sailed 
from Spithead onk the 19th of May, 1825,.and her instructions 
&eeted her, after suryeying some o£ the ishuidd in the* 
Pacific, to be in Behrin^*s Straits by the summer or 
autumn of 1826, and contmgentiy in thiiiit of 1827. 

It is ftyreign to my purpose lore to allude to those- 
parts of her Yoyage anterior to her arriral in the Straits. 

On the 28th of Jime the JBio M ^ m eame to an anchor ofiT 
iihe town of Ptotropolewski, where she i^ m, witk the 
IRussian ship o# war MiMtesU, endear the ceomuHid ef 
Buron Wrangel, so w^ known fbr hie e n fc Bi'j W Mie iiLihe 
hazardous expe<^tion bf riedipee oeer theiee to tkenortk* 
ward of Cape l^^atskeiy er Errines. 

Gi.ptam ie«h*y here fomtd despntelM* hdnmng h« 
of the return of Parry's expedition. Bem^i^ beeet bgr 
currents and oth^r difficulties, it wae net tifi the 5tk of 
Jnify that the Blossom got clear of the hariioiir, and made 
the best of her way to Xotzebue Soun^ leaehin^ tbe 
afppointed rendezroiMi at Chamiso Islanii gsl the 25€h> 
After landing and burjing a barrel of iioae VBfon. Peffin 
!Reek, the most na&equented spot abeut tile isiandi,. the 
Blossom occupied the time in sunreying and examiniag' 
the neighbounsg coasts to the north east. On the 30th. 
she took her departure from the island, ereetini^ posts or 
hmd-marks, and borying despatches at Cape XrvsensterBr 
near a cape whidi he named after ErankHn, neaxicy Cape. 

The ship returned to the rendezvous on the eYening o£ 
the 28th of August. The barrel of flour had been dug^ 
up, and appropriated by the natives. *' 

On the first visit of one of these parties, they eoo-- * 
structed a chart of the coast upon the sand, of whkh». 
however, Captain B^ehey at first took veiy little notice. 
"They, however, renewed their labour^ and performed 
their work upon the sandy beach in a verv ingenioua and 
intelligible manner. The coast line was nrstix>aai\L%^csQi& 
with a stick, and the distancea Teg;vi\ate^ Vsp ^<(>f^ ^ss;:^^ 
joamej. The hiUs and ranges oIl TnoTBoteDcas ^«t» iss*^ 
lahown by eler&tiona of &aiid or ttonfi, «eA \Jti^ \£vsssiO^ 
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represented by heaps of pebbles, their proportions being 
dmy attended to. As the work proceeded some of the 
bystanders occasionally suggested alterations, and Cap- 
tain Beechey moved one of the Diomede Islands, which 
was misplaced. This was at first objected to by the 
hydrographer, bnt one of the party recollecting that the 
islands were seen in one from Cape Prince of Wales, 
confirmed its new position and made the mistake quite 
evident to the others, who were mnch surprised that 
Captain Beechey should have any knowledge of the 
subject. When the mountains and islands were erected, 
the villages and fishinff-stations were marked by a number 
of sticks placed npriAt, in imitation of those which are 
put up on the coast wherever these people fix their abode. 
In time, a complete hydrographical plan was drawn from 
Cape Derby to Cape £rusenstem. 

This ingenuity and accuracy of description on the part 
of the Esquimaux is worthy of particular remark, and has 
been verified by almost all line Arctic explorers. 

The barge which had been despatched to the eastward, 
Hnder charge of Mr. Elson, reached to lat. 71° 23' 31" N., 
and lonff. 166° 21' 30" W., when she was stopped by the 
ice whi(m was attached to the shore. The farthest tongue 
of land they reached, was named Point Barrow, and is 
about 126 nmes north-east of Icy Cape, being only about 
150 or 160 miles from Franklin's discoveries west of the 
Mackenzie river. 

The wind suddenly changing to south-west, the compact 
body of ice began to drift with the current to the north- 
east at the rate of 3^ miles an hour, and Mr. Elson, finding 
it difficult to avoid large floating masses of ice, was obliged 
to come to an anchor to prevent being driven back. "It was 
not long before he was so closely beset in the ice, thatno clear 
water could be seen in any direction from the hiUs, and the 
ice continuing to press against the shore, his vessel was driven 
upon the beach, and there left upon her broadside in a 
most helpless condition ; and to aad to his cheerless pros- 
* pect, the disposition of the natives, whom he found to 
mcrease in numbers as he advanced to the northward, was 
of a very doubtful character. At Point Barrow, where 
thev were very numerous, their overbearing behaviour, 
ana the thefts they openly practised, left no doubt of what 
would be the fate of his little crew, in the event of their 
fj^Jhiff into their power. They were in this dilemma 
sev^ al davB, during which every endeovowr was made to 
oxiricate the vessel but without effect, on^'^T.'^^oTiL^Qt^- 
templated sinking her secretly in. & \«i^e V\iaX'««aTi^w»\» 
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prevent her falling into the hands of the Esqmmanz, sad 
then making his way along the coast in a baidar, which he 
had no doubt he snould be able to purchase £rom the 
natives. At length, however, a change of wind loosened 
the ice, and after considerable labour and trial, in which 
the personal strength of the officers was united to that of 
the seamen, Mr. £)lson, with his shipmates, fortunately 
succeeded hi effecting their escape. 

Captain Beechey was very anxious to remain hi Kotzebue 
Sound until the end of October, the period named in his 
instructions, but the rapid approach of winter, the danger 
of being locked up, having onlv five weeks' provisions 
left, and the nearest point at whicn he could re] 




some 2000 miles distant, induced his officers to concur wit 
him in the necessity of leaving at once. A barrel of flour 
and other articles were buried on the sandy point of 
Chamiso, for Franklin, which it was hoped would escape 
the prying eyes of the natives. 

Alter a cruise to Galifomia, the Sandwich Islands, Loo- 
ehoo, the Bonin Islands, &c., the Blossom returned to 
Chamiso Island on the 5th of July, 1827. They found 
iJie flour and despatches they had left the j^revious year 
tmmolested. Lieut. Belcher was despatched m the barge 
to explore the coast to the northward, and the ship fol- 
lowed her as soon as the wind permitted. On the 9th of 
September, when standing in for the northern shore of 
Xotzebue Sound, the ship drifting with the current took 
the ground on a sand-banK near Hotham Inlet, but the 
wina moderating, as the tide rose she went off the shoal 
apparentiv without injury. 

After tnis narrow escape from shipwreck they beat up 
to Chamiso Island, which they reached on the 10th of 
September. Not finding the barge returned as expected, 
the coast was scanne(£ and a signal of distress found 
flying on the south-west point of Choris Peninsula, and 
two men waving a white cloth to attract notice. On land- 
ing, it was found that this party were the crew of the 
barge, which had been wrecked in Kotzebue Sound, and 
three of the men were also lost. 

On the 29th a collision took place with the natives, 
which resulted in three of the seamen and four of the 
marines being wounded by arrows, and one of tiie natives 
kiUed by the return fire. 

After leaving advices for Franklin as before, the £2Q&&ota 
finally left Chamiso on the 6th of Ock>bet. "^si ^\\3ix» «5s^ 
strong wind she ran between tke \aiSi<i aaA «i. ^o^, «^ ^ 
juuBage bad to be forced through bxe«k«r^ ^\.^i^ia \xssssssass* 
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danger of tke ^p's striking. The Blostom then made t!u> 
best of her way home, reacming England in the first week 
of October, 1828. 

PaEST'8 FotTETH, OE PoLAB VoYAGE, 1827. 

Ix 1826, Gapt. Plarry, who had only returned from his 
last voyage in the close of the precedmg year, was much, 
struck by the suggestions of Mr. Scoresby, in a paper read 
b^ore the Wem^ian Society, in which ne sketched out 
a ^an for reaching the higher latitudes of the Pcdar Sea, 
lUHrtilx of Spitzbergen, by means of sledge boats drawn 
orer the smooth fields of ice which were Iniown to prevail 
in those regions. Col. Beaufov, F JLS., had also suggested 
i^ idea s(»ne years previousfy. Ckmiparing these with a 

Capt. Prai 



similar plan originally proposed by Capt. Pranklin, and 
which was placed in his hands by Mr. Barrow, the Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, Capt. Parry laid his modified views 
ef the feasibilitv of the project, and his willingness ta 
mdertake it, befcore Lord Melville, the First Lord of the 
'Admiralty, who after consulting with the President and 
Council of the Boyal Society, was pleased to sanction the 
attempt ; accordingly, his old ship, the Heela, was fitted 
out for llie voyage to Spitzbergen, the following officers (all 
of whom had been with Parry before,) and crew being 
appointed to her t — 

Seclcu 

Captam— W. E. Parry. 

Lieutenants — J. C. Hoss, Henry Foster, 

£. J. Hrd, F. B. M. Crozier. 
Purser— James Halse. 
Surgeon— C, J. Beveriey. 

On the 4fth of April, 1827, the outfit and preparaiaons 
being completed, the Stela left the Kore for the coast 
of iforway, touching at Hamsnerfevt, to embark ei^ht 
reindeer, and some moss (Cenomyce rmn^ferika) sufficient 
for their support, the consump&n being about 4 lbs. per 
day, but they can go without food several days. A 
tremendous gaie of wind, experienced off Hakluyt's 
Headland, and the quantity of ice with which the ship 
was in consequence beset, detained the voyagers for 
nearly a month, but on the 18tli of June, a sonwerly wind 
dhpersing ike ice, they dropped anchor in a cove, on the 

Mottbem coBMt of Spitzbersen, wbic\L«^^«axedL\A o^^ %. 

^ceane baveUf aad to 'rUbui tbe tasoit di ^^ ^^ "^vk 
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given. On the 20th, the boats, which had been fipecially 
prepared in Enghind for this kind of jonmey, were ^ot oat 
and made ready, and they left the ship on the 22nd of June. 
A description of these boats may not here be out of place. 

They were twenty feet kme and seyen broad, flat floored, 
like ferry boats, stren^ened and made elastic by sheets 
of felt between the planking, covered with waterproof 
canyass. A nmn^ attadied to eadi side of the Keel, 
adapted them for easy draught on the ioe afkeor the manner 
of a sledge. They were also fitted with wheels, to be used 
if deemed expedient and useful. Two officers and twelve 
men were attached to each boat, and they were named 
the Enterprise and the Endeavour, The weight of eadi 
boat, including provisions and every requisite, was about 
8780 lbs. lieuts. Crozier and Foster were left on board, 
and Capt Parry took with him in his boat Mr. Beverley, 
Surgeon, while Lieut, (now Capt. Sir James) Eoss, and 
Lieut, (now Commander) Bird, had charge of the other. 

The reindeer and the wheels were given up as useless, 
owing to the rough nature of the ice. Provisions for 71 days 
were taken — the daily allowance per man on the journey 
being 10 ozs. biscuit, 9 ozs. pemmican, 1 oz. sweetened 
cocoa powder (being enough to make a pint), and one gill 
of rum ; but scanty provision in such a chmate for men em* 
ployed on severe labour ; three ounces of tobacco were 
also served out to each per week. 

As fuel was too bulky to transport, spirits of wine were 
consumed, which answered all the purposes required, a pint 
twice a day being found sufficient to warm each vessel^ 
when applied to an iron boiler by a shallow lamp with 
seven wicks. After floating the boats for about eighiy 
miles, they came to an unpleasant mixed surface of ice and 
water, here their toilsome journey commenced, the boats 
having to be laden and unladen several times accord- 
ing as they came to floes of ice or lanes of water, and they 
were drifted to the southward by the ice at the rate of four 
or five miles a day. Parry found it more advantageous 
to travel by night, the snow being then harder, and the 
inconvenience of snow blindness being avoided, while the 
party enjoyed greater warmth during the period of rest^ 
and had better opportunities of drying their clothes by 
the sun. 

I cannot do better than quote Parry's graphic d-. .uMp*. 
tion of this novel course of proceeding*. — *^ Tt«:«^\sv»j^V5 
mght, and sleeping by day, so comp\B\,^^ \xs:?i«^\»^ *^^ 
juttaral oFder of things that it ^aa aafitfs.^^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 
cuTselrea of the reality. Even t\ie ofi^act^ ^^^ xecj%«»- 

k2 
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who were all furmslied with pocket chronometers, could 
not always bear in mind at what part of the twenty-four 
hours we had arrived ; and there were several of the men 
who declared, and I believe truly, that they never knew 
night irom day during the whole excursion. 

*' When we rose in the evening, we commenced our day 
by prayers, after which we took off our fur sleeping- 
dresses and put on clothes for travelling; the former being 
made of camlet lined with racoon skin, and the latter of 
strong blue cloth. We made a point of always putting on 
the same stockings and boots for travelling in, whether 
they had been dried during the day or not, and I bedieve 
it was only in five or six mstances at the most that they 
were not either still wet or hard frozen. This indeed was 
of no consequence, beyond the discomfort of first patting 
them on in this state, as they were sure to be thoroughly 
wet in a quarter of an nour after commencing our 
journey; while, on the other hand, it was of vital 
importance to keep dry things for sleeping in. Being 
' ngsed' for travelBng, we breakfasted upon warm cocoa 
and Discuit, and after stowing the things in the boats, and 
on the sledges, so as to secure them as much as possible 
from wet, we set off on our day's journey, and usually 
travelled four, five, or even six hours, according to cir- 
cumstances." 

In five days, notwithstanding their perseverance and 
continued journeys, they found, by observation at noon, 
on Ihe 30th, that they had only made eight miles of direct 
northing. 

At Walden Island, one of the Seven islands, and Little 
Table Island, reserve supplies of provisions were deposited 
to faU back upon in case of necessity. 

In halting early in the morning for the purposes of 
rest, the boats were hauled up on the largest piece of ice 
that offered the least chance of breakmg through, or 
of coming in contact with other masses, the snow or wet 
was cleaned out and the sails rigged as awnings. ** Every 
man then immediately put on dry stockings and fur 
boots, after which we set about the necessary repairs of 
boats, sledges, or clothes, and after serving the provisions 
for the succeeding day, we went to supper. Most of the 
officers and men then smoked their pipes, which served to 
dry the boats and awnings very much, and usually raised 
the temperature of our lodgings 10° or 15°. Tnis part 
of the twenty-foxLT hours was often, ai Vivme, Mid the only 
one, o/ real enjoyment to nai ^^ iaenVA!i^^\£^\Am«^ 
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and fouglit all their battles o*er again, and the labours of 
tiie day, xmsticcessfTil as they too often were, were for- 
gotten. A regular watch was set during our resting time 
to look out for bears, or for the ice breaking up round 
us, as well as to attend to the drying of the clothes, each 
man alternately taking this duty for one hour. We then 
concluded our d^ with prayers, and haying put on our 
f^ dresses, lay down to sleep with a degree of comfort 
which perhaps few persons would imagine possible under 
such circumstances, our chief inconvenience being, that 
we were somewhat pinched for room, and therefore 
obliged to stow rather closer than was quite ai^eeable." 

This close stowage may be imagined when it is remem- 
bered that thirteen persons had to sleep in a boat seven 
feet broad. After sleeping about seven nours, they were 
roused from their slumbers by the sound of a bugle firom 
the cook and watchman, which announced that their cocoa 
was smoking hot, and invited them to bretikfast. 

Their progress was of the most tedious and toilsome 
character, heavy showers of rain rendering the ice on many 
occasions a mass of ** slush ;** on others there was from six 
to eighteen inches of snow lying on the surface. Frequently 
the crew had to proceed on their hands and knees to 
secure a footing, and on one occasion they made such a 
snail-like progress that in two hours they only accom- 
plished 150 yards. On the 12th of July they haa reached 
the latitude of 82° 14' 28". After five hours' unceasing 
labour on the 14th, the progress was but a mile and a halt 
due north, though j&om three to four miles had been 
traversed, and ten at least walked, having made three 
journeys a great part of the way ; launched and hauled 
up the boats four times, and dragged them over twenty- 
five separate pieces of ice. On the 18th, after eleven 
hours of actual labour, requiring for the most part the 
exertion of the whole strength of the party, they had 
travelled over a space not exceeding four miles, of which 
only two were made good. 

fiut on halting on the morning of the 20thy having 
by his reckoning accomplished six and a half miles 
in a N.N.W. direction, the distance traversed being ten 
miles and a half. Parry found to his mortification from 
observation at noon, that they were not^i;^ miles to the 
northward of their place at noon on the 17th, althou^k 
they had certainly travelled twelve miLe% m\3!a»X. ^ia^^^^ass^ 
since then. 

Qa the 21st a floe of ice on wLicki t^ie^ •W^\o^^<^'«^'=^ 
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boats and ededges, broke with their weight, and all west 
through with seyeral of the crew, who with the sledges 
were ]»roTidentially saved. 

On the 23rd the farthest northeriy point was reaehed; 
which was aboat 83° 45'. 

At noon on the 26di, the weather hemg clear, the 
meridian altitude of tho snn was obtained, " hj whidi,*' 
SBjB Parry, "we found onrselres in latitude 82° 4/y 23", 
so that sinee onr last observation (at midnight on the 
22nd) we had lost by drift'no less than thirteen and a half 
miles, for we were now more than three miles to the 
southward of thai observation, t^ugh we had certainly 
travelled between ten and eleven due north in this 
interval ! Again, we were but one mile to the north of 
our place at noon on the 21st, though we had estimated 
our distance made good at twenty-three miles." After 
encountering every species of fatigue and disheartening 
obstacles, in peril of their lives almost every hour. Parry 
now became convinced that it was hopeless to pursue tlie 
journey any Airther, and he could not even readi the 
eighty-thkd parallel ; for after thirty-five days of coor 
tinuous assA most &.tiguing drudgery, with half iheir 
resources expended, and the middle of the season arrived; 
he found tnat the dtstance gained in their laborious 
travelling was loet by the drift and set of the ioe with the 
southerly current, daring the period of rest. After 
planting their ensigns and pennants on the 2$th, and 
making it a day of rest, cm the 27th the return to the 
southward was commenced. Nothing particular occurred. 
Lieutenant Eoes managed to bring down with his gun s 
fat she bear, whii^ came to have a look at the boats, and 
after gormandizing on its flesh, an excess which may be 
excused considering it was the first fresh meat they had 
tasted for many a day, some symptoms of indigestion 
manifested themselves among the party. 

On the outward journey very little of animal life 

was seen. A passing gull, a solitary rotge, two seals, 

and a couple of flies, were all that their eager eyes could 

detect. But on their return these became more numerous. 

On the 8th of August seven or ei^ht narwhals were seen, 

and not less than 200 rotges, a flock of these little birds 

occurring in every hole of water. On the lltii, in latitude 

81° 30^, the sea was found crowded with shrimps and 

aiber sea insects, on which numerous birds were feeding. 

On this day they took their last me«\ oti \\ve \cfc, besoiie 

^i^ miles (Sstant from Table It^and, \ia.^i3i^ iJcconsD^JiM^wSL 

ufteea days what had taken tliem t\i\i\,^->iXiiefe \» ^S^fc^'t 
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on their outward jouraey. On the 12th they amyed tit 
this island. The bears had walked off with the relajr of 
bread which had been deposited there. To an islet lyisf 
off Table Island, and tne most northern known land 
upon the globe, Parrj gaeve the name of Boss, for "no 
individual," he observos, ''could have exerted himself 
more strenuously to rob it of this distinction." 

Putti ng to sea afain, a stcnm obliged the boats to bear 
up for Walden Isknd. ''Eyerythmg belonging to us 
{says Captain Pttrry) was now completdy drenched by the 
spray and snow ; we had been fifty-six hours without rest, 
and forty-eight at work in the boats, so that by the time 
they were unloaded we had barely strength left to haul 
them up on the rocks. However, by dint of great exer- 
tion, we managed to get the boats above the surf; after 
which a hot supper, a blazing fire of drift wood, and a 
few hours quiet rest, restored us." 

They finally reached the ship on the 21st of August^ 
after sixty-one days' absence. 

'* The distance traversed during this ezenrsion was 560 
geographical miles ; but allowing for the times we had to 
return for our baggage during the greater part of tho 
journey over the ice, we estimated our aetual travelling 
at 978 geographical, or 1127 statute miles. Considering 
our constant exposure to wet, cold, and fatigue, our 
fitockings having generally been drenched in snow-water 
for twmve hours out of every twenty-four, I had great 
reason to be thankftd for the excellent health in which, 
upon the whole, we reached the ship. There is little 
doubt that we had all become in a certain degree gradually 
weaker for some time past ; but only three men of our 
party now required medical care-^two of them with badly 
swelled legs and general debility, and the other firam a 
bruise, but even tnese three returned to their duty in a 
short time." 

In a letter firom Sir W. E. Parry to Sir John Barrow, 
dated November 25, 1845, he thus suggests some improra- 
ments on his old plan of proceedings :-— 

*' It is evident (he says) that the causes of failure in our 
former attempt, in the year 1827, were principally two : 
first, and ohieny, the broken, ragged, and soft state of the 
ice over which we travelled ; and secondly, the drifting of 
the whole body of ice in a southerly direction. 

" My amended plan is, to go out witJa. «h %YCi<^<^ i5cb^ Vfc 
Spitzber^en, just as we did in t\ie Hecla,"Wc»TiR^ vi ^^'^^^J^ 
in the aeaaon ; the object for t\iat ye«c \i«m^ T^f^^^^^^^ 
jftuf geawee winter quarters as far ixor\ik a» x>q«s^w» » 
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this purpose it would only be necessary to reach Hakluyt's 
Headland by the end of Jnne, which would afford ample 
leisure for examining the more northern lands, especially 
about the Seven Islands, where, in all probability, a secure 
nook might be found for the slup, and a starting point £i9r 
the proposed expedition, some forty or fifty miles m advance 
of the point wnere the Secla was before laid up. The 
winter might be usefully employed in various preparations 
for the journey, as well as in ma^etic, astronomical, and 
meteorological observations, of mgh interest in that lati- 
tude. I propose that the expedition should leave the ship 
in the course of the month of April, when the ice would 
present one hard and unbroken surface, over which, as I 
confidently believe, it would not be difficult to make good 
thirty miles per day, without any exposure to wet, and 
probably without snow blindness. At this season, too, 
the ice would probably be stationary, and thus the two 
great difficulties whicm we formerfy had. to encounter 
would be entirely obviated. It might form a part of the 
plan to push out supphes previously, to the distance of 
100 miles, to be taken up on the way, so as to commence 
the journey comparatively light; and as the intention 
would be to complete the enterprise in the course of the 
month of May, before any disruption of the ice, or any 
material softening of the surface had taken place, similar 
supplies might be sent out to the same distance, to meet 
the party on their return." 

The late Sir John Barrow, in his last work, commenting 
on this, says, ** With all deference to so distinguished a 
sea-officer, in possession of so much experience as Sir 
Edward Parry, there are others who express dislike of 
such a nlan ; and it is not improbable that many will be 
disposed to come to the conclusion, that so long as the 
Greenland Seas are hampered with ice, so long as floes, 
and hummocks, and heavy masses, continue to be formed, 
so long as a determined southerly current prevails, so long 
will any attempt to carry out the plan in question, in like 
manner fail. JNo laborious drudgery will ever be able to 
conquer the opposing progress of the current and the ice. 
Besides, it can nardl^ oe doubted, this gallant officer will 
admit, on further consideration, that this unusual kind of 
disgusting and unseamanlike labour, is not precisely such 
as would be relished by the men ; and it may be said, is 
not exactly fitted for a British man-of-war's-man ; more- 
over, that it required bis own a)\-i^o^e;c&xL «sami^le to 
Jnake it even telerable.'* Sir 3olan. tVete^otek w^jL^^eiw^ 
« Bomewhat difierent plan. B.e xecoTMn»iA^\aa^ *w^ 
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small ships should be sent in the early spring along the 
western coast of Spitzbergen, where nsnally no impedi- 
ment exists, as far up as 80°. They should take every oppor- 
tunity of proceeding directly to the north, wherem about 
82° f arry has told us the large floes had disappeared, and 
the sea was found to be loaded only with loose, discon- 
nected, small masses of ice, througn which ships would 
£nd no difficulty in sailing, though totally unfit for boats 
dragging ; and as this loose ice was drifting to the south- 
ward, he farther says, that before the midcQe of August a 
ship might have ssoled up to the latitude of 82°, SimoBt 
without touching a piece of ice. It is not then unreason- 
able to expect that beyond that parallel, even as far as the 
Pole itself, the sea would be free of ice, during the six 
summer months of perpetual sun, through esuSa. of the 
twenty-foitt hours ; which, with tiie aid of the current, 
would, in all probability, destroy and dissipate the Polar 
ice. 

The distance from Hakluyt's Headland to the Pole — ^is 
600 geographical miles. Granting the ships to make only 
twenty miles in twenty-four hours, (on the supposition of 
much sailing ice to go through,) even in that case it would 
require but a month to enable the explorer to put his foot 
on the pivot or point of the axis on which the globe of the 
earth turns, remain there a month, if necessary, to obtain 
the sought-for information, and then, with a southerly cur- 
rent, a fortnight, probably less, would bring him back to 
Spitzbergen. — Barrow's voyaaes of Discovery, p. 316. 

In a notice in the Qttarterly JEteview of this, one of the 
most singular and perilous journeys of its kind ever under- 
taken, except perhaps that of Baron Wrangell upon a 
similar enterprise to the northward of Behring's Straits, it 
is observed, — " Let but any one conceive for a moment 
the situation of two open boats, laden with seventy days' 
provisions and clothing for twenty-eight men, in the midst 
of a sea covered nearly with detached masses and floes of 
ice, over which these boats were to be dragged, sometimes 
up one side of a rugged mass, and down me other, some- 
times across the lanes of water that separate them, fre* 
quently over a surface covered with deep snow, or through 
pools of water. Let him bear in mind, that the men had litue 
or no chance of any other supply of provisions than that 
which they carried with them, calculated as just sufficient 
to sustain life, and consider what thenx wtooi^^^ -^o^^^ 
have been ia the event, by no me«DA «sl \tss^t^^^^ ^**wW 
of losing any part of their scanty fttocY. 'ijfe't «s^l a?^^5 
to imagine to j&imself a Bituadou oi Vbaa Vav^ «d.^ ^afe^ 
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still hxre but a faiat idea of the exertions which the me& 
under Capt. Pttnj had to make, and the siifir(»ing8 and 
IBrirations they had to nndorgo." 

Capt. Parry haying tiuu completed his fifth Toyage into 
tiie Aretio regions, in £our of which he command^ aad 
was second in the other, it may here be desirable to giro 
a recapitnlation ef his serrices. 

In 1818 he was aj^ointed Lieutenant, oommanding the 
Alexander, hired ship, as seoond olBoer with his uncle, 
Commander John Eoss. In 1819, still as laeateftant, he 
was appointed to command the ffecla, and to take charge 
of the second Arctic expedition, on which serrice he was 
employed two years. On tike 14th of November, 1820, he 
was promoted to the rank of Commander. 

On the 19th of December, 1820, the Bedfordean Gold 
Medal of the Bath and West of England Society for the 
Eneouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, 
was imanimously voted to him. On the 30th of December 
of that year, he was appointed to the JFury, with orders to 
take command of the expedition to iihe Arctic Sea. With 
the snm of 500 guineas subscribed for the purpose, '* the 
£bcplorer of the Polar Sea" was afterwards presented 
witii a silver vase, highly embellished with devices emble- 
matic of the Arodc voyages. And on the 24th of March, 
1821, the city of Bath pres^ited its freedom to Captam 
Parry, in a box of oak highly and appropriateljr orna- 
mented. On the 8th of November, 1821, he obtained his 
po8t-captain*s rank. C^ the 22nd of November, 1823, he 
was presented with the freedom of the city of Winchester ; 
and, on the Ist of December, was aj^iated actio^- 
hydrographer to the Admiralty in the place of Capt. Hina, 
^ceased. In 1824 he was appointed to the Meda, to 
proceed on another exploring voyage. 

On the 22nd of November, 1825, Capt. Parry was for- 
mally appointed hydrograj^r to the Admiralty, which 
office he continued to hold until the 10th of November, 
1826. 

In December, 1825, he was voted the freedom of the 
borough of Lynn, in t«Btimony of the high sense enter- 
tained by the corporation of his meritorious and enter- 
prising conduct. 

In April, 1827, he once more took the comnuuod of his 

old ship, the Heda, for another voyage of discovery 

towards ike Noiik Pole. On his return in the close of 

tb^ year, bBvins paid off the Hecla a\> 'De^crcd, be re- 

^omed on the 2na of I^ovember Idob d\x\iea aa x^Sf^sQ^v^iat 

^ tbe Admiralty, whidh. office lie );ie\d. -os^^ii ^<&\^^)sv ^ 
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May, 1829. HaTing reeeived the honour of knighthoodt 
he then Tesigned in iaToor of tilie preseai Admiral Beau^ 
fort, and, obtaining permisflien firom the Admiralty, pro- 
ceeded to New ocmth Wales as Sesident Conumseioner 
to the Anstvahan A(^cultiiral Compan;^, taking diarge 
of iheir recently aoqnired large territory m the neighbovrw 
hood of Port Stephen. He returned from Aostraha in 
1834. From the 7th of Mawdi, 1835s to the 3rd of Feb- 
roary, 1836i, he acted as Poor Law Oommissioner in Nor- 
folk. Early in 1837, he was appointed to organize the 
Mail Packet Service ti^en trsBslerred to the Admiralty, 
and afterwards, in April, was Mpointed Comptroller of 
Steam Machinery to tne Navy, whidi office he continued 
to hold up to iUecember, 1846. "FTom tiiat period to 
the present time he has filled tiie poet of Captain Saperin- 
tenant of the Eoyal NaTsl Hospital at Haslar. 

Captaiit John Boss's SEcoifD Voyage, 1829-33. 

iNthe year 1829, Capt. Eoss^the pioaeerof Aretie explora- 
tion in the 19th century, being anxious onoe more to disj^y 
his zeal and enterprise as well as toretrierehisnttutical repu- 
tation from tibiose unfortunate blunders and mistakes which 
had attached to his first voyage, and thus remove the 
doud which had for nearly ten years hung over his paro- 
fessioual character, endeavoured witaout eneet to indaoe 
the Grovemment to send ham out to the Polar Seas in 
charge of another expedition. The Board <^ Admiraltv of 
that day, in the spirit of retrendiment which pervaded toeir 
councils, were, however^ not disposed to recommend any 
further ffrant £ot research* even the Board of Longitude 
was abolished, and the boon of 20,000/. offered by Act of 
Parliament £at the promotion of Arctic dieeovery, also 
withdrawn by a repeal of the act. 

Captain Boss, however, undaunted by the dulling indif- 
ference thus manifested towards his proposals by me Ad- 
miralty, still persevered, having devoted 3000/. out of 
his own funds towards the prosecution of ihe object 
he had in view. He was fortunate ^aough to meet with 
a public-spirited and affluent coadjutor and supporter 
in the late Sir Felix Booth, the eminent distiller, and 
that gentleman nobly contributed 17,000/. towards the 
expenses. Captain Boss thereupon set to work, and 
purchased a small Liverpool steamer nam»d.^bft V\x^«yri§<, 
whose tomuLSfe he increased to 150 \«ina. ^Jt^ "^^s^ ^S?^ 



rMoned for three years. Capt. BLo%a ^o»«> ^a« '^cca ^^i^*^^*]^ 
m command hia nephew, CommanA^ 3«mfe%^S^i«^*^^^^'"^ 
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been with him on his first Arctic expedition, and had sub- 
sequently accompanied Parry in all his voyages. The 
other officers of the vessel were — ^Mr. Wm. Thom, purser ; 
Mr. George M*Diannid, surgeon; Thomas Blanky, Thos. 
Abemethy, and George Taylor, as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd mates; 
Alexander Brunton and Allan Macinnes as 1st and 2nd 
engineers ; and nineteen petty officers and seamen ; making 
a complement in all of 28 men. 

The Admiralty furnished towards the purposes of the 
expedition a decked boat of sixteen tons, called the KrU' 
senstem, and two boats which had been used by Franklin, 
with a stock of books and instruments. 

The vessel being reported ready for sea was visited and 
examined by the late ^ing of the French, the Lords of 
the Admiralty, and other parties taking an interest in the 
expedition, and set sail from Woolwich on the 23rd of 
May, 1829. For all practical purposes the steam machinery, 
on which the commander had greatly relied, was found 
on trial utterly useless. 

Having received much damage to her spars, in a severe 

fale, the ship put in to the Danish settlement of Holstein- 
erg, on the Greenland coast, to refit, and sailed again to the 
northward on the 26th of June. They found a clear sea» 
and even in the middle of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's 
Strait perceived no traces of ice or snow, except what ap- 

5 eared on the lofty summits of some of the mountains. 
*he thermometer stood at 40°, and the weather was so 
mild that the officers dined in the cabin without a fire, 
with the skylight partially open. On the 10th of August 
they passea Cape York, and thence crossed over into !Re- 
gent Inlet, malang the western coast between Seppings' 
and Elwin Bay on the 16th. 

They here fell in with those formidable streams, 
packs, and floating bergs of ice which had offered 
such obstructions to Parry's ships. From their proxi- 
mity to the magnetic pole, their compasses became 
useless as they proceeded southward. On the 13th 
they reached the spot where the Fury was abandoned, 
but no remnants of the vessel were to be seen. AH 
her sails, stores, and provisions, on land, were, however, 
found ; the hermetically-sealed tin canisters having kept 
the provisions &om the attacks of bears ; and the flour, 
bread, wine, spirits, sugar, &c., proved as good, after 
bein^ here four years, as on the first day they were 
packed. This store formed a vexy «Q^OTka}[^<d ^<^\\.v;3p^ 
^hich was Breelymade available, anaa£tftt mct©«A\n!^V)ttftYt 
a took to two years and ten montW Bu^^Vy , ^ei *^^ ^^^ 
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a large quantity for the wants of any futore explorers. On 
the 15tn, crossing Cresswell Bay, they reached C&^ 
Oarry, the farthest point which had been seen by Parry. 
They were here mucn inconvenienced and delayed by fogs 
and floating ice. While mountains of ice were tossing 
around them on every side, tiiey were often forced to seek 
safety by mooring themselves to these formidable masses, 
and drifting with them, sometimes forward, sometimes 
backward. In this manner on one occasion no less than 
nineteen miles were lost in a few hours ; at other times 
they underwent frequent and severe shocks, yet escaped 
any serious damage. 

Captain Eoss d&aws a lively picture of what a vessel en- 
dures in sailing among these moving hHls. He reminds 
the reader that ice is stone, as solid as if it were granite; 
and he bids him " imagine these mountains hurled through 
a narrow strait by a rapid tide, meeting with the noise of 
thunder, breaking from each other's precipices huge frag- 
ments, or rending each other asunder, till, losing theur 
former equilibrium, they fall over headlong, liftingthe sea 
around in breakers, and whirling it in eddies. There is 
not a moment in which it can be conjectured what will 
happen in the next; there is not one which may not be 
the last. The attention is troubled to fix on anything 
amid such confusion ; still must it be alive, that it may 
seize on the single moment of help or escape which may 
occur. Tet with all this, and it is the hardest task of all, 
there is nothing to be acted, — ^no eflS^rt to be made, — ^he 
must be patient, as if he were unconcerned or careless, 
waiting, as he best can, for the fate, be it what it may, 
which ne cannot influence or avoid." 

Proceeding southward, Eoss found Brentford Ba^, about 
thirty miles beyond Cape Garry, to be of considerable 
extent, with some fine harbours. Landing here, i^e 
British colours were unfurled, and the coast, named aflber 
the promoter of the expedition, was taken possession of in 
the name of the king. Extensive and commodious har- 
bours, named Ports Logan, Elizabeth, and Eclipse, were 
discovered, and a large bay, which was called Mary Jones 
Bay. By the end of September, the ship had examined 
SOO miles of undiscovered coast. The wmter now set in 
with severity, huge masses of ice began to close around 
them, the thermometer sank many degrees below freezing 
point, and snow fell very thick. By sawing throwj^ >iJa» 
ice, the vessel was got into a secxixe "^^vXaotl \» ^^was^ *Sokfe 
winter, in a station which, is now naiaiedi oyl^<& xaK^^^^ocs- 
Harbour. The machinery of t\i© ateaai-eu^^ ^^^ ^^"^^ 
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siWBj with, the vessel housed, and every measure that could 
Bad to the tsomfort of the crew ad(H>ted. They had abun- 
^Laae of fuel, and proTisioin that mi^ easily be extended 
to three years. 

On the 9th of January, 1831, they were yisited by a 
Jsrge tribe of Esquimaux, who were better dressed and 
d^mer than those more to the northward. They dis- 
played an intimate acquaintance witii the situation and 
bearings of the country over idbieh they had travelled, 
and two of them drew a very fair sketch of the neigh- 
bouring coasts, witii whidi they were £Euniliar; vai» 
was revised and corrected by a learned ladv named 
Teiiksin, — the females seeming, from this and K>rmer in- 
stances, to have « clear knowledge of the hydrography and 
geography of the contin^it, bays, straits, and rivers 
which they had once traversed. 

On the 5th of Apnl, Commander ISCoss, with Mr. Blanky, 
the chief mate, and two Esquimaux guides, set out to ex- 
plore a strait which was reported as lying to the westward, 
and which it was hoped might lead to the western sea. 
After a tedious and arduous journey, thev arrived, on the 
third da^, at a bay facing to the westward, and discovered* 
frirther inland, an extensive lake, called b^ the natives 
Nie-tyel-le, whence a broad river flowed into the bay. 
Hieir guides infonned them, however, there was no 
prospect of a water communication south of their present 
position. Capt. Boss then traced the coast flfty or sixty 
miles further south. 

Several journeys were also made by Gonunander Soss, 
bo^ inland and along the bavs and inlets. On the 1st of 
May, from the top of a high hill, he observed a large inlet 
which, seemed to lead to the western sea. In order to 
satisfy himself on this point, he set out again on the 17 th 
of Mjiy, with provisions for three weeks, eight dogs, and 
three companions. Having crossed the great midcUe lake 
of the isUunus, he reached nis former stetion, and thence 
traced an inlet which was found to be the mouth of a 
river named by them Garry. From the hidi hill they 
observed a cham of lakes leading almost to Thom*s Bav, 
tile VicUynf* station in Felix Harlx)ur. Proceeding nortn- 
west al<mg the coast, they crossed the frozen simace of 
tiie strait which has since been named after Sir James 
Boss, and came to a large island which was called Matty; 
keej»ng along its northern shore, and passing over a 
amiTow strait, which they named ai!tot Wellin^n, they 
Ibaad tbmn»dveB om. what wis coxundeto^ V>\m Vk^ ts»^* 
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kmd, but wbidi the more recent discoYeries of Simpeon hsre 
shown to be an island, and which now bears ihe name of E!ing 
William's Land. Still jonmeying onward, with difficulties 
continually increasing, from heavy toil and severe priva- 
tion, the dogs became exhausted with fatigue, and a burden 
rather than an aid to the travellers. 

One of their greatest embarrassments was how to dis- 
tinguish between land and sea. " When all is ioe, and all 
one daz&ling mass of white — when the surface of the saC^ 
itself is tossed up and fixed into rocks, while the land is on 
the contrary very often flat, it is not always so easy a 
problem as it might seem on a superficial view, to deter- 
xnine a fact which appears in words to be extremely 
simple." Although their provisions began to fall short, and 
the party were nearly worn out, Commander Eoss was most 
desirous of making as much western discovery as possible ; 
therefore, depositing everything that could be dispensed 
with, he pushed on, on the 28th, with only four days* pro- 
visions, and reached Cape Felix, the most northern 
point of this island, on the following day. The coast here 
took a south-west direction, and there was an imbounded 
expanse of ocean in view. The next morning, after having 
travelled twenty miles farther, they reached a point, which 
Eoss called Pomt Victory, situated in lat, 64° 46' 19" long. 
98° 32' 49", while to the mo«!t distant one in view, estimated 
to be in long. 99° 17' 58", he gave the name of Cape 
Franklin. However loath to turn back, yet prudence com- 
pelled them to do so, for as they had omy ten days* sh<nrt 
allowance of food, and more than 200 miles to traverser 
there could not be a moment's hesitation in adopting this 
step. A high cairn of stones was erected before leaviog, 
in which was deposited a narrative of their proceedings. 

The party endured much fatigue and sneering on their 
return journey ; of the eight dogs only two survived, and the 
travellers in a most exhausted state arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of the lai^e lakes on the 8th of Jtme, wh^re 
^ey foirtunately fell in with a tribe of natives, who 
received them hospitably, and supplied them plentifully 
with fish, so that after a day's rest they resumed their 
journey, and reached the ship on the 13th. Capt. Eoss in 
the meanwhile had m&Ae a partial survey of the Isthmus, 
and discovered another large lake, which he named after 
Lady Melville. 

After eleven months' imprisonment, their little ^bs% 
once more floated buoyant on. lihe ^ti^ea, \\aN\a2^ \««a. 
nlemed&om her iey barrier on tiien^ ol ^e^T^sswt* 
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but for the next few days made but little progress, bek^ 
beaten about among tne icebergs, and driven hither and 
thither by the currents. 

A change in the weather, however, took place, and on 
the 23rd mej were pnce more frozen in, the sea iu a week 
after exhibitmg one clear unbroken surface. All October- 
was passed in cutting through the ice into a more secure 
locahty, and another dreary winter having set in, it became 
necessary to reduce the allowance of provisions. This 
winter was one of unparaUeled severity, the thermometer 
falling 92° below freezing point. During the ensuing 
spring a varietur of exploratory journeys were carried on, 
and in one of these Commander !Koss succeeded in planting 
the British flag on the North Magnetic Pole. The position 
which had been usually assigned to this interesting spot 
by the learned of Europe, was lat. 70° N., and long. 98® 
^ W. ; but Boss, by careM observations, determined it 
to He in lat. 70° 6' 17" N., and long. 96° 46' 45" W., to the 
southward of Cape Kikolai, on the western shore of 
Boothia. But it has since been found that the centre of 
magnetic intensity is a moveable point revolving within 
the fngid zone. 

"The place of the observatory," Boss remarks, "was 
as near to the magnetic pole as the limited means which I 
possessed enabled me to determine. The amount of the 
oip, as indicated by my dipping-needle, was 89° 59', being 
thus within one minute of the vertical ; while the prox- 
imity at least of this pole, if not its actual existence where 
we stood, was further confirmed by the action, or rather 
by the total inaction, of the several horizontal needles then 
in my possession." 

Parry's observations placed it eleven minutes distant 
only from the site determined by Boss. 

^ ' As soon," continues Boss, " as I had satisfied my own 
mind on the subject, I made known to the party this 
gratifying result of all our joint labours ; and it was then 
tkat, amidst mutual congratulations, we fixed the British 
flag on the spot, and took possession of the North Mag- 
netic Pole and its adjoining territoryin the name of Great 
Britain and King William IV. We had abundance of 
materials for building in the fragments of limestone that 
covered the beach, and we therefore erected a cairn of 
some magnitude, under which we buried a canister con- 
taining a record of the interesting fact, only regretting 
that we bad not the means of constructing a pyramia 
of more importance, and of strenslik «v>S&d.ei^ \a> -^ir^- 
Btajid the assaults of time and of me "Ei^^^aMnajoaL, "^^ 
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it been a pyramid as large as tkat of Cheops, I am not 
quite snre tnat it would miye done more thiui satisfy onr 
ambition imder the feelings of that exciting day." 

On the 28th of August, 1831, they contrived to warp 
the Victory out into me open sea, and made sail on the 
following morning, but were soon beset with ice as on the 
former occasion, being once more completely frozen in 
by the 27th of Septemoer. 

On the previous occasion their nayigation had been 
three miles; this y^ear it extended to Tour. This pro- 
tracted detention m the ice made their present position 
one of great danger and penl. As there seemed no pro- 
spect of extricating their vessel, the resolution was come to 
of abandoning her, and making the best of their way up 
the inlet to Eury Beach, there to avail themselves of the 
boats, provisions, and stores, which would assist them in 
reaching Davis Straits, where they might expect to fall in 
with one of the whale ships. 

On the 23rd of April, 1832, having collected aU that 
was useful and necessary, the expedition set out, drag- 
ging their provisions and boats over a vast expanse of 
rugged ice. ** The loads being too heavy to be carried at 
once, made it necessary to go backward and forward twice, 
and even oftener, the same day. They had to encoimter 
dreadful tempests of snow and drift, and to make several cir- 
cuits in order to avoid impassable barriers. The general result 
was, that hj the 12th of May they had travelled 329 miles 
to gain thirty in a direct me, naying in this labour ex- 
pended a month." After this preliminary movement, they 
bade a farewell to their little vessel, naiung her colours to 
the mast. Capt. Koss describes himself as deeply affected; 
this being the first vessel he had been obliged to abandon 
of thirty-six in which he had served during the course of 
forty-two years. On the 9th of June, Commander Eoss 
and two others, with a fortnight's provisions, left the 
main body, who were more heavily loaded, to ascertain the 
state of tne boats and supphes at JFury Beach. Eetuming 
they met their comrades on the 25th of June, re- 
porting that they had foimd three of the boats washed 
away, but enough still left for their purpose, and all 
the provisions were in good condition. The remainder 
of the journey was accomplished by the whole party in a 
week, and on the 1st of July they reared a canvas man- 
sion, to which they gave the name of Som.et^Q;t ^orojaa^ "ssA. 
enjoyed a hearfcv meid. 

by the let of August the boats -wexe TeTxi^fit^ ^^^^''^^l 
able, and a comidexSjle extent o£ o^eu »«^ Ao^m^^raNw^^ 

I 
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they set out, and after much, buffeting among the ice in 
their J&ail shallops, reached the mouth of me inlet by 
the end of August. After several fruitless attempts to 
run along Barrow's Strait, the obstructions of the ice 
obliged l£em to haul the boats on shore, and pitch their 
tents. Barrow's Strait was found, from repeated surveys, 
to be one impenetrable mass of ice. After lingering here 
till the third week in September, it was unanimously agreed 
that their only resource was to &11 back again on the stores 
at Fury Beach, and there spend their fourth winter. They, 
were only able to get half the distance in the boats, 
which were hauled on shore in Batty Bay on the 24th of 
September, and the rest of their journey continued on foot, 
ilie provisions being dragged on sledges. On the 7th of 
October they once more reached their home at the scene 
of the wreck. GHiey now managed to shelter their canvas 
tent by a wall of snow, and, setting up an es±ra stove, made 
themselves tolerably comfortable until the increasing 
severity of the winter, and the rigour of the cold, added to 
the tempestuous weather, made them perfect prisoners, 
and sorely tried their patience. Scurvy now began to 
attack several of the party, and on the 16th of February, 
1833, Thomas, the carpenter, fell a victim to it, and two 
others died. ** Their situation was becoming truly awful, 
since if they were not liberated in the ensuing summer, 
little prospect appeared of their surviving another year. 
It was necessary to make a reduction in the allowance 
of preserved meats ; bread was somewhat deficient, and 
the stock of wine and spirits was entirely exhausted. 
However, as they had caught a few foxes, which were 
considered a delicacy, and there was plenty of flour, 
sugar, soups, and vegetables, a ^et could be easily ar- 
ranged sufficient to support the party." 

While the ice remamed Arm, advantage was taken of 
the spring to carry forward a stock of provisions to Batty 
Bay, and this, though only thirty-two miles, occupied 
them a whole month, owing to their reduced numoers 
from sickness and heavy loads, with the joumeyings to 
and fro, having to go over the ground eight times. 

On the 8th of July they finally abandoned this dep6t, 
and encamped on tne 12th at their boat station in Batty 
Bay, where the aspect of the sea was watched with 
intense anxiety for more than a month. On the 15th of 
August, taking advantage of a lane of water which led to 
the northwaxd, the party embarked, and on the following 
BMming had got as far as the tuximiig i^o\n^ oi ^<^ix\»^ 
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year's expedition. Making their way slowly amonff the 
masses of ice with which the inlet was encumbered, on 
the 17th they fonnd the wide expanse of Barrow's Strait 
open before them, and navigable, and reached to within 
twelve miles of Cape York. Pushing on with renewed 
spirits, alternately rowing and sailing, on the night of the 
25th they rested in a good harbour on the eastern 
shore of Navy Board Luet. At four on the following 
morning they were roused from their slumbers by the 
joyful intelligence of a ship being in sight, and never did 
men more hurriedly and energetically set out ; but the 
elements conspiring against them, after being baffled by 
calms and currents, they had the misery to see the ship 
leave them with a fair breeze, and founa it impossible to 
overtake her, or make themselves seen. A few hours 
later, however, their despair was relieved by the sight of 
another vessel which was lying to in a oahn. By oint of 
hard rowing the^ were this time more fortunate, and 
soon came up with her ; she proved to be the Isabella, 
of Hull, the very ship in which Eoss had made his first 
voyage to these seas. Captain Boss was told circumstan- 
tially of his own death, &c., two years previously, and he 
had some difficulty in convincing them that it was TeskOj 
he and his party who now stood before them. So great 
was the joy with which they were received, that the 
Isabella manned her yards, and her former commander 
and his gallant band of adventurers were saluted with 
three hewrty cheers. The scene on board can scarcely 
be described ; each of the crew vied with the other in 
assisting and comforting the party, and it cannot better 
be told than in Boss's own words ;— 

" The ludicrous soon took place of all other feeling ; 
in such a crowd, and such confusion, all serious thought 
Was impossible, while the new buoyancy of our spirits 
made us abundantly willing to be amused by the scene 
which now opened. Every man was hungry, and was to 
be fed ; all were ragged, and were to be clothed ; there 
was not one to whom washing was not indispensable, nor 
one whom his beard did not deprive of all human sem- 
blance. All, everything too, was to be done at once : it 
was washing, dressii^, shaving, eating, all intermingled ; 
it was all Sie materials of each jumbled together, while 
in the midst of all there were interminable questions ta 
be asked and answered on both sides \ t\x<& «JQL:^«<Q^?QX«^ ^ 
the Vtctory, our own escapes, the i^o^^ic^ oilEiaj^kaisA, 
the news which was now Tour years o\3l. 
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" But all subsided into peace at last. The sick were 
accommodated, the seamen disposed of, and all was done 
for ns which care and kindness could perform. 

" Ni^ht at length brought quiet and serious thoughts, 
and I trust there was not a man among us who did not 
then express, where it was due, his gratitude for that 
interposition which had raised us all from a despair which 
none could now forget, and had brought us from the very- 
borders of a most distant grave, to life and friends and 
civilization. Long accustomed, however, to a cold bed on 
the hard snow or the bare rock, few could sleep amid the 
comfort of our new accommodations. I was myself com- 
pelled to leave the bed which had been kindly assigned 
me, and take my abode in a chair for the night, nor did 
it fare much better with the rest. It was for time to 
reconcile us to this sudden and violent change, to break 
through what had become habit, and to inure us once 
more to the usages of our former days." 

The Isabella remained some time longer to prosecute 
the fishery, and left Davis Strait on her homeward 
passage on the 30th of September. On the 12th of 
October they made the Orkney Islands, and arrived at 
Hull on the 18th. The bold explorers, who had long been 
given up as lost, were looked upon as men risen from the 
grave, and met and escorted by crowds of sympathizers. 
A public entertainment was given to them by the towns- 
people, at which the freedom of the town was presented 
to Captain Soss, and next dav he lefh for London, to 
report his arrival to the Admiralty, and was honoured by 
a ^esentation to the king at Windsor. 

The Admiralty liberally rewarded all the parties, except 
indeed Captain Koss. Commander J. C. Boss was appointed 
to the guardship at Portsmouth to complete his period 
of service, and then received his post rank. Mr. Thom, 
the purser, Mr. M*Diarmid, the surgeon, and the petty 
officers, were appointed to good situations in the navy. 
The seamen received the usimI double "paj given to Arctic 
explorers, up to the time of leaving their ship, and full 
pay from that date until their arrival in England. 

A committee of the House of Commons took up the case 
of Captain Eoss early in the session of 1834, and on their 
recommendation 5000/. was granted him as a remuneration 
for his pecuniary outlay and privations. 
A baronetcy, on the recommendation of the same com- 
loittee, was also conferred by l[^s Ms^estry William IV» 
on Mr. Felix Booth. 
-In looking back on the results oi t\nB NO^«jg,^,TiQ*vBi^tDt- 
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tial inqxiirer can deny to Captain Eoss the merit of haying 
effected much good by tracing and surveying the whole 
of the lonff western coast of Eegent Inlet, proving 
Boothia to be a peninsula, and setting at rest the proba- 
bility of any navigable outlet being mscovered from this 
inlet to the Polar Sea. Ihe lakes, rivers, and islands 
which were examined, proved with sufficient accuracy the 
correctness of the information furnished to Parry by the 
Esquimaux. 

To Commander James Eoss is due the credit of resolv- 
ing many important scientific questions, such as the 
combination of light with magnetism, fixing the exact 
position of the magnetic pole. He was abo the only 
person in the expedition competent to make observations 
m geology, natural history, and botany. Out of about 
700 miles of new land explored. Commander Boss, in the 
expeditions which he planned and conducted, discovered 
nearly 500. He had up to this time passed fourteen 
summers and eight winters in these seas. 

The late Sir John Barrow, in his " Narrative of Voyages 
of Discovery and Eesearch," p. 518, in op][>osition to Koss's 
opinion, asserted that Boothia was not joined to the Con 
tment, but that they were " completely divided by a navi- 

fable strait, ten miles wide and upwards, leadmg past 
Jack*s Estuary, and into the Gulf (of Boothia), of which 
the proper name is Akkolee, not Boothia ; and moreover, 
that the two seas flow as freely into each other, as Lancaster 
Sound does into the Polar Sea." This assumption has 
been since shown to be incorrect. Capt. Eoss asserts there 
is a difference in the level of these two seas. 

I may here fitly take a review of Capt. Eoss's services. 
He entered the navy in 1790 ; served fifteen years as a 
midshipman, seven as a Heutenant, and seven as a com- 
mander, and was posted on the 7th of December, 1818, 
and appointed to the command of the first Arctic expedi- 
tion of this century. On his return he received many 
marks of favour from continental sovereigns, was knightea, 
and made a Companion of the Bath on the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1834 ; made a Commander of the Sword of Sweden, 
a Knight of ^e Second Class of St. Anne of Prussia (in 
diamonds), Second Class of the Legion of Honour, and of 
the Eed Eagle of Prussia, and of Leopold of Belgium. 
Eeceived the royal premium from the Geographical S<i<»L'5^ 
of London, in 1833, for his discovenea^m^ ktcJc^^i^^'^'^V^ 
fUso gold medals from the GeograpVmal ^ociV^ oI^^bta, 
Mjd the Boyal Societies of Swedeii, AAxatx\«.,«sAT>«cffl»^. 
The freedom of the cities of liOiidoTi, lix^er^^*^^* ^^ 
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BnBtol ; six gold snuff-boxes from lUissia, Holland, Den- 
xnaik, Austria, London, and Baden ; a sword valued at 100 
guineas from the Patriotic Fund, for his sufferings, having 
Seen wounded thirteen times in three different actions 
-during the war ; and one of the value of 200^. from the 
Sling of Sweden, for service in the Baltic and the White 
Sea. On the 8th of March, 1839, he was appointed to the 
lucrative post of British consul at Stockhobn, which he 
held for six years. 

Captain Back s Lakd JbtrENEY, 1833 — 1835. 

Four years having elapsed without any tidings being 
received of Capt. Boss andhis crew, it began to be generally 
feared in England that they had been added to the number 
of former sufferers, in the prosecution of their arduous un- 
dertaldng. 

Dr. Bichardson, who had himself undergone such fright- 
ful perils in the Arctic regions with Franluin, was the first 
to call public attention to the subject, in a letter to the 
G«ogr£^hical Sodetjr, in which he suggested a proiect for 
relieving them, if still alive and to l^ found ; and at the 
same time volunteered his services to the Coloi^ial Secre- 
tary of the day, to conduct an exploring party. 

Although the expedition of Captain £oss was not under- 
taken under the auspices of the Government, it became a 
national concern to ascertain the ultimate fate of it, and to 
make some effort for the relief of the party, whose home 
at that time might be the boisterous sea, or whose shelter 
the snow hut or the floating iceberg. Dr. Bichardson 

S reposed to proceed from Hudson's Bay, in a north-west 
irection to Coronation Gulf, where he was to commence 
his search in an easterly direction. Passing to the north, 
along the eastern side of this g;ulf, he would arrive at 
Point IHimagain, the eastern pomt of his own former dis- 
covery. Having accomplished this, he would continue 
his search towaras the eastward until he reached Melville 
Island, thus perfecting geograohical discovery in that 
quarter, and a continued coast line might be laid down 
from the Fury and Hecla Strait to Beechey Point, leaving 
only the small space between Franklin's discovery ana 
that of Hie Blossom unexplored. The proposal was favour- 
ably received; but owing to the political state of the 
country at iHkBt time, the offer was not accepted. 
A meeting was held in ]^ovem\)eT, 1%^, «iE>^<&T<^TQ& o€ 
^heJSorticv&aiBl Society, ixiliegeat-etcec^^A OcAw^^ni^^ 
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and arrange for fittixiff out a pnrate relief entedition, as the 
Admiralty and the Government were unable to do tbia 
officially, in consequence of Capt. Eoss's expedition not 
being a public one. Sir George Cockbum took the chair, 
and justly observed that those officers who devoted their 
time to the service of science, and braved in its pursuit the 
dangers of unknown and ungenial cHmates, demanded the 
sympathy and assistance of all. Great Britain had taken 
the lead m geographical discovery, and there was not one 
in this country who did not feel pride and honour in the 
fame she had attained by the expeditions of Fftrry and 
Franklin ; but if we wished to create future Parrys and 
Franklins, if we wished to encourage British enterprise 
and courage, we must prove that the officer who is out of 
sight of ms countrjrmen is not forgotten; that there is 
consideration for his sufferings, and appreciation of his 
spirit. This reflection will cheer him in the hour of trial, 
and wiU permit him, when surrounded by dangers and pri- 
vations, to indulge in hope, the greatest blessing of man. 
Capt. George Bade, B.N., who was in Italy when the sub- 
ect was first mooted, hastened to England, and offered td 
ead the party, and his services were accepted. A sub- 
scription was entered into to defray the necessary expenses, . 
and upwards of 6000^. was raised ; of this sum, at the recom- 
mendation of Lord Gt)derich, the then secretary of state, 
the Treasury contributed 2000iL 

After an interview with the king at Brighton, to which 
he was specially summoned, Capt. Back made preparations 
for his journey, and laid down his plan of operations. In 
order to facilitate his views, and to give him greater control 
over his men, special instructions and authorij^ were issued 
by the Colonial Office, and the Hudson's mj Company 
granted him a commission in their service, and placed every 
assistance at his disposal throufi^hout their territory m 
l^orth America. ^ "^ ^ 

Everything being definitiveljr arranged, Capt. Back, 
accompanied by Dr. Eichard Kin g as surgeon and natu- 
ralist, with three men who had been on the expedition with 
Franklin, lefb Liverpool on the 17th of Feb. 1833, in one 
of the New York packet ships, and arrived in America 
after a stormy passage of thirty-five dajs. He proceeded 
on to Montreal, where he had great difficulty in prevent- 
ing two of the men £rom leaving nim, as their nearts be^gnx 
to fail them at the prospect of the terete Y3f«snDL«^,''!!rfis>a3^ 
attendant difficulties, wnich ihej \iAd\o enccrostoc* 

Four voluuteera from the lio^sl kt^^i^Bt^ ^or^ 
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joined liim, and some yojagenrs having been engaged, the 
party left, in two oanoes, on the 25tC of April. Two of 
nis party deserted £rom him in the Ottawa nver. 

On the 28th of June, having obtained his complement 
. of men, he may be said to hare commenced his jonrney. 
They suffered dreadAilly from myriads of sand-flies and 
mnsquitoes, being so disfigured by their attacks that 
their features could be scarcely recognised. Horse-flies, 
appropriately styled "bull dogs/' were another dreadful 
pest, which pertinaciously gorged themselves like the leech, 
until they seemed ready to burst. 

" It is in vain to attempt to defend yourself against 
these puny bloodsuckers ; though you crush thousands of 
them, tens of thousands arise to revenge the death of their 
companions, and you very soon discover that the conflict 
which you are waging is one in which you are sure to be 
defeated. So great at last are the pains and fati^e in 
buffeting away this attacking force, that in despair you 
throw yourseu, half suffocated, in a blanket, with your 
fiice upon the "Aground, and snatch a few minutes of sleep- 
, less rest." Captain Back adds that the vigorous and unin- 
. termitting assaults of these tormenting pests conveyed the 
moral lesson of man's helplessness, smce, with all our 
boasted strength, we are unable to repel these feeble atoms 
of creation. " How," he says, " can I possibly give an 
idea of the torment we endured &om the sand-flies P As 
we dived into the confined and suffocating chasms, or 
waded through the close swamps, they rose in clouds, 
actually darkening the air; to see or to speak was 
equally difficult, for they rushed at every undefended 
part, and fixed their poisonous fangs in an instant. Our 
faces streamed with blood, as if leecnes had been applied, 
and there was a burning and irritating pain, followed by 
immediate inflammation, and producing giddiness, whico. 
almost drove us mad, and caused us to moan with pain 
and agony." 

At the Fine portajge Captain Back engaged the services 

of A. B. McLeod, in the employ of the Hudson's Bay 

Company, and who had been nxed upon by Grovemor 

Simpson, to aid the expedition. He was accompanied by 

his wife, three children, and a servant ; and had just 

returned from the Mackenzie Eiver, with a large cargo of 

furs. The whole family were attached to the party, and 

alter some detentions of a general and unimportant cha- 

racter, tbejr amved at Fort C\nTQew7Mi ou t\i«a *2ath of 

•^nfir. Fort Eesolution, on. Qreat feVov © lA^ie, ^%a Tft«^^\ 

1 the 8th of August. 
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The odd assemblage of goods andyoyageurs in their en- 
eampment are thusnaphic^j describid^by the traveller, 
as he glanced aroimlhL. ' 

** At my feet was a rolled bundle in oil-doth, containing 
some three blankets, called a bed ; near it a piece of dried 
buffalo, £mcifully ornamented with long black hairs, which 
no art, alas ! can prevent &om insinuating themselves be- 
tween the teeth, as you laboriously masticate the tough, 
hard flesh ; then a tolerably dean napkin, spread by way 
of table-cloth, on a red piece of canvas, and supporting a 
tea-pot, some biscuits, and a salt-cellar ; near this a tin 
plate, close by a square kind of box or safe of the same 
material, rich with a pale, greasy hair, the produce of the 
colony at S*ed E.iver; and the last the far-renowned ^em- 
micatii imquestionably the best food of the country for 
expeditions such as ours. Behind me were two boxes 
containing astronomical instruments, and a sextant lying 
on the ground, whilst the different comers of the tent 
were occupied by a washing apparatus, a gun, an Indian 
shot-pouch, bags, basins, and an unhappy-looking japanued 
pot, whose melancholy bumps ana nollows seemed to 
reproach me for many a bruise endured upon the rocks 
und portages between Montreal and Lake Winnipeck. Nor 
were my crew less motley than the furniture of the tent. 
It consisted of an Englishman, a man from Stornaway, 
two Canadians, two Metifs or haJf-breds, and three Iro- 
quois Indians. Babel could not have produced a worse 
confusion of unharmonious sounds than was the conversa- 
tion they kept up." 

Having obtained at Fort Itesolution all possible infor- 
mation, &om the Indians and others, relative to the course 
of the northern rivers of which he was in search, he 
divided his crew into two parties, five of whom were left 
as an escort for Mr. McLeoa, and four were to accompany 
himself in search of the Great Fish Biver, since appro- 
priately named after Back himself. 

On tne 19th of August they began the ascent of the Hoar 
Frost Biver, whose course was a series of the most fearful 
cascades and rapids. The woods here were so thick as 
to render them almost impervious, consisting chiefly of 
«tunted firs, which occasioned infinite trouble to the party 
to force their way through ; added to which, they had to 
<;lamber over fallen trees, through rivulets, and over bogs 
tmd swamps, until the difficulties anpeared &o ^Y^i^^^'^ix^i^ 
nlmost to dishearten the party ttOTCv. ^xo^^cvitoa^"^ %ias«. 
journey. The heart of Captain.'ttack. N^^.Vo^es^x , ^"5*^ 
•fcitn a caat to be dispirited \)y d^cxil^e^*^^ ^\sac:o^^«^ 
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perserering explorers woxdd hare turned away diacom- 
nted, and cheering on his men, like a bold and gallant 
leader, the first in the advance of danger, they arrived at 
length in an open space, where theyrested for awhile to 
recruit their exhausted strength. The place was, indeed^ 
one of barrenness and desolation ; crag was piled upon crag 
to the height of 2000 feet from the base, and the course c^ 
the river here, in a state of contraction, was marked by an 
uninterrupted line of foam. 

However great the beauty of the scenery may be, and 
however resolute may be the will, severe toil will at length 
relax the spirits, and bring a kind of despondency ujpon a 
heart naturally bold and undaunted. This wan found 
particularly the case now with the interpreter, who became 
a dead weight upon the party. Eapid now succeeded 
rapid ; scarcely had they surmounted one fall than aa- 
otner presented itself, rising like an amphitheatre befoi« 
them to the height of fifty feet. They, however, gained 
at length the ascent of this turbulent and unfriendly river, 
the romantic beauty and wild scenery of which were 
strikingly grand, and after passing successively a series 
of portoges, rapids, falls, lakes, and rivers, on tiiie 27th 
Back observed from the summit of a high hill a 
very large lake full of deep bays and islands, and 
which has been named Aylmer Lake, after the Governor- 
General of Canada at that time. The boat was sent out 
with three men to search for the lake, or outlet of the 
river, which they discovered on the second day, and 
Captain Back himself, during their absence, also accident- 
ally discovered its source in the Sand HUl Lake, not far 
from his encampment. Not prouder was Bruce when he 
stood on the green sod whicn covers the source of the 
Nile, than was Captain Back when he found that he was 
standing at the source of a river, the existence of which 
was known, but the course of which was a problem 
no traveller had yet ventured to solve. Yielding to tha 
pleasurable emotion which discoverers, in the first bound 
of their transport, may be pardoned for indulging, Back 
tells us he threw himself down on the bank and drank a 
hear^ draught of the limpid water. 

"For this occasion," he adds, "I had reserved a 
little grog, and need hardly say with what cheerfulness 
it was shared amongst the erew, whose welcome tidingg 
had veri&ed the notion of Dr. Biehardson and myself, and 
tbns placed beyond doubt ttie exjatenc© oi ^^*fe^«^-e«r 
^oh, or Great Fish Biver." 
On the dOth of August they "be^aTi to move Vw«t^ Vte 
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river, bnt on reaching Musk-ox Lake it was found impos- 
eible to stand the force of the rapids in their frail canoe, 
and as winter was approaching their return to the rendez- 
vous on Slave Lake was determined on. 

At Clinton Golden Lake, some Lidians visited them 
from the Chief Akaitcho, who it will be remembered was 
the guide of Sir John Franklin. Two of these Lidians 
remembered Captain Back, one having accompanied hirn 
to the Coppermine Biver on Franklin's first expedition. 

At the Cat or Artillery Lake they had to abandon their 
canoe, and perform the rest of the journey on foot over 
precipitous rocks, through frightM gorges and ravines, 
heaped with masses of granite, and along narrow ledges, 
where a false step would have been fiital. 

At Fort Reliance the party found Mr. McLeodhad, during 
their absence, erected the frame-work of a comfortable 
residence for them, and all hands set to work to com- 
plete it. After many obstacles and difficulties, it was 
finished. 

Dr. King joined them on the 16th of September with 
two laden bateaux. 

On the 5th of November they exchanged their cold 
tents for the new house, which was fifty feet long by 
thirty broad, and contained four rooms, besides a spacious 
hall in the centre, for the reception and accommodation 
of the Indians, to which a sort of rude kitdien was 
attached. 

As the winter advanced bands cf starving Indians con- 
tinued to arrive, in the hope of obtaining some relief, as 
little or nothing was to be procured by hunting. Thery 
would stand around while the men were takmg their 
meals, watching every mouthful with the most longing, 
imploring look, but yet never uttering a complaint. 

At other times they would, seated round the fire, occupy 
themselves in roastmg and devouring small bits of their 
reindeer garments, which, even when entire, afforded 
them a very insufficient |>rotection against a temperature 
of 102° below freezing point. 

The sufferings of the poor Indians at tJiifl period nxe 
described as mghtftiL "Famine with her gaunt and 
bony arm," says Back, "pursued them at every tun^ 
withered their energies, and strewed them lifeless on the 
cold bosom of the snow." It was impossible to affi>Td 
relief out of their scanty store to bSI, \ro^ «^«^ ^sosa^ 
portions of the movldj -gemxiAcitsx.YSiiue^i^^ 
unpalatable as it was, was gladly xeoewe^, ^sA^BW^^'na^J 
Aam periabrng. ** Often," addB Bac\, ** ^^lI^^^^^bsc^ 
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^late with the children, whose helpless state and piteous 
cries were peculiarly distressing ; compassion for tne foil 
.grown may, or may not, be tea, but that heart must be 
cased in steel which is insensible to the cry of a child for 
food." 

At this critical juncture, Akaitcho made his appearanca 
with an opportune supply of a little meat, whidi in soma 
measure enabled Captain Back to relieve the sufferers 
around him, many of whom, to his great delight, went 
swaj with Akaitcho. The stock of meat was soon 
exhausted, and they had to open their pemmican. The 
officers contented themselves with the short supply of 
half a pound a day, but the labouring men could not do 
with less than a pound and three quarters. The cold now 
set in with an mtensity which Captain Back had never 
before experienced, — ^the thermometer on the 17th of 
Januaiy being 70° below zero. " Such indeed, (he says,) 
was the abstraction of heat, that with eight large logs of 
dry wood on the fbre I could not get tne thermometer 
higher than 12° below zero. Ink and paint froze. The 
sextant cases and boxes of seasoned wood, principally fir» 
ail split. The skin of the hands became dry, cracked and 
opened into unsightly and smarting gashes, which we 
were obliged fco anoint with grease. On one occasion, 
after washing my face within three feet of the fire, my 
hair was actually clotted with ice before I had time to 
dry it." 

The hunters suffered severely from the intensity of the 
43old, and compared the sensation of handling their guns to 
that of touchmg red-hot iron, and so excessive was the 
pain, that they were obliged to wrap thongs of leather 
round the triggers to keep their fingers from coming into 
contact with the steel. 

The sufferings which the party now endured were great, 
^d had it not been for the exemplary conduct of Akaitcho 
in procuring them game, it is to be doubted whether any 
would have survived to tell the misery they had en- 
dured. The sentiments of this worthy savage were nobly 
expressed — " The great chief trusts in us, and it is better 
that ten Indians perish than that one white man should 
perish through our negligence and breach of faith." 

On the 14th of February Mr. McLeod and his family 

removed to a place half-way between the fort and the 

Indians, in order to facilitate their own support, and assist 

ia procuring food by hunting. BAa ^\t\]Ai\.\0TL, however, 

fieoame soon one of the greatest eTobdxtft&^'meit^, V<& «3^\ 

V £unily being surroim&d by daffiLCul^ea, ^TW«^wia> wA 
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deaths. Six of the natives near him sank tinder the horrors 
of starvation, and Akaitcho and his hunters were twelve 

d^' march distant. 

Towards the end of April Capt. Back began to make 
arran£^ements for constructing boats for prosecuting the 
expecution once more, and while so employed, on the 25tk 
a messenger arrived with the gratifying mtelligence that 
Caj^t. Boss had arrived safely in England, confinnation of 
which was afforded in extracts from the Times and Sei^ald,. 
and letters from the long-lost adventurers themselvea 
Their feelings at these glad tidings are thus described :— » 
" In the fulness of our nearts we assembled togetiier, and 
humbly offered up our thanks to that merciful Providence, 
who in the beautiM language of scripture hath said, 
' Mine own will I bring agam, as I did sometime from the 
deeps of the sea.' The thought of so wonderful a preserva* 
tion overpowered for a time the common occurrences of 
life. We had just sat down to breakfast ; but our appetite 
was gone, and the day was passed' in a feverish state oi 
excitement. Seldom, indeed, did my friend Mr« King or 
I indulge in a libation, but on tnis joyful occasion 
economy was forgotten ; a treat was given to the men, 
and for ourselves the social sympathies were quickened by 
a generous bowl of punch." Capt. Back's former inter- 
preter, Augustus, hearing that he was in the country, set 
out on foot from Hudson's Bay to join him, but getting: 
separated from his two companions, the gallant little feUow 
was either exhausted by suffering and privations, or, caught 
in the midst of an open traverse in one of those terrible 
snow storms which may be said to blow almost through 
the frame, he had sunk to rise no more, his bleached 
remains being discovered not far from the Itivi^re a Jean. 
*' Such," says Capt. Back, " was the miserable end of poor 
Augustus, a faithful, disinterested, kind-hearted creature, 
who had won the regard, not of myself only, but I 
may add, of Sir J. Franklin and Dr. Kichardson also, by 
qualities which, wherever found, in the lowest as in the 
Eighest forms of social life, are the ornament and charm of 
humanity." 

On the 7th of June, all the preparations being com* 
pleted, McLeod having been previously sept on to hunt, 
and deposit casks of meat at various stages. Back set out 
with Mr. King, accompanied by four voyageurs and an 
Indian guide. The stores not required were b\ss\fc^ «a.^ 
the doors and windows of the l[io\\&Q \A.o<^<&^\jj5. 

At Artillery Lake, Back picked, xr^ \3q.^ teciJKffA^t ^Vtba 
; with the carpenters wlio TasA \>e^itt. em^o^^^ 'SS'*" 
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paring boats. The lightest and best was chosen and 
placed on ronners plated with iron, and in this manner she 
was drawn over the ice by two men and six fine dogs. 
The eastern shore of the lake was followed, as it was found 
less rocky and precipitous than the opposite one. The 
march was prosecuted by night, the air being more 
fresh and pleasant, and the party took rest in me day. 
The glare of the ice, the difficulty encountered in g:ettinff 
ihe boat along, the ice being so bad that the spikes of 
the runners cut through instead of sliding over it, and 
the thick snow which fell in June, greatly increased 
the labour of ^ettin^ along. The cold raw wind pierced 
through them m spite of cloaks and blankets. After 
being caulked, the boat was launched on the 14th of 
June, the lake being sufficiently unobstructed to admit of 
her being towed along shore. The weather now became 
exceedingly impleasant — ^hail, snow, and rain pelted them 
one after the other for some time without respite, and then 
only yielded to squalls* that overturned the boat. With 
alternate spells ana baitings to rest, they however gradually 
advanced on the traverse, and were really making consi- 
derable progress when pelting showers of sleet and drif^ 
so dimmed and conned the sight, darkening the atmo- 
sphere, and limiting their view to only a few paces before 
tnem, as to render it an extremely perplexing task to keep 
tiieir course. 

On the 23rd of June they fortunately fell in with a cache 
made for them by their avante-courier, Mr. McLeod, in 
which was a seasonable supply of deer and musk-ox flesh, the 
latter, however, so impregnated with the odour from which 
it takes its name, that the men declared they would rather 
starve three days than swallow a mouthml of it. To 
remove this unfavourable impression Capt. Back ordered 
the daily rations to be served from it for nis own mess as 
well as theirs, taking occasion at the same time to impress 
on their minds the injurious consequences of voluntary 
abstinence, and the necessity of accommodating their 
tastes to such food as the country might supply. Soon 
after another cac/ie was met with, thus matmg eleven 
animals in all that had been thus obtained and secured for 
them by the kind care of Mr. McLeod. 

On the 27th they reached Sand HiU Bay, where they 

found Mr. McLeod encamped. On the 28th the boat being 

too frail to be dragged over the portaj^e, about a quarter 

of a mile in length, was carried oodVlLy b^ the crew, and 

JsuBcbed safely in the Thlew-ee-c\vo\i ot^\s^^^«. M5«st 

^^^'oeshig the portage beyond lVL\iBk.-ox T3l«5\^» «Xy5VL\. iwa 
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miles in length, and having all his party together, Captain 
Back took a survey of his provisions for the three months 
of operations, which he found to consist of two boxes of 
maccaroni, a case of cocoa, twenty-seven bags of pern- 
mican of about 80lbs. each, and a keg with two gallons of 
rum. This he considered an adequate supply if all turned 
out sound and eood. The difBcull^, however, of trans- 
porting a weight of SOOOlbe. over ice and rocks by a cir- 
cuitous route of full 200 miles may be easily conceived, 
not to mention the pain endured in walking on some parts 
where the ice formed innumerable sp^es that pierced like 
needles, and in other placm where it was so black and 
decayed, that it threatened at every step to engulf the 
adventurous traveller. These and similar difficulties could 
only be overcome by the most steady perseverance, and 
Ihe most determined resolution. 

Among the group of dark figures huddled together in 
the Indian encampment around them, Capt. Back found 
his old acquaintance, the Indian beautj of whom mention 
is made in Sir John Franklin's narrative under the name 
of Green Stockings. Although surrounded with a family,, 
with one urchin in her clo& clinging to her back, and 
several other maternal accompaniments, Capt. Back imme- 
diately recognised her, and called her by her name, at 
which she laughed, and said she was an old woman now» 
and begged that she might be relieved by the " medicine 
man,*' for she was very much out of health. However, 
notwithstanding all this, she was still the beauty of the 
tribe, and with that consciousness which belongs to all 
belles, savage or poUte, she seemed by no means displeased 
when Back sketcned her portrait. — (p. 'S07,) 

Mr. McLeod was now sent back, taking with him ten 
persons and fourteen dogs. His instructions were to pro- 
ceed to Fort Besolution for the stores expected to be sent 
there by the Hudson's Bay Company, to build a house in 
some good locality, for a permanent fishing station, and to 
be agam on the banks of the Pish Biver by the middle of 
September, to afford Back and his party any assistance or 
relief they might require. 

The ola In<nan chief Akaitcho, hearing from the inter- 
preter that Capt. Back was in his immediate neighbourhood, 
said, ** I have Known the chief a long time, and I am afraid 
I shall never see him again ; I will go to him." On his 
arrival he cautioned Back against the dangers of a tv^^t 
which he distinctly told him the pTe«en\> T«fi« qI ^\3!L^^:k»s^ 
kDewnotbing of. Se also warned hnn ag|e^naX»^^ \,"t«a^as^ 
cftbe Ssquimaux, which he said-waa i2L'«w«c5^"sa»3^^''^^'^^** 
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the guise of iriendsliip, observing they would attack him 
when he least expected it. '* I am afraid/' continued the 
good old chief, " that I shall never see you again ; but 
should you escape from the great water, take care you are 
not caught by the winter, and thrown into a situation like 
that in which you were on your return from the Copper- 
mine, for you are alone, and the Indians cannot assist you.'* 
The carpenters, wilii an Iroquois, not being ^ther 
required, were dismissed to join Mr. McLeod, and on the 
8th of July they proceeded aown the river. The boat was 
now launched and laden with her cargo, which, together 
with ten persons, she stowed well enough for a smooth 
river, but not for a lake or sea way. The weight was cal- 
culated at 3360 lbs., exclusive of the awning, poles, sails, 
&c., and the crew. 

Their progress to the sea was now one continued succes** 
sion of dimgerous and formidable falls, rapids, and cataracts, 
which frequently made Back hold his breath, expecting to 
see the boat dashed to shivers against some protruding 
rocks amidst the foam and fury at the foot of a rapid. The 
only wonder is how in their frail leaky boat they ever shot 
one of the rapids. Sapid after rapid, and fall after fall, 
were passed, each accompanied with more or less danger ; 
and in one instance the ooat was only saved by all hands 
jumping into the breakers, and keeping her stem up the 
stream, until she was cleared from a rock that had brought 
her up. They had hardly time to get into their places 
again, when they were carried with considerable velocity 
past a river which joined from the westward. After pass- 
mg no less than five rapids within the distance of three 
mues, they came to one long and appalling one, full of 
rocks and large boulders ; the sides hemmed in by a wall 
of ice, and the current flying with the velocity and force of 
a torrent. The boat was lightened of her cargo, and Capt. 
Back placed himself on a hi^ rock, with an anxious desire 
to see her run the rapid. He had every hope which con- 
fidence in the judgment and dexterity of his principal men 
could inspire, but it was impossible not to feel that one 
crash woiud be fatal to the expedition. Away they went 
with the speed of an arrow, and in a moment tne foam and 
jTOcks hid them from view. Back at last heard what 
sounded in his ear like a wild shriek, and he saw Dr. King, 
who was a hundred yards before him, make a sign wiui 
his gun, and then run forward. Back followed with aa 
agitation which maj easily be conceived, when to his inex- 
presaible joy he found that the fthxiek. ^&a ^<& Xfvxxxsc^^QBsdb 
whoop of the ctews who bad Wded «%ie\j m «b «iQ»x^>a^ 
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below. Fop nearly 100 miles of the distance tiiey wt^re 
impeded by these frightful whirlpools, and strong and 
heavy rapids. 

On opening one of their bags of pemmican, the ingennity 
of the Indians at pilfering was discovered, successive 
layers of mixed sand, stones, and green meat having been 
artfully and cleverly substituted for the dry meat. Fearful 
that they might be carrying heaps of stone instead of pro- 
vision. Back had to examine carefully the remainder, which 
were aU found sound and well-tasted. He began to fear, 
from the inclination of the river at one time towards the 
south, that it would be found to discharge itself in Ches- 
terfield Inlet, in Hudson's Bay, but subsequently, to his 
freat joy, it took a direct course towards tne north, and 
is hopes of reaching the Polar Sea were revived. The 
river now led into several large lakes, some studded with 
islands, which were named successively after Sir H. Pelly, 
and Mr. Garry, of the Hudson's Bay Company ; two others 
were named Lake Macdougall and Lake Franklin. 

On the 28th of July they fell in with a tribe of about 
thirty-five very friendly Esquimaux, who aided them in 
transporting their boat over the last long and steep portage, 
to which his men were utterly unequal, and Back justly 
remarks, to their kind assistance he is mainly indebted for 
getting to the sea at all. 

It was late when they got away, and while threading 
their course between some sand-banks with a strong cur- 
rent, they first caught sight of a majestic headland in the 
extreme distance to the north, which had a coast-like 
appearance. This important promontoryBack subsequently 
named after our gracious Queen, then Frincess Victoria. 

" This then," ooserves Back, " may be considered as the 
mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh, which after a violent and 
tortuous course of 530 geographical miles, running through 
an iron-ribbed country, without a single tree on the wh3e 
line of its banks, expanding into five large lakes, with clear 
horizon, most embarrassing to the navigator, and broken 
into falls, cascades, and rapids, to the number of eighty- 
three in the whole, pours its water into the Polar Sea, in 
lat. 67° 11' N., and long. 94° SO' W., that is to say, about 
thirty-seven miles more south than the Coppermine River, 
and nineteen miles more south than that of Back's Eiver 
(of Franklin) at the lower extremity of Bathurst's Inlet. ' 
(p. 390.) 

For several days Back was able to msikfc \s\>^^ ^<^"^ ^^x 
greaa along the eastern shore, in coxkseajveTvttek oi ^^.^^Sk^ 
Sadj- of drm-ice. A barren, rocky e\e^«AKsyt^ o1 %^ ^«^ 
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high was named Cape Beaufort, after the present hydro- 
grapher to the Admiralty. A bluff point on the eastern side 
of the estuary, which he considered to be the northern 
extreme, he named Cape Hay. Dean and Simpson, how- 
ever, in 1839, traced tne shore much beyond this. The 
difficulties met with here began to dispirit the men. 
Por a week or ten days they had a continuation of wet, 
chilly, foggy weather, and the only yeeetation, fern and 
moss, was so wet that it would not oum ; being thus 
without fuel, during this time they had but one hot meal. 
Almost without water, without any means of warmth, or 
any kind of warm or comforting food, sinking knee-deep, 
as they proceeded on land, in the soft slush and snow, no 
wonder that some of the best men, benumbed in their 
limbs and dispirited by the dreary and impromising pro- 
spect before them, broke out for a moment, in low mur- 
murings, that theirs was a hard and painful duty. 

Captain Back found it utterly impossible to proceed, as 
he had intended, to the Point Tumagain of Franklin, and 
after vainly essaying a land expedition by three of the best 
walkers, Ld t£e8? haTing returned, i£u>T making bat 
fifteen miles' way, in consequence of the heavy rains and 
the swampy nature of the ground, he came to the resolu- 
tion of returning. Reflectmg, he says, on the long and 
dangerous stream they had to ascend, combining aJl the 
bad features of the worst rivers in the country, the hazard 
of the falls and rapids, and the slender hope which re- 
mained of their attaining even a single mile further, he 
felt he had no choice. Assembling, therefore, the men 
around him, and unfurling the British flag, which was 
saluted with three cheers, he announced to them this 
determination. The latitude of this place was 68° 13' 67" N., 
and longitude 94° 68' 1" W. The extreme point seen to 
the northward on the western side of the estuary, in lati- 
tude 68° 46' N., longitude 96° 20' W., Back named Cape 
Brichardson. The spirits of many of the men, whose health 
had suffered greatly for want of warm and nourishing 
food, now brightened, and they set to work with alacrity to 
prepare for their return journey. The boat being dragged 
across, was brought to the place of their former station, 
after which the crew went back four miles for their 
baggage. The whole was safely conveyed over before the 
evening, when the water-casks were broken up to make a 
£re to warm a kettle of cocoa, the second hot meal they 
Jbadhad for nine days. 
On the 16th of Atigust, they mana5;e3L \o Taaka ^«a 
▼«r about twenty miles, on. iheir letosxi V> ^-ioi^a «omSqw%A» 
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through a breach in the ice, till they came to open water. 
The difficnlties of the river were doubled in the ascent, 
from having to proceed against the stream. All the ob- 
stacles of rocks, rapids, sandbanks, and long portages had 
to be faced. In some days as many as sixteen or twenty 
rapids were ascended. Qliey found, as they proceeded, 
that many of the deposits of provisions, on which they 
relied, had been discovered and destroyed by wolves. 
On the 16th of September they met Mr. McLeod and his 
party, who had been several days at Sand Hill Bay, wait- 
ing for them. On the 24th they reached the Ah-hel-dessy, 
where tihiey met with some Indians. They were ultimately 
stopped by one most formidable perpenmcular fall, and as 
it was found impossible to convey the boat j^irther over so 
rugged and mountainous a country, most of the declivities 
of which were coated with thm ice, and the whole 
hidden by snow, it was here abandoned, and the party 
proceeded the rest of the journey on foot, each laden vnm 
a pack of about 751bs. weight. 

Late on the 27th of September they arrived at their old 
habitation, Fort Beliance, after being absent nearly four 
months, wearied indeed, but " truly grateful for the mani- 
fold mercies they had experienced m the course of their 
long and perilous journey." Arrangements were now 
made to pass the winter as comfortably as their means 
would permit, and as there was no probability that there 
would be sufficient food in the house for the consumption 
of the whole party, all except six were sent with Mr. 
McLeod to the fisheries. The Indians brought them pro- 
visions from time to time, and their friend ^aitcho, with 
his followers, though not very successful in himting, 
was not wanting in his c(Hitributions. This old chieftom 
was, however, no longer the same active and important 
personage he had been in the days when he rendered such 
good service to Sir John Franklin. Old age and infirmitiei 
were creeping on him and rendering him peevish and 
fickle. 

On the 2lst of March following, having left directions 
with Dr. Xing to proceed, at the proper season, to the 
Company's factory at Hudson's Bay, to embark for Enj« 
land in their spring ships, Captain Back set out on his 
return through Canada, calling at the Fisheries to bid 
farewell to his esteemed friend, Mr. McLeod, and arriving 
at Norway House on fJie 24th of Jxme, 'v\i«t^\5L<^ ^baSSS^^ 
and arranged the accounts due ior a\«te», &».<» *^.^^* 
Hudson's Bay Company. He pToceeOLed. ^^fts^V^^^;^^ 
Tork, embarked for England aad orrwe^ «^» -Vics^r^ws^ 
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on the Sill of September, after an absence of two years 
and a half. Back was honoured with an audience of his 
Majesty, who expressed his approbation of his efforts- 
first in the cause of humanity, and next in that of geo- 
graphical and scientific research. He has since been 
Eughted ; and in 1835, the Eoyal Geographical Society 
awarded him their gold medal (the Soyal premium) for 
his discovery of the Great Fish Eiver and navigating it to 
the sea on the Arctic coast. 

Dr. King, with the remainder of the party, (eight men,) 
reached England, in the Hudson's Bay Company's ship, in 
the following month, October. 

Of Captam Back's travels it has been justly observed 
that it is impossible to rise from the perusal of them 
without being struck with astonishment at the extent ot 
sufferings which the human frame can endure, and at the 
same time the wondrous display of fortitude which w^as 
exhibited under circumstances of so appalling a nature, 
as to invest the narrative with the character of a ro- 
mantic fiction, rather than an unexaggerated tale of actual 
reahty. He, however, suffered not despair nor despon- 
dency to overcome him, but gallantly and undauntedly 
pursued his course, until he returned to his native land 
to add to the number of those noble spirits whose names 
will be carried to posterity as the brightest ornaments to 
the country which gave them birth. 

Captain Back's Voyage of thb Teeeoe. 

In the year 1836 Captain Back, who had only returned 
the previous autumn, at the recommendation of the Geo- 

Sapnical Society, undertook a voyage in the Terror up 
udson's Strait. 

He was to reach Wager Eiver, or Repulse Bay, and to 
make an overland journey to examine the bottom of 
Prince Begent Inlet, sendmg other parties to the north 
and west to examine the Strait of the Fury and Hecla, 
and to reach, if possible, Franklin's Point Tumagain. 

Leaving England on the 14th of June, he arrived on 
the 14th of August, at SaHsbury Island, and proceeded up 
the Frozen Strait ; off Cape Comfort the ship got frozen 
in, and on the breaking up of the ice by one of those frequent 
convulsions, the vessel was drifted right up the Frozen 
Channel, grinding large heaps that opposed ner progress 
topowder. 
From December to March she "waa teveii ^J)ows.\,\s^ ^^ 
Aiy of the storms and ice, all attemi^ta Vi x^^^a^ ^^jt 
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Leing utterly powerless. She thus floated till the 10th 
of July, ana wr three days was on her beam-ends ; but 
on the 14th suddenly righted. The crazy vessel with her 
gaping wounds was scarcely able to transport the crew 
across the stormy waters of the Atlantic, tut the return 
voyage, which was rendered absolutely necessary, was 
fortunately accomplished safely. 

I shall now give a concise summary of Captain Sir 
George Back*s Arctic services, so as to present it more 
readily to the reader. 

In 1818 he was Admiralty Mate on board the Trent, 
imder Franklin. In 1819 he again accompanied him on 
his first overland journey, and was with hun in all those 
perilous sufferings which are elsewhere narrated. He 
was also as a Lieutenant with Franklin on his second 
journey in 1825. Having been in the interval promoted 
to the rank of Commander, he proceeded, in 1833, accom- 
panied by Dr. King and a party, through Northern Ame- 
rica to the Polar Sea, in search of Captain John Eoss. 
He was posted on the 30th of September, 1835, and 
appointed in the following year to the command of the 
Terror, for a voyage of discovery in Hudson's Bay. 

Messes. Dease and Simpson's Discoveries. 

In 1836 the Hudson's B&j Company resolved upon 
undertaking the completion of the survey of the northern 
coast of their territories, forming the shores of Arctic 
America, and small portions of which were left unde- 
termined between the discoveries of Captains Back and 
Franklin. 

They conmiissioned to this task two of their oflBcers, 
Mr. I^homas Simpson and Mr. Peter Warren Dease, who 
were sent out with a party of twelve men from the 
company's chief fort, with proper aids and appliances. 
Descending the Mackenzie to tne sea, they reached and 
surveyed in July, 1837, the remainder of the western 
part of the coast left unexamined by Franklin in 1825, 
from his Return Beef to Cape Barrow, where the 
Blossom* sho&ta turned back. 

Proceeding on from Eetum "Reef two new rivers were 
discovered— the Garry and the Colville ; the latter more 
than a thousand miles in length. Although it was the 
height of summer, the ground was fouiid. ixcj'LeG. ^e^i^ssai^ 
inches helow the surface, the apxarj ixox^ wsl ^^ <a«x»» 
Mnd rjffging of their boats, and tlaa \c^ \m «cas>^*^ *^ 
solid in the bays, as in the deptla. oi mty\«t- 
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On the 4th of Au^fust, having left the boats and pro- 
ceeded on by hind, Mr. Simpson arrived at Elson Baj, 
which point Xdeatenant Elson had reached in the Blossom' s 
barge in 1826. 

The party now returned to winter at Fort Confidence, 
on Great Sear Lake, whence they were instructed to 
prosecute their search to the eastward next season, and 
to communicate if possible with Sir George Back's expe- 
dition. 

They left their winter quarters on the 6th of June, 1838, 
and descended Dease's Kiver. They found the Copper- 
mine Eiver much swollen by floods, and encumbered with 
masses of floating ice. The rapids they had to pass were 
very perilous, as may be interred mm the following 
graphic description :— 

" We had to pull for our lives to keep out of the suction 
of the precipices, along whose base the breakers raged and 
foamed with overwhelming fury. Shortly before noon, we 
came in sight of Escape Eapid of Franklin ; and a glance at 
the overhanging clifls told us that there was no alternative 
but to run down with full cargo. In an instant," continues 
Mr. Simpson, "we were in the vortex; and before we 
were aware, my boat was borne towards an isolated rock, 
which the boilmg surge abnost concealed. To clear it 
on the outside was no longer possible ; our only chance 
of safety was to ran between it and the lofty eastern cliff. 
The word was passed, and every breath was hushed. A 
stream which dashed down upon us over the brow of 
the precipice more than 100 feet in height, mingled 
with the spray that whirled upwards from the rapid, 
forming a terrific shower-bath. The pass was about eight 
feet wide, and the error of a single foot on either side 
would have been instant destruction. As, guided by 
Sinclair's consummate skill, the boat shot safely through 
those jaws of death, an involuntary cheer arose. Our next 
impulse was to turn round to view the fate of our com- 
rades behind. They had profited by the peril we incurred, 
and kept without the treacherous rock in time." 

On the 1st of July they reached the sea, and encamped 
at the mouth of the river, where they waited for the 
opening of the ice till the 17th. They doubled Cape 
Barrow, one of the northern points of Bathurst*s Inlet, on 
the 29th, but were prevented crossing the inlet by the 
*v>ntmniW of the ice, and obliged to make a circuit of 

^y 150 miles by Arctic Sound. 
ie very pnre specimena o£ copper ore Tjret© icrosi^ osa. 
the Barry Islands. Afber dou\Amg Cw^"EVai^«» 
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on tlie 9th of Auj^st, the boats were arrested by the ice 
in a little bay to which the name of Boat-haven was ^ven, 
situate about three miles from Franklin's farthest. Here 
the boats lingered for the best part of a month in utter 
• hopelessness. Mr. Simpson pushed on therefore on the 
20th, with an exploring party of seven men, provisioned 
for ten days. On the first day they passed Point Turn- 
again, the limit of Franklin's survey in 1821. On the 23rd 
they had reached an elevated cape, with land apparently 
closing aU round to the northward, so that it was feared 
they had only been traversing the coast of a huge bay. 
But the perseverance of the adventurous explorer was fully 
rewarded. 

" With bitter disappointment," writes Mr. Simpson, " I 
ascended the height, from whence a vast and splendid 
prospect burst suddenly upon me. The sea, as if trans- 
formed by enchantment, rolled its free waves at my feet, 
and beyond the reach of vision to the eastward. Islands 
of various shape and size overspread its surface ; and the 
northern land terminated to the eye in a bold and lofty 
cape, bearing east-north-eagt, thirty or forty miles distant, 
while the continental coast trended away south-east. I 
stood, in fact, on a remarkable headland, at the eastern 
outlet of an ice-obstructed strait. On the extensive land 
to the northward I bestowed the name of our most 
gracious sovereign Queen Victoria. Its eastern visible 
extremity I called Cape Felly, in compliment to the 
governor of the Hudson's Bay Company." 

Having reached the limits which prudence dictated in 
the face of the long journey back to the boats, many of 
his men too being lame, Mr. Simpson retraced his steps, 
and the party reached Boat-haven on the 29th of August, 
having traced nearly 140 miles of new coast. The boats 
were cut out of their icy prison, and commenced their 
re-ascent of the Coppermine on the 3rd of September. 
At its junction with the Kendal Eiver they left their boats, 
and, shouldering their packs, traversed the Barren 
Grounds, and arrived at their residence on the lake by 
the 14th of September. 

The following season these persevering explorers com« 
menced their third voyage. Tbey reached the Bloody 
Fall on the 22nd of June, 1839, and occupied themselves 
for a week in careftdly examining Sichardson's Kiver^ 
which was discovered in the previowa "yetts, «sA ^c»&^mss5|^ 
itself in the head of Back's Inlet. Oii tVe^ ^t^ ^^ "^^ 
tbejr reached Cape Bartow, and itom \\» ^^^^^^'^^S^ 
were surprised to observe Coxouatiotx 0;\>\i ^bJccaa^"^ '^s. 
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of ice, while on their former visit it could have been, 
crossed on foot. 

They were at Cape Franklin a month earlier than Mr. 
Simpson reached it on foot the previous year, and doubled 
Cape Alexander, the northernmost cape in this quarter, 
on the 28th of Julv, after encountering a violent gale. 
They coasted the huge bay extending for about nine 
degrees eastward from this point, bein^ favoured with 
clear weather, and protected by the various islands they 
met from the crushing state of the ice drifted £rom 
seaward. 

On the 10th of August they opened a strait about ten 
mUes wide at each extremitv, but narrowing to four or 
five miles in the centre. This strait, which divides the 
main land from Boothia, has been called Simpson's Strait. 

On the 13th of August thev had passed Sichardson's 
Point and doubled Point Ogle, the furthest point of 
Back's journey in 1834. 

By the 16th they had reached Montreal Island in Back's 
Estuary, where they found a deposit of provisions which 
Captain Back had left there that day five years. The 
pemmican was unfit for use, but out of several pounds 
of chocolate half decayed the men contrived to pick 
sufficient to make a kettleful of acceptable drink in honour 
of the occasion. There were also a tin case and a few 
fish-hooks, of which, observes Mr. Simpson, " Mr. Pease 
and I took possession, as memorials of our having break- 
fasted on the very spot where the tent of our gallant, 
though less successful precursor stood that very day five 
years before." 

By the 20th of August they had reached as far as Aber- 
deen Island to the eastward, firom which they had a view 
of an apparently large gulf, corresponding with that 
which had been so correctly described to Parry by the 
intelligent Esquimaux female as Akkolee. 

From a mountainous ridge about three miles inland a 
view of land in the north-east was obtained, supposed to be 
one of the southern promontories of Bootnia. High 
and distant islands stretching from E. to E.N.E. (probably 
some in Committee Bay) were seen, and two considerable 
ones were noted far out in the offing. Remembering 
the length and difficulty of their return route, the 
explorers now retraced their steps. On their return 
rojrase they traced sixty miles of the south coast of 
JBootEia, where at one time they were not more than 
uinety milea Srom. the site of tlie magnetic ^cJ^e, «a ^^\^^ 
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mined by Captain Sir James C. Eoss. On the 25th of 
August they erected a high cairn at their farthest point, 
near Cape Herschel. 

Abont 150 miles of the high, bold shores of Victoria 
Land, as far as Cape Parry, were also examined ; Wel- 
lington, Cambridge, and Byron Bays being surveyed and 
accurately laid down. They then stretched across Coro- 
nation Gulf, and re-entered the Coppermine River on the 
16th of September. 

Abandoning here one of their boats, with the remains 
of their useless stores and other articles not required, 
they ascended the river and reached Fort Confidence on 
the 24th of September, after one of the longest and most 
successful boat voyages ever performed on the Polar Sea, 
having traversed more than 1600 miles of sea. 

In 1838, before the intelligence of this last trip had 
been received, Mr. Simpson was presented by the jRoyal 
Geographical Society of London with the Founder's Gold 
Medal, for discovermg and tracing in 1837 and 1838 about 
300 miles of the Arctic shores ; but the vovage which I 
have just recorded has added greatly to the laurels which 
he and his bold companions have achieved. 

Dr. John Eae's Land Expedition, 1846 — 1847. 

Although a little out of its chronological order, I give 
Dr. Eae's exploring trip before I proceed to notice Frank- 
lin's last voyage, and the different relief expeditions that 
have been sent out during the past two years. 

Li 1846 the Hudson's Company despatched an expe- 
dition of thirteen persons, imder the command of 6r. 
John Rae, for the purpose of surveying the unexplored 
portion of the Arctic coast at the north-eastern angle of 
the American continent between Dease and Simpson's 
farthest, and the Strait of the Fury and Hecla. 

The expedition left Fort Churchill, in Hudson's Bay, 
on the 5th of July, 1846, and returned in safety to York 
Factory on the 6th of September in the following year, 
after liaving, by travelling over the ice and snow in the 
spring, traced tne coast aU the way from the Lord Mayor's 
Bay of Sir John Boss to within eight or ten miles oi the 
Fury and Hecla Strait, thxia proving that eminent navi- 
gator to have been correct in stating Boothia to be a 
peninsula. 

On the 15th of July the boats &tat i^X^ Hsi ^\^ ^^^ 
jce, about ten miles north of Cape "E^iSVet^ovl»%xA^^^^'^ 
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BO heavy and closely packed that they were obliged to 
take shelter in a deep and narrow inlet that opportunely 
presented itself, where they were closed up two days. 

On the 22nd the party reached the most southerly 
opening of Wager River or Bay, but were detained the 
•vmole day hj the immense Quantities of heavy ice driving 
in and out with the flood ana ebb of the tide, which ran at 
the rate of eight miles an hour, forcing up the ice and 
grinding it against the rocks with a noise like thunder. 
On the night of the '24th the boats anchored at the head 
of Eepulse Bay. The following day they anchored in 
Gibson's Cove, on the banks of which they met with a 
small party of Esquimaux ; several of the women wore 
beads round their wrists, which they had obtained from 
Captain Parry's ships when at liloolik and Winter 
Island. But they had neither heard nor seen anything 
of Sir John Franklin. 

Learning from a chart drawn by one of the natives, 
that the isthmus of Melville Peninsula was only about 
forty miles across, and that of this, owing to a number of 
large lakes, but Ave miles of land would have to be 
passed over. Dr. Hae determined to make his way over 
this neck in preference to proceeding by Fox's Channel 
through the Fury and Hecla Strait. 

One boat was therefore laid up with her cargo in security, 
and with the other the party set out, assisted by three 
Esquimaux. After traversing several large lakes, and 
crossing over six " portages," on the 2nd of August they got 
into the salt water, in Committee Bay, but being able to 
make but little progress to the north-west, in consequence 
of heavy gales and closely packed ice, he returned to his 
starting point, and made preparations for wintering, it being 
found mipossible to proceed with the survey at that time. 
The other boat was brought across the isthmus, and all 
hands were set to work in making preparations for a long 
and cold winter. 

As no wood was to be had, stones were collected to 
build a house, which was finished by the 2nd of September. 
Its dimensions were twenty feet by fourteen, and about 
eight feet high. The roof was formed of oil-cloths and 
morse-skin coverings, the masts and oars of the boats 
serving as rafters, while the door was made of parchment 
skins stretched over a wooden frame. 
The deer had already commenced miffrating southward, 
but whenever he had leisure, Dr. ^Lae skoTvi^entfeWj^^TAft, 
^od had Sreqnently good Bucceas, sVoolva^ oxi Qiaa ^-^ 
seven deer withia two n^ea o£ t\xe\i encaoi^m^^X.* 
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On the 16tli of October, the thermometer fell to zero, 
and the greater part of the reindeer had passed ; but the 
party had by this time shot 130, and dnring the remainder 
of October, and in November, thirty-two more were killed, 
so that with 200 partridges and a ^ew salmon, their snow- 
built larder was pretty well stocked. 

Sufficient fuel had oeen collected to last, with economy, 
for cooking, until the spring ; and a couple of seals which 
had been shot produced oil enough for their lamps. By 
nets set in the lakes under the ice, a few salmon were 
also caught. 

After passing a very stormy winter, with the temperature 
occasionally 47° below freezmg point, and often an allow- 
ance of but one meal a day, towards the end of February 
' preparations for resuming their surveys in the spring 
were made. Sleds, similar to those used by the natives, were 
constructed. In the beginning of March the reindeer began 
to migrate northward, but were very shy. One was shot on 
the 11th. Dr. Eae set out on the 5th of April, in company 
with three men and two Esquimaux as interpreters, their 

Provisions and bedding being drawn on sleds oy four dogs, 
5'othinff worthy of notice occurs in this exploratory trip, 
tiQ on the 18th Kae came in sight of Lord Mayor's Bay, and 
the group of islands with which it is studded. The isthmus 
which connects the land to the northward with Boothia, 
he found to be only about a mile broad. On their return 
the party fortunately fell in with four Esquimaux, from 
whom they obtained a quantily of seal's blubber for fuel and 
dogs' food, and some of the flesh and blood for their own 
use, enough to maintain them for six days on half allowance. 

All the party were more or less affected with snow 
blindness, but arrived at their winter quarters in Eepulse 
Bay on the 5th of May, all safe and well, but as black as 
negroes, from the combined effects of frost-bites and oil 
smoke. 

On the evening of the 13th May, Dr. Rae again started 
with a chosen party of four men, to trace the west shore 
of Melville Peninsula. Each of the men carried about 
70 lbs. weight. 

Being unable to obtain a drop of water of nature's thaw- 
ing, and fuel heme rather a scarce article, they were 
obliged to take smml kettles of snow under the blankets 
with them, to thaw by the heat of the body. 

Havmg reached to about 69° 4a' "S . \t>.\.., «BaL '^^ ^ 
long., ana their provisions being TvewcVj eT^'was^^-* *^^^ 
were obliged, much to their disopipomtnieiAA^ \>xra.>3^52«-> 



140 PBOORESS OF ARCTIC DISCOTERT. 

when only within a few miles of the Hecla and Fury Strait. 
Early on the morning of the 30th of May, the party arrived 
At their snow hut on Cape Thomas Smipson. The men 
they had left there were well, but very thin, as they had 
neither causht nor shot anything eatable, except two 
marmots, and they were preparing^ cook a piece of parch- 
ment skin for their supper. 

" Our journey/' says Dr. Bae, " hitherto had been the 
most fatiguing I had ever experienced ; the severe exercise, 
with a limited allowance of food, had reduced the whole 
party very much. However, we marched merrily on, 
tightening our belts, — mine came in six inches, — ^the men 
vowing that when they got on full allowance, they would 
make up for lost time. 

On the morning of the 9th of June, they arrived at their 
encampment in Kepulse Bay, after being absent twenty- 
seven days. The whole party then set actively to work 
procuring food, collecting j^el, and preparing the boats 
for sea ; and the ice in the bay having broken up on the 
11th of August, on the 12th they left their dreary winter 
quarters, and after encountering head winds and stormy 
weather, reached Churchill Biver on the Slst of August. 

A gratuity of 400^. was awarded to Mr. Eae, by the 
Hudson's Bay Company, for the iiuportant services he had 
thus rendered to the cause of science. 

Captain Sib John Feanklin's Last Expedition, 

1845—1854. 

That Sir John Franklin, now nearly 9 years absent, is alive, 
we dare not affirm; but that his snips should be so utterly 
.annihilated that no trace of them can be discovered, or ii 
they have been so entirely lost, that not a single life should 
have been saved to relate the disaster, and uiat no traces 
of the crew or vessels should have been met with by the 
Esquimaux, or the exploring parties who have visited and 
investigated those coasts, and bays, and inlets to so con- 
siderable an extent, is a most extraordinary circumstance. 
It is the general belief of those officers who have served in 
the former Arctic expeditions, that whatever accident may 
have befallen the JSrehis and Terror^ they cannot wholly 
have disappeared from those seas, and that some traces of 
their fate, if not some living remnant of their crews, must 
"eventually reward the search of the diligent investigator. 
It ia possible that they may \)e iownS. m c^akBi^e^T^ the 
least expected. There is still xea&oii, \\ie;ii, iox liope, %sA 
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for the great and honourable exertions which that diyine 
spark in the bohI has prompted and still keeps alive. 

" There is something," says the AtheruBum, " intensely 
interesting in the picture of those dreary seas amid whose 
gtrange and unspeakable solitudes our lost countrymen are, 
or have been, somewhere imprisoned for so many years, 
swarming with the human life that is risked to set them 
free. 3No hunt was ever so eicciting — so full of a wild 
grandeur and a profound pathos — ^as that which has just 
aroused the Arctic echoes; that wherein their brothers 
and companions have been beating for the track by which 
they may rescue the lost mariners from the icy grasp of 
the Grenius of the North. Fancy these men in their ada- 
mantine prison, wherever it may be, — chained up by the 
Polar Spirit whom they had dared, — lingering through 
years of cold and darkness on the stinted ration that 
scarcely feeds the blood, and the feeble hope that scarcely 
sustains the heart, — and then imagine the rush of emo- 
tions tojgreet the first cry from that wild hunting-ground 
which shoxdd reach their ears ! Through many summers 
has that cry been listened for, no doubt. Something like 
an expectation of the rescue which it should announce has 
revived with each returning season of comparative light, to 
die of its own baffled intensity as the long dark months 
once more settled down upon their dreary prisonhouse. — 
There is scarcely a doubt that the track being now struck, 
these long pining hearts may be traced to their lair. But 
what to me anxious questioning which has year by year 
gone forth in search of their fate, will be the answer now 
revealed? The trail is found, — ^but what of the weary 
feet that made itP We are not willing needlessly to 
alarm the pubhc sympathies, which have been so gene- 
rously stirred on behalf of the missing men, — but we are 
bound to warn our readers against too sanguine an enter- 
tainment of the hope which the first tidings of the recent 
discovery is calculated to suggest. It is scarcely possible 
that the provisions which were sufficient for three years, 
and adaptable for four, can by any economy which im- 
plies less than starvation have oecn spread over nine,— and 
scarcely probable that they can have been made to do so 
by the help of any accidents which the place of confine- 
ment supplied. We cannot hear of this sudden discovery 
of traces of the vanished crews as living men, without a 
wish which comes like a pang that it had bec\i t^o ^'wsss* 
a^o— or even last year. It makes tloie \vftai^ ^ox^ \ft *0siis5». 
Jiow close relief may have beeu to t'kevt \i^cai^-^^^aR'^ '^ft- 
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former years — when it tnmed away. There is scarcely 
reason to doubt that had the present circumstances of the 
search occurred two years ago — ^last year perhaps — the 
wanderers would have been restored. Ajiother year 
makes a fri^htftd difference in the odds: — and we do not 
think the public will ever feel satisfied with what has been 
done in this matter if the oracle so lon^ questioned, and 
silent so long, shall speak at last — ^and the answer shall be, 
• It is too late.' " 

In the prosecution of the noble enterprise on which all 
eyes are now turned, it is not merely scientific research 
and geographical discovery that are at present occupying 
the attention of the commanders of vessels sent out; the 
lives of human beings are at stake, and above all, the lives 
of men who have nobly perilled everything in the cause of 
national — nay, of universal progress and Ttnowledge ; — of 
men who have evinced on tnis and other expeditions the 
most dauntless bravery that any men can evince. Who 
can think of the probable fate of these gallant adventurers 
without a shudder P 

Alas! how truthfollv has Montgomery depicted the 
fatal imprisonment of vessels in these regions^ 

There lies a vessel in that realm of fh>8t. 
Not wrecked, not stranded, yet for ever lost; 
Its keel embedded in the solid mass ; 
Its glistening sails appear expanded glass ; 
The transverse ropes with pearls encH*mous strong. 
The yards with icicles grotesquely hung. 
Wrapt in the topmast shrouds there rests a boy. 
His old sea-faring fathert only joy ; 
Sprung from a race of rovers, ocean bom. 
Nursed at the helm, he trod dry land with soom ; 
Through fborscore years fh>m port to port he v«er*d. 
Quicksand, nor rock, nor foe, nor tempest fear'd: 
Now cast ashore, though like a hulk he lie. 
His son at sea is ever in his eye. 
He ne'er shall know in his liJor^umlrian cot, 
How brief that son's career, how strange his lot 
Writhed round the mast, and sepulchred in air. 
Him shall no worm devour, no vulture tear, 
CongeaI'd to adamant his frame shall last. 
Though empires change, till time and tide be past. 
Mom shall retum, and noon, and eve, and night 
Meet here wilh interchanging shade and light; 
But from that barque no timber shall decay. 
Of these cold forms no feature pass aw^ay ; 
Perennial ice around th* encrusted bow,* 
The peopled-deck, and fuQ-Tigg'd mast« ihall ^rav 
TUX from the stm hims^f the ir\vo\e^\]^<9L« 
Or 4ifed beneatli a crTiUL pyrtai^^ 
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As in pure amber with divergent lines, 
A rugged shell embossed with sea- weed, shines. 
From age to age increased with annual snow. 
This new Mont Blanc among the clouds may glow. 
Whose conic peak that earliest greets the dawn, 
And latest from the sun's shut eye withdrawn, 
S^«21 from the 2^nith, through incumbent gloom. 
Bum like a lamp Jipon this naval tomb. 
But when th' archangel's trumpet sounds on high. 
The pile shall burst to atoms through the sky. 
And leave its dead, upstarting at the call, 
JJ aked and pale, before the Judge of all. 

All who read these pages will, I am sure, feel the deepest 
sympathy and admiration of the zeal, perseverance, and 
conjugal affection displayed in the noble and untiring 
efforts of Lady Franklin to relieve or to discover the fate 
of her distinguished husband and the gallant party under 
his command, despite the difficulties, disappointments, and 
heart-sickening "hope deferred" with which these efforts 
have been attended. All men must feel a lively interest in 
the fate of these bold men, and be most desirous to con- 
tribute towards their restoration to their country and their 
homes. The name of the present Lady Franklin is as 
" familiar as a household word" in every bosom in England ; 
she is alike the object of our admiration, Our sympathy, 
our hopes, and our prayers. Nay, her name and that of 
her husband is breathed in prayer in many lands — and, 
oh ! how earnest, how zealous, how courageous, have been 
her efforts to find and relieve her husband, for, like Des- 
demona, 

** She loved him for the dangers he had passed. 
And he loved her that she did pity them.** 

How has she traversed from port to port, bidding " God 
speed their mission " to each puolic ana private ship going 
forth on the noble errand of mercy — how freely and 
promptly has she contributed to their comforts. How 
has she watched each arrival from the north, scanned each 
stray paragraph of news, hurried to the Admiralty on each 
rumour, and kept up with unremitting labour a volumi- 
nous correspondence with all the quarters of the globe, 
fondly] wishing that she had the wings of the dove, that 
she might flee away, and be with him firom whom Heaven 
has seen fit to separate her so long. 

An American poet well depicts her sentimeata isk tScis^ 
following lines :— 
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LADY FRANKLIN'S APPEAL TO THE NOKTK. 

Oh. where, my long lost-one ! art thou, 

'Mid Arctic seas and wintry skies? 
Deep, Polar night is on tne now, 

And Hope, long wrecked, bnt mocks my chcc 
I am like thee ! from frozen plains 

In the drear zone and sunless air. 
My d3ring, lonely heart complains. 

And chills in sorrow and despair. 

Tell me, ye Northern winds I that sweep 

Down from the rayless, duaky day — 
Where ye have borne, and where ye keep. 

My well-beloved within your sway ; 
Tell me, when next ye wildly bear 

The icy message in your breath. 
Of my beloved ! Oh, tell me where 

Ye keep him on the shores of death. 

Tell me, ye Polar seas ! that roll 

From ice-bound shore to sunny isle-— 
Tell me, when next ye leave the Pole, 

Where ye have chained my lord the while! 
On the bleak Northern cliff I wait 

With tear-pained eyes to see ye come I 
Will ye not tell me, ere too late ? 

Or will ye mock while I am dumb ? 

Tell me, oh tell me, mountain waves! 

Whence have ye leaped and sprung to-day ? 
Have ye passed o'er their sleeping graves 

That ye rush wildly on your way ? 
Will ye sweep on and bear me too 

Down to the caves within the deep ? 
Oh, bring some token to my view 

That ye my loved one safe will keep ! 

Canst thou not tell me. Polar Star ! 

Where in the frozen waste he kneels? 
And on the icy plains afar 

His love to God and me reveals ? 
Wilt thou not send one brighter ray 

To my lone heart and aching eye ? 
Wilt thou not turn my night to day. 

And wake my spirit ere I die ? 

Tell me, oh dreary North I for now 
My soul is like thine Arctic zone ; 

Beneath the darkened skies I bow, 
Or ride the stormy sea alone ! 

Tell me of my beloved 1 for I 
Know not a ray my lord without t 

Ob, tell me, that I may noft d\e 
A sorrower oa the aea o£ ^ou\)^\ 
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In the early part of 1849 Sir E. Parry stated, that 
in offering his opmions, he did so tinder a deep sense of 
the anxious ana even painful responsibility, both as re- 
garded the risk of life, as well as the inferior consideration 
of expense involved in further attempts to rescue our gal- 
lant countrymen, or at least the surviving portion of them, 
from their perilous position. 

But it was his deliberate conviction that the time had 
not yet arrived when the attempt ought to be given up as 
hopeless : the fnrther efforts making might also be the 
means of determining their fate, ana whether it pleased 
God to give success to those efforts or not, the Lords of 
the Admirally, and the country at large, would hereafter 
be better satisfied to have followed up the noble attempts 
already made, so long as the most distant hope remains of 
ultimate success. 

In the absence of authentic information of the fate of 
the gallant band of adventurers, it was well observed, that 
the terra incognita of the northern coast of Arctic America 
would not only be traced, but minutely surveyed, and the 
solution of the problem of centuries engage the marked 
attention of the House of Commons and the legislative 
assemblies of other parts of the world. Official and private 
enterprise have achieved all that was desired. Not only 
have most important geographical discoveries been made, 
new bay s,islands, channels, sounds and inlets been laid down 
on our maps, reflecting credit on the industry, energy and 
perseverance of Englishmen, but, what is more important 
still, many clues of the link giiiding us to the ultimate 
fate of tne missing Arctic voyagers have been found. 
Unfortunately the track has been struck too late to be 
of use towards recovering any living, but the tidings of 
the dead are of national and individual importance. Even 
if they reopen sorrow in many a mourning breast, any 
intelligence, however sad, is better than incertitude and 
ignorance. We like to know the worst, and there is even 
consolation in knowing when and how they died. 

Capt. Sir James Boss having returned successful from 
his ^tarctic expedition in the close of the preceding year, 
in the spring of 1845, the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, upon the recommendation of Sir John Barrow, 
determined on sending out another expedition to the 
North Pole. 

Accordingly the command was giveii lo ^\s: "^^Sta^. 
PrankJJn^'wio re-commissioned tla.e Erebus wATeTTw,*visife 
two vessels which had just returned irom ^e ^^^^^^^^^ 
Seas. The expedition sailed from Sk^OTftfe^^ «^ "^^ ^^^^ 
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of May, 1845. The following ^ipenro the oi&oen belongmg to 
those yessels :— 

Captain — Sir John Franklin, K.C.H. 
Commander — James Fitzjames (Capt.) 
Lieutenants — GralrantGore (Commander), Henry T. D. 
lie Yesconte, James William Fairholme. 
1 Mates— Chas. F. des Vseux (Lieut.), Eobert O. Sergeaat 
(Lieut.) 

Second Master — ^Henry F. Collins. 
'' Surgeon — Stephen S. Stanley. 

Assistant-Surgeon — ^Harry D. S. Goodsir (acting). 
Paymaster and Purser — Chas. H. Osmer. 
Ice-master — James Eeid, acting. 
68 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Full complement, 70. 

Terror. 

Captain^-Fras. E. M. Crozier. 

Lieutenants— Edward Little (Commander), Geo. H. 

Hodgson, John Lrving. 
Mates— Frederick J. Hornby (Lieut.), Eobert Thoma* . 

(Lieut.) 
Ice-master — T. Blanky (acting). 
Second Master — G. A. Mac bean. 
Surgeon — John S. Peddie. 
Assistant-Surgeon — ^Alexander McDonald. 
Clerk in Charge — ^Edwin J, H. Helpman. 
67 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

FuU complement, 68. 

Those officers whose rank is within parenthesis were 
promoted during their absence. 

The foUowiuff is an outline of Capt. Franklin's service* 
as recorded in O'Byme's Naval Biography : — 

Sir John Franklin, Kt., X.E.G., KC.H., D.C.L, 
FJS'.S., was bom in 1786 at Spilsby, in Lincolnshire, and 
is brother of the late Sir W. iVanklm, Xt., Chief Justice 
of Madras. He entered the navy in October, 1800, as a 
boy on board the JPolt/phemus, 64, Captain John Lawford, 
imderwhom he served as midshipman in the action off 
Copenh^en, 2nd of April, 1801. He then sailed with 
Captain Flinders in H.M. sloop Investigator on a voyage 
<^ discovery to New Holland, jomm^ \Xiw» t\ie wmed 
J!^^^^P I^orpoMe s he was wrecked, on. «k fsawS^T^i-afiMt 
^««> -Bani: on the 17ai of Axigual;*, 1%0^- 1 ifiwiS^ ^w^ 
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follow him tliTOUfflL all his eubeeqaent period of actire 
naval Bervice, in idiiclx he displayed conspicuous zeal and 
activity. But we find him takmg part at the battle of 
Trafalgar, on the 21st of October, 1805, on board the 
JBelleropAon, where he was signal midshipman. He was 
confirmed as Lieutenant on board the Bedford, 74, 11th 
of February, 1808, and he then escorted the royal family 
of Portugal £rom Lisbon to South America. He was 
engaged m rery arduous services during the expedition 
against New OrLeans in the close of 1814, and was slightiy 
wounded in boat service, and for his brilliant services on 
tMs occasion was warmly and officially recommended for 
promotion. On the 14ui of January, 1818, he assumed 
command of the hired brig Trent, in which he accompanied 
Captain D. Buchan, of the Dorothea, on the perilous 
vojraffe of discovery to the neighbourhood of Spitzbergen, 
which I have fully recorded elsewhere. Li April, 1819, 
having paid off the UrefU in the preceding November, he 
was invested with the conduct of an expedition destined 
to proceed overland from the shores of Hudson's Bay, for 
the purpose more particularly of ascertaining the actual 
position of the mouth of the Coppermine Biver, and the 
exact trending of the shores of the Polar Sea to the east- 
ward of that river. 

The details of this fearful undertaking, which endured 
nntil the summer of 1822, and in the course of which he 
reached as far as Point Tumagain, in latitude 68° 19' N;. 
and longitude 109° 25' W., and effected a journey alto* 
gether of 5550 miles, Captain Franklin has ablv set forth 
in his " Narrative of a Journey to the Shores of the Polar 
Sea in the Years 1819-22," and which I have abridged in 
preceding pages. He was promoted to the rank of Com- 
mander on the 1st of January, 1821, and reached his post 
rank on the 20th of November, 1822. On the 16th of 
[February, 1825, this energetic officer again left England 
on another expedition to the Frozen Begions, having for 
its object a co-operation with Captains F. W. Beechey 
and YV . £. Parry, in ascertaining from opposite quarters 
the existence of a north-west passage. The results of this 
mission will be found in detail m Captain Franklin's 
" Narrative of a Second Expedition to tne Shores of the 
Polar Sea in 1825-7." 

On his return to England, where he arrived on the 26th 
of Sept., 1827, Franklin was presented by the Gko^n?^V^<sx&k. 
Society of Paris with a gold medal T«2^«aftL^ViSRi xswasae.^ 
for having made the most impoxVaoxb «jwy»s»*ass^^ \» ^'^^ 
grapJucal tnowledge dxiring m© ^gteo^Ks^L 1^^» '^^'^ 
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the 29 til of April, 1829, he received the honour of knight* 
hood, besides oeing awarded in Jnlj following the Oxford 
degree of a D.C.L. 

From 1830 to 1834 he was in active service in command 
of 1S.,M.S. Hainbow on the Mediterranean station, and 
for his exertions daring that period as connected with the 
tronbles in Greece, was presented with the order of the 
iRedeemer of Grreece. Sir John was created a K.C.H. on 
the 25th of January, 1836, and was for some time Governor 
of Van Diemen's Land. He married, on the 16th of 
August, 1823, Eleanor Anne, youngest daughter of W. 
Porden, Esq., architect, of Bemers Street, London, and 
secondly, on the 5th of November, 1828, Jane, second 
daughter of John GriflGm, Esq., of Bedford Place. 

Captain Crozier was in all Parry's expeditions, having 
been midshipman in the Furi/ in 1821, m the Hecla in 
1824, went out as a Lieutenant in the Secla with Parry 
on his boat expedition to the Pole in 1827, volunteered in 
1836 to go out in search of the missing whalers and their 
crews to Davis Straits, was made a Captain in 1841, and 
was second in command of the Antarctic expedition under 
Sir James Boss, and on his return appointed to the Terror 
as second in command under Franklin. 

Lieutenant Gore served as a mate in the last fearful 
voyage of the Terror, under Back, and was also with 
Hoss in the Antarctic expedition. He has attained his 
commander's rank during his absence. 

Lieutenant Fairholme was in the Niger expedition. 

Lieutenaut Little has also been promoted during his 
absence, and so have all the mates. 

Commander Fitzjames is a brave and gallant officer who 
has seen much service in the East, and has attaiued to his 
post rank since his departure. 

The Terror, it may be remembered, is the vessel in 
which Captain Sir G. Back made his perilous attempt to 
reach Eepulse Bay in 1836. 

The Mrehus and Terror were not expected home unless 
success had early rewarded their efibrts, or some casualty 
hastened their return, before the close of 1847, nor were any 
tidings anticipated from them m the interval ; but when the 
autumn of 1847 arrived without any intelhgence of the ships, 
the attention of H.M. Government was directed to the ne- 
cessity of searching for, and conveying relief to them, in 
case of their being imprisoned in the ice, or wrecked, and 
in want of proviaiona and means o? ttaikSi^Tt. 
J^or tbiapvixpoBe a searching expeditvon\n.V^afte^V\&\cstA 
was £tt€d out by the Government in t\iO e^cVj ^«t\. c/l 
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1848. The investigation was directed to three difierent 
quarters simultaneously, viz. : 1st, to that by which in 
case of success the ships would come out Oi the Polar 
Sea, to the westward, or Behring's Strait. This consisted 
of a single ship, the Plover, commanded by Captain 
Moore, which left England in the latter end of January 
for the purpose of entering Behring's Strait. It was 
intended that she should amve there in the month of July, 
and having looked out for a winter harbour, she might send 
out her boats northward and eastward, in which directions 
the discovery ships, if successful, would be met with. 
The Plover, however, in her iirst season, never even 
approached the place of her destination, owing to her 
Betting off too late, and to her bad sailing properties. 

Her subsequent proceedings, and those of her boats 
along the coast, will be found narrated in after pages. 

The second division of the expedition was one of boats, 
to explore the coast of the Arctic Sea between the Mac- 
kenzie and Coppermine Rivers, or from the 135th to the 
115th de gre e of W. longitude, together with the south 
coast of W oUaston Land, it being supposed, that if Sir 
John Franklin's party had been compelled to leave the 
ships and take to their boats, they would make for this 
coast, whence they could reach the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany's posts. This party was placed imder the command 
of the faithful friena of Franldin and the companion of 
his former travels, Dr. Sir John Richardson, who landed 
at 'New York in April, 1848, and hastened to join his men 
and boats, which were already in advance towards the 
Arctic shore. He was, however, unsuccessful in his 
search. 

The remaining and most important portion of this 
searching expedition consisted of two ships under the 
command of Sir James Ross, which sailed in May, 1848, 
for the locality in which Franklin's ships entered on their 
course of discovery, viz., the eastern side of Davis Straits. 
These did not, however, succeed, owing to the state of the 
ice, in getting into Lancaster Sound until the season for 
operations h^ nearly closed. These ships wintered in the 
neighbourhood of Leopold Island, Regent Lilet, and 
missing the store-ship sent out with provisions and fuel, 
to enable them to stop out another year, were driven 
out through the Strait by the pack of ice, and retmas^ 
home imsuccessful. The Bab&e(^<&ii\i «x?g^'^i^'cpw^ ^«3aa»^ 
Quent upon the failure of the ioTeg,om'S'^\^\i^^^"«si^'^^^^^*^ 
detailed and narrated in their T^rop^T ox^et. , ^ ^g.^ 

Among the number of volxmteeT^ iox >i)aft ^cr^c*^ ^ 
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ploration, in the different searcliing expeditions, were tL# 
following : — Mr. Chas. Eeid, lately commanding the whal* 
ing ship Pacific, and brother to the ice-master on board 
the JSrebtta, a man ofgreat experience and respectability. 

The Bev. Joseph Wolff, who went to Bokhara in search 
of Capt. Gonolly and Col. Stoddart. 

Mr. John McLean, who had passed twenly-fiVe years as 
an officer and partner of the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
who has recently published an interesting narrative of his 
experience in the north-west regions. 

jDr. Bichard Sang, who accompanied Capt. Back in his 
land journey to the mouth of the Great FisJi Eiver. 

Lieut. Sherard Osbom, E..N., who has recently gone 
out in the Pioneer, tender to the Sesolute. 

Commander Forsyth, E..N., who volunteered for all 
the expeditions, and was at last sent out by LadyPra^kliii 
in the Prince Albert, 

Dr. McCormick, E..N., who served under Capt. Sir E. 
Parry, in the attempt to reach the North Pole, in 1827, 
who twice previously volunteered his services in 1847. 

Capt. Sir John Boss, who sailed out in the Pelix, fitted 
out by the Hudson's Bay Company, and by private sub- 
scrintions ; and many others. 

Up to the year 1854 no intelligence of any kind has 
been received respecting the expedition, and its late is now 
exciting the most intense anxiety, not only on the part 
of the British government and pubhc, but of the whole 
civilized world. The maritime powers of Europe and the 
United States are vying with each other as to who 
shall be the first to discover some trace of the missing 
navigators, and if they be still alive, to render them assist- 
ance. The Hudson's Bay Company have, with a noble 
liberality, placed all their available resources of men, pro- 
visions, and the services of their chief and most experienced 
traders, at the disposal of Government. The Eussian autho- 
rities have also given every facility for difiusing informa- 
tion and affording assistance in their territories. 

Li a letter irom Sir John Franklin to CoL Sabine, dated 

from the Whale-Fish Islands, 9th of July, 1845, after 

noticing that, including what they had received &om the 

transport, which had accompanied them so far, the JSrebus 

and Terror had on board provisions, fael, dothing, and 

stores, for three years complete from that date, t. e. to 

Ji2]j> 1848; he continues as follows: — "I hope my dear 

wi/e and daughter will not be oveT-tomoTxa \t -^^ «>houLd 

nonreturn by the time they have fixed uipon.^ widXTDKvs^c 

beg of yon to give tKem the benefit oi yoTa «AN\cfc wA c^- 
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perience when that arrives, for yon know well, that even 
after the second winter, without snecess in our object, we 
should wish to try some other channel, if the state of our 
provisions, and the health of the crews, justify it," 

Capt. Dannett, of the whaler, Prince of Wales, whilst in 
Melville Bay, last saw the vessels of the expedition, moored 
to an iceberg, on the 26th of July, in lat. 74° 48' N., long. 
66° 13' W., waiting for a favourable opening through the 
middle ice fi^m B^n's Bay to Lancaster Sound. Capt. 
Dannett states that during three weeks, after parting com- 
pany with the ships, he experienced very fine weather, and 
thinks they woidd have made good progress. 

Lieut. Griffith, in command of the transport which ac- 
companied them out with provisions to Baffin's Bay, reports 
that he left all hands well and in high spirits. jHiey were 
then furnished, he adds, with every species of provisions 
for three entire years, independentiy of ^yb bullocks, and 
stores of every description K>r the same period, with abund- 
ance of ftiel. 

The following is Sir John Franklin's official letter sent 
home by the transport : — 

" J2er Majesty* s Ship * JEirehus^ 
« WliaU-Fish Islands, Utk of July, 1845. 

" I have the honour to acquaint vou, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
her Majesty's ships Erehus and Terror, with the transport, 
arrived at this anchorage on the 4th instant, having had a 
passage of one month &om Stromness : the transport was 
immediately taken alongside this ship, that she might be 
the more readily cleared ; and we have been constancy 
employed at that operation till last evening, the delay 
having been caused not so much in getting the stores 
transterred to either of the ships, as in malung the best 
stowage of them below, as well as on the upper deck : the 
ships are now complete with supplies of every kind for 
three years ; they are therefore very deep ; but, happily, 
we have no reason to expect much sea as we proceed 
farther. 

" The magnetic instromentB were landed the same morn- 
ing ; so also were the other instruments requisite for as- 
certaining the position of the observatory ; and it is satis- 
factory to find that the results of the observations for 
latituae and longitude accord very neacl^ ^pnl\\. <!as5»fc 
assigned, to the same place by ^Vi "fe^^t^^^rc^'- ^^^v^vv 
for the dip and variatioix are eqa»SW ^'«^^^''»*^^,^_T^^^ 
were made hy Captain Croaaet ^XJo^ ^^ ^a.^\T«s»sssN» 
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belonging to the Terror ^ and by Commander Fitzjames 
with those of the Erehus, 

" The ships are now being swxmg, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the dip and deviation of the needle on board, 
as was done at Greenhithe, which, I trust, will be com- 
pleted this afternoon, and I hope to be able to sail in the 
night. 

" The governor and principal persons are at this time 
absent from Disco, so that I have not been able to receive 
any communication from head quarters as to the state ot 
the ice to the north ; I have, however, learnt from a Danish 
carpenter in charge of the Esquimaux at these islands, 
that though the winter was severe, the spring was not 
later than usual, nor was the ice later in breaking away 
hereabout ; he supposes also that it is now loose as far as 
74° latitude, and that our prospect is favourable of getting 
across the barrier, and as far as Lancaster Sound, without 
much obstruction. 

" The transport will sail for England this day. I shall 
instruct the agent. Lieutenant Griffiths, to proceed to 
Deptford, and report his arrival to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. I have much satisfaction in bearing my testi- 
mony to the careful and zealous manner in which Lieut. 
Griffiths has performed the service entrusted to him, and 
would beg to recommend him, as an officer who appears to 
have seen much service, to the favourable consideration of 
their lordships. 

" It is unnecessary for me to assure their lordships of 
the energy and zeal of Captain Crozier, Commander Fitz- 

1'ames, and of the officers and men with whom I have the 
lappiness of being employed on this service. 

" I have, &c., 

(Signed) " John Franklin, Captain. 

" The Eight Hon. H. L. Corry, M.P." 

It has often been a matter of surprise that but one of 
the copper cylinders which Sir John Franklin was in- 
structed to ttiow overboard at stated intervals, to record 
his progress, has ever come to hand, but a recent sight of the 
sohtary one which has been received proves to me Uiat they 
are utterly useless for the purpose. A small tube, about 
the size of an ordinary roctet-case, is hardly ever likely 
to be observed among huge masses of ice, and the waves 
of the Atlantic and Pacific, unless drifted by accident on 
shore, or near some boat. The AdmiraltY have wisely 
ordered them to be rendered more co^ia^\c^]LO^xs VjXi^vsi!?, 
-beaded up in Bome cask or barrel, matrMcUoiia'Viem^ta^M^^ 
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to Captain CoUinson and otlier officers of the different ex- 
peditions to that effect. 

According^ to Sir John Eichardson, who was on intimate 
terms with Sir John Franklin, his plans were to shape his 
course in the first instance for the neighbourhood of Cape 
Walker, and to push to the westward in that parallel, or, 
if that conld not be accomplished, to make his way south- 
wards, to the channel discovered on the north coast of the 
continent, and so on to Behring*8 Straits ; failing success 
in that quarter, he meant to retrace his course to Wel- 
lington oound, and attempt a passage northwards of 
Parry's Islands, and if foiled there also, to descend 
Begent Inlet, and seek the passage along the coast dis- 
covered by Messrs. Dease and Simpson. 

Captain Fitzjames, the second m command under Sir 
John Franklin, was much inclined to try the passage 
northward of Parry's Islands, and he would no doubt en- 
deavour to persuade Sir John to pursue this course if they 
failed to the southward. 

In a private letter of Captain Fitzjames to Sir John 
Barrow, dated January, 1845, he writes as follows : — 

" It does not appear clear to me what led Parry down 
Prince Kegent Inlet, after having got as far as Melville 
Island before. The north-west passage is certainly to be 
gone through by Barrow's Strait, but whether south or 
north of Parry's Group, remains to be proved. I am for 
going north, edging north-west till in longitude 140°, if 
possible." 

I shall now proceed to trace, in chronological order and 
succession, the opinions and proceedings of the chief 
Arctic explorers and pubHc authorities, with the private 
suggestions ofiered, and notice in detail the relief expe- 
ditions resulting therefrom. 

In February, 1847, the Lords of the Admiralty state, 
that having unlimited confidence in the skill and resources 
of Sir John Franklin, they " have as yet felt no apprehen- 
sions about his safety ; but on the other hand, it is obvious, 
that if no accounts of him should arrive by the end of this 
year, or, as Sir John Koss expects, at an earlier period^ 
active steps must then be taken." 

Captain Sir Edward Parry fully concurred in these 
views, observing, " Former experience has clearly shown> 
that with the resources taken from this country, two 
winters may be passed in the Polar regiona, is^ci^. <3^ xa. 
safety, but with comfort; and i£ ok^ "Oiiete^^^ ^-ss^X^ 
drawn from the absence of aU mteW\g^«^<tte oi ^^ ^^^ \sv 
tion up to this time, I am dispoaedto coTi«vsi««'^T^^Xisst^^ 
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favour than otherwise of the success which has attended 
their efforts." 

Captain Sir G. Back, in a letter to the Secretary of the 
A^niralty, under date 27th of January, 1848, says, " I 
cannot bring myself to entertain more than ordinary 
anxiety for the safety and return of Sir John Franklin 
and his gallant companions." 

Captam Sir John Eoss records, in February, 1847, his 
opinion that the expedition was frozen up beyond Mel- 
ville Island, from the known intentions of Sir John 
Franklin to put his ships into the drift ice at the western 
end of Melville Island, a risk which was deemed in the 
highest degree imprudent by Lieutenant Parry and the 
officers of me expedition of 1819-20, with ships of a less 
draught of water, and in every respect better calculated to 
sustain the pressure of the ice, and other dangers to which 
they must be exposed ; and as it is now well kno¥m that 
the expedition has not succeeded in passing Behrin^'s 
Strait, and if not totally lost, must have been carried by 
the ice that is known to dnfb to the southward on land 
seen at a great distance in that direction, and from which 
the accumulation of ice behind them will, as in Boss's own 
case, for ever prevent the return of the ships ; conse- 
quently they must be abandoned. When we remember 
with what extreme difficulty Boss's party travelled 300 
miles over much smoother ice after they abandoned their 
vessel, it appears very doubtful whether Franklin and his 
men, 138 in number, could possibly travel 600 miles. 

In the contingency of the ships having penetrated some 
considerable distance to the south-west of Cape Walker, 
and having been hampered and crushed in the narrow 
channels of the Archipelago, which there are reasons for 
believing occupies the space between Victoria, Wollaston, 
and Bai^' Lands, it is well remarked by Sir JohnBichard- 
son, that such accidents among ice are seldom so sudden 
but that the boats of one or ofTboth ships, with provisions, 
can be saved ; and in such an event the survivors would 
either return to Lancaster Strait, or make for the con- 
tinent, according to their nearness. 

Colonel Sabine remarks, in a letter dated Woolwich, 

5th of May, 1847, — " It was Sir John Franklin's intention, 

if foiled at one point, to try in succession all the probable 

openings into a more navigable part of the Polar Sea : the 

range of coast is considerable in which memorials of the 

jhips' progress would have to "be aoxjia^t iot, extending 

irom MelrUle Island, in tlie west, to me ^e»»\. ^qtssA «)^ 

^^ head of Baffin's Bay, m tko eaat," 
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Sir John Eichardson, when appealed to by the Admiralty 
in the spring of 1847, as regarded the very strong appre- 
hensions expressed at that time for the safety of the 
expedition, considered they were premature, as the shi^s 
were specially equipped to pass two winters in the Arctic 
Sea, and nntil the close of that year he saw no well- 
grounded cause for more anxiety than was naturally felt 
when the expedition sailed from this country on an enter- 
prise of penl, though not greater than tKat which had 
repeatedly been encountered oy others, and on one occasion 
by Sir John Eoss for two winters also, but who returned 
in safety. 

Captain Sir James C. Eoss, in March, 1847, writes, |' I 
do not think there is the smallest reason for apprehension 
or anxiety for the safety and success of the expedition ; 
no one acquainted with the nature of the navigation of the 
Polar Sea would hare expjected they would have been 
able to get through to Behring's Strait without spending 
at least two winters in those regions, except under unusually 
favourable circumstances, which all the accounts from the 
whalers concur in proving they have not experienced, and 
I am quite sure neither Sir John Franklin nor Captain 
CJrozier expected to do so. 

" Their last letters to me jBrom Whale-rish Islands, the 
day previous to their departure from them, inform me 
that they had taken on board provisions for three years 
on full allowance, which they could extend to four years 
without any serious inconvenience ; so that we may feel 
assured they cannot want from that cause until after the 
middle of July, 1849 ; it therefore does not appear to me 
at all desirable to send after them imtil the spring of the 
next year" (1848). 

In the plan submitted by Captain F. W. Beechey, E.N., 
in April, 1847, after premising ** that there does not at 
present appear to be any reasonable apprehension for the 
safety of the expedition," he suggested fhat it would 
perhaps be prudent that a relief expedition should be sent 
out that season to Cape Walker, where formation of an 
important nature would most likely be found. From this 
vicinity one vessel could proceed to examine the various 
points and headlands in Segent Inlet, and also those to 
the northward, while the other watched the passage, so 
that Franklin and his party might not pass unseen, should 
he be on his return. At tne end of the seaaoii. t\\ft ^s^ss^ 
could winter at Port Bowen, ot mtj o^cc y^ps^» '"vol. ^caa 
ricinity of Leopold Island. _ xX Vse. 

''la the spring of 1848," lie adds, " «. ^«s^ ^ass^o. \si«^ 
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directed to explore the coast, down to Hecla and Fury 
Strait, and to endeavour to communicate with the party 
despatched by the Hudson's Bav Company in that direc- 
tion ; and in connexion with this" part of the arrangement, 
it would render the plan complete if a boat could be 
sent down Back's E^iver to range the coast to the east- 
ward of its mouth, to meet the above-mentioned party ; 
and thus, whilst it would complete the geography of that 
part of the American coast, it would at me same time 
complete the line of information as to the extensive mea- 
sures of relief which their lordships have set on foot, and 
the precise spot where assistance and dep6t8 of provisions 
are to be found. This part of the plan has suggested itself 
to me from a conversation I had with Sir Jomi Franklin 
as to his first effort being made to the westward and 
south-westward of Cape Walker. It is possible that, after 

Sassing the Cape, he may have been successM in getting 
own upon Victoria Land, and have passed his first winter 
(1845) mereabout, and that he may nave spent his second 
winter at a still more advanced station, and even endured 
a third, without either a prospect of success, or of an 
extrication of his vessels within a given period of time. 

" If, in this condition, which i trust may not be the 
case. Sir John Franklin should resolve upon taking to his 
boats, he would prefer attempting a boat navigation through 
Sir James Boss's Strait, and up Eegent Inlet, to a long 
land journey across the continent to the Hudson's Bay 
Settlements, to which the greater part of his crew would 
be wholly unequal." 

Sir John Richardson remarks upon the above sugges- 
tions, on the 6th of May, 1847, — "With respect to a party 
to be sent down Back's Biver to the bottom of Begent 
Inlet, its size and outfit would require to be equal with 
that of the one now preparing to descend the Mackenzie 
Biver, and it could scarcely with the utmost exertions be 
organized so as to start this summer. The present scarcity of 
provisions in the Hudson's Bay country precludes the hope 
of assistance from the Company's southern posts, and it is 
now too late to provide the means of transport through 
the interior of supplies from this country, which require 
to be embarked on Iboard the Hudson's Bay ships by the 
2nd of June at the latest. 

" Moreover there is no Company's post on the line of 
Back's Biver nearer than the junction of Slave Biver 
with Great Slave Lake, and I do not tVmik. that under 
any circumstances Sir John Fraiik^m -s^oxii^ji «.\Xfiai^\*'OQa^. 
Jnoute. 
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" In the summer of 1849, if the reBonrces of the party I 
am to conduct remain unimpaired, as I have every reason 
to believe they will, much of what Captain Beecney sug- 
gests in regard to exploring Victoria Land may be done 
by it, and indeed forms part of the original scheme. The 
extent of the examination of any -pSct of the coast in 
1848 depends, as I formerly stated, very much on the 
seasons of this autumn and next spring, which influence 
the advance of the boats through a long course of river 
navigation. As Governor Simpson will most likely succeed 
in procuring an Esquimaux to accompany my party, I 
hope by his means to obtain such information from parties 
of that nation as may greatl]^ facilitate our finding the 
ships, should ^ey be detained in that quarter. 

" Were Sir Jonn Franklin thrown upon the north coast 
of the continent with his boats, and all his crew, I do 
not think that he would attempt the ascent of any river, 
except the Mackenzie. It is navigable for boats of large 
draught, without a portage, for 1300 miles from the sea, 
or within forty miles of Fort Chipewyan, one of the 
Company's principal dep6ts, and there are five other posts 
in that distance. Though these posts could not ^irnish 
provisions to such a party, they could, by providing them 
with nets, and distriouting the men to various fishing 
stations, do much towards procuring food for them. 

" I concur generally in what Captain Beechey has said 
with regard to Behring's Straits, a locality with which he 
is so intimately acquainted, but beg leave to add one 
remark, viz., that in high northern latitudes the ordinary 
allowance of animal food is insufficient in the winter 
season to maintain a labouring man in health ; and as Sir 
John Franklin would deem it prudent when detained a 
second winter to shorten the allowance, symptoms of 
scurvy may show themselves among the men, as was the 
case when Sir Edward Parry wintered two years in Fox's 
Channel. 

" A vessel, therefore, meeting the Erebus and Terror 
this season in Behring's Straits, might render great ser- 
vice." — ParL Typer, iVo. 264, Session 1848. 

The late Sir John Barrow, Bart., in a memorandum 
dated July, 1847, says : — 

" The anxiety that prevails regarding Sir John Franklin, 
and the brave fellows who compose the crews of the two 
[^ps, is very natural, but somewhat premature ; it 8x^a.% 
dbiefly from nothing having been tecewft^ feoia. ^wn^- ^scaRft 
£xed in the ice of Baffin's Bay, ^Yietft ^'fc ^aa^» ^\i3^s^ 
Mbjp of the season of 1845 leit ^em, org^w^^ "^ ^^^*^ 
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opening into Lancaster Sound. Hitherto no difficnlly 
lias been fonnd to the entrance into that Sound. If dis- 
appointed, rather than return to the southward, with the 
Tiew of wintering at or about Disco, I should be inclined 
to think that they would endeavour to enter Smith's 
Sound, so highly spoken of by Baffin, and which just now 
that gallant and adyentorous Bussian, Admiral Count 
Wrangel, has pointed out in a paper addressed to the 
Geographical Society as the startmg place for an attempt 
to reacn the North Pole ; it would appear to be an inlet 
i^t runs up high to the northward, as an officer in one 
of Panr's ships states that he saw in the line of direction 
along uiat inlet, the sun at midnight skimming the 
horizon. 

" From Lancaster Sound Franklin's instructions directed 
him to proceed through Barrow's Strait, as far as the 
islands on its southern side extended, which is short of 
Melyille Island, whidi was to be avoided, not only on 
aeoount of its dangerous coast, but also as being out of 
'Qie direction of the coarse to the intended object. 
Having, there£9re, reached the last known land on the 
southern side of Barrow's Strait, they were to shape a 
direct course to Behring's Strait, without any deviation, 
except what obstruction might be met with from ice, or 
from islands, in the midst of the P(^ar Sea, of which no 
knowledge had at that time been procured ; but if any 
such existed, it would of course be left to their judgment, 
on the spot, how to get rid of such obstructions, by taking 

a northerly or a southerly course. 

# * * « * 

*• The only chance of bringing diem upon this (the Ameri- 
can) coast is the possibili^ of some obstruction having 
tempted them to explore an immense inlet on the northern 
shore of Barrow's Strait (short of Melville Island), called 
Wellington Channel, which Parry felt an inclination to ex- 
plore ; and more than one of the presentparty betrayed to me 
a similar inclination, which I discouraged, no one venturing 
to conjecture even to what extent it might go, or into 
what mfficulties it might lead. 

''Under all tiiese circumstanees, it would be an act of 
folly to pronounce any opinion of the state, condition, or 
position of those two ships ; they are well suited for their 
purpose, and the only doubt I liave is that of their being 
Ban^red by the screws among the ice." 

Sir James C. Eoss, in his outline oC a ^an for aSbrding* 
i^Biie£ submitted to the Admiralty m DQioeis^T, ^^ « 
^'"VSSf^sted that two diipa shofold 'be ^einici craXi \a eiKoaa^ 
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Wellington Channel, allnded to in the foregoing me- 
inoran£im of Sir John Barrow, and the coast between 
Capes Clarence and Walker. A convenient winter 
harbour might be found for one of the ships near 
Gamier Bay or Cape Hennell. From this position the 
coast line could be explored as far as it extended to the 
westward, hj detached parties, early in'the spring, as well 
as the western coast of Boothia, a considerable distance 
to the southward ; and at a more advanced pneriod of the 
season the whole distance to Cape Nicolai might be 
completed. 

Tne other ship should then proceed alone to the west- 
ward, endeavounng to reach Wmter Harbour, in Melville 
Island, or some convenient port in Banks' Land, in which 
to pass the winter. 

From these points parties might be sent out early in. 
the spring. 

The first party should be directed to trace the western 
coast of Banks' Land, and proceed direct to Cape Bathurst 
or Cape Parry, on each of which Sir John Kichardson 
proposes to leave depdts of provisions for its use, and thea 
to reach the Hudson's Bay Company's settlement at Fort 
Good Hope, on the Mackenzie, whence they might travel 
by the usual route of the traders to the principal settle** 
ment, and thence to Enghmd. 

The second party should explore the eastern shore of 
Banks' Land, and make for Cape Krusenstem, where, or 
at Cape Heame, they will find a cachS of provision 
left by Sir John Eichardson, with whom this party may 
communicate, and whom it may assist in completing the 
examination of Wollaston and v ictoria Lands, or return 
to England by the route he shall deem most advisable. 

Sir James Boss was entrusted with the carrying out of 
this search, in the Enterprise and Investigator, and an 
account of the voyage and proceedings of these vessels 
will be found recorded in its chronological order. 

The following letter from Dr. Eicharii King to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, containing some useful suggestions and 
ofiers, met with no encouragement &om my Lords. 






17, Saville Bow, February, 1848. 

' The old route of Parry, through Lancaster Sound and 
Barrow's Strait, as far as to the last land on its southern 
shore, and thence in a direct line to Behring'a Bt!c«Kk.^^Ss^ 
the route ordered to be pursued by ^'miik!^. ^^a?c5iV% 
Arctic Voy&ges, p. II.) -^ 

.^ii^ ^dkat officer has tbxui \)eeix Aft«^«.V3ftft^*^^ "^"^^ 
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Ilis a Iventurous way between Melville Island and Banks' 
Land which Sir E. Parry attempted for two years nnsuc- 
cessfiilly. After much toil and hardship, and the best 
consideration that great man could ^ve to the subject, he 
recoided, at the moment of retreat, in indelible characters 
thest impressive thoughts: * We have been lying near our 
preseat station, with an easterly wind blowing fresh, fop 
thirt) -six hours together, and although this was consider- 
ably off the land, the ice had not durmg the whole of that 
time moved a single yard from the shore, aSbrdin^ a proof 
that there was no space in which the ice was at hberty to 
mo^B to the westward. The navigation of this part of 
ihe Polar Sea is only to be performed by watching the 
occasional opening between the ice and the shore, and 
therefore, a continuity of land is essential fortius purpose; 
such a continuity of land, which was here about to ftul, as 
most necessarily be furnished by the northern coast of 
America, in whatsoever latitude it may be found.* As- 
suming, therefore, Sir John Franklin nas been arrested 
between Melville Island and Banks' Land, where Sir E. 
Parry was arrested by difficulties which he considered in- 
eurmountable, and he has followed the advice of that gal- 
lant officer, and made for the continuity of America, he 
will have turned the prows of his vessels south and west, 
according as Banks' Land tends for Victoria or Wollaston 
Lands, it is here, therefore, that we may expect to find 
the expedition wrecked, whence they will make in their 
boats for the western land of North Somerset, if that land 
should not be too far distant. 

** In order to save the party from the ordeal of a fourth 
winter, when starvation must be their lot, I propose to 
imdertake the boldest journey that has ever been attempted 
in the northern regions of America, one which was justifi- 
able only from the circumstances. I propose to attempt 
to reach the western land of North Somerset, or tne 
eastern portion of Victoria Land, as may be deemed ad- 
visable, oy the close of the approaching summer; to 
accomplish, in fact, in one summer that which has not been, 
done under two. 

" I rest my hope of success in the performance of this 

Herculean task upon the fact that I possess an intimate 

knowledge of the country and the people through which I 

shall have to pass, the health to stand the rigour of the 

climate, and the strength to undergo the fatigue of mind 

and body to which I must be subjected. A glance at the 

laap of North America, directed to Be\flim^% ^\k^ ydlVSbs^ 

JPacMc, Barrow's Strait in t\xe M\aa3da, «a^ ^^\»a.^ ^^ 
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North Somerset between them, will make it apparent that, 
to render assistance to a party situated on that coast, there 
are two ways by sea and one by land. Of the two sea* 
ways, the route by the Pacific is altogether out of the 
question ; it is an idea of by-gone days ; while that by the 
Atlantic is so doubtful of success, that it is merely neces- 
sary, to put this assistance aside as far £rom certain, to 
mention that Sir John Boss found Barrow's Strait closed 
in the summer of 1832. To a land journey, then, alone we 
can look for success ; for the failure of a land journey 
would be the exception to the rule, while the sea expedi- , 
tion would be the rule itself. To the western land of 
North Somerset, where Sir John Franklin is likely to be 
found, the Great Fish River is the direct and only route ; 
and although the approach to it is through a country too 
poor and too difOicult of access to admit of the transport of 
provisions, it may be made the medium of communication 
between the lost expedition and the civilized world, and 
guides be thus placed at their disposal to convey them to 
the hunting grounds of the Indians. Without such guides 
it is impossible that thej can reach these hunting grounds. 
It was by the Great Fish Eiver that I reached the Polar 
Sea while acting as second officer in search of Sir John 
Eoss. I feel it my duty, therefore, as one of two officers 
BO peculiarly circumstanced, at the present moment to 
place my views on record as an earnest of my sincerity* 
Even if it should be determined to try and force provision 
vessels through Barrow's Strait, and scour the vicinity in 
boats for thelost expedition, and should it succeed, it will 
be satisfactory to know that such a mission as I have pro- 
posed should oe adopted ; while, if these attempts should 
fail, and the service under consideration be put aside, it 
will be a source of reffret that not only the nation at large 
will feel, but the whole civilized world.. When this regret 
is felt, and every soul has perished, such a mission as I . 
have proposed will be urged again and again for adoption j 
for it is impossible that the country will rest satisfied until 
a search be made for the remains of the lost expedition. 

** The fact that all lands which have a western aspect 
are generally ice-free, which I dwelt largely upon when 
Sir John Franklin sailed, must have had weight with the 
gallant officer ; he will therefore, on finding himself in a 
serious difficulty, while pushing along the eastern side of 
Victoria Land, at once mil upon the westeml^xA ^l^^-^Sto^r 
Somerset, as a refuge ground, i£ la.eAi'aNej ^^ owstoasfes^ 
The effort by JBehring's Strait and "Bbj^^^ ^"^^'^T^"^-! 
worthy in attempt, but forlorn m\io^^. ^^\}aavs^^ 
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effort, it is assumed that Sir Jolin Franklin lias made the 
passage, and that his arrest is between the Mackenzie 
jELiver and Icy Cape ; in the latter, that Sir James iRosa 
will reach Banks' Land, and trace its continuity to Vic- 
toria and WoUaston Land, and thus make the * passage.' 
First, We have no reason to believe that Sir John Frankliii 
and Sir James Boss will be more fortunate than their pre- 
decessors, and we cannot trust to their success. Secondly, 
We are imable to assume that Si^ Tames Boss will reach 
Banks' Land ; Sir E. Pseirry was xmable to reach it, and 
oidy viewed it from a distance ; much less are we able to 
assume that the gallant officer will find a high road to 
Tictoria Land, which is altogether a terra incognita. 

*' Mr. T. Simpson, who surveyed the Arctic coast com- 
TOised between the Copfjermine and Castor and Pollux 
Kivers, has set that question at rest, and is the only autho- 
rity upon the subject. * A further exploration,* remarks 
Mr. Simpson, from the most eastern limit of his journey^ 
' would neceMarily demand the whole time and energies of 
another expedition, having some point of jetreat much 
l]iearer to the scene of operations tnan Greac Bear Lake, 
and Great Bear Lake is to be the retreat of Sir John 
Bichardson. 

**What retreat could Mr. Simpson have meant but 
Qreat Slave Lake, the retreat of the land party in search 
<rf Sir John Boss P and what other road to the unexplored 
ground, the western land of North Somerset, could that 
traveller have meant than Great Fish Biver, that stream 
which I have pointed out as the ice-free and high road to 
the land where the lost expedition is likely to be lound, — to 
be the boundary of that passage which for three-and-a-half 
centuries we have been m vain endeavouring to reach in 
ships?" 

Captain Sir W. E. Parry, to whom Dr King's pro- 
posal was submitted by the Admiralty, thus comments 
on it: — 

" My former opinion., quoted by Dr. King, as to the 
difficulty of ships penetrating to the westward beyond 
Cape Dundas (the south-western extremity of MelviUe 
Island), remains unaltered ; and I should expect that 
Sir John Franklin, being aware of this difficulty, would 
use his utmost efforts to get to the southward and west- 
ward before ho approached that point, that is, between 
the 100th and 110th degree of longitude. The more I 
Jbare considered this subject (wlfticVi laaa "aft.t\urally oocu- 
piedmuch of my attention latdy),l\ie mote ^\^wiSl\.\^\A 
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it to conjecture where tHe expedition may have fitopped, 
either with or without any serious accident to the' shipB ; 
but as no information has reached us up to this time^ I 
<}onceive that there is some considerable probability of 
their being situated somewhere between the longitude 
I have just named; how far they may have pene- 
trated to the southward, between those meridians, must 
be a matter of speculation, depending on the state of the 
ice, and the existence of land in a space hitherto blank on 
our maps. 

" Be this as it may, I consider it not improbable, af 
suggested by Dr. King, that an attempt will be made by 
them to fall back on the western coast of North Somerset* 
wherever that may be found, as being the nearest point 
affording a hope of communication, eiwer with whalers or 
with ships sent expressly in search of the expedition. 

".freeing thus far with Dr. iEling, I am compelled 
to diner with him entirely as to the readiest mode ci 
reaching that coast, because I feel satisfied that, with 
the resources of the expedition now equipping under 
Sir James Boss, the energy, skill and intelligence of that 
officer will render it a matter of no very difficult enterpriio 
to examine the coast in question, either with his shiptf 
boats, or travelling parties^ whereas an attempt to reaiok 
that coast by an expedition from the continent of America 
must, as it appears to me, be extremely hazardous and 
uncertain. And as I understand it to be their lordships' 
intention to direct Sir James Boss to station one of nil 
ships somewhere about Cape Walker, while the other pro* 
ceeds on the search, and likewise to equip his boats spe- 
'Cially for the purpose of examining the various coasts and 
inlets, I am decidedly of opinion, that, as regards the 
western coast of North Somerset, this plan will be 
much more likely to answer the proposed object thaa 
any overland expedition. This object will, of course, be 
the more easily accomplished, in case of Sir James Boss 
finding the western coast of North Somerset navigable 
for his ships. 

" In regard to Dr. King's suggestion, respecting Vic- 
toria Land and WoUaston Lana, supposing Sir John 
Franklin's ships to have been arrested between the meri- 
dians to which I have alreadi^ alluded, it does seem, by an 
inspection of the map, not improbable that parties ma^ 
attempt to penetrate to the continent in \Jtt»X. ^\x^'5JC>s«>-% 
but not bein^ well acquainted mVk Vk<& i«.c^v^* ^"^s^ x^-^^^ik.-^ 
dng the coast of America opposite t\io^e\«xi.^^Vn^'^^^^^^^^^^ 

^2 
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proposed bj Dr. King, I am not competent to judge of its 
practicability." 

Nearly the whole of the west coast of North Somerset 
and Boothia was (it will be found hereafter) explored by- 
parties in boats detached from Sir James Boss's ships in 
1849. 

I append, also, the most important portions of Sir James 
Eoss's remarks on' Dr. King's plan. 

" Dr. King begins by assummg that Sir John Franklin 
has attempted to push the ships through to the westward^ 
between Melville Island and Banks' Land (although 
directly contrary to his instructions) ; that having beesj. 
arrested by insurmountable difficulties, he would have 
•turned the prows of his vessel to the south and west, 
according as Banks' Land tends for Victoria or "WoUaston 
Land ; ' and having been wrecked, or from any other 
cause obliged to abandon their ships, their crews would 
take to the boats, and make for the west coast of North 
Somerset. 

•* If the expedition had failed to penetrate to the west- 
ward between Banks* Land and Melville Island, it is very 
probable it would have next attempted to gain the con- 
tinent by a more southerly course ; and supposing that, 
after making only small progress (say 100 miles) to the 
S.W., it should have been then finally stopped or wrecked, 
the calamity will have occurred in about latitude 72^° N. 
and longitude 115° W. This point is only 280 miles 
from the Coppermine Hiver, and 420 miles from the Mac- 
kenzie, either of which would, therefore, be easily attain- 
able, and at each of which abundance of provision might 
be procured by them, and their return to England a 
measure of no great difficulty. 

** At the point above mentioned, the distance from the 
west coast of North Somerset is probably about 360 miles, 
and the mouth of the Great Fish Eiver full 500 ; at neither 
of these places could they hope to obtain a single day's 
provisions for so large a party ; and Sir John Franklin's 
mtimate knowledge of the impossibility of ascending that 
river, or obtaining any food for his party in passing 
through the Barren grounds, would concur in deterring 
him from attempting to gain either of these points. 

*' I think it most probable that, from the situation 

pointed out, he would, when compelled to abandon his 

sbipf, endeavour in the boats to retrace his steps, and 

pagsing through the channel \>y yrVnc^L^xi^^i^ ^a^^sciSifiA^ 
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and which we have always found of easy navigation, seek 
the whale ships which annually visit the west coast of 
Baffin's Bay. 

" It is far more probable, however, that Sir John Frank- 
lin, in obedience to his instructions, would endeavour to 
push the ships to the south and west as soon as they passed 
Cape Walker, and the consequence of such a measure* 
owing to the known prevalence of westerly wind, and the 
drift of the main body of the ice, would be (in my opinion) 
their inevitable embarrassment, and if. he persevered in 
that direction, which he probably would do, I have no 
hesitation in stating my conviction he would never be able 
to extricate his ships, and would ultimately be obliged to 
abandon them. It is therefore in latitude 73° N. and 
longitude 106° W. that we may expect to find them 
involved in the ice, or shut up in some harbour. This is 
almost the only point in which it is likely they would be 
detained, or from which it would not be possible to convey 
information of their situation to the Hudson's Bay Settle- 
ments. 

** If, then, we 8up|)08e the crews of the ships should be 
compelled, either tfcus autumn or next spring, to abandon 
their vessels at or near this point, they would most 
assuredly endeavour, in their boats, to reach Lancaster 
Sound ; but I cannot conceive any position in which they 
could be placed from which they would make for the 
Great Fish Biver, or at which any party descending that 
river would be likely to overtake them ; and even if it 
did, of what advantage could it be to them P 

"If Dr. King and nis party, in their single canoe, did 
fall in with Sir John Franklin and his party on the west 
coast of North Somerset, how does he propose to assist 
themP he would barely have sufficient provision for his 
own party, and would more probably be in a condition to 
require rather than afford relief. He could only tell them 
what Sir John Franklin already knows, from former 
experience, far better than Dr. Kin?, that it would be 
impossible for so large a party, or indeed any party not 
previously provided, to travel across the Barren grounds to 
any of the Hudson's Bay Settlements." 

"All that has been done by the way of search since 
February, 1848, tends," persists Dr. King, "to draw 
attention closer and closer to the western land of North 
Somerset, as the position of Sir John Frankli?R., «xA\r> '^aa 
Great Fish (or iback) Eivex, &a ^e\i\^TQW^*wix«?v.^'^ 
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Dr. £jng has twice proposed to the Admiralty to proceed 
. on the search by this route. "It would/' he states, ''be 
the happiest moment of my life (and my delight at being 
selected from a long list of volunteers, for the relief of 
Sir John Eoss, was yery great) if their lordships would 
aUow me to go by my old route, the Great Fish Kiver to 
attempt to save human life a second time on the shores 
of the Polar Sea. What I did in search of Sir John 
Boss is the best earnest of what I could do in search of 
Sir John Franklin." 

A meeting of those ofiBcers and gentlemen most con- 
rersant with Arctic Toya^es was conrened, by the Lords 
Commisioners of the Admiralty, on the 17th of January, 
1849, at which the followingwere present : — Bear- Admiral 
Sir Francis Beaufort, K.CS.. Captain Sir W. E. Pariy, 
£. "N; Captain Sir G«orge Back, B.N., Captain Sir E. 
Belcher, KJN,, Colonel Sabine, B.A^ and the £er. Dr» 
Scoresby. 

A yery pretty painting, containing portraits of all th^ 
principal Arctic yoyagers in consultation on these momen- 
tous matters, was made at the time by Mr. Pearse, artist,. 
of 53, Bemers Street, Oxford Street, and has sinoe been 
engraved. 

The searching expedition under Sir James Boss haying 
returned unsuccessful, other measures of relief were now 
determined on, and ^e opinions of the leading officers 
again taken. 

Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, in his report to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, on November 24, 
1849, observes :— 

" There are four ways only in which it is likely that the 
Erebus and Terror would have been lost— by fire, by 
sunken rocks, by storm, or by being crushed between two 
fields of ice. Both vessels would scarcely have taken fire 
together ; if one of them had struck on a rock, the other 
would have avoided the danger. Storms in those narrow 
seas, encumbered with ice, raise no swell, and could pro- 
duce no such disaster ; and, therefore, by the fourth cause 
alone could the two vessels have been at once destroyed ; 
and even in that case the crews would have escaped upon 
the ice (as happens every year to the whalers); they 
would have saved their loose boats, and reached some 
part of the American shores. As no traces of any such 
event have been found on any part of those shores, it may 
therefore be safely affirmed mat oiie %\iVQ «X> le«At« and 
both the crews, are still in. existence •, wia ^etelote ^<b 
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point where they now are is the great matter for con- 
sideration. 

** Their orders would have carried them towards Mel- 
ville Island, and then ont to the westward, where it h 
therefore probable that they are entangled amongst islands 
and ice. For should they have been arrested at some 
intermediate place, for instance. Cape Walker, or at one 
of the northern chain of islands, they would nndoubtedly, 
in the course of the three following vears, have contrived 
some method of sending notices of their position to the 
shores of North Somerset or to Barrow's Strait. 

" If they had reached much to the southward of Banks' 
Land, they would surely have communicated with the 
tribes on Mackenzie Biver : and if, failing to get to the 
westward or southward, they had returned with the inten- 
tion of penetrating through Wellington Channel, they 
would have detached parties on the ice towards Barrow's 
Strait, in order to have deposited statements of theit 
intentions. 

** The general conclusion, therefore, remains, that they^ 
are still locked up in the Archipelago to the westward of 
MelviUe Island. Now, it is well known that the state of 
the weather alternates between the opposite sides of 
Northern America, being mild on the one when rigorous 
on the other ; and accordingly, during the two last years, 
which have been unusually severe m Baffin's Bay, the 
United States whalers were successfully traversing the 
Polar Sea to the northward of Behring's Straits. The 
same severe weather may possibly prevau on the eastern 
side during the summer of I860, and if so, it is obvious 
that an attempt should be now made by the western 
opening, and not merely to receive the two ships, if they 
should be met coming out (as formerly), but to advance in 
the direction of Melville Island, resolutely entering the 
ice, and employing every possible expedient by sledging 
parties, by reconnoitring balloons, and by blasting the ice^ 
to communicate with them. 

" These vessels should be intrepidly commanded, effec- 
tively manned, and supplied with the best means fat 
travelling across the ice to the English or to the Eussian 
settlements, as it will be of the greatest importance to be 
informed of what progress the en>edition has made ; and 
for this purpose likewise the Tuwer will be of matftTOL 
service, lying af some advanced ^avafeTyfe^t^c^ ^^'^^^^ 
ready to receive intelligence, siA ^ ciw««^ '^ *^ v^g*^* 
patdouBM or to Panama. 
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"These vessels should enter Behring's Strait before 
ihe 1st of August, and therefore every effort should be 
now made to despatch them from England before Christ- 
mas. They might water at the Falkland Islands, and 
again at the Sandwich Islands, where they would be ready 
to receive additional instructions vid Panama, by one of 
the Pacific steamers, and by which vessel they might be 
pushed on some little distance to the northward. 

•* It seems to me likely that the ships have been pushing 
on, summer after summer, in the direction of Behrinff^ 
Strait, and are detained somewhere in the space soum- 
westward of Banks' Land. On the other hand, should 
they, after the first or second summer, have been unsuc- 
cessful in that direction, they may have attempted to 
proceed to the northward, either through Wellington 
dhannel, or through some other of the openings among 
the same £croup of islands. I do not myself attach any 
niperior importance to Wellington Channel as regards fhd 
north-west passage, but I tuiderstand that Sir John 
Kanklin did!, and that he strongly expressed to Lord 
Haddington his intention of attempting that route, if he 
should fail in effecting the more direct passage to the 
westward. 

** The ships having been fully victualled for three years, 
the resources may, by due precautions, have been extended 
to four years for the whole crews ; but it has occurred to 
me, since I had the honour of conferring with their 
lordships, that, if their munbers have been gradually 
diminisned to any considerable extent by death (a con- 
tingency which is but too probable, considering their 
tmparaDeled detention in the ice), the resources would be 
proportionably extended for the survivors, wliom it might, 
therefore, be found expedient to transfer to one of th« 
ships, with all the remaining stores, and with that one 
ship to continue the endeavour to push westward, or to 
return to the eastward, as circiunstances might render 
expedient ; in that case, the necessity for quitting both 
the ships in the past summer might not improbably have 
been obviated. 

** Under these circumstances, which, it must be admitted, 

amount to no more than mere conjecture, it seems to me 

expedient still to prosecute the search in both directions ; 

namely, by wayoi Behring's Strait (to which I look with 

tba strongest hope), and sSso by that of Barrow's Strait. 

la the latter direction, it ougnt, 1 t\tmk., \o \i^ \iQitTi^ *\a. 

Jnind, that the more than us^ di^cTiiWiiea m^'w^K^sSsi'^Yc 

James Rosa had to contend laave.mxea^afc^A^^^^^R^'^ 
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very little more information than before he left England, 
ana I cannot contemplate, without serious apprehension, 
leaving that opening without still further search in the 
ensuing spring, in case of the missing crews having fallen 
back to the eastern coast of North Somerset, where they 
would naturally look for supplies to be deposited for them, 
in addition to the chance or finding some of those left by 
the Fury, For the purpose of further pursuing the search 
by way of Barrow's Strait, perhaps two smaU vessels of 
150 or 200 tons might suffice, but they must be square 
rigged for the navigation among the ice. Of course the 
object of such vessels would be nearly that which Sir 
James Eoss's endeavours have failed to accomplish ; and 
the provisions, &c., left by that officer at Whaler Point, 
as well as any which may oe deposited in that neighbour- 
hood by the North Star, would greatly add to the resources, 
facilitate the operations, and lessen me risk of any attempt 
made in that mrection. 

" If, however, there be time to get ships to Behring's 
Strait by the first week in August, 1850, which womd 
perhaps Tequire the aid of steam-vessels to accomplish 
with any degree of certainty, I recommend that the 
Enterprise and Irvoestigator be forthwith equipped and 
despatched there, with instructions to push through the 
ice to the E.N.E. as far as possible in the ensuing season, 
with the hope of meeting with at least one of the ships, 
or any of the parties which may have been detached from 
them. This attempt has never yet been made by any 
ships, and I cling very strongly to the belief that such an 
efibrt might be attended with success in rescuing at least 
a portion of our people. 

" My reason lor urging this upon their Lordships is, 
that the admirable instructions under which the Plover, 
assisted by the Herald, is acting, embraces only the search 
of the coast line eastward from Icy Cape; since the 
boats and baidars cannot efiect anythmg except by creep- 
ing along, as opportunities offer, between the ice and the 
land, so that this plan of operations meets only the con- 
tingency of parties reaching, or nearly reaching, the land; 
whereas the chance of rescue would, as it appears to me, 
be immensely increased by ships pushing on, clear of the 
coast, towaros Banks' Land and Melville Island, as far at 
least as might be practicable in the best five or sis weeks 
of the season of 1850." 

Captain Parry says — " AlthotigJoi^iiMBVa^^b %s»k. "a^^-^i^^ 
ever made to enter the ice m tlma toecN3voTi,^^*r>^ '^^^^'^ 
properly equipped for the pxurpoae, iketc^Ss^^^ '*^'**^^ 
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anticipate any greater difficulties in this nayigation 
those encountered in other parts of the North Polar 
and, eyen in the event of not succeeding in reaching Bj 
Land in the summer of the present year, it may be 
Bible to make such progress as to afford a reasonable 
of effecting that object in the following season (1 
I! Indeed it is possible that, from the well-known fact o 

[ '. dimate being more temperate in a given parallel of 

^ j tude, in g^oing westward m>m the Mackenzie River, i 

1 1 comparative advantage may be derived in the navig 

1 ; of this part of the Polar Sea. 

J '* It is of importance to the security of the ships ai 

j! their crews tmit they should winter in some harboi 

* : bay not at a distance from land, where the ice might 

motion durin^i; the winter ; and it will be desirable, si 
]ri j f ^^ ^^ ^ discovered fit for this purpose, in the spa 

I I; present imexplored between Point Barrow and B; 

Land, that endeavours should be made to reach the c 

nent about the mouth of the Mackenzie Biver, or ftu 

eastward, towards Liverpool Bay, where there is reas 

suppose sufficient shelter may be found, and in v 

m jl neighbourhood, it appears, there is generally no ice 1 

|: seen from the shore for about six weeks in the mont] 

^j August and September. Sir John Franklin's Karrati 

his Second Journey, that of Messrs. Dease and Sim; 

III and the Admiralty Charts, will frumish the requisite h; 

IB < graphical information relative to this line ot coast, s 

as it has been attained. 

" The utmost economy should be exercised in the x 
provisions and fuel during the time the ships are in w: 
quarters ; and if they should winter on or near the c 
nent, there would probably be an opportunity of increi 
their stock of provisions by means of game or fish. 
^! likewise of fiiel, by drift or other wood, to some cons 

^ able amount. 

^ " If the progress of the ships in 1850 have been 

siderable — ^for instance, as far as the meridian of 120^ ^ 

! the probability is, that the most practicable way of re 

^j ing to England will be, stiU to push on in the i 

direction during the whole season of 1851, with a vi( 

reach Barrow's Strait, and take advantage, if neces 

of the resources left byCaptain Sir James Boss at W. 

' Point, near Leopold Harbour ; if not the same seasc 

f least after a second winter. If, on the other hand, i 

progress should have been mcAe to ^i^^e ««s\;^«x^^ 

alose of the present BummeT, it tcq^JcA. )oe ^atvjAfiu 

wheu half the navigable season oi \^h\ ^«Sii Wf ^ ^ 
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no fiirilier attempts should be made in prooeeding to the 
eastward, and that the remaining half of that season 
fihonld be occupied in returning to the westward, with a 
Yiew to escape from the ice bj way of Behring's Strait 
lifter the winter of 1861-52, so as not to incur the riidc of 
passing a third winter in the ice. 

" During the summer season, the most vigilant look-ont 
should be kept from the mast-heads of both ships night 
and day, not only for the missing ships, but for any 
detached parties belonging to them ; and during the few 
hours of darkness which prevaQ towards the close of each 
season's navigation, and also when in winter quarters, 
signals, by fires, blue lights, rockets, or ^uns, should be 
made as me means of pointing out the position of the ships 
to any detached parties belonging to iaie missing Expem* 
tion. And in the spring, before uie ships can be released 
from the ice, searching parties might be sent out in various 
directions, either in boats or by lan^ to examine the 
neighbouring coasts and inlets for any trace of the missing 
erews." 

Captain Sir George Back also comments, (1st of Decern* 
ber, 1849,) on these intentions, in a letter to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty : — 

** Ton will be pleased, Sir, to impress on my Lords Com* 
missioners, that I wholly reject all and every idea of any 
attempts on the part of Sir John Erankhn to send boats 
or detachments over the ice to any point of the mainland 
eastward of the Mackenzie Biver, because I can say from 
experience, that no toU-wom and exhausted party could 
have the least chance of existence by goin^ there. 

** On the other hand, from my knowledge of Sir John 
Franklin (having been three times on discovery together), 
I much doubt if he would quit his ship at all, except in a 
boat ; for any attempt to cross the ice a long distance on 
foot would be tempting death ; and it is too laborious a 
task to sledge far over such an uneven surface as those 
regions generally present. That great mortality must 
have occurred, and that one ship, as Sir F. Beaufort hints 
at, may be lost, are greatly to be feared; and, as on all 
former expeditions, if the survivors are paralysed by the 
depressing attacks of scurvy, it wotdd then be impossible 
for them, however desirous they might be, to leave the 
ship, which must thus become their last most anxious 
abode. 

" If, however, open water shouidlisiNQ tsSLQ^^^^">aL"^^s^ 
Franklin t<? have resorted to laift\>oata,^2ia£nQ.\«sa'^'«:^^^ 
be would make for either the Mocksiiza&'Biw®** ot^^xsi^sa^ 
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Is far more likely, from the almost certainty he must hsfe 
felt of finding provision, for Cape Clarence and Fury Point, 

" I am aware that the whole chances of life in this 
painful case depend on food; but when I reflect on Sir 
John Franklin's former extraordinary preservation under 
miseries and trials of the most severe description, living 
often on scraps of old leather and other re^e, I cannot ^ 
^ despair of his finding the means to prolong existence till 
aid be happily sent hun." 

Dr. Sir John Richardson on the same day also sends in 
his opinion, as requested, on the proposed despatch of the 
^Enterprise and Investigator to Bdiring's Strait : — 

" It seems to me to be verv desirable that the western 
shores of the Archipelago ot Parry's Islands should be 
searched in a high latitude in the manner proposed by the 
hydrographer. 

" If the proposed expedition succeeds in establishing its 
winter quarters among these islands, parties detached over 
the ice may travel to the eastward and south-eastward, so 
as to cross the line of search which it is hoped Mr. Bae 
has been able to pursue in the present summer, and thus 
to determine whether any traces of the missing ships exist 
in localities the most remote from Behring's Strait and 
Lancaster Sound, and from whence shipwrecked crews 
would find the greatest difficulty in travelung to any place 
where they could hope to find relief. 

*' The climate of Arctic America improves in a sen- 
sible manner with an increase of western longitude. On 
the Mackenzie, on the 135th meridian, the summer is 
warmer than in any district of the continent in the same 
parallel, and it is still finer, and the vegetation more 
luxuriant, on the banks of the Yucon, on the 150th meri- 
dian. This superiority of climate leads me to infer, that 
ships well fortified against drift-ice, will find the naviga- 
tion of the Arctic Seas more practicable in its western por- 
tion than it has been found to the eastward. This iiifer- 
•ence is supported by my own personal experience, as far 
as it goes. I met with no ice in the montn of August, on 
my late voyage, till I attained the 123rd meridian, and 
which I was led, from that circumstance, to suppose coin- 
cided with the western Hmits of Parry's Archipelago. 

" The greater facility of navigating from the west has 

been powerfully advocated by others on former occasions ; 

and the chief, perhaps the only reason why the attempt to 

penetrate the Polar Sea from tlaaAi <\vv«jc\«t '^aaa t\.q\. xi^wa. 

isBsumed since the time of Cook, is, ^aaX. >i\iB\Mi?J^ Q^ ^^ 

ptr&vioua voyage to Behring's S\iai\, ^o\][\dL coDsAetiW^l 
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diminish the store of provisions ; but the facilities of obtain- 
ing supplies in the Pacific are now so augmented, that this 
objection has no longer the same force." 

Captain F. W. Beechey, writing from Cheltenham, oa 
the Ist of December, 1849, says : — 

" I quite agree with Sir !Brancis Beaufort in what he 
has stated with regard to any casualties which Sir J. 
■Franklin's ships may have sustained, and entirely agreo 
with him and Sir Jldward Parry, that the expedition is 
probably hampered amongst the ice somewhere to the 
south-westward of Melville Island; but there is yet a pos- 
sibility which does not appear to have been contemplated, * 
which is, that of the scurvy having spread among the crew, 
and incapacitated a large pronortion of them from making 
any exertion towards their release, or that the whole, in a 
debilitated state, may yet be clinging by tiieir vessels* 
existing sparingly upon the provision which a large mor- 
tahty may have spun out, in the hope of relief. 

" in the first case, that of the ships being hampered and 
the crews in good health, I think it certain that, as the 
resources of the ships would be expended in May last, Sir 
John Franklin and his crew have abandoned the ships, 
and pushed forward for the nearest point where they 
might reasonably expect assistance, and which they could 
reasonably reach. 

" There are consequently three points to which it would 
be proper to direct attention, and as the case is urgent, 
every possible method of relief should be energetically 
pushedforward at as early a period as possible, and directed 
to those points, which, I need scarcely say, are Barrow's 
Strait, Behring's Strait, and the northern coast of 
America. 

** Of the measures which can be resorted to on the 
northern coast of America, the officers who have had expe- 
rience there, and the Hudson's Bay Company, will be able 
to judge; but I am of opinion that nothmg should be 
neglected in that quarter ; for it seems to me a&ost certain 
that Sir John Franklin and his crew, if able to travel, have 
abandoned their ships and made for the continent; and if 
they have not succeeded in gaining the Hudson's Bay out- 
posts, they have been overtaken by winter before they 
could accomplish their purpose. 

" Lastly, as to the opinion which naturally forces itself 
upon us, as to the utility of the sending t%^<&^ \ft ^«cws&s^ 
wnose means o£ subsistence wiUhave iaiSe^^«nsLTasst^*^5»s^i 
Ajrear by the time the relief coxiid Tewi\i Ai^MixaA ^^'^^^ 
iOfBerve, that a prudent reductioa o£ tli'b «2^^«si^ "°^*^ 
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liave been timely made to meet an emerp;ency, or great 
mortality may have enabled the survivors to subsist up to 
the time required, or it may be that the crews have jnst 
missed reaching the points visited by our parties last year 
before they quitted tnem, and in the one case may now b© 
subsisting on the supplies at Leopold Island, or be housed 
in eastward of Point Barrow, sustained by dep6ts which 
have been fallen in with, or by the native supplies ; so 
tiiat, under all the circumstances, I do not consider their 
condition so utterly hopelesE( that we should give up the 
expectation of yet being able to render them a timely 
lissistance. 

'* The endeavours to push forward might be continued 
imtil the 30th of August at latest, at which time, if the 
ships be not near some land where they can convenientij 
pass a winter, they must direct their course for the main- 
mnd, and seek a secure harbour in which they ccmld 
remain. And on no account should they risk a winter in 
the pack, in consequence of the tides and shallow water 
lying off the coast. 

'* Should the expedition reach Herschel Island, or any 
other place of refuge on the coast near the mouth of the 
Mackenzie or ColviUe Elvers, endeavours should be made 
to commimicate information of the ships' position and 
summer's proceedings through the Huason's Bay Ck>m- 
pany or Russian settlements, and by means of interpreters ; 
and no opportunity should be omitted of gaining from the 
natives information of the missing vessels, as well as of 
any boat expeditions that may have gone forward, as well 
as of the party under Dr. Rae. 

" If nothing should be heard of Sir John Franklin in 
1850, parties of observation should be sent forward in the 
spring to intercept the route the ship would have pursued, 
and in other useful directions between winter quarters and 
Melville Island ; taking especial care that they return to 
the ship before the time of Hberation of the snips arrive, 
which greatly depends upon their locality. 

" Then, on the breaking up of the ice, should any 
favourable appearance of the ice present itself, the expe- 
dition might be left free to take advantage of sucn a 
prospect, or to return round Point Barrow; making it 
imperative, however, either to ensure their return, so far 
as human foresight may be exercised, or the certainty of 
their reaching Melville Island at the close of that season, 
snd BO Becnrins their return to "Englecni^ iu \%^^. 
"If, after afi, any miforeaeen even^ ^oxiW i\s\«c&.V5a» 
^ps beyond the period contem^vlaXe^L «3oo^^, w«t^ «x»fc^ 



OPINIONS AND SUGGESTIONS. 175 

tion should be used, by means of boats and interpreters, 
to communicate with the Mackenzie; and should any 
casualty render it necessary to abandon the vessels, it 
should be borne in mind that the reserve-ship will remain 
at her quarters imtil the autumn of 1853, unless she 
hears of the safety of the ships and boats in other direc- 
tions ; while in the other quarter. Fort Macpherson, at the 
entrance of the Mackenzie, may be relied upon as an asylnnu 

" The Plover, or reserve-ship, should fee provided with 
three years' provisions for her own crew, and for con- 
tingencies besides. She should be placed as near as pos- 
sible to Point Barrow, and provided with interpreters, 
and the means of offering rewards for information ; and 
she should remain at her quarters so long as there can be 
any occasion for her presence in the Arctic Seas ; or, if 
she does not hear anything of the expedition under Cap- 
tain Collinson, as long as her provisions will last." 

Sir John Richardson offers the following advice for this 
expedition : — " If," he says, " it should winter near the 
mouth of the Yucan or Colville, that river may be 
ascended in a boat in the month of Jime, before the sea 
ice begins to give way. The river varies in width from 
a mile and a half to two miles, and £ows through a rich, 
well- wooded valley, abounding in moose deer, and having 
a comparatively nuld climate. A Russian tifbding post 
has been built on it, at the distance of three or four days* 
voyage from the sea, with the current ; but as the current 
is strong, from nine to twelve days must be allowed for its 
ascent, with the tracking line. It would be unsafe to rely 
upon receiving a supply of provisions at the Russian post, 
as it is not likely that any stock beyond what is necessary 
for their own use is laid up by the traders ; and the moose 
deer being a very shy anmial, is not easily shot by an 
impractised htmter ; but the reindeer abound on the neigh- 
bouring hills, and are much more approachable. The 
white-&onted goose also breeds in vast flocks in that 
district of the country> and may be killed in numbers, 
without difficulty, in tne monlh of June. 

" If the expedition should winter within a reasonable 
distance of the Mackenzie, Captain Collinson may have 
it in his power to send despatches to England by that 
route. 

" The river opens in June, and as soon as the ice ceases 
to drive, may be ascended in a boat, with a. ^"wct ^^r«A, 
under sail, or with a tracking line. , 

**The lowest post at present occ\rg»\e^>yj^«>^^^^^^!«;^ 
Bajr Company on this river la "Foxt Gcooo. "B-o-v^. ^^ 
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site of tliis post has been clianged several times, but it 
is at this time on the right bank of the river, in latitude 
66° 16' N., and is ten or eleven days' voyap^e from the sea. 
At Point Separation, opposite to the middle channel of 
the delta of the river, and on the promontory whif^ 
separates the Peel and the Mackenzie, there is a case df 
pemmican (80 lbs.) buried, ten feet distant from a tree, 
which has its middle branches lopped off, and is mark^ 
on the tmnk with a broad arrow m black paint. A fire 
was made over the pit in which the case is concealed, and 
the remains of the charcoal will point out the exact spot* 
This hoard was visited last year by a party fr^om Ifoxt 
Macpherson, Peel's River, when all was safe. 

** Eight bags of pemmican, weighing 901bs. each« were 
deposited at Fort Good Hope in 1848, and would remain 
there last summer for the use of any boat parties that 
might ascend the river in 1849 ; but it is probable that 
part, or the whole, may have been used by the Company 
by next year. 

'* A boat party should be frumished with a small seine 
and a short herring net, by the use of which a good supply 
of fish may often be procured in the eddies or sandy Day# 
of the Mackenzie. They should also be provided with a 
good supply of buck-shot, swan-shot, duck-shot, and gun- 
powder. The Loucheux and Hare Indians will readily 
give such provisions as they may happen to have, in ex- 
change for ammunition. They will expect to receive 
tobacco gratuitously, as they are accustomed to do from 
the traders. 

** The Mackenzie is the only water-way by which any of 
the Hudson's Bay Company's posts can be reached from 
the Arctic Sea. There is a post on the Peel River, which 
enters the delta of the Mackenzie, but no supplies can be 
procured there. To the eastward of the Mackenzie no 
ship-party would have a chance of reaching a trading post, 
the nearest to the sea being Fort Resolution, on Grreat 
Slave Lake, situated on the 61st parallel of latitude, and 
the intervening hUly country, intersected by numerous 
lakes and rapid rivers, could not be crossed by such a 
partv in less than an entire summer, even could they depend 
on their guns for a supply of food. Neither would it be 
advisable for a party from the ships to attempt to reach 
tiie posts on the Mackenzie by way of the Coppermine 
River and Fort Confidence ; as, in the absence of means of 
transport across Great Bear Lake, t\ie ^ovumey round that 
irregular sheet of water would ioe \oi\& «xia "VvBattt^QroA. 
J3ear LaJse River is more fhan Mt^ ToSe^Vsti^. wx^^^st^ 
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Norman, tlie nearest post on the Mackenzie, is thirty 
miles above its mouth. Mr. Eae was instructed to engage 
an Indian family or two to hunt on the tract of coimtry 
between the Coppermine and Great Bear Lake in the 
summer of 1850 ; but no great reliance can be placed on 
these Indians remaining long there, as they desert their 
hunting quarters on very slight alarms, being in continual 
dread of enemies, real or imaginary. 

*' A case of pemmican was buried on the summit of the 
bank, about four or five miles £rom the summit of Cape 
Bathurst, the spot being marked by a pole planted in the 
earth, and the exact locality of the deposit by a fire of 
driftwood, much of which would remain unconsumed. 

''Another case was deposited in the cleft of a rock on a 
small battlemented cliff, which forms the extreme part of 
Cape Parry. The case was covered with loose stones ; and 
a pile of stones, painted red and white, was erected imme- 
diately in front of it. This cliff resembles a cocked-hat in 
some points of view, and projects like a tongue from the 
base of a rounded hill, which is 500 or 600 feet high. 

" Several cases of pemmican were left e:q>osed on a ledge 
of rocks in latitude 68° 35' N.,. opi>osite Lambert Island, 
in Dolphin and Union Strait, and in a bay to the west- 
ward of Cape Krusenstem, a small boat and ten pieces of 
pemmican were deposited imder a high cliff above high- 
water mark, without concealment. The Esquimaux on 
this part of the coast are not numerous, and from the posi- 
tion of this hoard, it may escape discovery by them ; but I 
have every reason to believe that the locality has been 
visited by Mr. Eae in the past summer. A deposit of 
larger size, near Cape Kendall, has been more certainly 
visited by Mr. Eae. 

Capt. Sir J. C.Eoss, writes from Haslar, 11th February, 
1850 :— , 

** With respect to the probable position of the JSrehus 
and Terror, i consider that it is hardly possible they can 
be anywhere to the eastward of Melville Island, or within 
300 imles of Leopold Island, for if that were the case, they 
would assuredly, during the last spring, have made their 
way to that pomt, with the hope of receiving assistance 
from the whale-ships which for several years previous to 
the departure of that expedition from England had been 
in the nabit of visiting Prince Eegent Inlet in pursuit of 
whales; and in that case they must have been met ^vni^V^.^ csil 
marks of their encampments have Aaeeii io\3a\i^.\y3 ^ot^^ ^:3L 
ibe numerona parties detached fxouL ^e EuterpT\%e ^^^r 
^westi^ator aloDg the shores o£ \iia\i ^cvkl^k^ ^mxvs^ *«»^ 

is 
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onlj period of the season in which travelling is practicabld 
in those regions. 

" It is probable, therefore, that during their first snin- 
mer, which was remarkably favoorable for the navigatkm 
of those seas, they have been enabled (in obedience to 
their orders) to push the ships to the westward of Banks' 
Land, and have there become involved in the heayy pack 
of ice which was observed &om Melville Island always to 
be setting past its westernmost point in a south-east direc- 
tion, and from which pack they may not have been able to 
extricate their ships. 

*^ Erom snch a position retreat to the eastward would bo 
next to impossible, whilst the journey to the Mackenzie 
£iver, of comparatively easy aecomf^hment, together 
with Sir John Franklin's knowledge of the resources in 
the way and of its practicability, would strengthen the 
belief that this measure will have been adopted by tham 
dnriitf the last qfiiing. 

'' If this be assumea as the present position of the JSrebum 
and Terror, it would manifestly be far more easy and saJ» 
to afford them relief by means of an expedition enteirinf 
Behring's Strait, than from any other direction^ aa il 
would not be necessary for the ships to depart so far from 
the coast of North America as to preclude their keeping^ 
vp a regular commxmication with tne Eussian settlements 
on the Siver Colville, or those of the Hudson's Bay Ckmi* 
pany near the mouth c^ the Mackenzie, whilst the wholo 
i|>ace between any position in which the shipe might 
winter, and Banks' Leuid could be thoroughly examined ciy 
travelling parties early in the spring, or by boats or steam 
launches at a more advanced period of the following season." 

Mr. W. Snow, in a letter from New York, dated 7th of 
January, 1850, suggests a plan for a well-organized expe* 
dition of as many men as could be fitted out from private 
funds. *' For instance, let a party of 100 picked men, well 
disciplined and officered, as on board a ship, and accom- 
panied with all the necessary food, scientifiic instruments^ 
nd ererTthm^ osiul on sad Editions, proceed inuno. 
diately, by the shortest and most available routes, to tho 
lands in tne neighbourhood of the unexplored regions. If 
possible, I would suggest that they should proceed first to 
Moose Fort, on the southern part of Huason's Bay, and 
thence by small craft to Ghestemeld Inlet, or otherwise by 
land reach that quarter, so as to arrive there at the opeii- 
iD^ of summer. JB^m ibia iielg^bouxhood let the partyv 
muQua ten zaeui be divided ii^ ^i^^e le^vniw &\ai&ii. 
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ments, each, with specific instmctions to extend their 
researches in a northerly and north-westerly direction. 
The westernmost party to proceed as near as possible in a 
direct course to the easternmost limits of discovery yet 
made from Behring's Strait, and on no account to deviate 
from that coarse on the western side of it, but, if neces- 
sary, to the eastward. Let the central party shape a 
course as near as possible to the position of the Magnetic 
Pole ; and the easternmost division direct to Prince de- 
cent Inlet, or the westernmost point of discovery from 
the east, and not to deviate from that course easterly. 
Let each of these detachments be formed again into three 
divisions, each division thus consisting of ten men. Let 
the first division of each detachment pioneer the way, fol* 
lowed on the same track by the second and the tlurd at 
stated intervals of time. On the route let tibe pioneers, at 
every spot necessary, leave distinguishing marks to denote 
the way, and also to give information to either of the other 
two pnncipal detachments as may by chance fall into their 
track. To second the efforts of tiie three detachments, let 
constant sucooiirs and other assistance be forwarded by 
way of Moose Fort, and through the ten men left at Ches^ 
temeld Inlet; and should the objeet for which such aa 
expedition was frtmied be happily accomplished by the 
return of the lost voyagers, let messengers be forwarded 
with the news, as was done with Captam Back, in the case 
ef Captain "Rom. Let each of the extreme detachments^ 
upon arriving at their respective destinations, and upon 
being joined by the whole of their body, proceed to form 
plans for uniting with the central party, and ascertaining 
the results already obtained by each by sending parties in 
that direction. Also, let a diosen number he sent out 
from each detachment as exploring parties, wherever 
deemed requisite ; and let no effort be wanted to make a, 
search in every direction where there is a possibility of it» 
proving successful. 

"If a public and more extensive expedition be set on. 
foot, I would most respectfully draw attention to the fol- 
lowing suggestions: — ^Let a Land Expedition be formed 
izpon a similar plan, and with the same number of men*, 
say 300 or more, as those fitted out for sea. Let this ex* 
pedition be formed into three great divisions: the one^ 
proceeding by the Athabasca to the Great Slave Lake,, 
and following out Captain Back's di8covenft»\ \5s^^ ^^siR^a^- 
throngh the Churchiil district •, or, m^ ^"fc \3afi^, %R«a^^ 
i^ to the plan laid out for a pmat« ex^^jSasssk.^^'^^^ v ^sswci 
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keeping the whole of their forces as much as possible 
beaiing upon the points where success may be most likely 
attainable. 

" Each of these three ^eat divisions to be subdivided 
and arranged also as in the former case. The expense at 
an expedition of this kind, with all the necessary outiiaj 
for provisions, &c., I do not think would be more than 
hfdf what the same would cost if sent by sea ; but of this I 
am not a competent judge, having no definite means to 
make a comparison. But there is yet another, and, I 
cannot help conceiving, a more easy way of obviating all 
di£lculty on this point, and of reducing the expense coiii- 
siderabfy. 

'* It must be evident that the {)resent position of the 
Arctic voyagers is not very accessible, eitner by land or 
sea, else tne distinguished leader at the head of the expe- 
dition would long ere this have tracked a route whereby 
the whole party, or at least some of them, could return. 

" In such a case, therefore, the only way to reach them 
is by, if I may use the expression, forcing an expedition 
on towards them; I mean, by keeping it constantly upheld 
and pushing onward. There may be, and indeed there 
are, very great difficulties, and difficulties of such a nature 
that, I beSeve, they would themselves cause another great 
difficulty in the procuring of men. But, if I might make 
another bold suggestion, I would respectfully ask our 
government at home, why not employ picked men from 
convicted criminals, as is done in exploring expeditions in 
Australia? Inducements might be held out to them; 
and by proper care they would be made most serviceable 
auxiharies. Generally speaking, men convicted of offences 
are men possessed of almost ine^iaustible mental resources; 
and such men are the men who, with physical powers of 
endurance, are precisely those required. But this I speaJc 
of, merely, if simcient free men could not be found, and if 
economy is studied." 

Mr. John McLean, who has been twenty-five years a 
partner and officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, and has 
published an interesting narrative of his adventures and 
experience, writing to Lady Franklin from Canada "West, 
in January, 1850, suggests the following very excellent plau 
as likely to produce some intelligence, if not to lead to a 
discovery of the party. 

" Let a small schooner of some thirty or forty tons bur- 
Jan, built with a view to draw «a little w&tcr as possible, 
an J as strong as wood and iron co\\\A. mskib \iBt,\i^ ^- 
patched from England m comipwiy m^iJicL ^Cti.^ Ta.M^^Ti% 
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Bay ships. This vessel would, immediately on arriving at 
York Factory, proceed to the Strait termed Sir Thomas 
Boe's Welcome, which divides Southampton Island firom 
the mainland; then direct her course to Wager River, 
and proceed onward until interrupted by insurmountable 
obstacles. The party being safely landea, I woidd recom- 
mend their remaining stationary until winter travelling 
beoame practicable, when they should set out for the 
shores of the Arctic Sea, which by a reference to Arrow- 
smith's map appears to be only some sixt/or seventy miles 
distant ; then dividing in two parties or divisions, the one 
wotdd proceed east, the other west; and I think means 
coidd be devised of exploring 250 or 300 miles in either 
direction; and here a very miportant question presents 
itself, — ^how and by what means is this enterprise to be 
accomplished? 

*' In the first place, the services of Esquimaux would be 
indispensable, for the twofold reason, that no reliable 
information can be obtained from the natives without their 
aid, and that they alone properly understand the art of 
preparing snow-houses, or * igloes,* for winter encamp- 
ment, the only lod^g which the desolate wastes of the 
Arctic regions afford. Esquimaux understanding the Eng- 
lish language sufficientiy weU to answer our purpose, fre- 
quent me Hudson's Bay Company's post m Labrador, 
some of whom might be induced (I should fain hope) to 
engage for the expedition; or probably the * half-breed' 
natives might do so more readily than the aborigines. 
They should, if possible, be strong, active men, and good 
marksmen, and not less than four in number. Failing in 
the attempt to procure the natives of Labrador, then I 
should think Esquimaux might be obtained at Churchill, 
in Hudson's Bay; the two who accompanied Sir John in 
his first land expedition were from this quarter." 

An expedition of this kind was sent out by Lady Frank- 
lin in 1852, under the charge of Mr. Kenneav. There are 
various ways ol accomplishing this object, the cnoice of which 
must mainly dependon the views and wishes of the officerwho 
joay undertake the command. Besides the northern route, 
or that by !Regent Inlet, it is possible to reach Sir James 
Soss and Simpson's Straits from the south, entering Hud^i 
son's Bay, and passing up the Welcome to Eae Isthmus, 
or again by entering Chesterfield or Wager Inlet, and 
gaimng the coast by Back's or the Great Fish E»vj«t. 

By either of these routes a great mrt oi ^'a ex:^<2rt«ias$^ 

muBt he made in boats or on foot. In e^erj ^w^e "vSaa^as:^ 

pointB to be searched are James "B^fta'ft ^XatwJt «a^^ ^^soc^ 
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son's Strait, if indeed there be a pansage in that Erection, 
as laid down in Sir Jolin Franklin's charts, though contra- 
dicted by Mr. £ae, and considered still doabtfuf by fiome 
^Irctic navigators. 

The following extract from the Geographical Journal 
diows the opinion of Eranldin upon me search of tfak 
aoarter. Dr. KichardBon says (Journal of Geographieal 
Society, voL vL p. 40), — "No better plan can be proposed 
than tiie one suggested by Sir John !Franklin, or sending 
a yessel to Wagtfr Eiver, and carrying on the survey frxsot 
thence in boats." 

Sir John Franklin observes (ibid. j). 43), — " The Doctor 
alludes in his letter to some propositions whidi he knew I 
had made in the year 18^, at the command of his presenA 
Majesty (William lY.) on the same subject, and partdoii!- 
larly to the suggestion as to proceeding from £>epulse <* 
Wager Bay. * * • A recent careful reading of all the 
narratives connected with the surveys of the Wager and 
Bepulse Bays, and of Sir Edward Parry's Voyage, togetlier 
with the information obtained from the Esquimaux by Sir 
JEdward Parry, Sir John Boss, and Captain Back, confirm 
me in the opinion that a successful delmeation of the coast 
east of Pomt Tumagain to the Strait of the Fury and 
Hecla. would be best attained by an expedition proceeding 
from Wager Bay, the northern parts of which cannotTl 
"think, be farther distant than forty miles from the sea, if 
lie information received by the above-mentioned officers 
can be depended on." 

Dr. McCormick particularly draws attention to Jones" 
and Smith's Sounds, recommending a careful examination 
of these to their probable termination in the Polar Sea :— 
" Jones' Sound, with the Wellington Channel on the 
west, may be found to form an island of the land called 
* North Devon.' All prominent positions on both sides of 
these Sounds should be searched for flag staves and piles 
of stones, under which copper cylinders or bottles may 
have been deposited, contaming accounts of the proceed* 
ings of the missing expedition ; and if successful in getting 
upon its track, a clue would be obtained to the fate of our 
gallant countrymen." 

The Wellington Channel he considers affi)rds one of the 
best chances of crossing the track of the missing expedi- 
tion. 

To carry out this plan efficiently, he recommended that 
jl hoat should be dropped, by th© sni^ couveN^in?; the search- 
it^par^j' out, at the entrance \x>me^€?IW's^Ti.C^«Ka!^ 
^JBarrow'B Strait ; froni iScuB -point ona ot >io\)b. «Asfl^ cjR. 
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that chaimel and the northern shores of the Parry Ishmds 
might be explored as far west as the season would permit 
of. But should the ship be enabled to look into Jones' 
8ound, on her way to Lancaster Sound, and find that 
opening free from ice, an attempt might be made by the 
iBoat Expedition to push through it into the WellingtoQ 
Channel. In the event, however, of its proving to be 
merely an inlet, which a short dela;^ wotdd be sufficient to 
decide, the ship might perhaps be in readiness to pick up 
the boat on its retimi, for conveyance to its ultimate des- 
tination through Lancaster Sound; or as a precaution ' 
against any unforeseen separaiion from the ship, a dep6t 
of provisions should be left at the entrance to Jones' Sound 
for the boat to complete its 8up})lies &om, after accom- 
phshing the exploraticm of this inlet, and to afiford the 
means, if compelled from an advanced period of the season 
or other adverse circumstances, of reaching some place of 
refuge, either on board a ^dialer or some one of the depots 
of provisions on the eoutiiem shores of Barrow's Strait. 

Mr. Penny, in charge of the Lady JFrankU», befoio 
sailing, observed:— 

" If an early passage be obtained, I would erainine 
Jones* Sound, as I have generally found in all my earij 
voyages dear water at the mouth of that sound, and there 
is a probability that an earlier passage by this route might 
be found into Wellington Strait, which outlet ought by all 
means tobe thoroughly^ examined at the earliest opportunity, 
since, if Sir J. Pranklm has taken that route, with the hope 
of finding a passage westward, to the north of the Parry 
and Melville Islands, he may be beyond the power of 
helping himself. ISTo trace of the expedition, or practical 
communication with Wellington Strait, being obtained in 
this quarter, I would proceed in time to take advantage of 
the first opening of the ice in Lancaster Sound, with the 
view of proceeding to the west and entering Wellington 
Strait, or, if this should not be practicable, of proceeding 
farther westward to Cape Walker, and beyond, on one or 
other of which places Sir John Franklin will probably have 
left some notices of his course." 

The Government has seen the urgent necessity of 
causing the Wellington Channel to be carefully examined ; 
imperative orders were sent to Sir James Boss to search 
it, but he was drifted out of Barrow's Strait against his will, 
before he received those orders by the North Star, 

I have already stated that Sir Jon3iET«D3i!^ ^\»&\s?Qsi^<5Qa 

directed him to try ihe first iavoxaaDo\e o^eiasi^ \ft ^Ooa 

south'weat after passing Cape "Wa^ex •, ravSt^^iS^V^*^^^^®'^ 
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to try the Wellington Channel. Every officer m the 
British service, as a matter of course, follows his instruc- 
tions, as far as they are compatible with the exigencies. of 
the case, be it what it may, nor ever deviates from them 
without good and justifiable canse. If, then. Sir John 
.fVanklin failed in miding an opening to the south-west of 
Cape Walker, it is reasonable to suppose he obeyed his 
instructions, and ' tried the Wellii:^K)n Channel. The 
second probability in favour of this locality is, that Sir 
John Franklin expressed to many of his friends a favour- 
able opinion of the Wellington Channel, and, which is of 
far more consequence, intimated his opinion officially, and 
before the expedition was determined upon, that this strait 
seemed to ofier the best chance of success. 

Moreover, Capt. Fitzjames, his immediate second is 
command in the M^ebus, was strongly in favour of the 
Wellington Channel, and always so expressed himself. — 
See his letter, before quoted, to Sir John Barrow, p. 203. 

Who can doubt that the opinion of Capt. Fitzjames^ a 
man of superior mind, beloved by all who knew him, and 
in the service " the observed of all observers," would have 
great weight with Sir John Franklin, even if Sir John had 
not been himself predisj^osed to listen to him. What adds 
confinnation to these views is, that in 1840, a few years 

Erior to the starting of the expedition, Col. Sabine pub- 
shed the deeply interesting " Narrative of Baron Wran- 
geFs Expedition to the Polar Sea, undertaken between the 
years 1820 and 1823," and that in his preface the translator 
points to the Wellington Channel as the most likely course 
for the successful accomplishment of the north-west pas- 
sage. " Setting aside," he says, " the possibility of the 
existence of unknown land, the probability of an open sea 
existing to the north of the Parry Islands, and communi- 
cating with Behrmg Strait, appears to rest on strict 
analogical reasoning." And again he adds, ''all the attempts 
to efl'ect the north-west passage, since Barrow's Strait was 
first passed in 1819, have consisted in an endeavour to 
force a vessel by one route or another through this land- 
locked and ice-encumbered portion of the Polar Ocean." 

Ko examination has made known what may be the state 
of the sea to the north of the Parry Islands ; whether 
similar impediments may there present themselves to 
navigation, or whether a sea may not there exist offering 
no (Efficulties whatever of the kmd, as M. Von Wrangel 
has shown to be the case te the north of the Siberian 
JOshnds, and as by strict analogy "we &\kO\i\di\^^ \qaNa&j6^ \si 
expecting. 
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Colonel Sabine is an officer of great scientific experience, 
and from liaving made several Polar voyages, he ha» 
devoted ^eat attention to all that relates to mat quarter. 
He was in constant communication with Sir John Frank- 
lin when the expedition was fitting out, and it is but 
reasonable to suppose that he would be somewhat guided 
by his opinion. 

We have, then, the opinions of Franklin himself, Colonel 
Sabine, and Captain Fitzjames, all bearing on this point, 
and we must remember that Parry, who discovered and . 
named this channel, saw nothing when passing and re- 
passing it, but a clear open sea to the nortnward. 

Lieut. S. Osbom, in a paper dated the 4th of January, 
1850, makes the following sxiggestions : — 

" General opinion places the lost expedition to the west 
of Cane Walker, and south of the latitude of Melville 
Islana. The distance from Cape Bathurst to Banks' 
Land is only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it will 
be seen that nowhere else does the American continent 
approach so near to the supposed position of Franklin's- 
expedition. 

" Banks* Land bears from Cape Bathurst N. 41"^ 49' 
E. 302 miles, and there is reason to believe that in the 
summer season a portion of this distance may be tra* 
versed in boats. 

" Dr. Eichardson confirms previous reports of the ice 
being light on the coast east of the Mackenzie Biver to 
Cape Bathurst, and informs us that the Esquimaux had 
seen * no ice to seaward for two moons.' 

*• Every mile traversed northward by a party from Cape 
Bathurst would be over that imknown space in which traces 
of Franklin may be expected. It is advisable that such 
a second party be despatched from Cape Bathurst, in order- 
that the prQ|pcution of Dr. Eae*8 examination of the sup- 
posed channel between Wollaston and Victoria Lands 
mav in no way be interfered with, by his attention being 
called to the westward." 

In March, 1848, the Admiralty announced their intentioir 
of rewarding the crews of any whaling ships that brought ^ 
accurate information of the missing expedition, with the 
sum of 100 guineas or more, according to circmnstances. 
Lady FranMin also about the same time offered rewards 
of 2000^. and 3000Z., to be distributed among the owner, 
officers, and crew discovering and affording relief to her 
husband, or making extraordmary exertions foii \\5.^ ^^^^ 
object, and, if required, bringing ^\t Sc^ioi I^cm^vp^ ^b^ 
Ida party to England, 
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In March* 1850, tibie following further rewards were 
offered by ike British Government to persons of any 
country: — 

1st. To any party or person who, in the judgment of 
tiie Board of Admiralty, shall disoorer ana effectually 
TeUeye the crews of n.M. ships Erebm and Terror^ the 
Btun of 20,000^., or, 

2nd. To any party, or parties, <&c., who shall discorer 
and effectually relieve any portion of the crews, or ahall 
eonvey such intelligence as shall lead to the relief of any 
of the crew, the sum of 10,000/. 

3rd. To any party or parties who shall by virtue of his 
or their efforte, first succeed in ascertainmg thdr £ite, 
10,000/. 

In a despatch from Sir Greorge Simpson to Mr. Hae« 
dated Lachine, the 21st of January, 1850, he says : — 

" If they be still alive, I feel satisfied that every effort 
it, may be in the power of man to make to succour them 
will be exerted by yourself and the Ck)mpanY'8 officers in 
Mackenzie Biver; but should your late search have unfor- 
tunately ended in disappointment, it is the desire of the 
Company that you renew your explorations next suzmnerf 
if possime. 

" Bjr the annexed correspondence you will observe that 
the opinion in England appears to be that our explorations 
ought to be more particularly directed to that portion of 
the Northern Sea lying between Cape Walker on tho 
east, Melville Island and Banks' Land to the north, and 
the continental shore or the Yictoria Islands to the south. 

" As these limits are believed to embrace the course 
that would have been pursued by Sir John Franklin, 
Cape Walker being one of the points he was particularly- 
instructed to make for, you will therefore be pleased, 
immediately on the receipt of this letter, to fikout another 
exploring party to proceed in the direction ab^e indicated, 
but varying the route that may have been followed last 
summer, which party, besides their own examination of 
the coast and islands, should be instructed to offer liberal 
rewards to the E8<}uimaux to search for some vestiges of 
the missing expedition, and similar rewards should be 
offered to ihe Indians inhabiting near the coast and Feel's 
Biver, and the half-bred hunters of Mackenzie Biver, the 
latter being, perhaps, more energetic than the former; 
assuring them that whoever may procure authentic intel- 
ligence will be largely rewarded. 

" Simvltasieoxmj with the ex.pedi\A.oii\A Y^c^^^'^^vraxds 
Cape Walker, one or two smalllpai^ea ^Yloxu^V^ ^d^s^nSudMA 
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to the westward of the Mackenzie, in the direction of 
Point Barrow, one of which might pass over to the Youcon. 
Stiver, and descending that s^eam to the sea, carry on 
their explorations in that quarter, while the other going 
down the Mackenzie might trace the coast thence towards 
the Youcon. Aud these parties must also be instructed 
to offer rewards to the natives to prosecute the search in 
all directions. 

" By these means there is reason to believe that in the 
course of one year so minute a search maybe made of the 
coast and the islands, that in the event of the expedition 
having passed in that direction, some trace of their pro- 
gress would certainly be discovered. 

" From your experience in Arctic discovery, and peculiar 
qualifications for such an undertaking, I am in hopes you 
maybe enabled yourself to assume thecommandof the party 
to proceed to tibe northward ; and, as leaders of the two 
parties to explore the coast to the westward of the Macken- 
zie, you will have to select sudi officers of the Company's 
service within the district as may appear best quaMed for 
the duty : Mr. Murray, I think, would be a very fit man 
for one of the leaders, and if one party be sent by way of 
the Youcon, he might take charge of it. In the event of 
your going on this expedition, you will be pleased to make 
over the charge of the district to Chief l^rader Bell during 
your absence. 

" In case you may be short-handed, I have by this con- 
veyance instructed Chief Factor BaUenden to engage in 
"Red Biver ten choice men, accustomed to boating, and 
well fitted for such a duty as will be required of them ; 
and if there be a chance of their reaching Mackenzie 
Eiver, or even Athabasca, before the breaking up of the 
ice, to forward them immediately. 

** Should the season, however, be too far advanced to 
enable them to accomplish the journey by winter travel- 
ling, Mr. Ballenden is directed to increase the party to 
fourteen men, with a guide to be despatched from Ued 
£>iver immediately after the opening of the navigation, in 
two boats, laden with provisions and fiour, and a few 
bales of clothing, in omer to meet, in some degree, the 
heavy drain that will be occasioned on our resources in 
provisions and necessary supplies in Mackenzie Biver. 
llie leader of this party from Bed Biver may, perhaps, 
be qualified to act as the conductor of one of the ijjs^ct^^^ 
to examine the coast to the westward** 

On the 5th of February, IftSO, mo^et e«os^^iw8^^^ 
*ook place at the Admiral^ ssnoiig Ai3iio^«> cffi^<5««% Taa»^ «* 
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perienced in these matters, and their opinions in writing 
were solicited. It is important, therefore, to submit them 
as ftiUy as possible to the consideration of the reader. 

The first is the report of the hydro^apher of ilie 
Admirally, dated the 29th of January, 1850 : — 

*' Memorandum hy Rear-Admiral Sir Fraruds JSeaufortt 

"The Behring's Strait expedition beinff at length 
fairly off, it appears to me to be a duly to submit to their 
Xioroships that no time should now oe lost in equipping 
another set of vessels to renew the search on the opposite 
side, i^ough Baffin's Bay; and this bein^ the fifth year 
that the Mrehus and Terror have been absent, and pro- 
bably reduced to only casual supplies of food and fad, it 
may be assumed that this search should be so completa 
and effectual as to leave unexamined no place in which, bj 
any of the suppositions that have been put forward, it jf 
at all likely they may be found. 

** Sir John i^ranMin is not a man to treat his orders 
with levity, and therefore his first attempt was undoubt- 
edly made in the direction of Melville Island, and not to 
the westward. If foiled in that attempt, he naturally 
hauled to the southward, and using Banks' Land as a 
barrier against the northern ice, he would try to make 
westing under its lee. Thirdly, if both of these roads 
were found closed a^^ainst his advance, he perhaps availed 
himself of one of the four passages between tne Parry 
Islands, including the WeUmgton Channel. Or, lastly^ 
he may have returned to Baffin's Bay, and taken l£e 
inviting opening of Jones' Sound. 

" All those lour tracks must therefore be diligently ex- 
amined before the search can be called complete, and the 
onl^ method of rendering that examination prompt and 
efficient will be through the medium of steam ; while only 
useless expense and reiterated disappointment will attend 
the best efforts of sailing vessels, leaving the lingering 
survivors of the lost ships, as well as their relatives in 
England, in equal despair. Had Sir James !Boss been in 
a steam vessel, he would not have been surrounded by ice 
and swept out of the Strait, but by shooting under the 
•protection of Leopold Island, he would have waited there 
till that fatal field had passed to the eastward, and he 
then would have foimd a perfectly open sea up to MelviUe 
Island, 

"The best appHcationoi8tetfln\<>\ce-^o\xia^e«&^^^'^ftL 
he JEricaon'a screw ; but the acrew ot ^^^^^ ^"i ^ssj s^ 
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our moderate-sized vessels miglit be made to elevate with 
facility. Vessels so fitted womd not require to be fortified 
in an extraordinary de^ee, not more tbaii common whalers. 
!Prom the log-like quiescence with which a sailing vessel 
must await the crush of two approaching floes, they must 
be as strong as wood and iron can maS:e them ; but the 
steamer slips out of the reach of the collision, waits till . 
the shock is past, and then profiting by their mutual ^ 
recoil, darts at once through the transient opening. 

" Two such vessels, and each of them attended by two 
tenders laden with coals and provisions, would be sufficient 
for the main lines of search. Every prominent point of 
land where notices might have been left would be visited, 
details of their own proceedings would be deposited, and 
each of the tenders would be left in proper positions 
as points of rendezvous on which to fall back. 

" Besides these two branches of the expedition, it would 
he well to allow the whaling captain (Penny) to carry out 
Ids proposed undertaking. His local knowledge, his 
thorough acquaintance wim all the mysteries of the ice 
navigation, and lus well-known skill and resources, seem 
to point him out as a most valuable auxiliary. 

" But whatever vessels may be chosen for this service, 
I would beseech their lordships to expedite them ; all our 
attempts have been deferred^ too long ; and there is now 
reason to believe that very early in the season, in May or 
even in April, Baffin's Bay may be crossed before the accu- 
juulated ice of winter spreadls over its surface. If they 
arrive rather too soon, they may very advantageously 
await the proper moment in some of the Greenland har- 
bours, preparmg themselves for the coming efforts and 
struggles, and procuring Esquimaux interpreters. 

" In order to press every resource into the service of 
this noble enterprise, the vessels should be extensively 
furnished with means for blasting and splitting the ice ; 
perhaps circular saws mi^ht be adapted to the steamers, a 
iaimch to each party, with a small rotary endne, sledges 
for the shore, and light boats with sledjge gearings for 
broken ice fields ; balloons for the distribution of adver- 
tisements, and kites for the explosion of lofty fire-balls. 
And, lastly, they should have vigorous and numerous 
crews, so that when detachments are away, other opera- 
tions should not be intermitted for want of physical 
strength. 

" As the council of the lU>y«i\. ^odeX;^ , ^crnsa ^coaa "^fS^* 
thought proper to remind their \ot3l^\^^^ clt^^^^^^'*^^ 
of instituting this search, it woxid \)^ wt tiw? ^» ^»:^^^ 
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that learned body for all the advice and sng^estions thai 
science and philosophy can contribute towards the accom- 
plishment of the great object on which the eyes of aU 
England, and indeed of atl the world, are now entirelv 
fixed." 

Captain Beechey, writing to the Secretary of the Admi* 
ralty, 7th of February, 1850, says : — 

'* The urgent nature of the case alone can justi^ thfr 
use of ordinary steamers in an icy sea, and great prudenoe 
and judgment will be required on the part of their com- 
manders, to ayoid being disabled by colhsion and pressxtrcr. 

** I would also add, as an exception, that I think Leopold 
Island and Cape Walker, if possible, should both be exa- 
mined prior to any attempt be% made to penetrate in other 
directions firom Harrow s Strait, and that the bottom of 
Segent Inlet, about the Felly Islands, should not be Idb 
unexamined. In the memorandum submitted to their 
lordships on 17th January, 1849, this quarter was con- 
sidered of importance ; ana I am still of opinion, that, had 
8ir John Franklin abandoned his vessels near the coast of 
America, and much short of the Mackenzie Eiyer, be 
would have preferred the probability of retaining the use 
q£ his boats xmtil he found relief in Barrow's Strait, to 
xisking an overland journey vid the before-mentioned 
Tiver; it must be remembered, that at the time he sailed. 
Sir George Back's discovery had rendered it very probal^ 
that Boothia was an island. 

" An objection to the necessity of this search seems to* 
be, that had Sir John Franklin taken that route, he would 
have reached Fury Beach already. However, I cannot 
but tbink there will yet be found some good grounds for 
the Esquimaux sketch, and that their meaning has been 
misunderstood ; and as Mr. M'Cormick is an enterprising 
person, whose name has already been before their lor£ 
ships, I would submit whether a boat expedition from 
licopold Dep6t, under his direction, would not satisfae* 
torify set at rest all inquiry tip<m this, now the only 
quarter improvided for." 

Captain Sir W. E. Parry states: — 

" I am decidedly of opinion that the main search should 
be renewed in the direction of Melville Island and Banks' 
Land, including as a part of the plan the thorough examU 
nation of Welhngton Strait and of the other similar c^pea^ 
ings between the islands of the group bearing my namaw 
I entertam a growing conviction, of tad -orobaoihty of the 
miaaipfr sliip9, ot at Wst ^ OOnnl^kfeX«^A« YR^H ^ ^dUi 



OPINIONS OF ARCTIC VOYAGERS. 191 

crews, being shut up at Melville Island, Banks' Land, or 
in that neighbourhood, agreeing as I do with !Rear- Admiral 
Sir Francis Beaufort, in his report read yesterday to the 
Board, that ' Sir John Franklin is not a man to treat his 
orders with leyity,' which he would be justly chargeable 
with doing if he attached greater weight to any notions 
he might personaUv entertain than to the Admiralty 
instructions, which ne well knew to be founded on the 
experience of former attempts, and on the best information 
which could then be obtained on the subject. For these 
reasons I can scarcely doubt that he would employ at least 
two seasons, those of 1845 and 1846, in an unremitting 
attempt to penetrate directly westward or souih-westwara 
towards Benring's Strait. 

" Supposing this conjecture to be correct, nothing can 
be more likely than tiiat Sir John Franklin's ships, having: 



penetrated in seasons of ordinary temperature a consider- 
able distance in that direction, nave oeen locked up by 
Buecessire seasons of extraordmaxy rigour, thus baffling 
the efiTortB <^ their weakened crews to escape from the ice 
in either of the two directions by Behring a or Bazrow's 
Straits. 

" And here I cannot but add, that my own conyiotion at 
ibis probability — for it is only with probabilities that w^- 
haye to deal— nas been greatly strengthened by a letter I 
have lately received from Colonel Sibine, (^ the Boyal 
Artillery, of which I had the honour to submit a copy to 
Sir Francis Baring. Colonel Sabine having accompanied 
two successive expeditions to Baffin's Bay, mcluding that 
under my command which reached Melville Island, I con-r 
sider his views to be well worthy of their lordships' atten- 
tion on this part of the subject. 

" It must DC admitted, however, that considerable weight 
is due to the conjecture which has been offered by persona 
citable of forming a sound judgment, that having failed 
as I did, m the attempt to penetrate westward, Sur John 
Franklin might deem it prudent to retrace his steps, and 
was enabled to do so, m order to try a more nortJiem 
route, either through Wellington Strait or some other of 
those openings between the farzy Islands to which I have 
already referred. And this idea receives no small import- 
ance from the fact (said to be beyond a doubt) of Sir Joha 
Franklin having before his departure exnressed such aa 
intention in case of failing to the westwara. 

" I cannot, therefore, consider "tbft mXA'^^A^ %««^ N^ 
he complete without making ^e eiLastx\&a^v>u oH"^ ^5fi»«l? 
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ton Strait; and its adjacent openings a distinct part of the 

flan, to be performed by one portion of the vessels which 
shall presently propose for the main expedition. 
** Much stress has likewise been laid, and I think not 
altogether without reason, on the propriety of searching 
Jones* and Smith's Sounds in the north-western part <m 
Baffin's Bay. Considerable interest has lately been 
attached to Jones' Sound, from the fact of its havinc^ been 
recently navigated by at least one enterprising whaler, 
and found to be of great width, free from ice, with a swell 
from the westward, and having no land visible from the 
mast-head in that direction. It seems more than probable, 
therefore, that it may be found to communicate with Wel- 
lington Strait ; so that if Sir John Franklin's ships have 
been detained anywhere to the northward of the Parry 
Islands, it would be by Jones' Sound that he would pro- 
bably endeavour to effect his escape, rather than by the 
less direct route of Barrow's Strait. I do not myself 
attach much importance to the idea of Sir John Franklin 
liaving 80 far retraced his steps as to come back through 
Lancaster Sound, and recommence his enterprise by cutt- 
ing Jones' Sound; but the possibility of his attempting 
Ids escape through this fine opening, ana the report (though 
Bomewhat vague) of a cairn of stones seen by one of ttie 
whalers on a headland within it, seems to me to render 
it highly expedient to set this question at rest by a search 
in l£is direction, including the examination of Smith's 
'Sound also." 

I beg to cite next an extract from the letter of Dr. Sir 
John Sichardson to the Secretary of the Admiralty : — 

" JSdslar JSbspital, Gosport, 7tk of February, 1850. 

" With respect to the direction in which a successful 

search may be predicated with the most confidence, very 

various opmions have been put forth ; some have supposed 

either that the ships were lost before reaching Lancaster 

Sound, or that Sir John Franklin, finding an impassable 

barrier of ice in the entrance of Lancaster Sound, may 

have sought for a passage through Jones' Sound. I do 

not feel inclined to give much weight to either conjecture. 

When we consider me strength of the JErebus and TerroTf 

calculated to resist the strongest pressure to which shipg 

navigating Baffin's Bay have been Known to be subject, in 

conjimction with the fact that, of the many whalers which 

iiave been crashed or abandoned «\nce t\i<& ^^^inmencement 

of the £BheTj, the crews, or at \ea&\) ^% ^e«.\«t ^"ttsX. ^1 

them, b&ve, in almost every caae, sia.c«ee&d\xi.T^ty3sv\i^^ 
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other sliips, or tlie Danisli settlements, we cannot believe 
that the two discovery ships, which were seen on the edge 
of the middle ice so early as the 26th of Jidy, can have 
been so suddenly and totally overwhelmed as to preclude 
some one of the intelligent officers, whose minds were pre- 
pared for every emergency, with their select crews of men, 
experienced in the ice, Irom placing a boat on the ice or 
water, and thus carrying intelligence of the disaster to one 
of the many whalers which remained for two months 
after that date in those seas, and this in the absence of 
any unusual catastrophe among the fishing vessels that 
season. 

" With respect to Jones' Sound, it is admitted by all 
who are intimately acquaiated witii Sir John Franklin, 
that his first endeavour would be to act up to the letter of 
his instructions, and that therefore he woold not lightly 
abandon the attempt to pass Lancaster Sound. From 
the logs of the whalers year after year, we learn that 
when once they have succeeded in rounding the middle 
ice, they enter Lancaster Sound with facihty: had Sir 
John Irankhn, then, gained that Sound, and from ^e 
premises we ai)pear to be fully justified in concluding that 
he did so, ana nad he afterwards encountered a compact 
field of ice, barring Barrow's Strait and Wellington Sound, 
he would then, after being convinced that he would lose 
the season in attempting to bore through it, have borne 
up for Jones' Sound, but not until he had erected a 
conspicuous landmark, and lodged a memorandum of his 
reason for deviating from his instructions. 

" The absence of such a signal-post in Lancaster Sound 
is an argument against the expedition having turned back 
from thence, and is, on the other hand, a strong support 
to the supposition that Barrow's Strait was as open in 1845 
as when Sir W. E. Parry first passed it in 1819 ; that, 
such being the case. Sir John Franklin, without delay and 
without landing, pushed on to Cape Walker, and that, 
subsequently, in endeavouring to penetrate to the south- 
west, he became involved in me drift ice, which^ there is 
reason to believe, urged by the prevailing winds and the 
set of the flood tides, is carried towards Coronation Gulf, 
through channels more or less intricate. Should he have 
found no opening at Cape Walker, he would, of course* 
have sought one farther to the west; or, finding the 
southerly and westerly opening blocked by ice> k<5k Tsa^'^eis* 
have tried a northern passage. 

**In either case, the plan of seatcb. ycQ^^^Q^iA^^'^ ^S^- 
Francia Beaufort seems to pxoyid© «^«cda^ e^et:^ c.av2»»-'" 
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gencrf , especially when taken in conjunction with Captain 
CoUinson i expedition, vid Behring's Strait, and the boat 
parties from the Mackenzie. 

*' I do not yentnre to offer an opinion on the strength or 
eqnipnent of the vessels to be employed, or other merely 
nautical questions, further than by remarking, that the 
use oi the small vessels, which forms part of Sir Francis 
Beaufort's scheme, is supported by the success of the 
early navigators with their very small craft, and the late 

fallant exploit of Mr. Shedden, in rounding Icy Cape and 
^oint BaiTOW, in the Naney Dawson yacht. 
" And further, with respect to the comparative merits 
of the paddles and screw m the Arctic seas, I beg leave 
merely to observe, that as long as the screw is immersed 
in water it will continue to act, irrespective of the tempe- 
rature of the air; but when, as occurs late in the autumn, 
the atmosphere is suddenly cooled below the freezing 
point of sea water, by a northerlj^ ^ale, whUe the sea 
itself remains warmer, the paddles will oe speedily clogged 
by ice accumulating on the floats as ihey nse through the 
aiP in evOTv revomtion. An incident recorded by Sir 
James C. Koss frimishes a striking illustration of the 
powerful action of a cold wind ; I allude to a fish having 
been thrown up by the spray against the bows of the 
Terror, and firmly frozen there, during a gale in a high 
southerly latitude. Moreover, even with the aid or a 
ready contrivance for topping tbe paddles, the flatness or 
hoUowness of the sides of a paddle steamer renders her 
less flt for sustaining pressure ; the machinery is more in 
the way of oblique beams for strengthening, and she is 
less ef^ent as a sailing vessel when uie steam is let off.** 

Mefnorandvm enclosed in I}r, 3rCormick*s Letter 
of the 1st of January, 1860. 

'^ In the month of April last, I laid before my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty a plan of search for the 
missing expedition under the command of Captain Sir 
John Eranldin, by means of a boat expedition up Jones* 
and Smith's Sounds, volimteering myself to conduct it. 

" In that plan I stated the reasons which had induced 
me to direct mv attention more especially to the openings 
at the head of Baffin's Bay, which at me time were not 
included within the general scheme of search. 

" Wellington Channel, however, of all the probable open- 
ing's mto i\iQ Polar Sea, posaeaaesthe highest degree of in- 
tw^gt, and i^ ezploraidcHL o{Vt\« oi fs^Okii^igwnsmsra^V^ 
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anoe, that I should most Tmquestionably have comprised it 
within my plan of search, had not Her Majesty s ahipe 
JEnterprise and Investiaator been employed at the time m 
Barrow's Strait for the express purpose of examining 
this inlet and Cape Walker, two of the most essentiid 
points of search m the whole track of the Erebus and 
Terror to the westward; being those points at the yeiy 
threshold of his enterprise, from which Sir John Franklin 
would take his departure from the known to the unknown, 
whether he shaped a south-westerly course from the 
latter, or attempted the passage in a higher latitude from 
the former point. 

'' The return of the sea expedition from Port Leopold, 
and the overland one from the Mackenzie Eiyer,both 
alike imsuccessful in their search, leaves the fate of the 
gallant Franklin and his companions as problematical ai 
ever ; in fact, the case stands precisely as it did two years 
ago ; the work is yet to be begun ; everything remains to 
be accomplished. 

" In renewal of the seardi in the ensuing spring, more 
would be accomplished in boats than in any other way, 
not only hj Behring's Strait, but from the eastward. 
For the difficulties attendant on icy navigation, which 
form so insuperable a barrier to tlie progress of ships, 
would be readily surmounted by boats; by means of 
which the coast Ime may be closely examined for eaims of 
stones, imder which Sir John Franklin would most indu- 
bitably deposit memorials of his progress in all prominent 
positions, as opportunities might offer. 

" The discovery of one of these mementos would, in 
all probability, anbrd a clue that might lead to the rescue 
of our enterprising countrymen, ere another and sixth 
winter close m upon them, should they be still in existence; 
and the time has not yet arrived for abandoning hope. 

" In renewing once more the offer of my services, which 
I do most cheerfully, I see no reason K>r changing the 
opinions I entertained last spring; subseouent events 
have only tended to coniirm them. I then beHeved, and 
I do so stni, after a long and mature consideration of the 
subject, that Sir John !^anklin*s ships have been arrested 
in a high latitude, and beset in the heavy polar ice north* 
ward of the Parry Islands, and that their probable Qonrse 
thither has been through the Wellington Channel, or one 
of the Sounds at the northern extremity of Ba^^'^^^w^* 

** This appears to me to be tTie onV:^ t\«^ oil ^Oa» «w 
that can in any waj account ioi ti[ie en^e i2()i«fi7D&fe o^ 

o2 
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tidings of them throughout so protracted a period of timd 
(tudess all have perished by some sudden and overwhelm- 
ing catastrophe). 

** Isolated as their position would be imder such cir- 
cumstances, any attempt to reach the continent of 
America at such a distance would be hopeless in the 
extreme: and the mere chance of any party from the 
ships reaching the top of Baffin's Bay at the very moment 
of a whaler's brief and uncertain visit would be attended 
with by far too great a risk to justify the attempt, for 
failure would ensure inevitable destruction to the whole 
party ; therefore their only alternative would be to keep 
together in their ships, should no disaster have happened 
to them, and by husbanding their remaining resources, 
eke them out with whatever wild animals may come 
within their reach. 

" Had Sir John Franklin been able to shape a south- 
westerly course from Cape Walker, as directed by his 
instructions, the probability is, some intelligence of him 
would have reached this country ere this (nearly five years 
having already elapsed since his departure from it). 
Parties would have been sent out from his ships, either 
in the direction of the coast of America or Barrow's 
Strait, whichever happened to be the most accessible. 
Esquimaux would have been fallen in with, and tidings of 
the long-absent expedition have been obtained. 

** Fauing in penetrating beyond Cape Walker, Sir John 
Franklin would have left some notice of his future inten- 
tions on that spot, or the nearest accessible one to it ;. 
and should he then retrace his course for the Wellington 
Channel, the most probable conjecture, he would not 
pass up that inlet without depositing a further account 
of his proceedings, either on the western or eastern point 
of the entrance to it. 

" Therefore, should my proposal meet with their Lord- 
ships' approbation, I would most respectfully submit, that 
the party I have volunteered to conouct should be landed 
at the entrance to the Wellington Channel, or the nearest 
point attainable by any ship that their Lordships may 
deem fit to employ in a future search, consistently with 
any other services that ship may have to perform ; and 
should a landing be effected on tne eastern side, I would 
propose commencing the search from Cape Riley or 
Beechej Island in a northerly direction, carefully ex- 
Aminiiig every remarka\)\e \ie8hd\»xidL «si^ VsA^-^t^tion of 
^&r irefiftem coast of Ii(oxt\iI)e^oTiiQ)tTCL^\si<^vvs^^^ 
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missing expedition ; I would then cross over the Welling- 
ton Cnannel, and continue the search along the northern 
shore of Comwallis Island, extending thiS exploration to 
the westward as far as the remaining portion of the season 
would permit, so as to secure the retreat of the party 
before the winter set in, retuminff either bjr the eastern 
or western side of Comwallis Island, as circumstances 
might indicate to be the most desirable at the time, after 
ascertaining the general extent and trending of the shores 
of that islaad. 

" As, however, it would be highly desirable that Jones* 
Sound should not be omitted in the search, more especially 
as a whaler, last season, reached its entrance and reported 
it open, I would further propose, that the ship conveying 
the exploring party out should look into this opening on 
her way to Lancaster Sound, if circumstances permitted 
of her doing so early in the season; and, if found to be 
free from ice, the attempt might be made by the boat 
expedition to push through it to the westward in this 
latitude; and should it prove to be an opening into the 
Polar Sea, of which I think there can be little doubt, a 
^eat saving of time and distance would be accomplished. 
Failing in this, the ship should be secured in some central 
position in the vicinity of the Wellington Channel, as a 
point (Tappui to fall back upon in the search from that 
quarter. 

(Signed) E. M'Coemick, E.N. 

" Ttcickenham, Ist of January y 1850." 



Ouiline of a Plan of an Overland Journey to the JPolar 
Sea, hy the Way <f the Coppermine River, in Search of 
Sir John Franklin's Expedition, suggested in 1847. 

" If Sir John Franklin, guided by his instructions, has 
passed through Barrow's Strait, and shaped a south- 
M'Gsterly course, from the meridian of Cape Walker, with 
the intention of gaining the northern coast of the con- 
tinent of America, and so passing through the Dolphin 
and Union Strait, along the shore of that continem^ to 
Behring's Strait; 

" His greatest risk of detention by the ice throughout 
this course would be found between the parallels of 74P 
and 69° north latitude, and the meridians of 100° and 110^ 
west longitude, or, in other words, tha.t ^cst^<3^ <2Jl *^8s» 
north-west passage which. yetTeinaMXB\raiKC^<3t^\,*^^^^ 
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ing the space between the western coast of Boothia oai^ 
one side, and Ihe island or islands forming Banks' and 
Victoria Lands on the other. 

** Should the Srehus and Terror have been beset in the 
heavy drift ice, or wrecked amongst it and the broken 
land, which in all probability exists there, whilst contend- 
ing with the prevalent westerly winds in this quarter ; 

" The Coppermine Siver would decidedly oner the most 
direct route and nearest approach to that portion of the 
Polar Sea, and, after crossing Coronation Gulf, the averao^e 
breadth of the Strait between the Continent and Victoria 
Land is only about twenty-two miles. 
. " Erom this point a careful search should be commenced 
in the direction of Banks' Land; the intervening space 
between it and VictoriaLand, occupying about five degrees, 
or little more than 300 nules, could, I think, be accom- 
plished in one season, and a retreat to winter quarters 
effected before the winter set in. As the ice in me Cop- 
permine Biver breaks up in June, the searching party- 
ought to readi the sea by the beginning of August, whi(£ 
would leave two of the best mont& of the year for 
ezplonuj^ the Polar S^ viz., August and Septemoer. 

*' As it would be highly desirable that every available 
day, to the latest period of the season, should be devoted 
to the search, I snould propose wintering on the coast in 
the vicinity of the mouth of the Coppermine Eiver, which 
would also afford a favourable position from which to re- 
commence the search in the following spring, should the 
first season prove unsuccessful. 

" Of course the object of such an expedition as I have 
proposed is not with the view of taking supplies to such 
a numerous party as Sir John Franknn has under his 
command; but to find out his position, and acquaint him 
where a dep6t of provisions would be stored up for 
himself and crews at my proposed winter quarters, where 
a party should be left to buila a house, estabhsh a fishery, 
and hunt for game, during the absence of the searching 
party. 

" To cany out this plan efficiently, the Hudson's Bay 
Company snould be requested to lend their powerful 
co-operation in fiimishing guides, supplies of pemmican, 
Ac., for the party on their route and at winter quarters. 
Without entering into details here, I may observe, that I 
should consider one boat, combining the necessary requi- 
miea in her construetion to fit her for either the river 
MSvigatioR or that of the ahoTea oi ^©"fi^Aas ^^^i,'^wsW 
te quite sufficient, with a cr©\? oueAiS^^ ^^Siox^, ^>sA >;Jaft 
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other half Canadian boatmen; the latter to be engaged at 
Montreal, for which pkce I would propose leaving Eng« 
land in the month of February. 

'' Should such an expedition even fail in its main object 
— the disooyeiY of the position of the missing ships aiul 
their crews, me long-songht-for Polar passage may be 
accomplished. 

(Signed) £. M'CosiacK, EJN^. 

" Woolwich, 1847.- 

Copy of a letter from ZdeuteTumt Skerard Oshom to the 
Lords Commimoners of the Admiralty. 

" Ealing, Middlesex, 4dh January, 1850. 

"My Lobds, — A second attempt to reach Sir John 
Franklin's expedition being about to be tried during the 
present year, I take the lil^rty of calling your attention to 
the enclosed proposition for an oyerland party to be des- 
patched to the shores of the Polar Sea, with a view to 
their traversing the short distance between Cape Bathurst 
and Banks' L^d. My reasons for thus trespassing on 
your attention are as follows : 

" 1st. General opinion places the lost expedition to the 
west of Cape Walker, and south of the latitude of Melville 
Island. 

*' The distance from Cape Bathurst to Banks' Land is 
only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it wiU be seen 
that nowhere else does the American continent approach 
so near to the supposed position of Franklin's expedition. 

" 2nd. As a starting point. Cape Bathurst oners great 
advantages ; the arrival of a party sent there from England 
' may be calculated upon to a day ; whereas the arrival of 
Captain CoUinson in the longitude of Cape Barrow, or 
that of an eastern expedition in Lancaster Sound, will 
depend upon many uncontrollable contingencies. The 
distance to be performed is comparatively httie, and the 
certaintv of bemg able to fall back upon supplies offers 
great advantages. Captain CoUinson will have 680 miles 
of longitude to traverse between Cape Barrow and Banks' 
Land. An Eastern Expedition, if opposed by the ice (as 
Sir James Boss has been), and unable to proceed in their 
vessels farther than Leopold Harbour, will have to joumejr 
on foot 330 miles to reach the longitude of Banks' La&X» 
and if any accident occur to tbftit ^ees^^ ^«^ 's^^S^?^sfe*'>a^ 
as critical a position as those ^ey eo \x> %Ci^!L. ^^ 

''3rd. Bankfi: Land bean &omC«9e^«iSHss»'^^- ^ 
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E« 302 miles, and there ii reason to beliere that in the 
summer season a portaon of this distance may be trarersed 
in boats. 

**4ih and 5th« Dr. Bichardson confirms prerioos to- 
norts of the ice being li^t on the coast east of the Mao- 
Kenjde Birer to Cape Bathnrst, and informs ns that the 
Esquimaux had seen no ice to seaward for two moons. 

'* 6th. Erery mile traversed northward by a party from 
Cape Bathurst would be orer that unknown space in which 
traces of Franklin may be expected. 

** 7th. It is adyisable that such a second party be des- 
patched from Cape Bathurst, in order that the prosecutioa 
of Dr. Bae's examination of the supposed channel between 
WoUaston and Victoria Lands may in no way be inter- 
fered with by his attention being called to the westward. 

** 8th. The cachds of provisions made at different points 
of the Mackenzie and at Cape Bathurst, would enable a 
party to push down to their starting point with great cele- 
rity direcidy the Biver 2klackenzie opens, which may be as 
early as May. 

**L would also remind your Lordships that the proposed 
expedition would carry into execution a very important 
clause in the instructions given to Sir James Boss ; viz., 
that of sending exploring parties from Banks' Land in a 
south-westerly direction towards Cape Bathurst or Cape 
Parry. 

**ln conclusion, I beg to offer my willing services 
towards the execution of the proposed plan ; and seeking 
it from no selfish motives, but thorougnly impressed with 
its feasibility, you may rest assured, my lords, should I 
have the honour of being sent upon this service, that I 
shall not disappoint your expectations. 

** I have, &c., 

(Signed) " Shebaed Osbobn, Lieut., B.N," 



Copy of a letter from Colonel Sabine, R.A., to Cajptain 

Sir W. Edtcard Parry. 

** Castle-down Terrace, Hastings, 
" 'Ixtth of January, 1850. 

** There can bo little doubt, I imagine, in the mind of 

any one who has read attentively Franklin's instructions, 

and (in reference to them) your description of the state of 

the ico imd of the navigable ^^ater in 1^1^ «.ndI820, in the 

route which, ho was ordered to wrsvue *, %\KJki\^%^A^^avsiNt, 

^w thero be a doubt in tke mma oi au^ oiift Ns\ia\\sA*Ccka 
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advantage of being with you in those years, that Franklin 
(always supposing no previous disaster) must have made 
liis way to tne south-west part of Melville Island either in 
1845 or 1846. It has been said that 1845 was an unfavour- 
able season, and as the navigation of Davis* Strait and 
Baffin's Bay was new to Franklin, we may regard it a8 
more probable that it may have taken him two seasons to 
accomplish what we accomplished in one. So far, I think, 
guided by his instructions and by the experience gained in 
1819 and 1820, we may reckon pretty confidently on tha 
first stage of his proceedings, and, doubtless, in his pro- 
gress he would have left memorials in the usual manner at 
places where he may have landed, some of which would be 
likely to fall in the wav of a vessel following in his track. 
From the west end of Melville Island our inferences as to 
his further proceedings must become more conjectural, 
being contingent on the state of the ice and the existence 
of navigable water in the particular season. K he found 
the ocean, as we did, covered to the west and south, as far 
as the eve could reach from the summit of the highest 
hills, with ice of a thickness unparalleled in any other part 
of the Polar Sea, he would, after probably waiting through 
one whole season in the hope of some favourable change, 
have retraced his steps, in obedience to the second part of 
his instructions, in order to seek an opening to the north 
which might conduct to a more open sea. In this case 
some memorial of the season passed by him at the south- 
west end of Melville Island, and also of his purpose of 
retracing his steps, would doubtless have been left by him; 
and should he subsequently have found an opening to the 
north, presenting a favourable appearance, there also, 
should circumstances have permitted, would a memorial 
have been left. 

" He may, however, have found a more favourable state 
of things at the south-west end of Melville Island than we 
did, and may have been led thereby to attempt to force a 
passage for his ships in the direct Ime of Belmng's Strait, 
or perhaps, in the first instance, to the south of that direc- 
tion, namely, to Banks' Land. In such case two contin- 
gencies present themselves: first, that in the season of 
navigation of 1847 he may have made so much progress, 
that in 1S4S he may have preferred the endeavour to push 
tbj*ough to Behring's Strait, or to some western part of 
^he continent, to an attempt to retm*n by the yf^ c>^ '^^- 
fow Strait; the mission of the Plouev, ^JJsie i.Tfwteir|T%%e> 
and the Investigator, together with T>t. "&»«?«► cx.^^c^^J2>Tlg^ 
9npp]j, I presume (for I am hut ^artiaJiiy »jco;v\»Bav^.^^^^ 
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their instmctions), the most judicious means of affoiding: 
relief in this direction. There is, however, a second c(Mh 
tingency ; and it is the one which the impression left ci 
my mind by the nature and general aspect of the ice in thfr 
twelve months which we ourselves passed at the soutii- 
west end of Melville Island, compels me, in spite of mr 
wishes, to regard as the more probable, viz., that h» 
advance from Melville Island in the season of 1847 msj 
have been limited to a distance of 50, or perhaps 100 miles 
at farthest, and that in 1848 he may have endeavoured to 
retrace his steps, but only with partial success. It is, I 
apprehend, qmte a conceivable case, that under these dr- 
oumstances, mcapable of extricating the ships from the 
ice, the crews may have been, at length, obliged to quit 
them, and attempt a retreat, not towards the continent, 
because too distant, but to Melville Island, where certainly 
food, and probably fuel (seals), might be obtained, and 
where thev would naturally suppose that vessels despatdied 
from England for their relief would, in the first instance, 
seek them. It is quite conceivable also, I apprehend, thai 
the circumstances might be such that their retreat may 
have been made without their boats, and probably in thd 
April or May of 1849. 

" Where the Esquimaux have lived, there Englishmen 
may live, and no valid argument against the attempt to 
relieve can, I think, be founded on the improbability of 
folding Englishmen alive in 1850, who may nave made a 
retreat to Melville Island in the spring of 1849 ; nor would 
the view of the case be altered in any material degree, if 
we suppose their retreat to have been made in 1848 or 
1849 to Banks' Land, which mav afford facilities of food 
and fuel equal or superior to Melville Island, and a furtJier 
retreat in the following year to the latter island as the point 
at which they would more probably look out for succour. 

" Without disparagement, therefore, to the attempts 
made in other directions, I retain my original opinion, 
which seems also to have been the opinion of the Board oi 
Admiralty, by which Ross's Instructions were drawn up, 
that the most promising direction for research would be 
taken by a vessel which should follow them to the south- 
west pomt of Melville Island, be prepared to winter there, 
and, if necessary, to send a party across the ice in April 
or May to examine Banks' Land, a distance (there and 
back) less than recently accomplished by Boss in his land 
journey. 

"I learn firom Bosses deBpatckieA,V\i&>b^i^m!^V\xcccQ^^^ 

after he got out of Port LeopoU i>S4aV^^^^«^^*^^^«^'^ 
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apparently interminable fields and floes of ice, with wbick, 
in the course of the summer, he was drifted down through 
Barrow Strait and Baffin's Bay nearly to Davis* Strait. 
It is reasonable to presume, therefore, that the localities 
from whence this ice drifted are likely to be less encom- 
bered than usual by accumolated ice in 1850. It is, of 
course, of the highest importance to reach Barrow Strait 
at the earHest possible period of the season ; and, oonnected 
with this point, I learnt &om Captain Bird, whom I had 
the pleasure of seeing here a few days ago, a very remark- 
able fact, that the ice which prevented their crossing 
BaflBn's Bay in 72° or 73° of latitude (as we did in 1819, 
arriving in Banow Strait a mcmth earHer than we had 
done the preceding year, when we went round by Mel- 
ville Bay, and n^Aj a month earHer than Boss did 
last year) was young ice, which had formed in the remark- 
ably calm summer of last year, and whidi the absence ot 
wind prevented their for^ng a passage through, on the 
one hand, whilst, on the ouier, the ice was not heavy 
enough for ice anchors. It was, he said, not more than 
two or two-and-a-half feet thick, and obviously of very 
recent formation. There must, therefore, have been an 
earlier period of the season when this part ci the sea must 
have been free from ice; and this comes in conflnnation of 
a circumstance of which I was infoimed by Mr. Petersen 
(a Danish gentleman sent to England some months ago 
by the Korthem Society of Antiquaries of Copenhagen, to 
make extracts £rom books and manuscripts in the British 
Museum), that the Northmen, who had settlements some 
centuries ago on the west coast of Greenland, were in the 
habit of crossing Baffin's Bay in the latitude of Upemavic 
in the spring of the year, for the purpose of fishing in 
Barrow Strait, from whence they returned in August; 
and that in the early months they generally founa the 
passage across &ee fiK>m ice. 

" & the preceding remarks, I have left one contingency 
unconsidered; it is that which would have followed in 
pursuance of his instructions, if Eranklin should have 
found the aspect of the ice too unfavourable to the west 
and south of M^ville Island to attempt to force a passage 
through it, and should have retraced nis steps in hopes of 
finding a more open sea to the northward, either in Wei* 
lington Strait or elsewhere. It is quite conceivable that 
here also the expedition may have encountered, at no ver^ 
great distance, insuperable difficuitiea \/o ^iktfsvs «^«sl^^« 
and mar hsve &iled in accomplishm^ ib Tetvxnv -w^ifia.^^ 
ships. In tins case, the retreat of ^e cter«^> ^^^Yfi^'^'^^^ 
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to have been made across land or ice, would most probabty 
be directed to some part of the coast on the route to Mel- 
ville Island, on which route they would, without doubti 
expect that succour would be attempted." 

Mr. Eobert A. Groodsir, a brother of Mr. H. D. Goodsir, 
the assistant-surgeon of Sir John Franklin's ship, the 
ErehuSy left Stromness, as surgeon of the Advice, whaler, 
Capt. Penny, on the 17th of March, 1849, in the hopes of 
gaining some tidings of his brother ; but returned unsuo- 
cessM after an ei^t months' voyage. He has, however, 
published a very interesting little narrative of the icy 
regions and of his Arctic voyage. 

In a letter to Lady Franldin, dated Edinburgh, 18th of 
January, 1850, he says : — " I trust you are not allowing 
yourself to become over-anxious. I know that, although 
there is much cause to be so, there is still not the slightest 
reason that we should despair. It may be presumptuous 
in me to say so, but I have never for a moment doubted 
as to their ultimate safe return, having always had a sort 
of presentiment that I would meet my brother and hit 
companions somewhere in the regions in which their adven- 
tures are taking place. This hope I have not yet ^ven 
up, and I trust that by next summer it may be fulfilled, 
wJien an end will be put to the suspense which has lasted 
eo long, and which must have tried you so much." 

The Arctic regions, far from being so destitute of animal 
life as might be supposed from the bleak and inhospitable 
character of the climate, are proverbial for the boundless 
profusion of various species of the animal kingdom, which 
are to be met with in different localities during a great 
part of the year. 

The air is often darkened by innumerable flocks of 
Arctic and blue guUs {Lestris Parasiticus, and Lartu 
^laucus), the ivory guU or snowbird (Larus ehwrneus), the 
iittiwake, the fulmar or petrel, snow geese, terns, coons, 
dovekies, &c. The cetaceous animals comprise the great 
Greenland whale {Balcena mi/sticetus), the sea unicorn, or 
narwhal (Monodon monoceros), the white whale or beluga 
(DelpMntis leucos), the morse or walrus (Trichectt^ ros- 
tnartis), and the seal. There are also plenty of porpoises 
occasionally to be met with, and although these animals 
•may not be the best of food, yet they can be eaten. Of 
the land animals I may instance the Polar bear, the musk- 
ox, the reindeer, the Arctic fox, and wolves. 

Parry obtained nearly 4JiXiO\\i^. -wev^^^ o^ animal food 
during his winter xesideiice afc 'Mj^:TiS^ft A£^asA\ ^^jcm^ 



ABUNDANCE OF ANIMAL FOOD MET WITH. 205 

nearly tlie same quantity from birds alone, when wintering 
at Port Leopold. 

In 1719, the crews of two Hudson's Bay vessels, the 
Albany and Disrovery, a ship and sloop, under the com- 
mand of Mr. Barlow and Mr. Knijgrht, were cast on shore 
on Marble Island, and it was subsequently ascertained 
that some of the party supported life for nearly three 
years. Mr. Heame learnt the particulars from some of 
the Esquimaux in 1729. The snip it appeared went on 
shore in the fall of 1719 ; the party, being then in number 
about fifty, began to build their house for the winter. As 
soon as the ice permitted in the foUowing summer the Es- 
quimaux paid them another visit, and found the number 
of sailors much reduced, and very unhealthy. 

Sickness and famine occasioned such havoc among them 
that by the setting in of the second winter, their number was 
reduced to twenty. Some of the Esquimaux took up their 
abode at this period on the opposite side of the harbour, 
and suppHed them with what provisions they could spare 
in the shape of blubber, seal's nesh, and train oil. 

The Esquimaux left for their wanderings in the spring, 
and on revisiting the island in the summer of 1721, oxlj 
five of the crews were found alive, and these were so 
ravenous for food, that they devoured the blubber and seal'& 
flesh raw as they jjurchased it of the natives, which proved 
so injurious in their weak state that three of them died in 
a few days. The two survivors, though very weak, 
managed to bury their comrades, and protracted their 
existence for some days longer. 

" They frequently,' in the words of the narrative, "went 
to the top of an adjacent rock, and earnestly looked to the 
south and east, as if in expectation of some vessels coming 
to their relief. After continuing there a considerable 
time, and nothing appearing in sight, they sat down close 
together and wept bitterly. At length one of the two 
died, and the other's strength was so far exhausted, that 
he fell down and died also in attempting to dig a grave for 
his companion. The skulls and other large bones of these 
two men are now lying above ground close to the house." 

Sir John Eichardson, speaking of the amount of food to 
be obtained in the Polar region, says, " Deer migrate over 
the ice in the spring from the main shore to Victoria and 
Wollaston Lands in large herds, and return in the autumn. 
These lands are also the breeding places of vast flocks q£ 
«now geese ; so that with ordinary »^nX\.\ii'Wx^cfli'^, ^X^st^ 
supply of food might be procured ou^i^aft\t ^Qx^s^/'vsv^is^^ 
months of June, July, and August. ^e«^a «c^ «^^^ Tsssaaa- 
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rons in those seas, and are easilj shot, their cwriotaij ren- 
dering them a ready prey to a boat party." In these ways 
and by fishing, the stock of provisions mi^kfe be gtetkij 
augmented — and we have the recent example of Idr. Sae^ 
who passed a severe winter on the very Darren shores of 
Sepmse Bay, with no other fuel than the withered tnfts of 
a herbaceous andromada, and maintained a nnmeroos 
party on the spoils oi the chase alone for a whole year. 
Such instances forbid us to lose hope. Should Sir J<^ 
iFrauMin's provisicms bec(»ne so far inadequate to a win* 
ter's consumption, it is not likely that he would remain 
longer by his ships, but rather that in one body, or m 
several, the officers and crews, with boats cut down so as 
to be light enough to drag over the ice, or built express^ 
for that purpose, would endeavour to make their way east- 
ward to JJancaster Sound, or southward to the main land, 
according to the longitude in which the ships were ar> 
rested. 

We ought not to judge of the supplies of £x>d that can 
be procured in the Arctic regions by diligent hunting, 
irom the quantities that have been actually obtained on 
the several expeditions that have returned, and oonse^ 
quently of the means of preserving life there. When 
tiiere was abundance in the ships, the address and energy 
of the hunting parties was not likely to be called forth, as 
they would inevitably be when the existence of the crews 
depended soMy on their personal efforts, and formed 
their chief or only object in their march towards quarters 
where relief might be looked for. This remark has 
reference to the supposition that on the fedlure of the 
stock of provisions in the ships, the crews would in separate 
parties under their officers seek for succour in several 
directions. 

With an empty stomach the power of resisting external 
cold is greatly mipaired; but when the process of digestion 
is going on vigorously, even with comparatively scanty 
clothing, the heat of the body is preserved. There is in 
the winter time, in high latitudes, a craving for fat or 
oleaginous food, and for such occasions the fiesh of seals, 
walrusses, or bears, forms a useful article of diet. Cap* 
tain Cook says that the walrus is a sweet and wholesome 
article of food. Whales and seals would also furnish light 
and fuel. The necessity for increased food in very cold 
weather, is not so ^reat when the people do not work. 

Mr, Gilpin, in his l^arratwe in \k<& ^saticaL Magaziiia 
:for Marohf 1850, writes thus \— 
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** About the 20th of June a small water bird, called the 
doveky, had become so numerous, and so many were 
daily shot by those who troubled themselves to go after 
them, that shooting parties from each ship, consisting of 
an officer and marine, were established at Whaler Point, 
where they remained the whole week, retcoming on board 
on Saturday night. In a week or so after this the coon, 
a much heavier bird, became more plentiful than the little 
doveky, and from this time to the middle of August, so 
successful and untiring were our sportsmen, that the crew 
received each a bird per man a day. 

" The account kept on board the Investigator showed the 
number of birds killed to have amounted to about 4000, 
and yielding near 25001bs. of meat. But more than this 
was obtained, as many were shot by individuals for amuse- 
ment, and not always noted." 

Mr. Goodsir, surgeon, when in the Advice whaler, on 
her voyage up Lancaster Sound, in the summer of 1849, 
speaking of landing on one of the Wollaston Islands, on 
the west side of Navy Board Inlet, says he disturbed 
about half a dozen pairs of the eider duck (Somateria 
moUissima). Their eggs he found to be within a few 
hours of maturity. There were besides numerous nests, 
the occupants of which had probably winged their way 
southwards. Two brent geese (Anser bemicla), and a 
single pair of arctic terns {Stertia arctica), were most 
Tociferous and courageous in defence of their do'vt-ny 
ofispruig wherever he approached. These were the only 
birds he saw, with the exception of a solitary raven 
iCorvus corax) not very high overhead, whose sharp and 
yet musically bell-like croak came startling upon the ear. 

Mr. Snow, in his account of the voyage of the Prince 
Albert, p. 162, says (speaking of Mel^e Bay, at the 
northern head of Baffin s Bay), " Innumerable quantities 
of birds, especially the little auk {Alca alle) and the 
doveky {ColymhusQrylle)^ were now seen (August 6th) in 
every direction. They were to be observe!! in thousands, 
on the wing and in the water, and often on pieces of ice, 
where they were clustered together so thict that scores 
might have been shot at a time by two or three fowling 
pieces." 

In passing up Lancaster Sound a fortnight later several 
shoals of eider ducks and large quantities -^ other biniis 
were also seen. See ante, p. &, et seq^ 
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A BALLAD OF SIR JOHN FRANKLni. 

** The ice was here, the ice was there, 
The ice was all wconad.**— Coleridge. 

Whither sail 70a, Sir John Franklin ? 

Cried a whaler in Baffin's Bay ; 
To know if between the land and ttie Pole, 

I may find a broad sea-way. 

I charge you back. Sir John Franklin, 

As you would live and thrive, 
For between the land and the frozen Pole 

No man may sail aliye. 

But lightly laughed the stout Sir John, 

And spoke unto his men ; — 
"EaUf England is wrong, if he is right -, 

Bear off to westward then. 

O, whither sail you, brave Englishman ? 

Cried the little Esquimaux. 
Between your land and the polar stair 

SJy goodly vessels go. 

Gome down, if you would Journey there. 

The little Indian said ; 
And change your cloth for fur clothing, 

Your vessel for a sled. 

But lightly laughed the stout Sir John, 
And the crew laughed with him too ; 

A sailor to change from ship to sled, 
I ween, were something new ! 

All through the long, long polar day, 

The vessels westward sped ; 
And wherever the sail of Sir John was b!ov/r.. 

The ice gave way and fled. 

Gave way with many a hollow groan. 

And with many a surly roar; 
But it murmured and threatened on eyiry i'lC.f, 

And closed where he sailed before. 

Ho ! see ye not, my merry men, 

The broad and open sea? 
Bethink ye what the whaler said, 
Bethink ye of the little Indian's sled I 

The crew laughed out in glee. 

Sir John, Sir John, 'tis bitter cold. 

The scud drives on the breeze. 
Hie ice comes looming fh)m the North, 

The very sunbeams freeze. 

Bright Summer goes, dark Winter comet — 

We 3annot rule the j^^x\ 
But long ere Summei*a son. goea ^ovm. 

On yonder sea we*\\ Btect. 
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The dripping icebergs dipped and rose, 

And floundered down the gale ; 
The ships were staid, the yards were mannecU 

And furled the useless sail. 

The Summer's gone, the Winter's come. 

We sail not on yonder sea ; 
Why sail we not, Sir John Franklin? 

—A silent man was he. 

The Winter goes, the Summer comes. 

We cannot rule the year ; 
I ween, we cannot rule the ways. 

Sir John, wherein we'd steer. 

The tfuel ice came floating on, 

And closed beneath the lee. 
Till the thickening waters dashed no more» 
*Twas ice around, behind, before — 

My God ! there is no sea ! 

What think you of the whaler now ! 

What of the Esquimaux? 
A sled were better than a ship, 

lo cruise through ice and snow. 

Down sank the baleful crimson sun « 

The northern-light came out. 
And glared upon the ice*bound ships. 

And shook its spears about. 

The snow came down, storm breeding 8t0£iil» 

And on the decks was laid; 
Till the weary sailor, sick at heart. 

Sank down beside his spade. 

Sir John, the night is black and long. 

The hissing wind is bleak; 
The hard, green ice is strong as death i — 

I prithee, captain, speak. 

The night is neither bright nor short. 

The singing breeze is cold. 
The ice is not so strong as hope, 

The heart of man is bold 1 

What hope can scale this icy wall. 

High over the main flag-staff? 
Above the ridges the wolf and bear ' 

Look down with a patient, settled 

Look down on us and laugh. 

The Summer went, the Winter came— 

We could not rule the year ; 
But Oummer will melt the Ice fih|s^^ 
And open a path to the nmn^ ma^ 

Whereon oar shipB sli«(XI«tftet« 

P 
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The Winter went, the Summer went. 

The Winter oame around ; 
But the hard, green iee was strong as deaths 
And the Toice of hope sank to a breath. 

Yet caught at every sound. 

Hark ! heard you not the sound of gnnir 

And there, and there again ? 
*Tis some uneasy iceberg's roar. 

As he turns in the frozen main. 

Hurra ! hurra ! the Esquimaux 

Across the iee-flelds steal : 
GU>d give them grace Ibr their cfaari^ I 

Ye pray for the silly seal. 

Sir John, where are the English fields. 
And where the English trees, 

And where are the litUe Englit^ flowetf^. 
That open in the breeze ? 

Be still, be stiU, my brave sailors ! 

You shall see the fields again. 
And smell the scent of tlM opening fiow^en^ 

The grass, and the waving grain. 

Oh ! when diall I see my orphan child P 

My Mary waits for me ; 
Oh I when shall I see my old mother* 

And pray at her trembling knee ? 

Be still, be still, my brave sailors t 
Think not such thoughts again I 

But a tear froze slowly on his cheek- 
He thought of Lady Jane. 

Ah ! bitter, bitter grows the cold. 
The ice grows more and more ; 

More settled stare the w(^ and bear» 
More patient than before. 

Oh ! think yon, good Sir John FranklilU 

We'll ever see the land ? 
'Twas cruel to send us here to starve. 

Without a helping hand. 

Twas cruel. Sir John, to s^id us hen, 

Ho far from hdp or home ; 
lo «carve and freeze on this lonely seai 
I ween, the Lords of the Admiralty 

Had rather send than come. 

Oh I whether w« starve to death alone« 

Or sail to our own country. 
We have dona what man has never 
The open ooain dKnoedVa Ui% 

We pasMd Um5 1S(0EttwfEa «Mh\ 
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THE OOYSBNMENT AND FBIYATS SEASCHINQ- SXFBDITI0V8 

AFTBB SIB JOHN FBANKLIN. 

I sliall now proceed to furnish an account of the prin- 
cipal researclies which, have been made to ascertain the 
fate of Franklin's vessels, merely premising that it will be 
as brief as is consistent with intelligibleness. 

Early in January, 1850, the JSrUerprise, Captain Col- 
linson, and the Investigator, Captam M'Clure, again, 
started to pursue the search. They passed through tiie 
Strait of Magellan in Aprils and made for the Sand- 
wich Islands, which the JSntermise left on the 30th of 
June. The Investigator arrived there three days after, 
and pursued her course to Behring's Strait, reaching 
Cape Lisbume, within the Strait, after an unparaUelea 
passage of only twenty-six days. The Janterprise 
pushed to seventy miles eastward of Point Barrow, 
when she was stopped by the ice ; and the difficulty of 
finding a harbour mduced Captain Collinson to return, 
and winter at Hong Kong; which he again left in 
April, 1851, to prosecute wjd search. Meantime, the 
Investigator, after having quitted Cape Lisbume, was 
seen both by the Herald and Plover, for the last time, 
on the 5th August, 1850, under press of canvas, with a 
strong south-west wind. To a signal of recall, she is 
reported to have replied — " Important duty ;" " Own 
responsibility." After a long protracted struggle with 
the ice, the Investigator wintered, in 1850-51, in a 
newly discovered strait, between Banks' Land and Prince 
Albert's Land ; and, by a journey over the ice, Melville 
Island was reached from the west, and a communication 
opened with the ships sent from the east, as will be found 
detailed in subsequent pages. 

The efibrts begun thus early in 1850 were vigorously 
followed up in the spring of the same year ; severs! vessels 
started to renew the search by way of Laiicaster Sound. 
Captain Austin, in the Resolute, and Captain Ommanney, 
in the Assistance, attended by two screw steamers, the 
Intrepid, Lieutenant Cator, and the Pioneer, Lieutenant 
Osborne. The veteran, Sir John Boss, volunteered, aided 
by the Hudson's Bay Company, to join the search in his 
yacht, the Felix. Captain Penny, aa cr^^tvews.^^ ^^^v!-, 
mander in the whaling service, xeoew^ cst^^c^^^p-'^^^^ 
Admiralty to equip two vesaeAa, ^^ Lain ^ESpa-iOtUiw^^^ 

s 2 
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a tender, the Sophia, in charge of Captain Stewart. And 
that no portion of the polar regions might be left mi- 
searched, Lady Franklin herself, by her private means, 
sent a small schooner, the Prince Albert, m command of 
Captain Forsyth, B.N., to examine Begent Inlet, for 
which the other vessels had not provided j so that, in the 
summer of 1850, not less than eight British vessels 
were assembled within Lancaster Sound, besides the two 
American schooners, the Advance, Lieutenant de Haven, 
and the Rescue, Lieutenant Griffin ; which the munificent 
liberality of Mr. Grinnel, of New Fork, had contributed 
to this noble object ; upon which at least fourteen vessels 
were thus employed in the Arctic seas. 

In the autumn. Captain Forsyth having found Hegent 
Inlet blocked up with ice, returned to England, bringing 
tidings of some traces of Franklin's expedition having 
been discovered at Point Biley, at the mouth of WeC 
lington Channel ; and also a rumour picked up by Sir John 
£os8*s Esquimaux interpreter, respecting an attack of 
treacherous natives on certain ships at one of the many 
places called Ommanak, to which little or no credence 
has been g^ven. 

The various searching vessels got into winter quarters 
in the bays of ComwfOlis Land, and Griffith Island, at 
the southern extremity of Wellington Channel, excepting 
the American ones, which being caught in the pack ice, 
were drifting helplessly during the whole winter ; and 
carried a linear distance of more than 1000 miles, not 
being liberated till they were south of Cape Walsingham, 
in Saffin's Bay, in the month of June, 1851. Captain 
Austin's ships were locked in the ice for nearly a year. 

In the early spring, the travelling parties from tne ships 
began their operations over the ice, and thoroughly 
searched the shores north and south of Barrow's Strait, 
to the amount, in the aggregate, of over 2000 miles. 
Captain Ommanney visited Cape WaJker, and the land 
trending west, up to 100° 42' W., and was gone from his 
vessel sixty days. During some of this time the thermo- 
meter indicated a temperature of 71° below the freezing 
point. Captain Ommanney gives his decided opinion, that 
vessels would be unable to navigate along the coast he 
explored, from the appearance of fixed ice and shoals, and 
from the southerly trending of the land where it was sup- 
posed to lie in a westerly direction. Another sledge party 
travelled along the eastern elioie oi ^•d\KsA, ^x!^&T«don 
the west aide by Captain Otnm«nney*ii ^«s\:^ . TSV^^mcwsocrj 
in the tiermoxneter caxriedby ^iooa igwVy -^^ ii^^^isSt^ 
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frozen : and their chronometer was stopped from exces- 
sive cold. In this travelling sails were occasionally 
hoisted on the sledges, and large kites were also attached. 
When the wind was high, these aids propelled the sledge 
very rapidly, and the whole of the party then rode; but when 
the wind fell, the sledges, with tneir provisions and stores, 
had to be dragged by main force over the ice by the men 
harnessed to them. 

Another party examined ComwaUis Island, which lies 
on the western side of Wellington Channel, Bathurst 
Island^ Byam Martin Island ana Straits, and the coast 
north-west of Bathurst Island, to the 76° lat. 

Lieutenant Osborn reached in the same direction to 
100° 25'. Lieutenant M*Clintock visited Winter Harbour, 
in Melville Island, and rounded Cape Dundas into Liddon 
Gulf, as far as Bushnan Cove, returning across the island 
to Winter Harbour, bringing back as a trophy part of the 
broken cart-wheel left by Sir E. Parry, in 1820. This 
extraordinary journey, which occupied eighty days, and 
involved a distance of 760 miles, gave no traces of the 
missing navigators, but produced unmistakable evidence 
of the great abundance of animal life on the Parry Islands, 
for the travellers fell in with a great number of hares, 
deer, and musk oxen, bears and foxes, as well as birds in 
great abundance. They travelled when the cold was so 
intense that bottles of water, carried by the men in their 
breasts, froze after an hour or so ; salt pork broke like suet, 
and rum thickened. 

Other parties examined the islands lying east of Mel- 
ville Island, with the like ill success. 

Sledge parties from Captain Penny's vessels proceeded 
up Wellington Channel, to examine both its sides. On 
tne 30th May, Captain Stewart, commanding one of these 
parties, arrived at a northern dividing channel, which 
leads from Wellington into Queen Victoria's Channel. 
Here, to his great astonishment, he found an open sea ; 
but unfortunately, the want of a boat stopped his further 
progress. Ducks and sea-fowl, of various kinds, were 
swimming on the water, and snipe were flying about the 
beach. The entrance to Wellington Strait was barred 
against the entrance of vessels by a firm and impassable 
barrier of ice, the evident accumulation of several seasons. 
Captain Penny's party discovered and explored QjxeftXjL^ 
Channel, which is, without doubt, a Tg>TcAoTi^iB»>cvQra. q?1"^ ^- 
lington Strait into the great "PoVm "B^m. ^^i.*vJcba.\^«^ 
channel Penny met with wood and oVkex ^^"^^"^^^^.^S^ji 
stances adrift, and polar bears, deex, ^«kvx^^^, «a^^ 
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in great ntunbers. It is Higlily probable that FrankliA 
has passed north through this passage. 

Some jealousies and petty differences having taken 
place between the naval commander of the expedition. 
Captain Austin, and the civilian, Mr. Penny, the latter 
was induced to return home in the autumn of 1851. Sir 
John Eoss followed shortly after; and Captain Austin 
and his ships arrived on the 7th October, after an absence 
£rom Englaud of about eighteen months. 

The .Ajaerican expedition consisted of two briganlines, 
the Advance, of 144 tons, and the Besctte, of 91 tons. 
They left New York on the 25th May, 1850. The un- 
fortunate result of their ice-drift I have already alluded 
to. With the exceptions of Captain Back and Sir James 
Soss, there is no other like record of a Polar drift, and 
tibis is without parallel as to distance and exposure. 

On Sept. 13, 1851, Griffith's Island, the greatest westing, 
was observed by the Advance and the JRescue, when they 
attempted to return, but were frozen in opposite Welling- 
ton Channel. Then commenced the nortnem drift, and 
the vessels were carried to 75° 30' — ^the greatest northing 
ever yet attained in that meridian of latitude. After- 
wards, about the latter end of November, they re-entered 
Lancaster Sound, under the influence of the drift. 

The ice then closed upon them, and they were amid all 
the horrors of a Polar winter, but it was subject to re- 
peated disruptions effected by wind, storm, or drift. 
During the months of November, December, January, and 
February, the darkness was perpetual (a Polar night) — and 
the discomfort of such a home, thus ice-bound, can be 
better imagined than described. 

The men were then prepared with knapsacks for any 
immediate emergency, no one knowing when the fearful 
pressure of the ice would crush the little barks. Previous 
to this, however, and preparatory for it, the Rescue was 
deserted, about November 5, to save fuel, &c., the ther- 
mometer being 40° below zero. 

Meantime constant exposure to wet and cold here in- 
troduced scurvy, and in a short time, notwithstanding the 
usual preventives, the disease assumed in some cases an 
alamung form. Lieut, de Haven became severely afflicted, 
but by pouring hot water on dried apples, with some sea- 
soning of lemon juice, a preparation for a drink was 
made, wiiich soon restored the nealth of Hie officers and 
crew, 
laent. de Haren*s waa the moat awct^ i^^a^« wA 
•fforded a singular illtiBtratiaa ol cfne oi ^^ ^^wa^aM^^^ 
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tnres of tlie disease. A small wound on his finger, made 
when a school-boj, and many years ago healed and for- 
gotten, was reopened by the disease. 

In the spring (May) the Bescue was recovered with the 
loss of bowsprit ana cutwater. Both vessels had with- ( 
stood the crashing of the ice wonderfully well. Their 
small size enabled them to rise when the crushing began, 
and their prodigious strength saved them from l^ing de- 
stroyed by the pressure. 

On the 13th of January, 1851, they entered BafBn's 
Bay (the Rescue then invisible), and drifted out of sight of 
land, being about 90 miles off. 

June 10. — They emerged from the ice, after over nine 
months drifting m it, (about 300 days,) during all which 
time they had been imprisoned, without tibie power to get 
out. During this time they calculated they had drifted 
full 1060 miles. 

Lieut, de Haven determined to proceed north after he 
had emerged from the ice, in June, as before stated ; but 
in his effort to paas through the Melville Bay barrier he 
was, July 25, again beset with ice, and frozen up. 

The icebergs were more numerous than ever known 
before at that time, and he became enveloped in them. 
He was in the midst of a grand, magnificent circus of ice- 
bergs, the amphitheatre of whidi was 200 feet high. 

From this miprisonment he escaped August 19, when 
the north winds olew him out. Then, after refreshing at 
the Greenland ports, he set sail for the United States. 

Ml, E^ane, the sureeon to this expedition, and one of 
the most intelligent ofthe various recent Arctic explorers, 
was very sangume that Franklin might yet be found. 

" 1 shoulU say (he observes, m a letter to Mr. Grinnell) 
that he is now to be sought for north and west of Com- 
wallis Island. As to the chance of the destruction of the 
party by the casualties of ice, the return of our own party, 
after something more than the usual share of them, is the 
only fact that 1 can add to what we knew when we set out. 
The snow hut, the fire and light from the moss lamp fed 
with blubber, the seal, the narwhal, the white whale, 
and occasionally abundant stores of migratory birds, would 
sustain vigoroiu life. The scurvy, the worst visitation of 
explorers, deprived of permanent quarters, is more rare 
in the depths of a Polar winter than in the milder weather 
of the moist summer, and our two littlfi v««&«^& csi^^:^xa^- 
tered both seasons without losmg a insai'^ 

During ike months of June, SxiW, kxigM^*^ ^''^.SaSU. 
tember, 1852, Br. John Bae was eTigas^S, mbbwi witfss* 
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from tho Hudson's Bay Conmany, in examining the coasts 
of Victoriia and Wollaston Islands and Dease and Simp- 
son's Straits. During tlie tliree months he was absent, he 
supported his party of seventeen men ahnost entirely on the 
animal food they obtained, which was abundant ; the dry 
meat they had with them being principally ^ven to thenr 
dogs. 'Jliey fell in with bears, deer in high condition, 
large flocks of geese, golden plovers, and quantities of 
salmon. 

Twenty-one deer were shot on the coast, and many more 
could have been killed, if necessary. 

A distance of nearly 1100 miles was surveyed. 

In October, 1852, the Prince Albert arrived at Aber- 
deen from a voyage of seventeen months duration in the 
Arctic regions. Tms little vessel had been fitted out a second 
time, for that quarter, principally at the expense of Lady 
Franklin; and, although some geographical discoveries 
were made, nothing was accomplished towards the main 
objects of the voyage. A sledge party from this vessel 
traversed a distance of nearly 12(X) miles, during which they 
visited Cape Walker, and the north coast of Somerset 
Land; ^ _ 

By the accounts received from Behrings Strait, to 

August, 1852, Commander Maguire had taken the Plover 
up safely into a harbour at Cape Barrow, which he 
named Moore Harbour ; being situate further north, it 
was better adapted for watching and communicating with 
the exploring vessels, or parties from them. After a 
minute examination of about 1000 lbs. of the preserved 
meats on board this vessel, supplied by Mr. Goldner, it 
was found in a pulpy, decayed, and putrid state, and to- 
tdly unfit for men's food, and 10,570 lbs. were, therefore, 
thrown overboard into the sea, as a nuisance, in July 
last. 

It is satisfactory, however, to find animal life equally 
abundant in this sea as in other parts of the Arctic regions; 
and the commander states, that after entering the ice, on 
their approach to Point Barrow, they foimd the sea lite- 
rally covered with birds, most of them excellent eating, and 
the crews were nearly supplied with them from two guns in 
each boat ; about 100 loons being obtained daily. When 
skinned they eat very well, and one for each man made a 
good mess for the day. Further to the southward the 
walrus was numerous, and, to the northward, seals were 
lound in great abundance. "Diiit^oo^ 's^j** naat with, 
&lthonfrh not bo plentafal as at IBoxt C\«xews» wA ^wxifc 
o^er places. 
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Moore Harbour is about 500 miles in adrance of the 
JPlover's old winter quarters; Point Barrow lies about 
156° W. long, the westernmost extremity of Melville 
Island ; the farthest point yet reached by the expeditions 
working through Lancaster Sound, is in about 115° lonj^. 
W. ; consequently there yet lies between the advanced 
posts of expeditions working west, and those working east, 
about 40 degrees of longitude unexplored. Banks* Land 
remains unexplored between the 110th and 120th degrees 
longitude ; but all the coasts in the vicinity of the common 
course of Arctic navigators, that is, through Baffin's Bay, 
Lancaster Soimd, Barrow's Strait, thence westerly as far 
as Melville Island, the shores of Boothia Gulf and Eegent 
Inlet, Peel Soimd, and the coasts of Prince of Wales* 
Laud, Eussell Island, of which Cape Walker forms the 
north eastern promontory, and all the Arctic coasts of 
the continent of North America, have been thoroughly 
searched. 

The Isabel screw schooner of 170 tons and 30-horse 
power, fitted and provisioned for a five years' cruise^ 
naving in June, 1852, through the failure of Captain 
Beatson's intended expedition to Behrinff*s Strait, been 
thrown upon the hands of Lady Franklin, that lady 
offered the vessel to Commander Inglefield, R.N., for 
service, in any route he might consider most judicious. 
Captain Inglefield left England in July, to explore the 
head of Baffin's Ba^, and examine its large sounds and 
straits, and accomplished in four months more than any 
other arctic navigator had done. By this voyage Whale 
Sound was pretty clearly ascertained to be an entrance 
into the Polar Sea; and the commander of the Isabel 
believes he had actually entered the Great Basin, and 
was checked in his course towards Behring's Strait ^by 
continued heavy gales, which drove him back into Whale 
Sound. This sound lies in the north-east part of Baffin's 
Bay. The Isabel then penetrated Jones' Sound on the west 
side of Baffin's Bay as far west as the 84th degree of longi- 
tude ; but meeting with no traces of Frankhn, the vessel 
was then steered to communicate with Sir E. Belcher's 
squadron at Beechey Island, and returned home. 

On the 25th of August, after having been blown back 
three times, Captain Inglefield entered Whale Sound. 
Twenty-five miles inside this opening in the coast he 
found a settlement of natives, who were strong, heaitlv^^ 
and vigorous, having an ample atote oi "NAxiWVict «xA '^^t^a. 
hid by in their winter unaergro^nid \i"OT^^. ^^«^ ^^^^^ 
numerous doga and sledges. A-Sceu^Ti^ ^^'si caaai.«aR«k '^^ 
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nfisjlj 1,000 feet, he found that the north side of the 
Sound was comiK)sed of a group of islands, some of con- 
siderable dimensions. Two small openings, so marked af; 
least on the charts, were discovered to be eztensiye inlets 
stretching away to the northward and north eastward. 
Par as the eye could reach an unbroken horizon met the 
gaze, and no sign of ice or obstruction into an open strait 
or inland sea cmdd be detected. These two inlets were 
named after Sir Eodenck Murchison and Sir Francis 
Beaufort. Taking advantage of the open state of the ice. 
Captain Inglefield dashed Doldly on to the northward, 
in the direction of Smith's Sound^ making Gape AleTandeor 
on the 26th. 

"We had no sooner," says the commander, "fairly 
opened the Sound, than I involuntarily exclaimed, tins 
must lead into the great Polynia of the jBussians ; and as 
the eye strained forward into the dear expanse of appa- 
rently open water, which now occupied from seven to eight 
points of the compass due north of our position, I could 
not but admit to my own mind that a great sea was 
beyond. 

" This strait marked so narrow on our charts, by mea- 
surement! found to be about thirty-six miles across, and now 
I pushed eagerly on to a further view of this noble inlet.** 
The natural snow-clad aspect of the bleak cliffs that 
surround the head of the bay, seemed changed by the 
presence of a more genial clime, the side of Cape Alex- 
ander itself being streaked with bright green grasses and 
moss, and the neighbouring hills to the northward were 
black instead of snow-capped, evidently of secondary for- 
mation. The discoveries made by Captain Inglefield com- 
prise 600 miles of new coast line. He also remained 
within the arctic circle two months later than the Govem- 

, ment expedition under Captain Austin the previous year, 
having reached it three months later; and yet accom- 
plishea (independent of sailing) 1,474 miles under steam, 

' oringing home with him still sixty-six tons of fuel. 

Sir Francis Beaufort, the hydrographer to the Ad- 
miralty, in his report, speaking of these important surveys 
performed, says of Smith's Sound, " This may well be 
called a valuable discovery, for Baffin merely saw a break 
in the coast, and Boss ana Parry could only just perceive 
the looming of the mountains at the distance or ninety 
miles. 

"Jfurchison Strait was Wkem^e «xiot\i^T important 
geographical discovery, for "^WLe ^o\3Ji^,Vi^^NW^\x,\^ 

-^sonnected, was supposed to be onV.^ a. dee^ ^oT^fi\«jt«^ 
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it now appears to be a wide pasfnge^ and to be the lixniti 
of the contixient of Greenland. 

*' In the third place, the ice having prevented Captain 
Austin from entering J^ones' Sonnd, but which seemed to 
him to be only a deep bay, now turns out to be another 
<;hannel to the northward, through the great cluster of 
Parry Islands." 

The results of this interesting voyage have furnished 
many facts possessing an im|K)rtcmt beanngon the present 
and ^ture searching expeditions ; and coimrm the follow- 
ing opinions thrown out by Mr. Petermann. 

1. That Sir John Franklin has not been wrecked, and 
has not perished in the northern part of Baffin's Bay, and 
along its western shore. 

2. That the Polar Seas even in very high latitudes, are 
perfectly navigable during a certain perioa of the year. 

3. That this period of navigableness in the comparatively 
high latitudes is not in the middle of summer, (when the 
seas through which access is to be had are usually encum- 
bered with ice,) but at the end of the summer season, 
or at its beginning, before the great ice masses are 
dislodged from the coast and drifted southward. 

4. That certain animals, fit for food, are more or less 
abundant even in tibe highest latitudes. 

Bearing the precedii^ points in mind, and assuming 
that Sir J. Franldin has gone up Wellington Channel, and 
there found before him a sea of considerable extent, and 
navigable like that to the north of Baffin's Bav, l^e quei- 
tion arises, how is it possible that nine years have now 
passed without Sir John Franklin's having been able 
to pass out of that sea into the sea situated to the 
north of Behring's Strait, in the direction of either the 
American or the Siberian shores? The most feasible 
solution of this question that suggests itself to me, is 
that a tract of land may have mtherto prevented his 
progress in that region. There are reasons for con- 
lecturing that such a tract of knd may extend from the 
land seen by Captain £dllett, to the north of Behring's 
Straits, as rar as the eastern coasts of Greenland, wiUi- 
out a single opening. At ail events it admits of scarcely 
any doubt that the sea to the north of Baffin's Bay can 
have no connexion with the Polar Basin, nor even with 
the sea beyond. 

All this has been done, an immense line o£ <^«s^ Sss^i^i^ 
tigated, and yet the question is liofe «fcXi «^ t«^» "Va. 
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October, 1854, the officers and crew of Sir Edward Bel- 
cher's squadron arrived home, with Captain M'Clure and 
the crew of the Investigator, The Assistance and Resolute, 
with their tenders, Fioneer and Intrepid and the Investi- 
gator, were so finnly blocked up in the ice, that it was 
found impossible to liberate them; and after making ad 
secure, tney were abandoned by Sir Edward Belcher** 
orders, and. their officers and crews arrived home in the 
Phoenix, North Star, and Talbot store ships, which had 
been sent to their rehef. During the whole of her pe- 
rilous voyage of nearly four years, the Investigator lost 
but one officer and five men out of a crew of sixty-five. 

nOPES AND FEAES, AND COFBSE OF OPERATIONS FOLLOWED 
FOE TEBMINATING THE SEABCH. 

In an ably written and interesting letter from Lady 
Franklin to the President of the United States, expressing 
her sincere and profound gratitude for the service which 
has already been rendered to the Arctic cause by the 
United States Government, she says, " The result of the 
late operations of the allied squadrons, though falling short 
of our hopes and expectations, are neither insignificant nor 
devoid of great encouragement for the future. They prove, 
in the first place, that the missing ships escaped all the 
catastrophes which the faint-hearted and despairing had 
predicted of them in their outward voyage, and arrived in 
safety at the first winter quarters, where were the graves 
of those men belonging to the discovery ships, and buried, 
apparently with great care and decorum ; attesting that 
the sliips' companies were not only in life, but, as other 
unmistakeable signs combine to prove, in circumstances of 
security, comfort, and plenty, and full of vigour. Again, 
the future field of searcn has been narrowed, and the ex- 
ploration of Captain Austin's officers over the ice, carried 
on with a spirit and perseverance which makes me proud 
that they are my countrvmen, having shown that our ships 
coidd not have pursued a south-west course ; while the 
discoveries of Captain Penny, conducted with equal energy 
and spirit, in a north-west direction, leave no room to 
doubt that the clear water he there came upon was the first 
opened by my husband's ships, and that they pursued their 
way towards Behring's Strait ii^ a high northern latitude. 
Thus our future efforts have a more confined and definite 
a/zz2. Hi may be affirmed that t\ift \o^t Ti<a:M'\^^\jcst^ ^^ now 
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to be looked for with every hope of success, in the space 
lying between 100° and 180° of west longitude and any 
parallel of latitude north of 75°. It would appear, therefore, 
that to secure the completeness of the search, it should be 
commenced simultaneously at both ends, and that no single 
expedition going up Wellington Channel should be con- 
sidered to nave exhausted its work till it emerged in 
Behring's Strait, or, in other words, accomplished a north- 
west passage ; nor any expedition starting from Behring's 
Strait deem its object attained till it comes out in Wel- 
lington Channel or JBaflSn's Bay ; or, in other words, per- 
formed the north-west passage. We derive infinite com- 
fort from the proofs which the late expeditions have given 
us, that considerable resources exist in those northern 
portions of the Arctic regions which have now been ap- 
proached, for the support of human life, and very satisfac- 
tory, also, is the additional experience gained in confirma- 
tion of all former evidence, that the Arctic climate is in 
itself favourable to health, and that the loss of life attend- 
ing the expeditions is, in spite of the risks and accidents 
incidental to them, far less than the average in any other 
quarter of the globe. With these facts before us, and with 
no proof or even sign of any sudden calamity having over- 
taken them and cut short their progress, it seems not pre- 
sumptuous, but within the bounds of a reasonable and 
modest calculation of probabilities, to conclude the lost 
navigators have only not been found because they were 
alreSy beyond the reach of the efiPorts which have been 
made to come upon their track, limited as their efforts have 
hitherto been to the duration of a single season. The 
discovery ships were years ahead of s& their pursuers, 
and, while the latter had advanced hardly beyond the 
starting post, they were struggling towards the goal. If 
misfortune has indeed overwhelmed them, — ^and how shall 
I dare refuse to believe in such a possibiliW P — it has been 
in the strenuous ardent pursuit oi their mity, and not in 
the early and timid abandonment of it, as they would 
seem to imply who gratuitously suppose that our brave 
countrymen turned back at the end or a single winter, and 
perished on their way home. It was the known determi- 
nation of my husband, and is recorded by him in his last 
letter from the borders of the ice, to renew his attempts 
year after year, and if foiled in one direction to try an- 
other. ♦ ♦ * I cannot but regard the rescue q€ xk:? 
husband and his companions, and t\ie ^ox^TCi^^^ick^^t^^^ ^^ 
the new passage, as nearly iden\i<^ o\f\ftcXa. ^"^^-^^L^ 
researches whicb have hitherto been TOJwie \sin^ks^^o«»^ 
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subjected to no other restrictions than the accomplish- 
ment of the one objector the other, so long as the lives of 
those employed were not necessarily sacrificed, we might 
not perhaps have had to monm oyer a series of bitt^ 
disappointments. It is only by having the same objects 
in view as the original expedition, and pursuing it with the 
same steadfast perseverance, that we can hope to solve the 
mystery." 

Anouier searching expedition, consisting of the Ad* 
vance, fitted out again Tby Mr. Grinnell, left the Ame- 
rican shores in Apnl, 1853. The former surgeon, Mr. 
£!ane, promoted to Lieutenant, was in charge of it. 
A more judicious selection could not have been made.— 
Though before serving in but a subordinate capacity, 
he signally distinguished himself for his intelngence 
and energy. In one essential qualification he stood 
especially pre«eminent ; that qualincation was faith. He 
finnlv believed that Sir John was yet a livine man, and 
that he could be rescued from his place of confinement by 
human means. His heart was thoroughly in the enterprise, 
and his zeal, it was certain, would not fail so long as a 
vestige of hope remained. 

On July 23rd, 1853, he was at Uppemavik, in Green- 
land, and was pushing on in his brig for some safe harbour 
on the eastern side of Smith's Sound, then he would leave 
his ship, and proceed with an exploring party of twenty 
or thirty men towards the north, with sledges, dogs, and 
gutta-percha boats. This locality is 230 miles to the 
north of Beechy Island, the starting point of Sir Edward 
Belcher, and seventy miles north of the utmost limits 
seen or recorded in Wellington Channel. At a meeting 
of the St. John's Lodge of ZSTewfoundland, in June of that 
year, after the receipt of a cordial address and a masonic 
nag. Dr. Kane thus explained to his brother masons his 
hope and sentiments in regard to the ^irther search for 
our long absent brother of the mystic tie. Sir John 
Franklin :— 

* Allow me to explain to you the rationale of the present 
undertaking, and to state the grounds on which our hopes 
of its success are based, as this may be desirable to remove 
misapprehensions which too widely and too generally pre- 
vail upon this sabjeet. To those whose knowledge is 
obtained and whose judgment is formed at the fireside, 
this may indeed appear to be a wild and hopeless expedi- 
Uon ; but those whose prac^Acal Vno^V&d%<& v& derived frcnn 
€!zpioratioD| scientifio TceBe«xe\i, vxkdi \iBxdL ^x^x\«Oks^ \sk 
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those regions towards which our course is now directed^ 
have formed a far different opinion, and their acquisition 
of knowledge ooniltitntes them the best judges ; for in 
their belief the probability amounts to all but certainty, 
that either Sir John Franklin, or at least the greater part 
of his brave band, and most likely all of them, are still 
alive, and may yet be restored to their families, i^eir 
friends, and to the world. 

" Against this probability are only to be placed the muta- 
tions and chances to which, under ordinaiy circumstances, 
human life is everywhere liable ; for it is almost certain 
that Sir John and his noble crew could not have been ex- 
posed to danger arising from any catastrophe : icebergs in 
the region to which he has been ^aced are things unknown, 
nor yet are there seas Hiere, in a nautical soise, by which 
their lives would be imperilled :— the only accident that 
could befal them would be from the sudden closing in of 
the ice, characterised by the term of ' nipping,' but even 
irom that there are almost always time and means to afford 
escape; and, consequently, a oarefuUy-foimed opinion, 
based on reliable data, is now entertained among scientific 
and experienced men, such as Sir Soderick Murdbdson, and 
Commander Penny of your own nation, and of numbers 
among us, whose practical knowledge of those regions adds 
weight to tibeir authority, — that this little band of mart3rr8 
to science, or at any rate, the greatest part of them, are still 
alive, and if the search be faithfully persevered in, that 
they will yet be found." 

Lieut. Kane's expedition, although energetically con- 
ducted, added notluDg to our stock of knowledge re- 
specting the missing expedition, because it was directed 
in a wrong channel. It was doubted whether Sir John 
Franklin proceeded in the spring of 1857 westward, or 
northwards up Wellington Channel. His instructions ex- 
pressly enjoined the former course, but an extensive 
search by means of sledges, in that direction, extending 
to 103° 25' along the south shore, and to 114° 2(y along 
the north shore, afforded no indication tiiat such was ihe 
course actually pursued. It was the opinion entertained 
generally by the officers of both the English and American 
expeditions, that Sir John prosecuted his course by the 
open sea north-west of the Wellington and Victoria Chan- 
nds, and was shut up in the almost boundless region of 
water, ice, and land that extends between Vvc^-r^^ C^t^aBsoL^ 
nel and the high and extenswe lasnda uot^ ol ^ ^^ 
Georgia, considered by some to be % ocinto3wtoft.^ *'^^* 
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range of mountains seen off Cape Jakan on the coast of 
Asia. That there is a great polar basin with a Hgher 
temperature than that of the Arctic zone, abounding with 
animal life, and ample means for human subsistence, was 
plainly set forth by Captain Penny, in 1850, as his decided 
conTiction. This opinion was substantiated by Captain 
Ingle£eld, when he returned from a short steamer cruise of 
four months up Baffin Bay, in 1852, and presented a report 
of his observations to tne Eoyal Geographical Society. 
That gallant navigator attained the latitude of 78^ 35', 
about 120 miles farther north than the highest point ever 
before reached. He passed throug[h a channel some thirty- 
five miles in width, and found an immense extent of open 
water before him ; but was prevented from proceeding 
forward by a tremendous gale which his little steamer was 
poorly adapted to encounter. It is Captain Inglefield's 
opinion that Baffin Bay is misnamed, and is in fact an 
arm of communication between the Atlantic and the Arctic 
Oceans. 

On the Slst of Ma^, 1845, we have a pleasant account 
of the missing expedition and its commander, in a letter 
from Captain rHtziames to Mr. Barrow, of the Admiraltv. 

He wntes thus :— ^ 

"Sir John Franklin is delightful, active, energetic, 
and evidently even now persevering. What he has 
been we all know. I think it will turn out that he 
is nowise altered. He is full of conversation and inter- 
esting anecdotes of his former voyages. I would not 
lose him for the command of the expedition, for I have a 
real regard — I may say, afiTection — for him, and believe 
this is felt by all of us. I have not seen much of Crozier 
yet, but wliat I have seen I like, and I think he is just 
made for a second to Sir John Franklin. In our mess 
we are all very happy ; we have a most agreeable set of 
men, and I could suggest no change, except that I wish 
you were with us.*' 

Again, on the 1st of July :— " The only difficulty I had 
was to get Sir John to shorten sail when it was wanted. 
He is full of life and energy, with good judgment and a 
capital memory, — one of the best I know. His conversa- 
tion is dehghtful, and most instructive ; and of all men he 
is the most fitted for the command of an enterprise re- 
quiring sound sense and great perseverance. I have 
learnt much from him, and consider myself most fortunate 
in &eii7r; with such a man-, cjidi^Le'M^l^o^ beneTolence 
Aod kindneBB withal.** 
The foUowiBg extract o£ ^\e\\«t feomXaff^j.\fcTi«si\.^^^^ 
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holme, of tlie JSrebus, will also serve to show the pleasant 
anticipations of success which prevailed througnout the 
party; and the happy terms on which they were with 
each other:— 

" On board, we are as comfortable as it is possible to be. 
I need hardly tell you how much we are all delighted with 
our captain. He has, I am sure, won not only we respect 
but the love of every person on board, by his amiable 
manner and kindness to all ; and his influence is always 
employed for some good purpose, both amon^ the officers 
ana men. He has been most successful m his selec- 
tion of officers, and a more agreeable set could hardly be 
foimd. 

" Sir John is in much better health than when we left 
England, and really looks ten years younger. He takes an 
active part in everything that fi;oes on; and his long 
experience in such services as this makes him a most 
valuable adviser. July 10th. — ^The transport is just re- 
ported clear ; so I hope that we may be able to swing thtt 
ships to-morrow, and get away on Saturday. We are 
very much crowded ; in fact, not an inch of stowage has 
been lost, and the decks are still covered with casks, &c. 
Our supply of coals has encroached seriously on the ship's 
stowage ; but as we consume both this and provisions as 
we go, the evil will be continually lessening." 

It may be interesting to know the official account of 
the fresh provisions supphed by the Admiralty to these 
ships ; it was as follows : — iPreserved meat, in tins, 
32,0181bs.; soun, pints, 17,416; gravy, pints, 2176; 
vegetables, 8076ibs. ; potatoes, 26321bs. This is besides 
the usual naval rations of salt provisions for three years. 

The annexed account of their additional resources is so 
important, as being the latest intelligence, that I cannot 
abridge it :— 

" Kobert Martin, now master and commander of the 
whale ship Intrepid, of Peterhead, solemnly and sincerely 
declares, that on the 22nd day of July, 1845, when in 
command of the whale ship Enterprise, of Peterhead, in 
lat. 75° l(y long. 66° W., calm weather, and towing, the 
Erebus and Terror were in company. These ships were 
alongside the Enterprise for about £ueen minutes. The 
declarant conversed with Sir John Franklin and Mr. Beid, 
his ice master. The conversation lasted all the time the 
ships were close. That Sir John, in answer to a que«t\Qrc^Vrs 
the declarant, if he had a good auppVy o^ Y^ci^v^vstkA, ^aA. 
howlon^ he expected them to laat, staled ^Si»^\ifc^Ei»^ ^^^x 
risiona tor £re years, and if it weie iiftce%^«t^ 'Vva c^o^o. 
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' make tfacm srnn cfsx fCTfn jesa ;' wad ht aaid fbrdia, 
tkst be weald lose no opportxmitj of killing Hids^ a&d 
whMkercr else was useliil tfiac came ia die waj, to keep 
rip their izcck^ and that he had plenty of powder aod iliot 
for the purpoae. That Sir J<^ alao alailed that lie had 
alreadj got lercnl caaka of hirdaaalted. and hadUientwo 
ihoGtmfi^ parties omi— one £rom each ahip. The biida wen 
Terr numerous ; many would hSL at a amgla ahot ; and 
the' declarant has himself killed fortj at a ahot with, white 
peas. That the birda are rerj ajrzeeable Ibod, are in tasfa 
and size somewhat like joong pigeona, and aze caUed bj 
the sailon ' roches.' 

'' That on the 26th or 28th of the said month of July two 
parties of Sir John's officers, who had been out ahooting, 
dined with the dedarant, on board the Enierprim. Xhero 
was a boat with six firom each shm. Their ea nr e r aation 
was to the tame effect aa Sir J^m's. Thej spoke of 
expectinsT to be absent four, or ^e^ or perhaps six years. 
These officers also said that the ships woold winter where 
they could find a convenient place, and in spring push on 
as far as possible, snd so on^ear after jrear, aatbe deter- 
mination was to posh on as far as practicable. 

" That on the following day an invitation was brou^ 
to the declarant, verbally, to dine with Sir John, but the 
wind shifted, and the JEnterprise having cut through the 
ice about a mile and a half, the declarant was obliged to 
decline the invitation. That he saw the JSrebm and Terror 
for two days longer; they were still lying at an iceberg, 
and the Enterprise was morii^ slowly down the country. 
That so numerous were the birds mentioned, and so favour- 
able was the weather for shooting them, tliat a rery large 
number must have been secur^ during the time the 
declarant was in sight of the two ships. That itom the 
state of the wind and weather for a period of ten days, 
during part of which declarant was not in sight of the two 
ships, the best opportunity was afforded for securing the 
birds. That the birds described are not to be found at 
all places on the fishing ground during the whaling season, 
but ore met with in vast nimibers every season on certain 
feeding banks and places for breeding ; and it was oonsi- 
derod at the time by the declarant a most fortunate cir- 
cumstance that the Erehris and Terror had fallen in with 
so manv birds, and that the state of the weather was so 
favourable for securing large numbers of them. The 
deelarant has himself hML a ttvxv^l^ oC the &ame description 
o£ birdif which kept fte%\x via i^qq^ ^ztura^^Csafi^Tasn^SD^ 
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at Davis's Straits, and the last were as good as the first 
of them." 

In a letter also published in the TUnea newspaper, 
from Mr. Sutherland, surgeon of the Sophia, the 
tender to the Lady Franklin, Captain Penny, ne states, 
" had Sir John Franklin any wish to increase his stock of 
proyisions by the use of the birds called 'roohes,' he 
could obtain them in thousands where the JSnterprise of 
Peterhead parted with him ; and as to stowage, the daily 
allowance of 138 men would soon make room for a few 
casks of salted birds. Moreover, he would also learn 
that sea-fowl will keep in the Arotio regions during the 
three short months of summer, if they be exposed to the 
cold and a free current of air. And there is no doubt his 
ingenuity would suggest to him what the Esquimaux have 
practised for thousands of years^— to wit, preserving 
masses of animal substances, such as whale's flesh by 
means of ice, during the summer months, when it may 
be easily obtained, S>t their use during winter." 

There was more danger to be apprehended from 
the well-known energy and zeal of the explorers than 
from any other cause. Franklin left our shores feeling 
that the eyes of tibe civilized world were on him, and that 
it was hoped and expected he would accomplish what our 
most learned hydrographers regard as feasible ; although 
failure has characterized so many attempts to pass from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, round the north coast 
of America. Franklin was weU aware that if he succeeded 
his fame would be heralded abroad ; and he would not 
abandon his enterprise as long as strength remained. 

** Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise. 
To scorn delights and live laboiioos days.*' 

He would not give up the struggle with mighty icebergs and 
thick-ribbed ice as long as the smallest chance of obtaining 
the much-desired prize remained. It is recorded that when 
attempts were nuide to dissuade Sir Martin Frobisher 
from engaging in the discovery of a north-west passage, 
he answered, " It is the only thing in the world that is 
left yet undone, whereby a notable mind might be made 
famous and fortunate." 

Sir John Franklin, in the narrative of his first Arctic 
journey, writing then of Sir Edward Parry, uses obser- 
vations which may be applied with equal force, «i^ ^^ 
Blight alteration, to his own case :— 

"Mis task," he observes, '* is doubWeia %3Wt^x)>ss^^ ^^u^ 
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and if ultimately snccessful, may occupy two, and perlu^ 
three seasons ; but confiding, as I do, :&om personal know- 
ledge, in his perseverance and talent for sormonnting 
difficulties, the stren^h of his ships, and the abundance 
of provisions with which they are stored, I have very littie 
apprehension of his safety. ' As I understand hla object 
was to keep the coast of America close on board, lie will 
find in the spring of the year, before the breaking up of 
the ice can permit him to pursue his voyage, herds of deer 
flocking in abundance to all parts of the coast, which may 
be procured without difficulty; and even later in the 
season, additions to his stock of provisions may be ob- 
tained on many parts of the coast, should circmnstances 
give him leisure to send out hunting parties. With the 
trawl, or seine-nets, also, he may aunost everywhere get 
abundance of fish, even without retarding his progress. 
Under these circumstances, I do not conceive that he 
runs any hazard of wanting provisions, should his voyage 
be prolonged even beyond the latest period of time 
which is calculated upon. Brift-wood may be gathered 
at many places in considerable quantities ; and were is a 
fair prospect of his opening a communication with the 
Esquimaux, who come down to the coast to kill seals in 
the spring, previous to the ice breaking up ; and from 
whom, if he succeeds in conciliating their good-will, he 
may obtain provision, and much useml assistance." 
Li June, 1851, Mr. John Hilton, in an interesting letter, 

Sublished in the Manchester Guardian, suggested the 
esirability of trying the route between Spitzber^en and 
Kova Zembla ; and the following are extracts from his com- 
munication : — 

" Upon an inspection of the globe, and bearing in mind 
the foregoing remarks, I think your readers will agree 
with me in stating that the most favourable route for as- 
certaining the fate of our missing countrymen is for the 
ships proceeding north, say between Spitzbergen and 
I^ova Zembla, and then, as the ice permits, so as to come 
down towards the southward again m about long. 130° W., 
sending out boats daily east and west, and fin^uly making 
their egress by Lancaster Soimd or Behring*s Straits. It 
appears, in my opinion, to be an erroneous idea the public 
entertain of tne iSTorth Polar Sea being an impenetrable 
barrier of ice. Perhaps the following statement may as- 
sist in removing much prejudice and doubt of the praeti- 
cability of a North Polax paaaa^. Tlha idea of a North 
Polar passage to the 'East lo^e^ '^^ ^s«^u vi!»L<»«i^^ 
in the year 1627, by BobettThotue. «bTa»tOsi«DJt cJi^f«}u^, 
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who, in a letter addressed to Dr. Ley, states : — * It is as 
probable that the cosmographers should be mistaken in 
the opinion of the Polar regions being impassable from 
extreme cold, as it has been found they were in supposing 
the countries under the line to be uninhabitable from ex- 
cessive heat.' In the year 1609, Jonas Poole, in the 
Amity, made an tmsuccessful attempt to penetrate to the 
Nortn Pole, and, in concluding the account of his voyage, 
states — ' I assure myself a passage may be attained this 
way by the Pole, as any tmknown way whatsoever, by 
reason the sun doth give a great heat in this climate, and 
the ice is nothing so huge as I have seen in lat. 73° N.' 
In 1615, Fotherby, upcm the termination of his voyage, 
says : — * Although I have not attained my desire, yet, for- 
asmuch as it appears not jet to the contrary, out that 
there is a spacious sea betwixt Grroinland and Spitzbergen, 
although much pestered with ice;' and, with perseverance, 
he believed a passage might be attained. In the year 1773, 
the Eoyal Society made application, through the Earl of 
Sandwich, to his Majesty King George the Third, for an 
expedition to try how far navigation was practicable to- 
wards the North Pole, and which his Majesty was pleased 
to direct should be undertaken. Captain C. J. Phipps, 
afterwards Earl of Mulgrave, had the honour of being en- 
trusted with the conduct of this expedition. Like previous 
voyagers, they did not attain their object. In 1606, Baffin 
advanced as high as lat. 81° N. In 1751, Captain M'Cullam 
attained the lat. 83° SO' N., where he found an open sea 
and fair weather. In 1754, Captain Wilson, in the month 
of June, advanced to lat. 83° N,, and as high as 81® 
found the sea clear of ice as far as he could see. At the 
same time. Captain Ghiy, after four days of foggy weather, 
was carried to the same spot; and Mr. Stevens, a most accu- 
rate observer, was driven off Spitzbergen bya southerly wind 
which blew for several days, and imtil he reached the lati- 
tude 84° 30' N. during the whole of which time he met 
with very little ice, and did not find the cold excessive. 
Captain Sir W. E. Parry, in his attempt to reach the 
North Pole in 1827, found the ice more broken up to the 
northward than to the southward, and which caused him 
to abandon the attempt of reaching the Pole by travelling 
over the ice. 

\ " I was informed personally, by a sailor who sailed with 
Captain Scoresby, senior, that he well TemaTcJo^xfe^ ^OaKOi 
hemg'NoTth o£83°, and at that time t\ieTeN^«aTio\a^'va.^a?S^ 
and a very heavy swell on. A. "veTy ^ft\r«v^Qc\!^«>^,^^^ 
wnter of tbo present day, relates t\xe case oi «.^"\>sa^*^^' 
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pooned by a Ghreenland ship, getting away, and being 
afterwards taken on the east coast of America with the 
Greenlander's harpoon in her. Sir John Franklin, during 
his overland route from the Coppermine Stiver towards 
the eastward, and when in lat. 68° N. and long. 110° W., 
saw great quantities of driftwood ; and the met of such 
being found about Spitzbergen and the Greenland coast, 
not only proves the existence of a North Polar passage, 
but the certainty of there being an open communication 
every season, or thereabouts, or how could the wood flow 
with the current P Would not its progress be staid, sup- 
posing the North Polar sea to be an impenetrable barrier 
of ice P Again, where must the whale abovementioned 
have obtained firesh air during her passage across, if this 
impenetrable barrier existed? Captain Sir W. E. Parry 
states the drift of the ice to be about the rate of four miles 
per diem towards the southward, — ^is it reasonable to sup- 
pose that sufficient ice can form during the summer months 
to supply the drift P 

*' Takmg the above facts into consideration, it cannot be 
denied that the North Polar route offers the most &ivour- 
able plan for ascertaining the fate of our unfortunate 
countrymen; and from personal observations made in 
1849, 1 can assert that, in JDavis Straits, we found less ice 
to the northward than we met towards the southward. 
This is easily accounted for from the fact of the current in 
the Greenland sea setting to the S.W., and in Behring's 
Strait it flows N.E., agam proving the existence of a com- 
munication between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by a 
North Polar passage." 

In January, 1852, Mr. Augustus Petermann, an emi- 
nent geographer, published in the Athencmm his en- 
larged views on the same subject, which, with some valu- 
able data on the abundance of animal life in the Arctic 
re^ons, he has since published in a separate form.* In 
this pamphlet he states, that a line drawn from Melville 
Island to the Herald and Plover Islands (north of Behring's 
Strait) and another from Melville Island to Spitzbergen 
on the American side, would, with the Siberian coasts and 
islands on the Asiatic side, include the space in which 
Franklin must have been arrested, a space of fearful ex- 
tent, when it is considered that the whole of the regions 
hitherto explored by the various en>editions sent in search 
of him, are scarcely one-third of those which remain im- 
expUyred, 
The very fact that no vnitAVAe «s^^Nkou\^ju&>Qe^sa%«<G^ 
* "The Search for Tnsil^kla.** liotitpaMawi^C^ •V"^*^^- 
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out in that direction, and that no proper attempt has 
been made in any vessel, or by any nation, to proceed 
northwards in that sea, ought to hare stimulated to such, 
an expedition. If only one of the eleven vessels engaged 
in the search for Sir John Franklin, in the summer ofl850, 
in Baffin's Bay and Lancaster Sound alone, had been 
despatched in that direction, it would probably have ' 
eclipsed, in geographical discovery alone, all Polar ex- 
peditions as yet undertaken ; for the possibility of reaching 
the ^orth Pole through the Spitzbergen sea, will not now 
long remain a matter of doubt, or a desideratum. 

VVhen it is considered that no ice whatever in that 
region is met with till Bear Island is reached, onlv 
1500 miles from Woolwich, and that thence to the 80th 
parallel there is another distance of only 500 miles, and 
that this could be performed by a steamer in less Hian 
a fortnight, and at a most trifling cost, if compared 
with the sums which have been spent in Arctic and 
Antarctic undertakings; and if, at such trifling risk, a 
problem can be solved, which, irrespectively of Frank- 
lin's expedition, is of the highest geograjphical interest^ 
and discoveries would probably be made of great import- 
ance to the whale fishery ; — then, indeed, it must be looked 
on as a disgrace in the history of Arctic navigation that 
such a small undertaking has not long since been ac« 
complished beyond Wellington Channel, and some of 
the other northern straits in the hope of getting into the 
Polar basin. 

Fatal errors (observes Captain Sir Charles Wilkes of the 
United States Kavy) have been made in attempting the 
search in vessels, it being quite evident to the simplest 
mind, that if ships can track Sir John, he certainly would 
be enabled to get out. Therefore, it always has appeared 
to me absurd nonsense and a waste both of time, energy, 
and money to keep vessels, the scene of whose operations 
must be limited to the line of the fast ice. 

The futile attempts of search around the icy bays is no 
less so. The only and true course is a thorough explora- 
tion over the ice bv sledges or boats, making the advance, in 
all directions, under a weU. organized plan and on a regular 
base of operations, but particularljr to the westward from 
Wellkigton Channel, where his trail was struck. The end 
in view of a future search ought to be to examine narrowly 
tiie Arctic region, which must and will result in the diacQ^^ar^ 
of some tidings, either affirmative ot ue^^Xi^^^ oUHJaal^^ 'sJL 
iibJB gallant man and his companioTA. IxWdlonci^^^ ^^^^^>^^ 
mentof Great Britain to conaidet ^3[i^ %e«t^ *\?^^x^^ 
3eyu/t, and it ought and must \>e coti^ajox^^^ ^^ ^^ 
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^eat nation, under whose flag and in whose service Sir John 
and his companions have risked, and are, if alive, endoring 
great privations. The cost is nothing compared with the 
glory of effecting their rescue, worth tenfold the efforts 
hitherto made to find and efiect a north-west passage. 

No one who has not had personal communication with 
the brave men who have been engaged in this work of 
mercy, can perhaps appreciate the immense exertion of their 
labours in that severe climate ; yet out of the ten searching 
vessels engaged during three years on the eastern side, 
including the Americans, but one man died, nor did any 
casualty occur either to the ships themselves, or to the various 
boating and sledge parties. Indeed not more than twenty 
deaths have occurred during all the Arctic voyages of dis- 
covery of the present century, out of some 1500 men employed, 
and scarcely half of these are fairly attributable to the 
severity of the climate, or the perils ana dangers encountered. 

The accounts of the animal life and capabilities of the 
Arctic regions are interesting, even though the ^reat ques- 
tion of the fate of our missing voyagers is solved. 

The following extract from a letter, dated Hong-Kong, 
March 28 , 1852, hears upon this subject : — " There have been 
here no less than thirty-seven whalers from the Arctic Seas. 
It may interest you to know, that they almost all believe 
that Sir John Franklin is safe, and that he has got through 
the ice barriers into inner waters, where he will not be 
reached until a mild season arrives, which they assert the 
present will be. They say Franklin wiU not suffer for 
want of food, and give strange accounts of the Esqui- 
maux vibrating from the Asiatic to the American conti- 
nent, and back again, carrying their boats, made of skins 
and whalebone, over the ice, and launching them when 
they meet with open water. They all confirm the fact, 
that the whales foimd in Behring's Strait, and in Baffin's 
Bay are the same species ; proving the existence of a pas- 
sage ; for a whale of the Arctic species has never been 
seen to the south of the 22nd degree of latitude ; so they 
cannot have doubled either of the Capes (of Good Hope or 
Cape Horn), and the whale is under the necessity of making 
his presence known, by coming to the surface to blow." 

Dr. Eae tells us "in 1846-7, 1 wintered at Eepulse Bay, 
with a party of twelve men, only two of whom, before 
arriving there, had ever practised deer shooting, and 
two others were/ fishermen. We had little or no fuel, 
that could be properly bo c«XVe^\ ^iVift ToxjL'i ^\tk which 
our storehouse was plastered nevet dT\fe^,\sviSi or^^ ix^iL^^ 
«n(/ it waa so cold inside ibsA, a mm, oue^ m^'t, %q\. \aa 



PROBABILITIES OF SAFETY. 233 

knee froBt-bitten, although he had one of his companions 
under the blankets with him. Tet ^e suffered no 
privation as regarded food, except that during the shortest 
Says, we took only one meal per diem, as a precautionary 
measure, not knowing how late it might be m the spring 
before the reindeer migrated northward. 

" That we were not much the worse for our exposure to 
oold and low diet may be inferred from the fact, that, in 
the spring, we traced about 500 miles of new coast, form- 
ing tne shores of Conmiittee Bay, in doing which I and 
one of my men travelled on foot upwards of 1000 miles, 
and were, on our return (although rather low in flesh), as 
£ound and weU as when we started. 

" When leaving York Factory, Hudson's Bay, in June, 
1846, we had not more than four months' provisions with 
us ; when we returned to that place, after an absence of 
fourteen months and twen^-tnree days, we had still a 
third of our original stock of^rovisions on hand, showing 
that we had by our own exertions, in a country previously 
totally unknown to us, obtained the means of subsistence for 
twelve months. Why may not Sir John Franklin's party 
do the same P If he has been providentially thrown on or 
near a part of the coast where reindeer and fish are at all 
numerous, surely out of so many officers and men, sports- 
men may be found, after some practice, expert enough to 
shoot the former, and fishermen to seize or net the latter, 
or take them with hook and line set under the ice." 

Dr. £ae and his party, when in Bepulse Bay, shot 162 
deer, which, with 200 partridges and a few salmon, were 
stored in their snow-built* larder for their winter stock. 
A couple of seals, which had been shot, produced oil 
enough for their lamps, and by nets set in the lake, under 
the ice, a few more salmon were now and then caught. 
In the beginning of March the reindeer began to migrate 
northward, and although they were very shy one was shot. 

The expeditions by Land and sea, of the past ten years 
have at least been attended with these beneficial results — 
the very important geographical discoveries made of 
land to the north of Behring's Strait, of extensive open 
waters and available channels in Wellington Strait and 
Jones' and Smith's Sounds, Eegent Inlet, and the dis- 
covery of an outlet westward, thence to Victoria Strait 
(makmg Korth Somerset an island). 

Although the determination of the fate o^ 'VJaa ^"ksJcj 
has rendered all speculation futile, "jet VV.th'k^ Tio\.\i^ ^^^ 
of place to retain the following ob&exvaViioi^ aoA. ^%a\'^\^'^^'' 
, Ist. That Sir John Franklin's pattv -woviX^^TttoX. ^«^V^^ 
increase their stock of proviaiona untVi iVe ^-^^xo^^^ 
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wnt, but would avail themselves ftom. the very Jlnt of 
the resources of the country, in fish, animals, and birds, 
and thus husband their own stores. 

These resources are well known to be in certain quarten 
abundant; and I may add the obvious^ argcunent tiiat 
where Esquimaux live, oiher men may exist &o. 

2nd. As to the want of fuel, if even the saciifice of one 
of the ships was not resorted to, this mi^ht be met by the 
chance supply of drift-wood and of blubber, tiie usual fiiel 
of the Esquimaux. 

In his second jotimev to the westward, Franklin found 
at Garry's Island, off me mouth of the Mackenzie, num- 
bers of moose, and rein-deer, and foxes ; several kinds of 
gulls, dotterel, geese> cranes, and swans, were flocking 
around its shores. 

During the autumn, their fishing was so successftd, that 
the nets yielded daily irom 300 to 800 fish of the kind 
called herring-salmon, and occasionally trout, carp, and 
other fish. 

Sir John Eichardson, speaking from the experience of 
his boat voyages, on this occasion, says :— " There is sudi 
an abundance of drift timber on almost every part of the 
coast, that a sufficient supply .of ^el for a ship might easily 
be collected." And he aaos, " should the course of events 
ever introduce a steam vessel into those seas, it may be 
important to know that, in coasting the shores between 
Cape Bathurst and the Mackenzie, firewood sufficient for 
her daily consumption may be gathered." 

The Parry group of islands seem to abound in uninn ala •. 
when Sir E. Parry wintered here, at Melville Island, in 
1819-20, they were most numerous, and the visit of Lieut. 
M'Clintock and his party last year, proves that they are 
stiU as plentiftd, and as easily to be procured. 

Parry's party, in a few hunting excursions, obtained 3 
musk oxen, 24 deer, 63 hares, 53 geese, 59 ducks, 144 
ptarmigan, many grills and other oirds, amounting in 
weight to nearly 4000 lbs. of meat, or about 3 J lbs. per 
month to each man. One of the musk oxen he killed 
weighed 700 lbs. Several bears and foxes were also 
seen, 

Lieut. M'Clintock, in his long and unparalleled sledge- 
journey, found that musk oxen, rein-deer, hares, and ptar- 
migan, still abound on Melville Island. His party killed 
four oxen out of about fifty seen, one rein-deer out of 
tbirtjr'four seen, two beaxa and a-^i^i^, %«^«ii \i«s^« out of 
eighty op ninety seen. Th.e "hM^^.'Vi^ c^^et^e^, -^i^t^ jm^ 
tame as any one most aimouB toi^Totwx^ ^BEafe^x^^^wfiiu 
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Twenty ptarmigan were shot. Had it been his object, he 
remarks, he could easily have shot two-thirds of all the 
oxen he saw. The hares were often met with in flocks of 
twenty or thirty. The deer approached them within 
100 yards, with more of cnriosity than fear, — and even 
after one was shot, the herd trotted round the party two 
or three times, before they finally deserted their fallen 
companion. 

All the other islands about this quarter are equally well 
supplied. In perusing, as I have done most careMly, 
the several Arctic Blue Books, just published by Parha- * 
ment, giving detailed accounts of the rarious exploring 
sledge parties, I hare been particularly struck with the 
quantity of ^ame which was fallen in with in aU directions. 

Austm Island, and the shores southward and westward 
of Cape Walker, have also nimierous animals, and are fre- 
quented by birds. So are Beaufort, Bathurst, and Com- 
wallis Lands. In Wellington and Victoria Channels 
animal life is even more abundant, and there is little doubt 
Sir John Franklin took every opportunity of replenishing 
his stock while wintering at the entrance in 1845-46. 

Captain Penny and ms officers found bears, seals, rein- 
deer, walruses, and hares, plentiful on these shores. Thou- 
sands of ducks and sea-fowl of all sorts were seen. They 
killed, during their short journey — three ptarmigan, four 
bears out of thirty-five seen, tliree seals, a walrus, and 
fourteen hares, and one reindeer; a herd of twenty or 
thirty deer was seen. 

The following is a list of the animals killed by H.M.S. 
Assistance, and her tender, the Intrepid, between the date 
of their arrival at Whalefish Islands, June 16, 1850, and 
the time of leaving Baffin's Bay, on their return home, in 
August, 1851, or a little more than a year. Animals-— 
thirteen bears, which were seen in great numbers in all 
directions ; twenty-two foxes, mostiy taken in traps about 
the winter quarters of the ships. They were botn nume- 
rous and well fed, and seen by all the travelling parties 
about the Parry group. Nine hares — ^these were in good 
condition, weighing upwards of ten pounds. They wero 
found at ComwaUis Land, Griffith's Island, at Cape Walker, 
the shores of Wellington Channel, and Wolstenholme 
Sound, in Baffin's Bay. Four musk oxen, and one deer, 
on Melville Island. Three lemming8» a seal, and two 
narwhals, or sea-unicorns. 

Of birds, the number waa venr fft««fe— ^"vwi,, 'vsi i5^ 
BlU birds. 
Now, if we average these bir&ft &^ C3n[^^ 
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each, and suppose the animals procured to yield another 
3000 lbs., we have about 17 lbs of animal food for division 
daily amozigst the crews. 

daptain Beechey, in his account of the vovage of Captain 
Buchan, tells us of the immense flocks of birds found on 
the shores and bays of Spitzbergen, where millions are on 
the wing at a time, and so close together, that thirty have 
fallen at a single shot. The explorers of the rich mines 
of fossil ivory who go forth annually from Siberia to the 
northern islands, maintain themselves solely by hunting 
and Ashing. 

In the last published work of Dr. Sir John IRichardson, 
the old companion of Eranklin, he repudiated the idea of 
the vessels being so .utterly lost that no traces could be di«- 
4J0vered of them. 

" That the ships were not suddenly wrecked by a storm, 
or overwhelmea by the pressure of the ice, may be con- 
cluded from facts gathered from the records of the Davis's 
Strait Whale Fishery, by which we learn, that of the 
many vessels which have oeen crushed by the ice, in the 
course of several centuries, the whole or greater part of 
the crews have almost always escaped wiUi their boats. 
It is, therefore, scarcely possible to believe, that two 
vessels, so strongly fortified as the JErehus and Terror, 
and found by previous trials to be capable of sustaining so 
enormous a pressure, should both of them have been so 
suddenly crushed as to allow no time for active officers 
and men, disciplined and prepared for emergencies of the 
kind, to get out their boats. And having done so, they 
would have had little difficulty in reaching one of the 
many whaling vessels out there, or some of the searching 
ships that have been employed for several years past. 
Moreover, had the ships been wrecked, some fragments 
of their spars or hulls would have been found floating by 
the whalers, or being cast on the shores which have been 
searched, would have been met with by either Europeans 
or natives. Neither are any severe storms recorded as 
having occurred then or there, nor did any imusual cala- 
mity befal the fishing vessels that years. 

" The present Admiral Sir John Ross, was more than 
four years absent and unheard of in the Arctic regions, 
yet he returned safe, with as many of his people as would 
probably have survived the ordinary contmgencies of life 
had they suffered no severity. Why then, should we 
utterly despair of those "wko, \Tvcom^ac^\iVj better pro- 
yided, have entered on anotlaeT ye^cc o^ &^«iie^^ \i ^ 
Wy of men lived out, wlaikt unViewcai o^, mot^ \)q»si ^wsa. 



CHANCES OP SAFETY. 237 

years, why miglit not another body better set out, survive 
a fifth or a sixth yearP The good hand of a gracious pro« 
vidence being with them, they may survive this further 
trial, and Britain may yet be privileged to welcome back 
her all but lost sons to the land of their fathers." — Scoreshy, 

In the early part of the 17th century, Barentz, who had 
been sent out by the Dutch to discover the north-west pas- 
sage, was wrecked, and with his companions, fifteen in num- 
ber, passed the entire winter in the 76th parallel of latitude, 
deriving a subsistence by eating foxes, which were abun- 
dant. They left their wmter quarters on thfe breaking up 
of the ice in two open boats ; and after the most desperate 
exertions, continued during two months, they reached 
Kilduin, in Lapland, a distance of upwards of 1000 miles-, 
with the loss of only two men. 

Such instances as these are fall of cheering hope with 
regard to our missing navigators. 

The shores of Wolstenholme Sound are frequented 
by deer, bears, seals, wabnises, foxes, hares, lemmings, 
wolverine, and all the varieties of sea fowl. At the Gary 
Islands about 1000 loons were obtained in a couple of 
days by the boats of the Assistance to preserve for the 
ship's company. Dovekies and rotges were also in abun- 
dance. 

In Lancaster Sound and its inlets, shoals of eider duck, 
brent geese, and large quantities of other birds, are con- 
tinually met with. 

In itegent Inlet and Boothia Peninsula, Sir John B/Oss, 
when wmtering in 1829-33, obtained vast quantities of 
food from animals indigenous to the countir, and this 
almost through the entire year. Whales, seals, and nar- 
whals were numerous. The Esquimaux in the vicinity 
of their winter quarters, caught eighteen or twenty seals 
in a couple of days ; two musk oxen and very many bears 
of a large size were killed. Hares and foxes were ex- 
ceedingly common, and formed an every-day dish on their 
table. Grouse, ducks, and various water birds, were 
obtained without the least difficulty, and a tolerable sports- 
man was always able to bring home two or three brace of 
grouse and a leash of hares. 

Salmon of one or two pounds weight were taken in the 
lakes by thousands, and 4000 or 5000 were frequently 
netted at a draught. At all points of the inlet which 
they visited— Felix and Victoria Harbo\i£%, Bjb^Xts "WiSs. 
Gkrry Bays, Pinny Point, Ca&caAe '&^«j(^« &»m «Kssas^ 
were equidly ^entifvl. 

When the J^nterprise and l7iDe«tigatorN<ms^t^^*^ 
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Leopold, in 1848-9, shooting parties of two men from each 
ship were stationed at Whaler Point ; and so plentiful 
were the dovekies and loon, that a bird per man was 
served out reenlarly to the ship^s' crews. From a record 
kept on board the Investigator, it appears that 4000 birds 
were killed, gelding 25001b8. of meat; but many were 
shot bj indiyidnals, of which no register was kept. More 
than one hundred foxes were causht, and liberated again, 
after copper collars had been fixed round their necks. 

Dr. Scoresby states, that Captain Parker, in the Urue" 
love, in 1833, captured twenty-eight whales, and lost 
fifteen others, between Cape York and Cape Kater, in ' 
!Regent inlet ; and they found the sea there in the monlii <A 
July literally swarming with life. The numbers of the 
larger kind of arctic animals seen, as whales, narwhals, 
waSruses, seals, bears, &c., were such as to have excited 
unnuxed amazement, whilst birds innumerable of Tarious 
species, ahnost covered the water. 

Sir John Eichardson, in his recently published account 
of his searching journey, adduces statistics to show the 
abimdance of game whidn rewarded the efforts of his hunt- 
ing parties in the winter of 1848-49. To the middle of 
April in the latter year, there were received into the 
storehouse attached to their winter quarters, 6191 fish, 
13,810 lbs. of fresh venison, 9220 lbs. of half-dry venison, 
360 lbs. of pounded meat, 353 lbs. of rein-deer fat, and 625 
rein-deer tongues. 

Mr. Isbister teUs us that one of the last winters he 
passed in the Hudson's Bay Company territories was on 
the borders of the Arctic Sea, near the mouth of the 
Mackenzie ; and from their fisheries alone they found no 
difficulty in maintaining a large party of Europeans and 
natives, whom the novelty of the event had attracted 
around him. 

Sir John Franklin, in his account of his first journey to 
the shores of the Polar Sea, gives ample details and par- 
ticulars of the numerous birds and anunals which he met 
with in the Hudson's Bay Company's territories, and 
along the northern shores and islands of Arctic America. 
He speaks, too, of Mr. Isbister's making light of a long 
and fatiguing soHtary journey, in search of a party of 
trading Indians, when at one time he was four days 
without food of any kind for himself or his dogs ; and 
when, on the point of killing one of the dogs to satisfy 
Mb hunger, he happily met wi\k a\je«i.\,eft.ttw^,^\vifth lA 
him to Bome Indikn iodge8> wlaere ^'b "wv^ vq;!^'\^^ '^t^Cil 
food. 
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In the barren grounds between Fort Enterprise and 
the mouth of the Coppermine, more than two hundred 
deer were shot in a very short time, and large flocks of 
waveys {Anas hyperhorea) were met with, OAny of whidi 
fell to their guns. 

Their fishery at Fort Enterprise yielded 1200 white fish, 
weighing &om two to three pounds each. Geese and 
ducks they also found abundant — ^indeed, too plentiftnl-— 
for it is made a subject of complaint that the hunters were 
apt to waste upon tnem their ammunition given for killing 
deer. 

About two dozen musk oxen were slain at various times, 
and a bear or two. The hunters could often even beat 
down young geese with their sticks; forty excellent salmon 
and white nsh were taken at a draught near the Bloody 
FaUs. 

They leaxnt from the Esquimaux, as well as &om their 
own experience, that reindeer frequent the coast during 
summer, that flsh are plentiful at l£e mouths of the rivers, 
and seals abundant, wnilst dxift-wood was found all along 
the shores. 

In Bathurst Inlet, and Austin and MelviUe Sounds, 
they shot many deer ; and bears and seals were plenti^ 
if they had required to take them. The shallows were 
covered with shoals of capelin ; and their nets produced, 
from time to time, a great variety of flsh, particularly 
salmon-trout, round flsh, herrings, and so forth. They also 
kUled several swans, cranes, and gray geese. 

Sir John Eichardson, speaking of the amount of food to 
be obtained in these regions, says : — 

'' Deer migrate over the ice in the spring, from the 
main shore to Victoria and WoUaston lands, in large 
herds, and return in the autumn. These lands are also 
the breeding-places of vast flocks of sn^w geese ; so that, 
with ordinal skill in hunting, a large sup^y of food 
might be procured on their shores, in the monms of June, 
Juh*, and August. Seals are also numerous in those seas, 
and are easily shot, their curiosity rendering tibiem a ready 
preyto a boat party," 

Jh, Eae, m searching WoUaston Land, in May, 
1851, found abundance of drift wood about the shores, 
Many partridges were seen, but, as they were shy, only 
eleven were shot by himself and his two men ; these birds 
were very large, and ^q eating. Deer were very numfii> 
rous, ana several hares were seen •, but »a \)as^ "^m^^ ^"va^« 
dance of proviaioiia with them, no a\^eva^\» "^^a Tfi»^ *^^ 
approach them 
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The inhabitants of thirteen Esquimaiix lodees, whom 
they met with at Cape Hamilton, were all verjr at, haTiDg 
abundance of seal's nesh and fat, large quantities of which 
were carefully deposited in seal-skin bags Tinder the 
snow. 

Capt. Penn]^, in a letter to the Admiralty, on lus return 
from the Arctic Seas in the autumn of 1851, stated that the 
high northern latitude once reached, comparative open 
water would be found. The climate improved, and in proof 
of this he states, that within Victoria Channel, at !roint 
Surprise, lat. 76° 2', long. 95^ 55', he found ducks on the 
17ih of May, full a month earlier than in the lower lati- 
tude ; while the sea was even then so free from ice, that 
the water washed their very feet as they stood on the 

I>oint. The quantity of drift-wood was comparatively 
arge, and among this was found a piece of Snglish elm. 
Walruses and seals were also seen and killed by Capt. 
Penny's party. 

The Esquimaux, according to Dr. Bichardson, assemble 
on the various headlands, from the Mackenzie eastward, 
to chase the black and white whales. 

Whales are found in great numbers on all the coasts in 
the vicinity of Behring's Strait, and the whalers have 
captured them in high north latitudes. 

On the Herald Islands and newlv-discovered lands to 
the northward, innumerable black and white divers 
(common to this sea) deposit their eggs, and bring up 
their young. 

Of the resources of the northern shores of Siberia, we 
have unfortunately very scanty materials for forming an 
accurate judgment. From the scattered notices occurring 
under this head, in the valuable work of Professor Bauer, 
of St. Petersburgh, drawn chiefly from official sources, 
sufficient information may, however, be gathered, to 
warrant us in inferring that they are little if at all inferior 
to those of the corresponding Arctic coast of America. 
This much at least, we know, that every summer sends 
forth parties of adventurous explorers from Siberia, main- 
taining themselves — as only they can maintain themselves 
in these latitudes — by hunting and fishing, for the purpose 
of working the rich mines of fossil ivory, found in such 
abundance in the neighbouring islands, which have been 
described as one vast deposit of the remains of the mam- 
moth. 
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DISCOVERT OP THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 

Captain M'Clure, in the search, for Franklin, has been 
fortunate enough to achieve the discovery of the long- 
sought " North-west passage ;" indeed, he discovered two 
passages, one between Memlle Island and Banks' Land, 
and the other by the Prince of Wales' Strait, which com- 
municates with that of Barrow, at the eastern extreme ot 
the lost named land. This was effected on the 26th of Oct., 
1850, by a travelling party over the ice, the vessel being 
frozen in the pack, where she wintered, about seventy 
miles to the southward. Taking np the proceedings of the 
Investigator, from the date of the last mformation, given 
at page 211 (Aug. 5, 1850), I may state that, coasting along 
the cage of the ice, they found, on the 6th, an opening 
eastward of Wainwright's Inlet, and pushing through it 
succeeded in rounding Point Barrow at midnight. 

On the 6th Sep. they discovered this first land» which 
has since been ascertained to be an island, whose north 
side forms Banks' Land. On the 9th, while standing to 
the N.E., they made another discovery, which Captain 
M*Clure called Albert's Land ; it is contmuous with Wol- 
laston and Victoria Land, and appears indeed to form one 
large island. On the 14th July, 1851, the ice broke up, 
and for near a month the ship orifted helplessly about, in 
Prince of Wales* Strait. On the 14th Aug. they were 
within twenty-five miles of Barrow Strait, and anticipated 
being set into it, when in all probability they would have 
fallen in with Captain Austin's ships, and so got to Eng- 
land that year. A strong north-easter, however, set such 
quantities of ice upon them, and drove the ship so rapidly 
to the southward, that on the 16th Captain M*Clure 
determined to retrace his course down me Strait, and 
endeavour to worm his way through the polar ice, to the 
west of Baring Island, so as to come down, if possible, 
between MelviUe Island and Banks' Land, feelmg con- 
vinced, from the report of a travelling party he had des- 
patched to the westward in the sprmg, that a channel 
would be found in that direction. 

On the 24th Sep., while running in a snow-storm, the 
Investigator grounded on a reef, and was thus frozen in in 
a secure harbour, named by the commander the Bay of 
Mercy, lat. 14P 6' N, long. 117° 15' W, ii^hct^ ^V^ ^^- 
mained at the last accounts, on tlie 15^ oi k^T^,\^'b^« 

It ia strange to reject how neax Parry , m\j^ to^\.'^aNg^5f% 
was to discovering the JN'orth.-west -ViaBB^i^e. '^^^ao^'^^^ 
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south-west point of Melville Island (see page 62) and 
looking westward he saw the land which is named in the 
charts Banks' Land. M'Clnre, in 1850-1 , -was at the 
eastern end of the land, and from this point, looking east- 
ward, he saw Melville Island. He thus discovered ihe 
North-west passage. Pany and M'dure were looking 
apparently at each other, the one having got to his posi- 
tion &om the Ncnrth Sea or Atlantic Ocean, the other to 
his position horn the South Sea or Pacific Ocean* the one 
by sailing 2,500 miles, and the other by sailing 1,800 miles. 
Parry, in 1820, four-and-thirty years ago, locked wistfully 
across the ice-bound strait, and thought, '* ITonder are 
America and China !" M'Qure, in 1851, or three years 
ago, looked hopefully over the same ice-oovered channel 
and said, " Tonder are Davis' Strait, and Scotland and 
England ;" but neither could take his &Mp thzoogh, though 
within seventy miles of the same spot. 

But if the passage could not be made by sea, the ice 
could be traversed m eledges. This was done. M'dure 
and a travelling party crossed the strait, in April, 1852, 
reached Winter Harliour, deposited a despatch there, and 
returned to their ship. 

The interview between the officers of the Resolute and 
Investigator was a remarkable one. Commander M'Clure 
and Captain Kellet had last parted three years previous 
in Behnng's Straits, and now they met on the other side of 
the pole. A travelling party from the Resolute had fortu- 
nately visited Winter Bay, Melville Island, and there found 
the despatches lodged by the Investigator' si^oxtj^ in which 
Captain M'Clure had intimated his progress and future 
intentions ; immediately on the discovery of this, a relief 
party was sent off in quest of the ship, and found her 
m the Bay of Mercy. Lieutenant Pim was in advance 
of his party, and his reception is thus stated : — 

" M'Clure and his First Lieutenant were walking on the 
floe. Seeing a person coming very fast towar£ them, 
they supposed he was chased by a bear, or had seen a bear. 
Walkea towards him: on getting onwards a hundred 
yards, they could see from his proportions that he was not 
one of them. Pim began to screech and throw np his 
hands (his fa«e as black as my hat) ; this brought the captain 
and lieutenant to a stand, as they could not hear suffi- 
ciently to make out his language. 

'* At length Pim reached the party, quite beside him- 
self and stammered out, on M'Clure a&kmg him, ' Who 
are jou, and wliere are you cotokfe fecsnsL^ — '^^Keodbeuant 
l^^jE&ro^ Caption 'KfilleV Ttoa^w^mot^^ai^s^jLis^ 
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to M'Clure, as I was the last person he shook hands with 
in Behring's Straits. He at length found that this solitary 
stranger was a true En^ishman — ^an angel of light ; he 
says — * He soon was seen from ihe ship — ^they had Only 
one hatchwi^ open, and the crew were fairly jammed there, 
in their encfeayonr to get up. The sick jumped out of 
their hammocks, and t£3 crew forgot their despondency; 
in fact, all was changed on board the iTwestigator* ** 

I may state here mat the despatches of Captain M'Clure 
point out two important facts ; first, ihat ms vessel was 
icelocked in the route of the North-west passage, for three 
winters, within 160 miles of places previously discovered, 
and that without any communication between his vessel 
and others until 1858 ; and, secondly, that food in great 
abundance was easily procured, and that the health of 
officers and crew was maintained without difficulty. 

The return of game killed by the officers and a portion 
of the crew of the LwesHgaior between October 1, 1850^ 
and the 8th April, 1853, comprised the following, although 
the larger portion was killed during the spring of 1853 : — 



Ktunber killed. 


ATenge weigbt eacii 


Total weigi 


Musk-ox ... 7 


2781bs. 


l,9451b8. 


Deer 110 


70lbs. 


7,7161bs. 


Hares .... 169 


eibs. 


I,0141b8. 


Grouse .... 486 


not weighed. 




Bucks .... 198 






Geese .... 29 






Wolves ... 2 






Bears .... 4 







Total kilkd 1,005. 

The size of the musk-ox varied considerably, but the 
deer that were killed did not vary in size so much. The 
deer were found to be very fat, although their principal 
food merely consisted of the herbage which was obtained 
from a smaU tree called the dwarf willow. As the crew 
only kept, as it were, on the ridges of the sea, no other 
food was observable, but there is no doubt the deer found 
an abundance of food further up the countrv. They were 
very wild, and the gunners had to display great pre-* 
caution in shooting them. The manner in which the crew 
got within gun-shot was this : they secreted themselves in 
various parts of the ravines, or behind the sand-hills, and 
listened with breathless silence until they hewtd^kifc 5kR«t 
tap the snow off the willow wi^ t\i!&\£ ie,^\. m cstft^et \» ^^j^ 
the herbsge. "When the air was ixotttj, «sA^2Si»'^«*^^^ 
calm, this tapping could be lieard at a ^'teJaR^* ^^ ^xsiw. 
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200 yards, and by listening and observing minutely, the 
gunner easily detected the position in which his prey was 
located. As soon as this was correctly ascertained, a 
perdon was sent a considerable distance round the deer, 
and a slight noise having been made at their back they 
immediately run off— probably past the gunner. It was in 
such instances that the chances of a " kilT' occurred. One 
hundred and ten deer were thus killed. 

The grouse were not so wild as might have been ex- 
pected; but the wild-fowl were somewhat wilder than those 
usually found in Ireland and Scotland. 

The musk-ox was found to be a very ferocious animal, 
and great danger necessarily attended the attacks. They 
were easily approached, and when wounded they ran heaid* 
long at the gunner. One of the crew had a very narrow 
escape from being torn to pieces. He had fired one 
charge without its taking enect, and having no more 
ammunition with him, he mckily fired his iron ramrod at 
the infuriated beast, and dropped him lifeless just as the 
animal was about to make the attack. 

If the expedition had had an opportunity of going 
further up tne country, away from the sea, there is no 
doubt but thousands or game would have been killed. 

The pleasing intelligence of the safety of the officers 
and crew of the Investigator did not come without alloy. 
JNews was brought home of the melancholy death of Lieu- 
tenant Bellot, 3ie French officer, who had already, on a 
previous occasion, visited the Polar Seas in search of our 
missing countrymen. The intelligence was received by 
Commander Inglefield, in an official letter from Captain 
Pullen. It appears that this noble seaman was blown 
away from the shore, in company with two seamen, upon a 
floe of ice. He had mounted to the top of a hummuck in 
order to reconnoitre the position, and to see what could be 
done for the safety of his two companions. At this 
moment he was taken by the wind, thrown into a crack 
in the ice, and unfortunately drowned. The two men 
were saved, after driving about for thirty hours, without 
food or hope. The records of Arctic heroism can show no 
brighter name than that of Bellot. He was endeared to 
all his English shipmates by every social quality, as well 
as by his unflinching valour and daring. Our countrymen 
have done justice to the memory of his virtues by a 
subscription for his family and a monument to be erected 
to h\m. in Greenwich Hospital. 

The indifference with w\i\c\i^ike «iiTiwm.cfc^^"\&tssy9«:^ ci^ 
the JTforth-west passage "was i^wiei^XN:^ Tett«fw^^» AoOi!^ '-sa. 
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England and in America was somewhat surprising. The 
existence of such a passas^e had been for three cen- 
turies reckoned among the most difficult and doubtful of 
geographical problems. Great prizes have been offered 
by public bodies and by private individuals for its practical 
solution ; and expedition after expedition has been fitted 
out at vast expense to carry on the investigation. For 
this object hardships have been endured and dangers run 
in the Arctic Seas such as can be found in no other mari- 
time record. And yet, after all, when the result of this 
long research has been at last attained, and sober certainty 
takes the place of imaginative doubt, the fact does not 
even excite the interest of a nine days* wonder. It mixes 
in with the current of ordinary events, and quickly passes 
from attention. This is owing mainly to two reasons — 
the impression of the utter uselessness of the discovery 
for all practical purposes, and the imiversal feeling of 
regret that the lives of so many gallant men should have 
been sacrificed for such an end. The fact that Captain 
M'Clure, of the Investigator^ of whom, for the last three 
years, more has been expected in the work of discovering 
traces of Sir John Franklin, than of any other individual, 
has not been able to obtain the least clue to the object of 
hia search, has done much in destroying the interest in 
what he actually did accomplish. For years he has been 
where no other ship has ever been before him. He has 
discovered new land, defined a long extent of coast line 
that was before uncertain, held intercourse with a new 
peo2)le, has verified the existence of a North-west passage 
by the discovery of a channel into Barrow's Strait from 
the open sea, so frequently seen by Franklin and others 
from the coast of Nijrth America, and, after being frozen 
nearly three years in the ice, has almost succeeded, and 
doubtless in the end will quite succeed, in pushing his 
ship through, and thus be the first man who has ever 
sailed from the Pacific into the Atlantic. And yet all of 
his achievements are hardly heeded in the disappointment 
that nothing has been effected towards settling the busi- 
ness on wmch the ship was specially despatcned. The 
discovery of Sir John Franklin would be worth the 
discovery of a JS'orth-west passage a thousand times 
over. 

WhOst the public were eagerly awaiting information 
from the ships in Behring's Sferait, and the ne^ Aaiascsssasa. 
expedition, the extraordinary amioxnxcetCLeofe '^^s^ T£>a^^ 
through the press, that the name o^ ^\i 5c3kel'^«^^^ 
and his comrades of the Erehtis Mi^L Terror ^^\^Q-^*^ 
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struck off the Navy List on the 81st of March, 1854 viad 

that the allotments paid to their wives aad children wofQld 

thenceforth cease. 

But for the perseverance of a ^rtion of those who com- 
s««^ n^^4.^;^*\x-tn]„^^*„ ^.«^;i;^-.qjj^ gjj^ ^j^ better means 

journeys on the ice than 



disposal of Franklin, whereby they were enabled 
to communicate with Winter Harl>our, the name of 
Captain M'Glure and his gallant comrades would probably 
also have been swept from the roll of the English service. 
When men peril their lives in the Arctic Ocean for the 
fame and honour of their country, they should not receive 
the summary treatment which, under uie Statute of Limi- 
tations, is applied to a note of hand, after the lapse of a 
few years. 

It is perfectly well known that Sir John Franklin 
wintered, in 1845-6, at Beechy Island, and it is doubtless 
true that, in the summer of 1846, he passed into the open 
sea to the North, on his way around the American con- 
tinent, to make the North-west passage. This was the 
object of his voyage, which he did not expect to complete 
before 1852. Is there any just ground for the assumptiiRi 
that his case is different from that of Captain M'Qure, 
whose vessel, the Investigator, is still imbedded in the ice 
of Mercy Bay at Baring's Island P Food, we have seen, 
is readiljr procured throughout the Arctic Sea ; health is 
easily maintained there, and, as yet, only the surface has 
been penetrated in the efforts to discover hin^ owing to 
the continued severity of succeeding wintjsrs, and to the 
want of experience in the Arctic navigation and traveL 
No one has yet followed Franklin into the open Polar Sea 
— ^unless it be Dr. Kane. The efforts hitherto made have 
been whoUy inefficient, and they do not warrant the hasty 
and cruel decision of the British Admiral^. If there 
were officers behind Sir John Franklin waiting for pro- 
motion, their case could have been accommo(mted m a 
different manner, at least, I suppose, with the aid of an 
act of parliament; but, at a moment when the whole 
civilized world is deeply interested in Ihe efforts made so 
nobly for his rescue, and warm hopes are cherished for 
their success, it seems wholly premature and inexplicable 
that an order should be issued, calculated to repress aU 
further efforts for his discovery. The expeditions which 
have now gone forward are provided with means of 
makine; long and rapid ioumeya over the ice. Sir John 
l^ranklin was not ; and ne Ta«L&^ cyw^ \o ^'e^ eiLKiNasxaa <^^ 
otiiers, what Captain "M.'CVar€> ^ meoL ^o ^iSSSxi!^^ ^^^tc^- 
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pHslied for themi^Yes. They went to M^tille Island, 
and left at Winter Harbour a notiee stating where the 
Tessel was. A partr of Captain Xellel's men found it, 
and went immeaiateiy to the vessel, as the distance was 
only 160 miles. It is certain Sir John Franklin had the 
means to make the ionmey over ice and water, but if 
he were 500 miles nirther west, looked up in the same 
manner, he would be compelled to wait thereuntil relieved 
by the efforts of others, it was the common belief of Arctic 
navigators, and the belief has been partly accurately veri- 
fied, that a succession of islands lines the northwest 
coast from Baffin's Bay to beyond Behring's Strait. 
Failing to find an open passage from the Polar Sea, through 
openings between those islands to that strait, Franklin 
would of course winter, as did Captain M'Clure, in the 
most convenient and accessible harbour, and, no doubt, 
with the same result ; Captain M'Clure took the inner 
passage between those islands and the continent. The 
means now exist f<x traversing this entn^ region with 
safety, rapidity, and certainty. The question wnether or 
not Sir John Franklin and his comrades died in the 
8^*vice ci England could not be justly decided, in view 
of these acts, until after the intervenmg snace between 
the waters which flow into the Atlantic, ana those which 
fiow into the Pacific, had been thoroughly and in vain 
examined. 

The expedition of Capt. McClintO(^, and the intelligence 
he brought home in 1859, has now set this question de- 
finitively at rest. We know the spot where his ships were 
blocked up by ice, and where they were ultimately aban- 
doned. 

At a dinner given in 1853, at his native town of Lynn, 
to Lieutenant CressweD, the bearer of Captain M'Clure's 
despatches to the Admiralty, Sir Edward Parrv, who was 
present, thus spoke on the subject of Franklin s fate :— • 

** While we are rejoicing over the return of our friend, 
and the probable return of his shipmates, we cannot but 
turn to that which is not a matter of rejoicing, but rather 
a matter of sorrow and regret — that there has not been 
found a single token of our dear long-lost Franklin and his 
companions. Not only has that been the case in the ex- 
pedition in which Lieutenant Gumey Cresswell hfts been 
engi^ed, but I tmderstandit to be the case with Sir Edward 
Belcher, who has gone up the Wellington Inlets ^l^sstfeV 
certainly thought traces must be ioxm5,\>ftc«»a^ ^"Yi^fti^s^^ 
Island we knew Franklin passed ^fi &w^ -wm\«t ^V^^xff^ 
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went out. There we fonnd three graves of his men,— -and 
that is, up to the present moment, the only token whateyei 
we have received of him. I do consider it a most mjsterioiu 
thing, and I have thought of it as much as ainrbody. I 
can form but a single idea of the probable fate orFranklin. 
I do not agree wim our friend G-umey Cresswell about the 
probability of both ships having gone down, and nothing 
been seen of them, because, although it is true tliat nothii^ 
might have been seen of the ships themselves, I do nd 
believe the crews would have all perished at one moment. 
I think there is that stuff and stamina in 130 Snglishmeiw 
that, somehow or other, they would have maintained them* 
selves as well as a parcel of Esquimaux would. They 
would have found the Esquimaux, and there would have 
been someihiing like a trace of them if they had been on 
earth. The only thin^ which I can suggest is this: 
Wellington Strait was discovered by myself on the erpedi* 
tion I spake of. It is a large opening from Lancaster 



Sound. Whejj^ I was going up westward from Melville 

iw Wellington Strait PC 
and so I marked it on my chart, it was not my business 



Island, we saw Wellington Strait perfectly &ee £rom ice. 



to go north as long as I could get west, and, therefore, we 
ran past and did not examine it ; but it has always been 
a favourite idea of those who imagined that the north-west 
passage was to be easily made by going north. That, we 
know, was the favourite idea of Franklin, and we know 
he did intend, if he could not get westward, to go up 
Wellington Channel. We have it from his own lips. My 
belief is still that c^ter the first winter he did ao up thai 
channel, and that having steam power (which I had not in 
my time,) it is possible he may have gone up in a favourable 
season; for you cannot imagine anything more different 
than a favourable and an imfavourable season in those 
regions. You cannot imagine the changes that take place 
in the ice there. I have been myself sometimes beset for 
two or three days together by the ice, in such a way that 
from the mast-head I could not see suf&cient water to float 
that bottle in ; and in 24 hours there was not a bit of ice 
to be seen — nobody could tell why— I cannot tell why : 
and you might have sailed about as you may in your own 
river, as far as ice is concerned. Therefore^ in a favourable 
season he may have gone up that inlet, and way, b^ the 
power qf steam and favourable circumstances, have got so far 
to the northeast that, in an ordinary season, he could not get 
hack again. And those who knew Franklin, know this— 
that he would push on year after year 8o loug as IvU ^o^v« 
^ions lasted. Kothdng couVd bV>^ \iim, ■B.^^^TwA»>Qsia 
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man to look back if he believed the thing was still possible. 
He may have got beyond the reach of our searching: 
parties, for Sir Edward Belcher has not been able to get 
far up, and we have not been able to get the investigation 
completed. Li speaking of Franklin, every one wm feel 
sorrow for his probable fate. My dear fnend Franklin 
was 60 years old when he left tms country ; and I shall 
never forget the zeal, the almost youthful enthusiasm with 
which that man entered upon that exnedition. Lor<} 
Haddington, who was then First Lord or the Admiralty, 
sent for me, and said, 'J see, by looking at the navy list, thai 
Franklin is 60 years old : do you thimc we ought to let him 
go P' I said, ' He is a fitter man to go than any I know ; 
and if yon don't let him go, the man will die of disappoint- 
ment/ He did go, and has been gone eighi years ; and, 
therefore, I leave to yourselves to consider what is the 
probability of the life of that excellent and valvable man. 
In the whole course of my experience I have never known 
a man like Franklin. I do not say it because he is dead— > 
upon the principle de tnortui nil nisi honv/m; but I never 
knew a man in vmom different qualities were so remarkably 
combined. In my dear friend Franklin, with all the ten- 
derness of heart of a simple child, there was aU the great- 
ness and magnanimity oi a hero." 

THE MTSTBBT OP THEIB PATE SOLVED. * 

All the foregoing observations are now of little, avail, for 
detailed particulars of the fate of Sir John Franklin 
and his fellow- voyagers have come to hand. What has been 
all along surmised has really taken place, and the melan* 
choly fact that most, if not all, penshed from starvation, 
has been revealed in terms too sad and dreadful to dwell 
upon. 

^ews has come at last, but the gloomiest predictions fall 
far short of the horrors of their actual fate. We all were 
forced to admit that the ships might have been wrecked— 
that their crews might have fallen victims to the elements 
— ^but slow, lingering starvation, protracted only by tho 
most horrible expedient to which man in his agony car» 
resort — ^these were miseries none of us had anticipated. 

The substance of this sad intelligence is as follows :-— 
Dr. Ea.e, of the Hudson's Bay Company, and so well 
known as an Arctic voyager, arrived in liondon, October 
22nd, 1854, with the tidings that, whilst engaged in tK<& 
survey of Boothia, he fell in witk a ^«c^ ox XsrOT^^ssisjs, 
Esquimaux. These men informied "Vmn. AiJoaX. «jiQ?QaKt\i'5^ 
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of their countrymen, in the spring of 1850, had seen & 
party of white men maldng their way to the Tn^i^>^RTM^■ 
Later on in the season these natiyes eame to tho spot where 
the white men had fallen down to die. Thirty dead bodies 
were fonnd, and fire (no doabt the first victims) lay buried 
at a little distance. The bodies had wann dotkmjyr, and 
ffuns and ammunition were scattered about ; bat aJus ! of 
S>od there was none, and, sad to tell, traces were left that 
seemed to prove the last surviyors had been driven by the 
agonies of nunger to feed <hi the bodies of their dead 
companions. 

The first impulse, on hearing such news, is to ask if any- 
thing that eomd be done was left undone to rescue our 
gallant and ill-fated countrymen? It is a mdanoholy 
satisfaction to get a ne^tive reply. One expedition, that 
of Sir James Koss, mi^t perhans have helped them in 
1848 and 1849 ; but its commander judged it prudent to 
return at a time when many experienced Arctic voyagen 
thought he should have stayed. 

Two exploring expeditions — that of Kennedy, assisted 
by lieutenant ^llot, the yoong French sailor who pe- 
rished so sadly but so nobly, and that of Dr. Sae, who 
comes back with news at last, — ^had traversed and re-tra- 
versed the immediate vicinity of the place where the bodies 
were found by the Esquimaux. But even tliese expedi- 
tions could not probably have found any Rurvivors, though 
the fate of the missing voyagers would have been earlier 
set at rest. 

Dr. Eae considered the tidings he had learned of suffi- 
cient importanceto justify him inat once coining to England, 
without waiting to interrogate the Esquimaux who had 
actually seen the bodies. Qlie truth of the destruction of 
Sir John Franklin and his companions was, however, made 
but too evident by the evidences of the fact which liie na- 
tives, seen by Dr. Eae, bore about them. Tbey were 
decorated with bits of telescopes and coins, and with 
spoons and other articles of silver plate, one of which had 
^r John Franklin's name upon it, and others the initials 
of some of the officers of the expedition. Further details 
are therefore but of secondary importance, though the 
world would be glad to hear of the preservation of books 
or papers that might cast some light on this, the saddest 
page of Arctic history. 

The following is Dr. Bae's Eeport to the Secretary of 
tie Admiralty: — 

SiB,—! have the honour to meiAVoTi, tot i\v^ VaXoxm^Wwi cS. tsss 
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Lords ConuniBsloiiers of the Admiralty, that during my jounney otw 
the ice and mow this spring, with the view of completing the surrey 
of th) west shore of Boothia, I met with Esquimaux in Felly Bay, 
from one of whom I learned that a party of " white men" (Kablonnans) 
had perished firom want of food some distance to the westward, and 
not far beyond a large riyer, containing many falls and rapids. Sab* 
sequently, ftirther particulars ware received, and a number of articles 
purchased, which places the fate of a portion, if not of all of the then 
survivors of Sir John Franklin's long-lost party, beyond a doubt — a 
fate as tenrible as the imagmation can conceive. 

The substance of the information obtained at various times and 
jQrom various sources, was as follows: — 

In the spring, four winters past (spring 1850), a party of " white 
men," amounting to about fbrty, were seen travelling southward ovei 
the ice, and dragging a boat with them, by some Esquimaux, who were 
lulling seals near the north shore of King William's Land, which is 
a large island. None of the party could speak the Esquimaux lan- 
guage intelligibly, but by signs the party were made to understand 
that their ship, or ships, had been crushed by ice, and that they were 
now going to vihfere they expected to And deer to shoot From the 
appearance of the men, all of whom, except one officer, looked thin, 
they were then supposed to be getting short of provisions, and pur- 
chased a small seal from the natives. At a later date the same season, 
but previous to the breaking up of the ice, the bodies of some thirty 
persons were discovered on the continent, and five on an island near 
it, about a long day's journey to the N. W. of a large stream, which can 
be no other than Back's Great Fish Biver (named by the Esquimaux 
Doot-ko-hi-calik), as its description, and that of the low shore in the 
neighbourhood of Point Ogle and Montreal Island, agree exactly 
with tliat of Sir Greorge Back.* Some of the bodies had been buried 
(probably those of the first victims of fkmine), some were in a tent or 
tents, otheis under the boat, which had been turned over to form a 
shelter, and several lay scattered about in difierent directions. Of 
those found on the island, one was supposed to have been an officer, as 
he had a telescope strapped over his shoulders, and his double-bar* 
relied gun lay underneath him. 

From the mutilated state of many of the corpses, and the contents 
of the kettles, it is evid^it that our wretched countrymen had been 
driven to the last resource— cannibalism— as a means of prolonging 
existence. 

There appeared to have been an abundant stock of ammunition, as 
the powder was emptied in a heap on the ground by the natives out of 
the kegs or cases containing it ; and a quantity of ball and shot was 
fbund below high-water mark, having probably been left <m the ice 
close to the beach. There must have been a number of watches, ocnn- 
passes, telescopes, guns (several double-barrelled), &c., all of which 
appear to have been broken up, as I saw pieces of those difiierent 
articles with the Esqidmaux, together with some silver spoons and 
forks. I purchased as many as I could get. A list of the most im« 
portant of these I enclose, with a rough sketch of the crests and initials 



« This locality will be found deacT&«^ \>^ l^ix. ^va£^»n^> 
page IBS.-^P.L, S. 
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of the foriu and spoons. The articles themselves shall be handei 
over to the Secretary of the Hudson's Bay Company on my arrival te 
London. 

None of the Esquimaux with whom I ccmversed had seen the 
** whites," nor had they ever been at the place where the bodi« woe 
found, but had their information from those who had been there, and 
who had seen the party when travelling. 

I offer no apology for taking the liberty of addressing yon, as I do 
so from a belief that their lordships Would be desirous of being put in 
possession, at as early a date as possible, of any tidings, however 
meagre and unexpectedly obtained, regarding this painfully interesting 
subject. 

I may add, that by means of our guns and nets, we obtained an 
ample supply of provisions last autumn, and my small parly passed t\» 
winter in snow houses in comparative comfort, the skins of the deer shot 
affording abundant warm clothing and bedding. My spring jonn^ 
was a failure, in consequence of an accumulation of obstacles, sereral 
of which my former experience in Arctic travelling had n<rt taught ma 
to expect. — I have, &c., John Bae, M.D., 

Commanding Hudson's Bay Company's Arctic Expedition. 



The following are extracts from Dr. E^e's journal :— 

On the morning of the 20th we were met by a very intelllgeBt 
Esquimaux, driving a dog-sledge laden with musk-ox beef. This man 
at once consented to accompany us two days' Journey, and in a few 
minutes had deposited his load on the snow, and was ready to join us. 
Haying explained to him my object, he said that the road by which he 
had come was the best for us, and, having lightened the men's sledges, 
we travelled with more facility. We were now joined by- another of 
the natives, who had been absent seal-hunting yesterday, but, being 
anxious to see us, had visited our snow house early this morning, and 
then followed up our track. This man was very communicative, and 
on putting to him the usual questions as to his having seen ** white- 
man" before, or any ships or boats, he replied in the negative ; but said 
that a party of" Kablounans" had died of starvation a long distance to 
the west of where we then were, and beyond a large river. He stated 
that he did not know the exact place, that he never had been there, 
and that he could not accompany us so far. 

He also adds : 

From what I could learn, there is no reason to suspect that any 
Tiolence had been offered to the sufferers by the natives. 

List of u*ticles purchased from the Esquimaux, said to have been 
obtained at the place where the bodies of the persons reported to have 
died of famine were found, viz. : — " 1 silver table fork — crest, an ani- 
mal's head, with vrings extended above; 3 silver table forks— -crest, a 
bird with wings extended ; 1 silver table spoon — crest, with initials 
" F.R.M.C." (Captain Crozier, Terror) ; 1 silver table spoon and 1 fork 
—crest, bird with laurel branch in mouth, motto, *' Spero meliora ;* 
1 silver table spoon, 1 tea spoon, 1 dessert fork — crest, a fish's head 
looking upwards, with laurel bruncYvea on ^«it\v ^x^^^*^ \ ^n« x^LXAft fetk. 
'^initials, " H. D. S. G." (Harry D. S>. GwAwt, «s&\^«sv\..9!qx^»sii^ 
Mrebus)', 1 silver table lork—iniVMi\a/* i!^^^I>." <.iAc5^«tt^« ^T>w»i^ 
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Bssistant-snrgeon, Terror) ; 1 silver table fork— initials, *' O. A. M.** 
(Gillies A. Macbean, second-master. Terror) ; 1 silver table fork — 
initials, * J. T. ;•* 1 silver dessert spoon— initials, " J. S. P.'* (John S. 
Feddie, surgeon, Urdnu) ; 1 ronnd silver plate, engraved, " Sir John 
Franklin, K.C.B. ;" a star or order, ^th motto, ** ^ec aspera ttrreM% 
G. R. ni., MDCCCXV." 

Also a number of other articles with no mark^ by which they could 
be recognised, but which will be handed over with those above-named 
io the Secretuy of the H09. Hudson's Bay Company. 

John Bae, K.D. 

In addition, and by way of furtlier explanation to the 
foregoing observations, I may state that a dolphin's head, 
between wines, is the crest of the family of Sergeant ; and 
the silver table forks may therefore have belonged to Mr. 
Hobert O. Sergeant, mate of the Srebus, A dove with the 
oUve branch, and motto, " Spero meliora,** is the crest of the 
family of Fairholme, of GreenhilL The motto, ** Nee aspera 
terrenU** is that of the Gnelphic order, which had been be- 
stowed upon Sir John Franklin, who was a K.C.H., and 
not a E1.C.B. The crest, a confer eel's head between two 
eprigs (or a dolphin's head, as it is sometimes portrayed), 
belongs to the Franklin family. Dr. Peddie was surgeon 
of the Terror, and not of the JErebus. 

The articles of plate identified would seem then to have 
belonged to Sir John Franklin, Lieutenant Fairholme^ 
Mr. Goodsir, and Mr. Sergeant of the Erehtis, and to 
Captain Crozier, Mr. McDonald, and Mr. Peddie, of the 
Ten^or, The table fork marked " J. T." it is difficult to 
appropriate to any one. The only persons in the expedi- 
tion with these initials were James Thompsou, gunner, 
and John Torrington, leading stoker, both 01 the Terror; 
but these were not likely to have articles of plate. The 
latter died, and was buried at Beechey Island. The initials 
may have been mistaken for thoseof Lieutenant Johnlrving, 
of the Terror. Although the specified articles evidently once 
belonged to the above-named officers, it cannot be admitted 
that tney account clearly for their fate, however strong the 
presumption may be, for it is just possible that the silver 
may have been pihfered from the abandoned and ice«> 
imprisoned ships, or exchanged with the Esquimaux for 
articles of food. 

On the very natural supposition that parties pressed for 
food, and among peaceable Esquimaux, would rather 
divide than unite, it cannot be affirmed that the fate of all 
the gallant band of Arctic explorers is definitely ascer* 
tained. 

According to the account giveii \iy ^"^ "^^c^isaacQCK- \p> 
Dr. B^e, a party of white men, soinft ^o^ "va- Ts«ss>e- 
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ber, were first seen in the spiing of 1850, trarelling 
sonth, on the north shore of King 'William's I^cL It wn 
a little later in the same season that the bodies of some 
thirty of the crew of the expedition are said to have been 
discovered on the continent near Back's Biver, only twelre 
days' journey from one of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
ontnosts. This throws a degree of suspicion on the tmjk 
of tne Esqnimanx story. Considering the short space of 
time that elansed, and from the account of the Esqaimaux 
tiiemselves, mat the men on King William's Land had it 
in their power to kill seals if greatly pressed with hunger, 
I can scarcely believe that they were the same party whidi 
died of starvation, and whose remains were sabseqnentlj 
discovered. The probability is, that, in separate parties, 
they endeavoured to make their way over those frozen, 
inhospitable deserts, towards the American coast, which 
was some three hundred miles from the place at which 
they abandoned their ships. One partv it would seem has 
succumbed to famine and fatigue, and aner such a long lapse 
of time it would be a vain hope indeed to suppose that the 
others have fared better. 

The following letter, addressed to "The Times," 
answers a few doubts that had been suggested:— 

Sir, — The question has fteqnently been asked of me, ** How can I 
ftocoont for so few of the unfortunate party forming the exi>e(lition 
under Sir John JBYanidin being seal by the Esquimaux, and for all 
these being found dead at or near one spot ?" 

It is my duty, as well as my desire, to give every information on 
this distressing subject, not only to the relatives and ftiends of the lost 
men, but also to the public at large, and the best medium of doing so 
is through the columns of your ** far and wide '* spread journal, should 
you consider the following remain worthy of a place therein : — 

As I have not the Blue Books on the subject of Arctic disooyery 
by me, I may make some error in my statements ; but, as far as my 
memory serves me, the last news we had from Sir John Franklin, in 
1845, was that he had provisions for three, or somewhat more than 
three ycSars, which he could make last for four. Again, the captain of a 
whaler, whose name I forget, says that *' the crews of the Erebus and 
Terror^ when in Baffin's Bay, on their passage westward, were killing 
and salting down great numbers of waterfowl, as a resource in case of 
necessity." 

The information obtained by me from the Esquimaux (by a mode of 
questioning which they understood, and in which they were induced 
to explain the different places where they had passed the winter seasons 
since the year 1849) was, I consider, perfectly conclusive as to the spriog 
of 1850 being the period of the melancholy catastrophe to which 
J refer. This will make the time e\«.pa&^ «av(^ %\t 3 . ¥T9CDklin. was 
ls«t Been In Baffin's Bay untaH thft cyi\niLt \%^^^ ^«r! -us^o^ %ei^ 
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Sappofiing that the provisiaris canried from England hy the eiq^edi- 
tion did last four years (by the end of which I have no doubt the 
crews of the Tessels would be much reduced in numbers, and 
those that survived greatly debilitated), the party would be wholly- 
thrown on the greasy, rancid, salted watofowl, which I beUere most 
persons will agree with me in thinlriiig would imarease the fatality of 
«cnrvy, If it already existed, or cavse that dread disease if it had not 
previously made its appearance. 

This may account rationally for so few white meD. having been seen 
by the natives. 

Again, ** as to all tiie dead being found at or near the same place." 

Nothing is more natural or more easily accounted fw by & 
petaoa. of ezperioice in the Arctic Seas, and whose mind is properly 
constructed. 

Let us for a moment picture to ourselves a party of gallant men 
reduced by want, and perhaps disease, to great extremity, pushing 
their way to the mostih of a large river, such as the Bade, the ice on 
which they expected wotdd break up in a sIhh^ time and permit ihem. 
to embaik in their boat. Having arrived n^u* sadb. river the strength 
of some had failed, so that they could not travel even when un> 
attached to the sledge, and the others were unable to drag them. 
What step would brave men take in such a difficulty? My reply 
would be — cling together — stop, and let the stronger endeavour to 
kill game for the support of themselves and the weidBer ontil tiie ice 
broke up, then embark, turn by turn, in the boat, and thus travel with 
much greater ease and speed than when on foot. 

The Esquimaux whom I saw at Pelly Bay preceded me to Bepulse 
Bay, and, when I returned, were living in the most friendly terms willi 
the three men left in charge c^ our property there. None of these 
m^ understood a word of the Esquimaux language, yet I was 
fauwmed by them, belbre I had communicated any of my news, that 
they believed a party of white men had died of starvation far to 
the westward, and that they had been reduced to a very dreadfhl 
alternative before death. On my asking my infinmants how ihtj 
had discovered this, tliey replied, by the s^;ns made them by the 
natives. 

I may add, in suj^port of what I have already stated regarding men 
carrying with them useless articles on having to abandcm their ship in 
the Arctic Sea, that I have since learnt from the best authority — Sir 
J<dm Boss himself— that in effecting his wonderftal escape, after a 
three years' detention in Prince Regent's Inlet, he distributed his 
silver plate among the men, rather tiian leave it behind, and thiia 
brought most of it to England with him. 

At the opening meeting of the Soval Geographical 
Society for the Session, November 13m, 1854, Dr. Bae 
read a paper descriptive of his last journey, and exhibited 
the rehcs he had brought home, wnich excited consider- 
able interest in a very large audience. 

Li reply to a number of questions, 

Dr. !Eae said that he did not himself speak the lan^ft^ 
beyond a very few words; the iac^ja ^<ft%cc^^^^5^ "^s^fc 
jEaquimaux were interpreted to laiin\>xaTvaL\Jw^ \xsJsKr^»S^^^ 
who accompanied the expeditioTi. T^ tqskdl «^?3&.^ ^^^^ 
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English langtiage as fluently as lie (Dr. !Rae) did, and he 
had reason to believe that he was trustwort^. The 
person who recommended him, and whom lie (Dr. Sac) 
nad known for years, told him that this interpreter was 
never a rogue unless when he was hungry. (A laugh.) Ib 
this case the man had no interest to deceive, and if aa 
Esquimaux attempted to impose an untrath upon yoa it 
was easy to detect him by cross-questioning. Among the 
relics found were a portion of the silver-plate belonging 
both to Sir John Franklin and Captain C&ozier, and this 
and the statements made bv the Esquimaux he thought 
conclusive as to the fate of the party. It was the general 
opinion that if the partv divided, as was most probable, 
one ship's company would take one direction and the other 
another. Now, there were only two routes that could be 
taken — the one by Lancaster Sound, and the other by the 
Back Elver, and it was in the inunediate vicinity of the 
Back Eiver that the remains were found. 

Dr. Scoresby inquired whether Dr. Eae had been 
enabled to form any opinion from what had been commu- 
nicated by the Esqumiaux, as to the period of the year when 
the party of white men was seen in a boat, and when they 
obtained supplies from the Esquimaux. 

Dr. Rae replied that it was about the season of the year 
when the Esquimaux went down to hunt seals, which 
was the end of April, or the beginning of May. It was 
about a month after this that the bodies were found after 
the navigation had be^an to open, but before the ice had 
broken up. The Esqumiaux, luce all savage people, calcu- 
lated time by moons. They had the bear moon, the fish 
moon, the fowl moon, and the seal moon ; and it was afler 
the seal moon. 

Dr. Scoresby. — In what year was that P 

Dr. Eae replied that he had very clearly ascertained by 
cross-questioning the Esquimaux that it was in the year 
1850 ; and although the mformation came to him second* 
hand, it was in some respects better than if it were first- 
hand. If it had come first-hand from the Esquimaux who 
fell in with the party of Europeans, thejr miglit have had 
an interest in misleading, because thev might suppose that 
the persons questioning them desired to deprive them of 
the articles they had taken from the persons who had 
perished, but the party who gave the information had no 
such interest, and besides, they were friendly to the white 
men. 

Dr. Scoresby. — Is it yoxxT \migte>s.«^otiL^i^Qa^S&^baii^!tt\ft 
the Back Eiver the calamVty ^La^i^ue^'i 
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Dr. Eae. — Yes, it was distinctly described by the 
Esquimaux. They described the number of rivers I 
should have to cross to get to it, and they stated that the 
place where the bodies were found was to the west of the 
river where there were no hiUs, and the only part that 
answers that description is the ground near the Back 
Hiver. 

Dr. Scoresby expressed a doubt whether they had yet 
the means before them to come to a conclusion as to the 
fate of EranHin and his companions. It had been assumed 
by the newspapers that the ships of the expedition had 
been lost, but they had no evidence of that fact. Dr. Eae 
had ^ven no imbrmation as to any timber or remains 
of ships being found in the possession of -the Esquimaux. 
The presxmiption therefore was, that the ships were still in 
existence ; and that hypothesis was by no means incon« 
sistent with the finding part of the crew starved to death 
as described. It was natural for Sir John Eranklin and 
his party, folding his ships frozen in and having no means 
of extricating them, to consider what should be done ; the 
probability was that they had left their vessels and pro* 
ceeded inland — some would probably take one route, some 
another — some might have remained in the ship. He 
thought it possible that some of these brave men yet 
survived. It was natural, he thought, that Sir J. Franldiil 
would make across for the American coast. 

Colonel Sabine did not think Eranklin had gone up the 
Wellington Channel, but rather, in the execution of his 
orders, he went by Cape Walker, and that way to the 
south-west coast of America, and that there he got involved 
in the ice. 

Captain Kellett, E.N., considered it entirely conjectural 
where Eranklin met with the disaster which the relics ob* 
tained by Dr. Eae showed had befallen him. He agreed 
with Dr. Scoresby that there was a possibility of some of 
the parties being still in existence, and he a^eed with Sir 
John Eoss that the western coast of BaflSn*s Bay should be 
explored on towards the territories of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. It was clear they had got the remains now 
within a small distance, for the exploration of which 
a single season would be sufficient. 

Captain M'Clure, E.N , concurred in the propriety of 
searching the west coast of Baffin's Bay, but considered 
the evidence of Dr. Eae almost conclxisw^, wA %«:« Tia 
chance of Sir John Eranklin's party "VuLvm?^ e^cK^^^* ,^^ 
Commander Oshom protested agwsiat ^\r ^^^^"^^^^^^^ 
being accused of turning back ftoni "baa ^o"^ «»». «a«w* 

s 
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doning the duty on whicii lie had been sent. It was nov 
said, search for him in Davis's Straits or Baffin's Bay; 
those places had been open to search every year since v» 
expedition sailed. He oelieved Sir John Franklin went 
to the S.W. and there ]^erished. He was confident tbifc 
Franklin had obeyed his orders to the letter, and tfait 
he proceeded by way of Cape Walker, but that finding 
the ice too heavy to make head against, he went down 
Feel Sound (a fine open channel), and in that directkm ho 
believed the other bodies would be found. 

Dr. Eae said that he had picked up two pieces of timber 
in Victoria Straits — one a boat's mast, and the otiMr 
a block, having a hole in it for a duun. He thougbt 
it would be weu to send out ships as suggested, but there 
was little possibility of persons wintering in that locslity 
for any length of time. In the ]^aoe where Sir John 
Franklm am his party were supposed to be, it was veiy 
difficult to find same — especiaUy by men weakened by 
scurvy and long nardship. During the three yean that 
^ «f ohn Boss wintered there he only killed three deer 
and one musk cattle. He should be the last man to 
advise the abandonment of all hope—though he beliered 
there was none. 

Mr. P. L. Simmonds suggested that the dmber spoken <^ 
IMght have oome from Sir John Eranklin*s vessels whilst 
wintering off the west coast of North Somerset. 

Captain Inglefield, B.N., recommended that Back Biver 
and Kepulse Bay should be explored, the latter to the 
extent oi about tlu*ee hundred 'miles from where the bodies 
had been found. A vessel leaving England next spring 
might reach Chesterfield Inlet and Bepulse Bay ana 
return the same year ; another vessel might be sent round 
by Beechey Island and Peel's Soxmd. 

We are as yet in possession of the mere feet of our 
imhappy countrymen having met their end from the 
effects of famine — the same mystery which has hitherto 
concealed them and all the proceedings of that unfortunate 
expedition is hanging over it still. Did they ever pene- 
tnte as fer as the Arctic ice at the head of the WeUing- 
ton Channel, from whence Sir Edward Belcher has just 
returned P How long did they stay at Beechey Island? 
TVLcn did they abandon their ships? All this is yet 
nncertain, and are yet severally points for the specuJation 
of opinion, although they might all be revealed by papers 
endnotes, which would in a\\."wo\i^^\.^ Ao^ iQr(m<^«ltho 
seeae o£ their last suffcTinga. ^waA. m^2!M> «Jo^cws» ^ wwScl 
in&nnation, and for which, we Tn»a\.Vii^^^\^Hi fw«t 
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^o get it, there is some cancurrent testimony which musfc 
not be slighted, a portion of which I deduce from the 
parliamentary papers (Arctic Blue Books) and from a 
recent number of the NaiUical Magazine, 

It is strange how near relief must hare been in varionB 
q^uarters to the unfortunate sufferers at different times. 
In the spring and summer of 1847, Dr. Eae and a party of 
five were surveying the coast from Lord Mayor's Bay in 
the Gulf of Boothia round Committee Bay (see ante, page 
137-39.) In 1848 Sir James Eoss winteied at Port L^ 
pold, and traversed on foot the northern and western 
shores of North Somerset. In 1850, Captain Austin's 
expedition was wintering at Griffith and Comwallis Islands, 
and parties explored Austin Island and the coasts about 
Cape Walker. Captain Forsyth, in the Prince Albert^ 
reached to Fury Point in August, 1850, but was unable 
to land Gc to penetrate to the head of Begent Inlet, from 
the obstructions of the ice. 

Whether in their ships or in boats, Franklin's party are 
supposed, for good reasons, to have passed southward on. 
the western side of North Somerset. But when P As Sir 
James Boss travelled down the west shore of North 
Somerset and returned northward in June, 1849, the party 
must have passed beyond his horizon to the westward A 
that time, or down the same coast as he did, before, or 
after he was there. Dr. Bae's statement inclines one to 
the belief that it must have been afber, as " four seasons 
ago" would bring the event to the spring of 1850. Ther» 
is another point of interesting coincidence also in the report 
hrought home in October, 1849, by Captain Parker, of 
the Truehve, given at page 70 of the " Papers and Cor- 
respondence relative to the Arctic Expedition under Sir 
John Franklin," (No. 107, Session 1850.) 

Some Esquimaux had communicated to the whalers in 
Pond's Bay the fact that two ships had been frozen up for 
four seasons on the west side of Begent's Inlet, and that 
two were on the east side, which had been one season ia 
the ice. The rude sketch made by the Esquimaux showed 
two ships with their topmasts down, and two with themt 
up, corresponding to the ships of Franklin and l^<>as{ ^ 
Qjiere were one or two points in which there was ©videntljs 
some misconception, such as the communicatiotL .between 
them that had been represented, but which certainly 
had not taken place. The report, however, goes far to aho^ 
that the ships of Franklin were on. oiifi «\.^<2> cJl "^^-^^ 
Somerset and ikoae of Sir James B/O&ft on. VJa-e^ Q'Oast % >^^^ 
both the Esquimaux. accovlntseom<ad"ftm«^>s^^^^'«s»^J^^^^ 
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fillips or party to be on the western side of North Sonw- 
set, one m 1849, and the other in 1850. What became q( 
them between the summer of 1846, when we know thej 
were at Beechey Island, and Angnst, 1850, when we ksof 
they had left it, is still a mystery. 

Li the absence of any ftill or detailed information, it mj 
be well to collect and connect the scattered linlra of infcf* 
mation which may appear to throw any ftirther light oi 
the fate of the ships and explorers. It should be remem* 
bered that inAu^fust, 1850, three male Esquimaux commit 
nicated at Cape York, on the eastern coast of Baffin's fiaf, 
with the people of H.M.S. Intrepid, and boats' crews of 1^ 
Prince Albert and Sir John Boss's yacht Felix. The piff* 
port of their statement was to the allowing effect : 

" That in the winter of 1846, when the snow was fallingi 
two ships were broken by the ice, a good way off, in the 
direction of Cape Dudley Digcs, and an;erwards burned by 
a fierce and numerous tribe of natives. 

" They asserted that the ships were not whalers and 

that epaulettes were worn by some of the white men. 

" That a part of the crews were drowned; that the re- 
mainder were some time in huts, or tents, apart from the 
natives ; that they had guns, but no balls ; were in a weak 
and exhausted condition, and were subsequently killed bj 
the natives with darts or arrows." 

At the time, this statement was considered highly im- 
probable: but the subsequent accounts received now add 
colour to the truth of part, at least, of this report. In 
the evidence taken before the Arctic Committee, this matter 
was inquired into, and it appeared that Adam Beck, in a 
conversation he had with Erasmus York, another Esqui- 
maux, stated that — " In 1846, two ships, with three masta, 
went from our land to Omanak; they arrived safely, but 
the men are dead. Two ships were encompassed by the 
ice; otherwise they could not do. Their provisions were 
consumed. The men went to them ; it is said they are 
dead." Beck stated he heard this from the natives ai; 
Cape York. 

In the year 1846 (it is added), when the ice be^an to 
break, they set sail, and went to Omanak, and stayed there 
during the winter, because they could not proceed on 
account of the ice. 

Dr. Eae, in his previous survey of the Arctic shores, 
picked up, on the 20th August, 1851, a piece of pine wood, 
which excited much interest. L\ ^i^iaearance it resembled 
the butt end of a ^ag-staS, an9L^^«& &i©^^fe\.TMift'YM3!Ms^\si: 
ieiigtiu Ithadaciirio\xBmatV,we'fi^^^^'5^'^»™=^^ 
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and to it was attached a piece of wHte line, fastened by two 
copper tacks, both of wnich had the Gk)vemment mark of 
the " broad arrow" upon them. About a mile i^irther on, a 
piece of wood, which proved to be oak, was discovered on 
the water, but touching upon the beach. It was about three 
feet ei^ht inches long, and Dr. Eae supposed it to be a 
stanchion. Dr. Eao assumed from the curcumstance of the 
flood tide coming from the north, along the east shore of 
Victoria Island, that there was a water channel dividing 
that island &om North Somerset, and this was subse- 
quently proved by more recent e^mlorers to be the case. 
Through Ommanney Inlet, or Feel Sound, as it has since 
been named, therefore these pieces of drift wood must have 
come. 

Private letters received from Captain CoUinson state that 
when his ship, the JSnterprise, was in Cambridge Bay, a 
portion of a companion door, with the Queen's arms 
stamped upon it, was picked up, which, it is supposed, 
belonged to the JSrebus or Ihror. 

In 1852, Mr. Kennedy discovered a passage ihroagh. 
Brentford Bay into Victoria Strait ; crossed it, and travd* 
led over Priilce of Wales Land to the bight of Om- 
manney Bay, in 100 degrees west. Thence he proceeded 
up to Cape Walker, and returned to his ship in Batty 
!Bay, Eegent Inlet, via Fort Leopold, without finding 
any traces of the missing expedition, although he must 
have crossed the mrobable route of the retreating party to 
tha continent. He then observed, in a letter to Captain 
Pollen of the North Star, dated Beechey Island, 20tibi 
August, 1852: — "There is a strong probability Ihat Sir 
John fVanklin may have been carried through one of those 
channels that may be supposed to exist between Om- 
manney Inlet and victoria Strait." The first journey made 
by Mr. Kennedy and Lieut. Bellot, with their parb^, waa 
in mid winter, when, in the absence of the sun, they had 
to travel by mooidight, and slee^ in snow houses. la 
March (1852) Mr. Elennedy and his party spent six hours 
in the examination of Fury Beach, and me store of pro- 
visions, &c., left there by Lieut. Bobinson, of Sir James 
!Eoss's expedition in 1849, and he satisfied himself that no 
human footsteps had been there since. 

Sir John Franklin, having abandoned his ships some- 
where to the south-east or south-west of Cape Walker, 
when lus provisions were nearly exhausted, igtQ?cwi:Js5 
made for fiie Isthmus of Boot\i\a., \iv '^\^';2i «sis^^ 
Jife was known, in some seasons, \« ti[\iav!C£A\ ^^^J^^^ 
ftrength and supplies then became ex3aaMA^.e^> «si^ ^*^ 
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party decreaBed by famine. Two penona attaehedb 
his expedition, Mr. BLankey, the ice-master of the Ihnt, 
and Mr. McDonald, the asaistant-surgeoii of the mat 
vessel, were well acanainted with the Gulf of Boothia, tk 
former having been there with Sir John 'Roma in the Vtdnj, 
and the latter haying made seyeral Toyagea in whiHiig 
yessels, and being acquainted with the parts lying betwen 
Begent Inlet and Bayis's Straits. For an acooiint ci ^ 
resources of Boothia, and the neighbourhood of Begeot 
Inlet, &c., and its capabilitiefi for suBtaining life, I may rciff 
to preyions remarks at jMges 138 and 139, and 241. The plu 
for reaching and searching Sir James Boss's and Simpson'i 
Straits from the south is also painted out at page 181. 

In a letter from Sir James C. Boss, in 1851, he stittt 
that the season of 1846 was the most severe that has been 
known for many years ; none of the whale ships attained i 
hiffher latitude uian 74° on the east^ and 68° on the weifc 
side of Baffin's Bay, which bay was completely choked with 
heavy ice. Sir John Franklin's exi>edition had made buti 
■mall advance to the westward during the more favourable 
season of 1846 ; and it must have been a source of deep 
cbsappointment to them to have wintered so far short oi 
their expectations. Taking into consideration the cha- 
racter of the following seasons, it appears by no means im- 
probable that the ships were not released from their winter 
quarters imtU too late a period for them to make any fiir- 
uier progress to the westward, the barriera of ice in that 
direction, as well as that across the Wellington Channd, 
probably not breaking up at all that season, as they 
assuredly did not either in 1848 or 1849. 

It was not therefore till the close of 1846, or early in 
1847, that the ship were liberated. Probablv they may 
have got embayed in some of the straits and inlets running 
from Melville Sound southward to the Continent, in which 
the Enterprise and Investigator have drifted about hope- 
lessly with the currents. But where they left their ships 
it is impossible, in the absence of any details, to conjec- 
ture. It appears to have been about three years longer 
before they reached the continent; and the party were 
eyidcntly endeaTouring to make their way by the Great 
Fish Kivcr to Fort Churchill, on Hudson's Bay. 

A siDgular feature in the case is, that while Dr. Bae has 
visited 80 many quarters of the American coasts within the 
last five years — ^BepulseBay, Committee Bay, and the shores 
of WoUaston Island — and Yf\i\\e ^o TCkSbTL-^ ^e^xchvtv^ expedi- 
tions along the continent, an^ *o xMai^ ^Jsiv"^ ^ov^^ \m» 
been wintering in the baya «n3L ixAaVa oi "QsiB h»^aa -- 
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with the knowledge of how widely that littoral jpeople, the 
Ssquimaux, travel, no previous tidings of any of Franklin's 
parties should have become known. 

In 1848, Dr. Kichardson, in his searching journey be- 
tween the Coppermine and Mackenzie rivers, met large 
parties of Esquunaux on the coast, 300 at Point Encount^, 
and lesser numbers at most of the headlands, on the look- 
out for whales. 

In making for the Great Eish Biver, the retreating 
party were evidently desirous <^ avoiding the scene of 
fbranklin's former frightful sufferings in ascending the 
Coppermine River. 

Doubts were long^ expressed as to the truth of the 
?e8sels seen upon an iceberg ; but it seems now very pos- 
sible that these may have been Franklin's abandoned smps. 

Mr. A. G. Findlay, in a paper read at the last meeting c^ 
the British Association at Liverpool, " On Arctic Currents," 
expressed his belief in the truth of the story of the two 
three masted vessels seen floating on the ice at the North 
edge of Newfoundland, on the 26th of April, 1851, by the 
^enovaiioM, One of these ships was represented to be about 
600 tpna, the other 350 tons, and both had their top- 
masts struck and yards down, and all made snug, and 
to all appearance had passed the winter together. It 
had been ur^ed that Sir John Franklin would not 
abandon his ships; that they could not float uninterruptedly 
such a distance ; that they would have been seen oy tlie 
sealers on the Labrador coast ; that the account in the 
log differed materiallv from the verbal statem^iit ; that 
they were not real snips, &c ; while others set down 
the story as a pure invention. Wdl, they had to combat 
these statements, and against them were the consistent 
statements of the whole crew aa well as of Mr. Simpson, 
the passenger. 

As to the possibility of the two ships floating at such a 
distance in ccHnpany with each other, there never was the 
slightest doubt of the southern set out of Baffin's Bay and 
Davis's Straits, and the quantity of ice moving was very 
great. It was the prevailing opinion of Arctic vovagers 
Slat Sir John Franklin went up the Wellington Cnannel 
in the early spring of 1846. Supposing that he did so, 
and found open water, and could proceed for Ave hundred 
miles, and then became imbedded in the pack, the ships 
would drift back to the Wellington ChannaL ^-^-wt^ 
the north coast of Greenland, or ne im^X. \\3k^^ '^^^^^^^s. 
second season ; or, perhaps, \lq "becBSXv^ issJoci^^^^ ^^^t 
being impatient of being so dets^ed. iot \Jfixe» <2Pt ^-^ 
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years, had deserted the ships, as in the case of ih 
Investigator, which vessel, it mi^ht be inferred, wodM 
safely drift out in the coarse of tune without any humtt 
aid. 

The depositions of Mr. Coward the captain, Mr. "W. 
Simpson, the mate of the Menovation, and Mr. Josepk 
Lynch, passenger, were very strong, and additu»il 
confirmatory evidence was obtained from the mate of a 
Mecklenburg brig the Doctor Kneiss, who, on his armtl 
at New York in May, 1851, stated that he had metwitiii 
great deal of ice on the banks, and that he had also sees 
two vessels abandoned and water-logged. 

The possibility of ships so drifting is proved by the caw 
of Sir James Eoss's ships, which were carried bodily mik 
the ice at the rate of eight miles a day through Ijancaster 
Sound ; Captain Back's ship, which was drifted off Sonili- 
ampton Island in 1837, and^ately the case of the Grinnell 
ships, which were carried right out of Lancaster Sound into 
Pavis's Straits seated on an iceberg. 

I have already alluded, at page 154, to the diffienltf 
Sir John Boss's party found in travelling over ice after 
abandoning their ships, although by proper arrangementB 
and sub-division of labour, with ugnt sledges, Sie tadc 
has subsequently been rendered easv to strong and healthy 
men. Accidents among ice are seloom so sudden but that 
boats, clothes, and provisions can be saved. I may refer 
the reader back for the opinions of the leading Arctic 
voyagers, to former pages, to Captain Beechey's remarks, 
pages 156 and 190, and Dr. BicliArdson's, page 167. Dr. 
King stated long ago that it was about Victoria or Wol- 
laston's Land we might expect to find the expedition 
wrecked, whence they would make in their boats for the 
western land of North Somerset, if that land should not be 
too far distant (ante, yp. 160 and 161). Again, at p. 167, 
he points out particuJarly the Great Fish Eiver as the 
pource for relief. SirE. iParry, p. 163, also thought it pro- 
bable that thej^ would fall back on the west coast of North 
Somerset. Sir James Boss, however, doubts this, and at 
page 164 thinks it is in lat. 73 N. and long. 105 W. that 
we may expect to find Franklin's ships shut up. The 
remarks of Sir George Back, at p. 171, and of^ Captain 
Beechey, p. 173, may he referred to, who are of opinion 
that many afflicted with scurvy would clin^ to their ships. 

The most important news last received is the arrival at 
Tort Clarence on the 2ilst oi AM^aB\., o^ Cj«^\.«:m ^^.O^vcactv^ 
in the Enterprise, from \nB ^oi^ cxoe^vVAOTLm^^ i^xti6» 
0008 in the search o£ Sir Jobn^xaxiii^m. \^ ViSi\i^b xw3^^ 
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lected that this vessel sailed from England in the same sea- 
son and at about the same time as the Investigator (Captain 
M'Clnre), which arrired on the Atlantic side of the conti- 
nent a year since, having determined the North-West 
passage. No news having been received of the Enterprise 
tor several veara, almost as much anxiety was felt for her 
safety and that of her officers and crew, as for the expedition 
she was sent in search of; so much so as to induce the 
Government to station for her relief and assistance the 
jRattlesnake, at Fort Clarence, and the JPlover, at Point 
Barrow, during the winter of 1853, and they were both 
arranging for their succeeding winter quarters at the time 
the Enterprise returned ; at the termination of which season 
the Government had given orders to abandon the search 
for them. 

The Enterprise went into the Arctic Sea in the sunmier 
of 1851, and passed through Prince of Wales Strait, but 
finding the ice impracticalue for her advance, she wintered 
the winter of 1851-2 in latitude 71° 36' N.; longitude 71' 
85' W. After making every exertion to obtain the object 
of her voyage, the winter of 1852-3 was passed in Cam- 
bridge Bay, Wollaston Land, lat. 69*^ N., long. 105° 30/ W. 
Still proceeding on her voyage, the winter of 1853-4 found 
her in Camden Bay, 70° 8' JN ., 145° 30^. 

The ice released the vessel July 15th, 1854, when she 
commenced her return passage, but she did not reach Point 
Barrow imtil August 9th, having experienced bafflinc^ 
southerly winds and calms. Immediately on her arrivu 
at Port Clarence, on the 21st of August, finding that the 
Plover had left for Point Barrow a few days previous, for 
the purpose of assisting and relieving the Enterprise, as 
soon as supplies could oe put on board from the Rattle- 
snake ; at three p.m. on the 22nd the Enterprise started 
to overtake the Plover, and communicate with and recal 
her ; which duty performed, she would inmiediately pro- 
ceed to Hong-kong and the Plover would repair to V alpa- 
raiso, where the latter would meet the Sattlesnake. 

During the three years the Enterprise has been in the 
frozen sea, she has lost but three men — May 15th, 1853, 
William Driver, ship's cook; November 24th, 1852, 
William Greenaway, able seaman; June 29th, 1854, 
William Cheeseman, private marine. The commander, 
officers, and crew, fifty-nine in number, were in excellent 
health. The Enterprise found traces of the Ju-ocstigatcrP % 
passage in many places, and went mt\imTi\xie\;^ Tc^«e><2>'^'^siSt 
winter harbour, but not being able to -igtociee^ ^«s?Os^'t^'^ 
account of the ice, sailed up to W6V\astoii^Vc«iJt,^isaA.^^^^ 
fell in with tracea of Dr. Hae'a seaicliea. 
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la the ipring of 1852» trsFellingputies were despatdied 
OYer the ice, one of which reached MeJville laland, after 
great hardship. The natiyes met with during theToyags 
were of a peaceable and kind dispoatioii, ready at aUtuDtt 
to be of assiBtanee in any manner in their power. 

Probabh" no more interesting news, save infbzmsticmcf 
Sir John Frankhn, could have been giren ta the wodi 
than the safety of this ship. Embarked oo an emuid of 
mercy, which drew the attention of abnoet every eiviliied 
being towards them, it was feared they had met the sop- 
posed fate of those ^ey had proceeded to save. The asis 
of their extrication was everywhere received with joy. 

It is gratifying to find that in the course of her psoloiiged 
absence, the £fUerprig& has lost; so few nwa ; bnt^ in 
tnith, occupation and exposure in these northern regkns 
have not been fonnd prejudieial to the health of seamen, 
excepting, of conrse, in the case o£ an overwhehning ca* 
lamity, soch as that which evideiidy befel the JSrebn^ and 
Terror^ 

It would be idle to institute a oompanaozi between iis 
results of the efibrts made by Captain CoUinson and Captaia ' 
M'Clnre respectively in these mhospitable rejzioiis. We 
would simply mention, as an act of justice to Uaptain Col- 
linson, ana lest it should be supposed that he had desisted 
prematurely from his laboorious and perilous task, that as 
far as the IN orth-West Passage is concerned, the Snter- 
jprite accomplished as much as the Investigator, Captain 
CoUinson reached the north-western end of Prince of 
Wales Strait a little later than Captain M'Clure, who 
may, no doubt, claim priority at this point. Soth were 
stopped by an impenetrable barrier oi ice. There is no 
substantial difference between the result obtained at this 

Soint and the discovery made of Mercy Bay, where the 
mcestigator is lying jammed up amidst the ice. The diffi- 
culty, we presume, of reaching Melville Island is not at all 
greater from Point KusseU than from Cajpe HamiltcMi. 
Captain CoUinson, moreover, has saved his ship. The 
country will know how to place a proper value upon 
the exertions and achievements of both these gallant offi- 
cers, without seeking to raise or depress one at the cost of 
the other. 

Happily every human being employed on the searching 
expeditions during the last few years has now been with- 
drawn from these Arctic solitudes, and their exertions have 
been most persevering and \iOTkO\««Jo\fc, mtovdxially and 
Jiationaliy . Our wotk. amiidi VYift *\W5 '\^ xksyw \i\£l\\a^ Xa ^ssc^ 
ifature private investigations vj\jicW«^ %«N^\ft>(iMc^^\v^ 
upon tie manner inL whicki ^Exai^sX^ wiii\i^S.Tv^i^«ffla 
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by their end. We are no longer eoncemed for the livings 
but require fuller tidings of the dead. 

A letter from one of the American officers thus con- 
dudes : — ** If Sir John Franklin is gone to heaven, poor 
man, why then, as in Sir Humphrey Gilbert's case, }>er- 
baps seeking after him will be our diortest way of getting 
there." 

The cost of the various Gk>yemment Arctic expeditions 
up to the time of the outfit of Sir John Franklin's vessels, 
amounted to £336,317. The outlay since incurred for the 
Tarious searching expeditionB by Lmd and sea has bee&. 
about £900,000. 



Since the foregoing details were published several year» 
ago, some further most interesting and important narti- 
culars have been received. Five years after the publica- 
tion of Dr. Sae's report, confirmatory evidence reached us- 
obtained directly an the spot. 

So many fruitless efforts had been made in the search 
after the missing expedition that the public mind had 
almost given way to despair. But there was still one wha 
hoped against hope, and the screw yacht Jbx, under the 
oommand <^ Capt. M'CHntock, was sent out in the spring 
of 1867 at the expense of Lady Franklin. On the 21st (» 
September, 1859, the JPox arrived again in the Channel, 
and Capt. M'Clintock reported his return to the Admiralty 
in the despatch given below. 

Capt. M'Clintock has thus added another plume to hia 
previous Arctic laurels. 

Tackt i^, Ii.T.S. 

Sir, — ^I beg yon will inform the Lords CommissioDers of the Admi- 
nlty of the safe retmrn to thU country of Lady Franklin's Final 
Searching Expedition, which I have had the hcmoor to oondnct. 

Thehr LOTdshipe will r^ice to hear that onr endearours to ascer* 
tain the fitte of the ** Franklin ExpeditiLan" have met with complete 
Boecess. 

At Point "^ctory, npon the North-West coast of "Eiag William 
Island, a record has been found, dated the 25th <^ Ai»il, 1848, and 
signed by Captains Crozior and Fit^ames. By it we were informed 
that H.M.S. Erebus and J}Brror were abandoned on the 23nd of April* 
1848, in the ice, five leagues to the N.N.W., and that the suryiyors — 
in all amounting to 105 souls, under the oommand of Capt. Crozier — 
were proceeding to the Great Fish Biyer. Sir John Franklin had died 
CD. the 11th of June, 1847. 

Many deeply interesting relics of OTir \cwfc cu iM u to^ mftxi \«:f ^ >««». 
picked up upon the western shore of IKteg 'W\!Cft»"m\AMA> «5iA.<2»Ms^^ 
obtained from the Esquimaux, by wbom we wcro Vntowaftft. ^^^2J^ 
aequent to tbeir abandonment one bIk^ -waa cra!^k«fl». w^ ««b** ^*^ 
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ice, and fhe other forced on shore, where she has ever shioe beo. 
mffording them an almost inexhaustible mine of wealth. 

Being unable to penetrate beyond Bellot Strait, the Fbx wintcni 
in Brentford Bay, and the searchr— indading the estuary of the Grat 
Fish River and the discovery of 800 miles of coast line, by which ve 
have united the explorations of the former searching esqtedltiOBi to 
the North and West of oar position with those of Sir James Bm 
Bease, Simpson, and Rae to the South — has been performed by dedge 
Journeys this spring, conducted by Lieutenant Hobson, B.N., Captib 
Allen Young, and myself. 

As a somewhat detailed report of our proceedings will doubtless be 
interesting to their Lordships, it is herewith enclosed, together witht 
4shart of our discoveries and explorations, and at the earliest opporti* 
nity I will present myself at the Admiralty to afford fhrther infonu- 
tion, and lay before their Lordships the record found at Port Yietoir. I 

I have, &c, 
F. L. M'CUNTOCK, CaptaSn, BJ^. 

To the Secretary <^ihe AdnUraUyt London, 



The Fox effected her escape out of the main pack in Davis Strsiti, 
In lat esl"" N^ on the 25th of April, 1858, after a winter's ioe drift of 
1194 geographical miles. 

The small settlement of Holsteinborg was reached on the 28th, and 
such very scanty supplies obtained as the place afforded. 

On the 8th of May our voyage was recommenced ; Godhaven and 
Upemivik visited, Melville Bay entered early in June, and crossed to 
Cape York by the 26th ; here some natives were communicated with; 
they immediately recognised Mr. Petersen, our interpreter, formerly 
known to them tn the Grinnell expedition under Dr. Kane. In reply 
to our inquiries for the Esquimaux dog-driver " Hans,** left behind 
from the Advance in 1858, they told us that he was residing at Whtle • 
Sound. Had he been there I would most gladly have embarked him, 
AS his longing to return to South Greenland continues unabated. 

On the 12th of July communicated with the Cape Warrendcr natives, 
near Cape Horsburgh ; they had not seen any ships since the visit 
of the Phcenix in 1854, nor have any wrecks ever drifted upon their 
shores. 

It was not until the 27th of July that we reached Pond Inlet, 
owing to a most unusual prevalence of ice in the northern i>ortion of 
Baffin's Bay, and which rendered our progress since leaving Holstein- 
l)org one of increasing struggle. Without steam power we could have 
done nothing. Here only one old woman and a boy were found, 
l>ut they served to pilot us up the inlet for twenty-five miles, when 
we arrived at their village. For about a week we were in constant 
and most Interesting communication with these friendly people. 
Briefly, the information obtained from them was, that nothing what- 
ever respecting the Franklin expedition had come to their knowledge, 
nor had any wrecks within the last twenty or thirty years reached 
their shores. 

The remains of three wrecked ships are known to them ; two of 

these appear to have been the whalers D^xLerity and Aurorat wrecked 

in August, 1821, some seventy ox ev^Yvt^ xD^e^ «oa>iXv<9i«x^ oli '^^sod. 

Inlet, The third vessel, now aXmoSt \wtt\<t^ miXifc^Mi^AV^ %^ t«* 

JDUea Boat of Cape Hay. Thia ipeop\« wMnmxBsJL^\Aw«t\»»a.«nri 
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vnnter with the tribes at Igloolik; they all knew of Pany*8 fihips 
haying wintered there in 1822-3, and had heard of late years of Br. 
Bae's visit to Repnlse Bay, describing his boats as similar to our whale 
boat, and his party as living in tents, within snow-houses, smoking 
pipes, shooting reindeer, &c. None died. They remained there only 
one winter. 

No rumour of the lost expedition has reached them. Within Pond' 
Inlet the natives told us the ice decays away every year, but so long^ 
as any remains whales abound. Several large whales were seen by 
us, and we found among the natives a considerable quantity of whale- 
bone and many narwhals' horns, which they were anxious to barter 
for knives, files, saws, rifles, and wool ; they drew us some rude charts 
of the inlet, showing that it expands into an extensive channel looking 
westward into Prince Beg^t Inlet. 

We could not but regret that none of our whaling friends — from 
whom we had recently received so much kindness — ^were here to profit 
by so favourable an opportunity. Leaving Pond Inlet on the 6th of 
August, we reached Beechy Island on the 11th, and landed a hand- 
some marble tablet, sent on board for this purpose by Lady Franklin, 
bearing an appropriate inscription to the memory of our lost country- 
men in the Erebus and Terror. 

The provisions and stores seemed in perfect order, but a small boat- 
was much damaged from having been turned over and rolled along 
the beach by a storm. The roof of the house received some necessary 
repairs. Having embarked some coals and stores we stood in need 
of, and touched at Cai>e Hotham on the 16th, we sailed down Peel 
Strait for twenty-five miles on the 17th, but finding the remainder or 
this channel covered with unbroken ice, I determined to make for 
Bellot Strait on the 19th of August, examined into supplies remain- 
ing at Port Leopold, and left there a whale boat which we brought 
away from Cai>e Hotham for the purpose, so as to aid us in our 
retreat should we be obliged eventually to abandon the Fox. The 
steam launch had been forced higher up on the beach, and somewhat 
damaged by the ice. Prince Begent Inlet was unusually free from icCr 
but very little was seen daring our run down to Brentford Bay, which 
we reached on the 20th of August. Bellot Strait, which communi- 
cates with the western sea, averages one mile in width by seventeen 
or eighteen miles in length. At this time it was filled with drift ice, 
but as the season advanced became perfectly clear ; its shores are in 
many places faced with lofty granite clifi's, and some of the adjacent 
hills rise to 1600 feet ; the tides are very strong, running six or seven 
knots at the springs. On the 6th of September we passed through 
Bellot Strait without obstruction, and secured the ship to fixed ice 
across its western outlet. From here, until the 27th, when I deemed 
it necessary to retreat into winter quarters, we constantly watched 
the movements of the ice in the western sea or channel. In mid- 
channel it was broken up and drilling about ; gradually the propor- 
tion of water increased, nntil at length the ice which intervened was 
reduced to three or four miles in width. But this was firmly hdd fast 
by numerous islets, and withstood the violence of the autumn gales. 
It was tantalizing beyond description thus to watch from day to day 
the free water which we could not reach, and which washed the rocl^ 
shore a few miles to the southward of us ! 

During the autumn attempts were made lo carrj craX ^«fi«>V^ ^'^'^v 

visJona towards the magnetic pole, but these tAmo^X. «a\2cN\^ ^^^^SL 

CQngequence of the disruption of tho tee tJJi \to» w«Si^K««c^» Ai«^ • 
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Hobson returned with the sledge parties in NoTember, after 
suiferiDg from severe weather, and imminent peril on one oceaoai, 
when the ice upon which thejr were encamped became detached bm 
the shore, and drifted off to leeward with them. 

Oar wintering position was at the East entrance to Bellot Stnit, 
in a snug harbom*, which I have named Port Kennedy, aiber my pi^ 
deoeseor in these waters, the commander of one of JLady FraaUiili 
jCbrmer searching expeditions. Although regetation was tolenUf 
abundant, and our two Esquimaux hunters, Mr. Petersen, and sevenl 
sportsmen constantly on the alert, yet the resources of tlie coonttf 
during eleven months and a half only yielded us eight reindeer, two 
bears, eighteen seals, and a few waterfowl and ptarmigan. 

The winter was unusually cold and stormy. Arrangements wen 
completed during the winter for carrying out our intended plan flC 
search. I felt it to be my duty personally to visit Marshal Islaad, 
and in so doing proposed to complete the circuit of King WiUiss 
Island. 

To Lieutenant Hobson I allotted the search of the western shove of 
Boothia to the magnetic pole, and from Gateshead Island westward ts 
Wynniatt farthest. Captain Allen Toung, oar sailing master, was to 
trace the shore of Prince of Wales Land, firam Lieut. Browne*s fkutbeft* 
and also to examine the coast from Bellot Strait northwards, to Sir 
James Boss's furthest. 

Early spring journeys were commenced en the 17th of F^bmaiyr 
1859, by Captain Young and myself, Captain Young carrying his deptt 
across to Prince of Wales Land, while I went southward, towards tbr 
magnetic pole, in the hope of communicating with the Esqnimanz, 
and obtaining such information as might lead us at once to the objeet 
of our search. 

I was accompanied by Mr. Petersen, our interpreter, and Alezaadtf 
Thompson, quartermaster. We had with us two sledges drawn by dogk 
On the 28th of February, when near Cape Victoria, we had the good 
fortune to meet a small party of natives, and were subsequently visited 
by about forty -five individuals. 

For four days we remained in communication with them, obtaining 
many relics, and the information that several years ago a ship was 
crushed by the ice off the North shore of King William Island, but 
that all her people landed safely, and went away to the Great Fish 
River, where they died. This tribe was well supplied with wood, 
obtained, they said, from a boat left by the white men on the Great 
River. 

We reached our vessel, after twenty-five days' absence, in good health, 
but somewhat reduced by sharp marching and the unusually severs 
weather to which we had been exposed. For several days aft^ starting 
the mercury continued frozen. 

On the 2nd of April our long projected spring Journeys were com- 
menced : Lieutenant Hobson accompanied me as far as Cape Victoria, 
each of us had a sledge drawn by four men, and an auxiliary sledgs 
drawn by six dogs. This was all the force we could muster. 

Before separating we saw two Esquimaux families living out upon 
the ice in snow huts ; from them we learned that a second ship had 
been seen off King William Island, and that she drifted ashore <m the 
fall of the game year. From this ship they had obtained a vast deal 
of wood and iron. 

I DOW gave Lieut. Hobson dvtecV,voix%\x> «ftait\ii'c«VJaft'ww«at,«Bft.M* 
follow up any traces lie migbt find nv^n T£in%^Vfiia.Ta^\»»^^ 
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AoeompaBied by xsy own party and Hr. Petersen,! inarched along 
the East shore of Kii^ William Island, occasionally passing deserted 
snow huts, but without meeting natires till the 8th of May, when off 
Cape Norton we arrived at a snow village containing about thirty 
inhabitants. They gathered aboat ns without the slightest appearance 
<^ fear or shyness, altlioagh none had ever seen living white x)eople 
before. They were most willing to conummicate all their knowledge 
and barter all tiieir gCNtds, bat would have stolen everyt^ng had they 
not been very closely watched. Many more relics of our countrymen 
were obtained ; we could not carry away all we might have purchased. 
They pointed to the inlet we had crossed the day be£M%, and told us 
that one day's march up it, and thence four days overland, brought 
them to the wredk. 

Kone of these people had been there since 1857-8, at which time 
tiiey said but Uttle remained, their c<»mtrymai having carried away 
Almost everything. 

Most of oar faaformatioai was received from an intelligent old woman ; 
flbe said it was on the fUl of the year that the ship was forced ashore ; 
sany of tiie ^iHiite men dropped by the way as ti^y went towards the 
Oreat River ; but this was only known to them in the winter foUo wing, 
when their bodies were discovered. 

They all asMred ma ttat we would find natives upoK the Sooth 
shore, «t the Oreat River, and some few at the wreck ; b«t nnforto- 
nately this was not the case. Only one family was met with off Point 
Booth, and nooe at Miiuitreal Island or any place subsequently vi^ted. 

Boint Ogle, Montreal Island, and Barrow Island were searched witli- 
out finding anything except a few scra^^ of coppet and iron in an 
Saqeimaiix hidiag>phM». 

Recroesing lAie strait to King William Island, we coBtimed Die 
examination «f its aovthem shore without snccess until the 24tb of 
May, when about ten miles eastward of Cape Herschdl a Meadied 
skeietOB was found, around whichlay fhigments of European (^otidng. 
Upon carefully removing the snow a small pocket-book was fband^ 
ooatainii^ a £ew letters. These, altAiovgfa much deeayed, may yet be 
deciphered. Judging from the remains of his dress, this unffbrtanatc 
young man was a steward or offioer^s servaat, and his position exaotiy 
verified the Esqnimaux's assertion, that they dropped as they walked 
aloBg. 

On reaching Cape Herschel next day, we examined i^mpson's 
Cairn, or rather what remains of it, whoeh is only four feet high, and 
the central stones had been removed as if by men seeking something 
within it. My impression at the time, and which I still retain, is that 
records w&ce deposited there by the retreating crews, and subsequently 
removed by the natives. 

After parting from, me «t Cape Victoria on the 28th of April Lies- 
tenant Hobson made for Cape Felix. At a short distance westward 
of it he found a very large cairn, and close to it three small tents, 
with blankets, old clothes, and other relics of a shooting or a magnetic 
station. But although the cairn was dug under, and a trench dug alt 
round it at a distance of ten feet, no record was discovered. A piece 
of blank paper folded up was found in the cairn, and two broken 
bottles, which may, perhaps, have contained records, lay beside it, 
among some stones which had fallen from off the \a^. '^^•& \nn^ >avHM> 
resting of the articles discovered here, mclnidoai^ «fc\»»K* co.^^ga.'*^^^ 
ttougbt AWAj by Mr. Hobson. About two vuVea tax^Oosx \» >2afc ^*^^ 
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m small cairn was found, but neither records nor relics obtained. Abaft 
three miles North of Point Victory a second small cairn wasezamiscAi 
but only a broken pickaxe and empty canister found. 

On the 6th of May, Lieutenant Hobson pitched his tent beside i 
large c;tim upon Point Victory. Lying among some loose stones wlritk 
bad fallen from the top of this cairn, was fbtmd a small tin easeoon* 
taiuing a record, the substance o£ which is Iniefly as follows :— 'THi 
cairn was built by the Franklin expedition, npon the assmned sitetf 
Sir James Ross's pillu-, which had not been fonnd. The JBrdma tiA 
Terror spent their first winter at Beechy Island, alter haring ascended 
Wellington Channel to lat 11° N., and returned by the West sideoC 
Comwallis Island. On the 12th of September, 1846, they werebesit 
in lat. 70° 5' X., and long. 98° 38' W. Sir J. Franklin died on tte 
11th of June, 1847. On the 23nd of April, 1848, the ships wcR 
abandoned five leagues to the N.N.W. of Point Yiotory, and tlM 
survivors, 105 in number, landed here under the eonunand c^ C^itaii 
Crozier. This paper was dated April 25th, 1848, and on the IbUowiag 
day they intended to start for the Great Fish Biver. The total loss \ij 
deaths in the expedition up to this date was nine officers and ilfteea 
men. Avast quantity of clothing and stores of all sorts lay strewed 
about, as if here every article was thrown away which could poasiUy te 
dispensed with : pickaxes, shovels, boats, cooking utensUa, inmwoit, 
xope, blocks, canvas, a dip circle, a sextant engraved **Fiedcrie 
Hornby, B.N.," a small medicine-ch^ oars, jbc. 

A few miles southward, across Back Bay, a second record was foimd, 
having been deposited by Lieutenant €k>re and M. des Ycbiuc in May, 
1847. It afforded no additional information. 

Lieutenant Hobson continued his search until within a few dajs* 
march of Gape Herschel, without finding any trace of the wreck or 
of natives. He left full information of his important discoveries for 
me ; therefore, when returning northward by the West shore of King 
William Island, I had the advantage of knowing what had already 
been found. 

Soon after leaving Cape Herschel the traces of natives became less 
numerous and less recent, and after rounding the West point of thr 
island they ceased altogether. This shore is extremely low, and almost 
utterly destitute of vegetation. Numerous banks of shingle and low 
islets lie off it, and beyond these Victoria Strait is covered with heavy 
and impenetrable packed ice. 

When in lat. Q9° 9' N., and long. 99° 21' W., we came to a large 
boat, discovered by Lieutenant Hobson a few days previously, as his 
notice informed me. It appears that this boat had been intended for 
the ascent of the Fish Biver, but was abandoned apparently upon a 
return Journey to the ships, the sledge upon which she was mounted 
being pointed in that direction. She measured 28 feet in length, by 7^ 
feet vride, was most carefully fitted, aud made as light as possible, but 
the sledge was of solid oak, and almost as heavy as the boat. 

A large quantity of clothing was found within her, also two human 
skeletons. One of these lay in the after part of the boat, under a pile 
of clothing ; the other, which was much more disturbed, probably by 
animals, was found in the bow. Five pocket watches, a quantity of 
silver spoons and forks, and a few religious books were also found, but 
no journals, pocket-books, or even names upon any articles of clothing. 
Two double-barrelled gnna sloo^ \xpT\f^\. «i%aiTA\. \Xv%\Mnft:% ^&!i<& ^^m- 
dsely u they had been plaet^ ^wcn -jew* \>«toKi. Oxstfe\Mxc^\BL«itiek. 
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was loaded and cocked. There was ammanition in abundance, also 
80Ib. or 401b. of chocolate, some tea and tobacco. Fuel was not want- 
ing ; a drift tree lay within 100 yards of the boat. Many very inte- 
resting relics were brought away by Lieutenant Hobson, and some few 
by myself. 

On the 5th of June I reached Point Victory without having found 
anything farther. The clothing, &c., was again examined for docu- 
ments, note-books, &c., without success, a record placed in the cairn, 
and another buried ten feet true North of it. 

Nothing worthy of remark occurred upon my return journey to the 
ship, which we reached on the 19th of June, five days after Lieutenant 
Hobson. 

The shore of King William Island between its North and West 
extremes. Capes Felix and Crozfer, has not been yisited by Esquimaux 
since the abandonment of the Erebus and Terror, as the cairns and 
articles lying strewed about, which are in their eyes of priceless value, 
remain untouched. 

If the wreck still remains visible it is probable she lies on some of 
the off-lying islets to the southward between Capes Crozier and 
Herschel. 

On the 28th of June Captain Toung and his party returned, having 
completed their portion of the search, by which the insularity of 
Prince of Wales Land was determined, and the coast line intervening 
between the extreme points reached by Lieutenants Osborne and 
Browne discovered ; also between Bellot Strait and Sir James "Boob's 
farthest in 1849, at Four Eiver Bay. 

Fearing that his provisions might not last out the requisite period. 
Captain Young sent back four of his men, and for forty days journeyed 
on through fogs and gales with but one man and the dogs, building a 
mow hut each night ; but few men could stand so long a continuance 
of labour and privation, and its effect upon Captain Young was pain- 
tally evident. 

Lieutenant Hobson was unable to stand without assistance upon hi« 
return on board ; he was not in good health when he commenced his 
long journey, and the sudden severe exposure brought on a serious 
attack of scurvy ; yet he also most ably completed his work ; and such 
facts will more clearly evince the unflinching spirit with which the 
otiject of our voyage has been pursued in these detached duties than 
any praise of mine. 

We were now, at length, all on board again. As there were some 
alight cases of scurvy, all our treasured resources of Burton ale, lemon 
Juice, and f^h animal food were put into requisition, so that in a 
comparatively short time all were restored to sound health. 

During our sojourn in Port Kennedy we were twice called upon to 
follow a shipmate to the grave. Mr. George Brands, engineer, died of 
apoplexy on the 6th of November, 1858 ; he had been out deer shoot- 
ing several hours that day, and appeared in excellent health. 

On the 14th of June, 1859, Thomas Blackwell, ship's steward, 
died of scurvy ; this man had served in two of the former searching 
expeditions. 

The summer proved a warm one. We were able to start upon our 
homeward voyage on the 9th of August, and although the loss o€ ^!bs& 
engine-driver in 1867, and of the engineer in 1%^% Xe^^-'Q&'^fjSCcw tsificf 
two stokers, yet, with their assistance, I WM vftAft \<»^TL\a5^N9Dft^s&'^d'^^^ 
Mttd steam the 8bip up to Fury Point. 

T 
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For six days we lay there closely beset, when a change of wind 
removing the ice, our voyage was continued almost without farther 
interruption to Gk)dhaven, in Disco, where we arrived on the 27th of 
August, and were received with great kindness by Mr. Olick, inspector 
of North Greenland, and the local authorities, who obligingly supplfed 
tnr few wants. 

The two Esquimaux dog-drivers were now discharged, and oa the 
let of September we sailed for England. 

From all that can be gleaned from the record paper, and the eri* 
dence affiwded by the boat, and various articles of clothing and equip* 
ment discovered, it appears that the abandonment of the jBlrcdicf and 
Terror had been deliberately arranged, and every effcnrt exerted duxiag 
the third winter to render the travelling equipments complete. 

It is much to be apprehended that disease had greatly reduced tb» 
itrength of all on board, far more perh^jw than they themselves wen 
aware of. 

The distance by sledge route, firom the position of the ships wiiea 
abandoned to the boat is 65 geographiesl miles ; and fiom the ships 
to Montreal Island 220 miles. 

The m(»t perfect order seems to have existed throughout. 

In order to extend as much as possible the public utility of this 
Toyage, magnetical, meteorological, and otho' observations, sobsenrient 
to scientific purposes, and for which instruments were supplied throngii 
the liberality of the Boyal Society, have been continnaUy and carefUOy 
taken, and every opportunity has been embraoed by the Swgeoii» 
D. Walker, M.D., of formhig comiklete ooUectJcns im all the yudom 
branches of natural history. 

This report would be incomplete did I not mention the obligatiais 
I have been laid under to the companions of my voyage, both ofltoets 
and men, by their zealoos and unvarying mpport throughout. 

A feeling of entire devotion to the cause, which Lady Franklin has 
so nobly sustained, and a firm determination to effect all that mot 
could do, seems to have supported them through every difllculty* 
With less of this enthusiastic spirit, and cheerfhl obedience to every 
eommand, our small numbtf — twenty-three in all — ^would not havt 
sufficed for the successM performance of so great a work. 

F. li. M'Clintock, Captain, ajf. 
Commanding the Final Searching JBxpediikm, 

The yacht Fox, R. Y.S., <# the Isle of Wight, 
Somber 2lst, 1859. 

The end of the great, romantic, melancholy story 
of Arctic Discovery has at last arrived. The crea- 
tions of the most vivid imagination are cast into the 
shade by the terrible sublimity of the simple narra- 
tive in which Captain M*Clintock has recorded the 
history of his search after some tangible traces of the 
fate of Sir John Franklin's Arctic expedition. Wan- 
dering on, day after day, through the trackless wastes 
of that vast icy wilderness, where nature lays aside the 
Terdant garb which. sY^e we«x%mV)i[i<& \«aiV^ra£e zone, and 
dons a raiment of bleaVanA. d«wi^V»%\«r&&5, «3A\MkfiSsis% 
hrayeJy against the obstacles ^VviVo^Y»^^^^«aa^^«^'«» 
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the accomplisliment of a mission, prompted by a noble 
coniusal devotion which has won for the heroic lady who 
now mourns in assured widowhood a place in the warm 
affections of every heart, the explorers came at last upon. 
a sorrowful evidence that the path which they had chosen 
was likely to lead to the elucidation of the mystery which 
has been so long for all Englishmen an object of mournful 
speculation. 

It is now nearly fifteen years since Sir John Franklin 
and his companions started on that ill-starred expedition^ 
the hitherto undiscovered doom of which has mled the 
public mind with such keen anxiety, and racked so many 
Larts with a despairing sorrow through which some 

fleams of hope still struggled to the last. The discovery 
y Captain Ommanney, m 1850, of traces of an encamp- 
ment at Cape Hiley, with graves bearing the names of 
some of the party, and dated 1846, gave rise to the con- 
viction that the ships had passed up Wellington Channels 
and the record found by Captain M'Clintock's party on 
Point Victory shows that they did pursue this course, and 
then, passing down the western side of Comwallis Island^ 
failed through Ommanney Inlet to the spot where they 
were ultimately hemmed in by the ice. Thus far the 
lealous perseverance of our navigators has triumphed over 
apparently insurmountable obstecles, and enabled us to 
fSdaw the track of the JSrehus and Terror up to the mo<* 
ment of their destruction ; and, mournful as is the intel* 
ligence which they have now brought to us, affording 
certain confirmation of our fears, it has yet one consoling^ 
element, which goes far to alleviate our regrets. Few can 
have cherished uie hope that the gallant Franklin would 
ever be seen among us again ; and all will be gratified ixy 
learn that his last moments were clouded by no extraor- 
dinary perils or privations, but that the kindly hand or 
death released him from suffering before the commence- 
ment of the terrible trials which awaited his companions^ 
but which theip veteran commander was less fitted tham 
they were to endure. The brave old man has found a not 
inappropriate grave in the region which is indissolubly 
connected with his early fame ; for no Arctic navigatcnr 
has added more important contributions to our store or 
knowledge with regard to the sterile shores and frozen, 
inlets of the north, or prosecuted his researches imder dif- 
ficulties more calculated to appal any but the inQ%^>i^2£kas2Qfib^. 
heart, than he who now sleeps amotig V2^<b\n^Ck^^''>i^ 
miknown, but not an unhonouxed gcv?^ 

T 2 
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Thus the last ray of light that could have illominated 
the recesses of those sorrowful regions, which modem in- 
vestigation has discovered to he darker and more hopelea 
than the Ultima Thnle of ignorant antiquity, has fli<^^ 
and died out. The ashes are home home to us : — at last 
the mystery of Franklin's fate is solved. We know whflfe 
he died, we know the very day of his death, and that 
the ardent spirit of John Franklin passed away amid a 
world of ice and snow. And, indeed, it would seem that 
the trials of his previous explorations, and the anxieties 
attendant upon tne heginning of his last search for the 
H^orth-West Passage, had proved too much for his iron 
frame before the cuamities and disasters for which Cap- 
tain M'Clintock has prepared us, came upon the rest of 
the expedition. The great navigator died in no sudden 
shock or great disaster ; he was crushed by no iceberg, 
he did not starve miserably on some wandering ice floe, 
nor did he drift awav in storm and ice haze, which cast a 
veil so thick around nim that the survivors can only say, 
*' After that we never saw him more." No I he died su^ 
rounded by comrades, and friends, and in the discharge of 
his duty. No soldier or sailor can desire or hope a nobler 
fate. The condolences and sympathies of a nation ac- 
companying the sorrows of his widow and the griefs of 
his iriends, but it is not altogether out of place for the 
country to express its satisfaction that the lives of brave 
sailors were not uselessly sacrificed in a series of expedi- 
tions which should have borne for their motto, " Hoping 
against hope." So far it is satisfactory to know the 
" Final Search " has proved that Sir John Franklin is 
dead. Alas ! there can be no longer those sad wailings 
from an imaginary Tintagel to persuade the credulous that 
an Arthur still lives. 

At Point Victory, on the north-west coast of King 
William Island, a record of the proceedings of the Frank- 
lin Expedition was found, dated April 2&th, 1B48, and 
signed by Captain Crozier and Captain Fitzjames. The 
story it told appears to have been simple and sad enough 
—Sir John Franklin had died nearly ten months before — 
on the 11th of June, 1847. The Expedition seems then 
to have worked on as well as it could, and, as soon as the 
ice permitted, to have proceeded with its mission, but 
month after month of battle with frost, and ice, and snow 
passed away — diflSculties no doubt were encountered 
which none of us wliio fi\\. «i.\.\io\iiQ cax!LT«^\iA, and on one 
fatal day, the a2nd o£ XigxiX, V%4&, >i)aa ETebvA «A Siafc 
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Terror were abandoned by their crews, fifteen mileB 
N.N.W. of Point Victory. The " survivors," which is a 
termthatindicates other losses than that of the great seaman, 
who led them, to the number of 105, two days after the 
abandonment of the vessels, reached the island, erected a 
cairn, concealed the record, and were then about to pro- 
ceed for the Great Fish Eiver, under the command of 
Captain Crozier. 

Since that day they have all shared the fate of their 
diief, dropping down one after another till the last man 
perished.^ 

For ten years past, all that national solicitude aided and 
inspired by the most sacred domestic afiection — all that 
the tender human feeling of all nations, and the chival- 
rous rivalry of the Old World and the New, coidd furnish 
of zeal, skill, courage, eager daring, and stem endurance, 
to the one great object of seeking out the lost, has been 
prodigally spent; and as if indeed it were the will of 
Heaven that in all calamitjr there should be a blessing, 
we have seen not only our kinsmen beyond the Atlantic, 
but France and Itussia, lending no sterile sympathy to 
our great bereavement. Whenever and wherever the 
story of Franklin and his comrades is told, the names of 
Bellot, of Kane, of Grinnell, will be remembered with 
the names of Eae and Eichardson, of Boss, of Maclure, 
and M'Clintock. Dr. Bae heard firom the Esquimaux 
that the English commander had died of nunger, 
and thirty of ms men with him. It is too certain that all 
the survivors from the abandoned ships perished of sheer 
starvation, for there is nothing to show that they suffered 
any violence, or that the term of their sufferings was cut 
short by any human hand. What those sufferings must 
have been, and with what unquailing steadfastness en- 
dured, no man from those icy regions shall ever tell, for 
all lay wrapt in everlasting sleep, secure from harm, long 
months and years before the arm of their country could 
reach them, though again and again it was stretched 
almost within their grasp. But it was not to be. Nor 
was their work accomplished when their martjrrdom was 
sealed. The example of their lives and deaths is precious 
to England,and to all humanity. 

We have said that their work was accomplished. It 
is to Franklin and his comrades that we owe the dis- 
covery (by Maclure) of the North- Weat ^«a»8j^'b, %3bS^"S^ 
is on Franklin's track that other Mid\i'B?5^^wt ^^^^^^"^^ 
bare marched to the conqueat oi TnrpVcjVa^ i^c«PftB»^ ^-^^^ 
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voyage of the gallant little yacht Fox is not amon g ti n 
least glorious episodes of a sad and splendid story, nbo 
can forget that it was the wife, now too surely tlio widow, 
of Fraudin, whose commission the noble-heiurted seanm 
l)ore who was destined to bring home the final message 
£rom the dead P Not only has " the feeling of entire £- 
Totion to the cause which Lady Franklin has so nobly 
sustained, and a firm determination to do all that men 
could do," as Captain M'Clintock, with the &ank sim- 
plicity and truthfulness of a seaman, dedares, supported 
nim and his companions through every difficulty, out it 
has enabled them, in detached parties, by sledge journeys, 
to add to former discoveries '^ eight hnndied miles of 
coast line," and thus, writes Captain M'Clintock, *' to unite 
the explorations of the former searching expeditions to the 
Korth and West of our position with those of James Boss, 
Bease, and Bae to the South." Neither fog, nor gale, 
nor wasting sickness, nor long privation, nor severe simer- 
ing, nor imminent peril, could for a moment daunt or 
weaken the " enthusiastic spirit " and the " cheerful obe- 
dience " of these last of the Arctic discoverers. 



To the foregoing narrative we must add the following 
faithful copies of the contents of the two papers above- 
mentioned, and the list of articles brought home. 

H.M.S. Erebus and Terror 

Tur 1QAT f Wintered in the ice in 
juay, 1847. I j^^^ ^Qo g/^ Long. 98° 28' W. 

Having wintered in 1846-7* at Beechey Island in lat. 74^ 43^ ?8" 
N., long. 91° 39' 16" W., after having ascended Wellington Channel 
to lat. 77°, and returned by the West side of Ck)mwalli8 Island. 
Sir John Franklin commanding the expedition. 
Party, consisting of two officers and six men, left the ships on 
Monday, 24th Hay, 1847. 

Graham GtOre, Z^., and 
C. F. de Yxvx, Mate, 

25th April, 1848, H.M. ships Terror and Erebus were deserted on the 
22nd of April, 5 leagues N.N.W. of this, having been beset since 12th 
Sept. 1846. The officers and crews consisting of 105 souls, under the 
command of Captain F. R. M. Crozier, landed here in lat. 69° 87' 42"< 
long. 98° 41' W. This paper was found by Lieut. Irvingt under the 



* fXhis is evidently dated in mistake^ and should be 1845-46.] 
t He was the jux^or Ueulexi«nt ot \iift Terror N^YkSStt-NJaa «xv«^tkia 
left England in 1845. 
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-cairn supposed to haye been built by Sir James Boss in 1881, four miles 
to the northward, where it had been deposited by the late Commander 
Gore in June 1847. Sir James Ross's pillar has not however beea 
found, and the paper has been transferred to this position, which is 
that in which Sir James Boss's pillar was erected. Sir John Franklin 
died on the 11th June, 1847, and the total loss by deaths in the expe- 
dition has been to this date 9 officers and 16 men. 

F. B. M. Crozier, Captain and Senior Officer, and James Fit^ames, 
Captain HJI. ship Erebus, start to-morrow, 26th, for Back's Fish 
Biver. 



JSelics hroughtfrom the Boatfoimd in Zat 69° 8' 43" N^ 
Long, 99° 24' 42" W„ upon the West Coast qf King 
William's Island. May 30, 1859. 

Two double-barrelled guns — one barrel in each is loaded, 
^ound standing np against the side in the after part of 
the boat. 

In one parcel. — A small Prayer-Book ; coveT of a small 
book of "Family Prayers j" " Christian Melodies," an in- 
scription within the cover to " G. Q-." (Graham Gore P) j 
** Vicar of Wakefield ;" a small Bible, interlined in many 
places, and with numerous references written in the mar* 
gin ; a New Testament in the French language. 

Tied together. — Two table-knives with white handles 
—one is marked " W. R. ;" a gimlet, an awl, two iron 
jBtancheons, nine inches long, for supporting a weather 
doth which was round the boat. 

Tied together. — 26 pieces of silver plate— 11 spoons, 11 
forks, and 4 teaspoons, 3 pieces of thin elm board (tingles) 
for repairing the boat, and measuring 11 by 6 inches, and 
d-lOths inch thick. 

All wrapped up in a piece of canvas. — Bristles for shoe- 
makers' use, bullets, short clay pipe, roll of waxed twine, 
a wooden button, small piece or a port-fire, two charges of 
shot tied up in the finger of a kid glove, tied up in a 
fragment of a seaman's blue serge frock. Covers of a small 
Testament and Prayer-Book, part of a grass cigar-case, 
fragment of a silk handkerchief, thread-case, piece of 
flcented soap, three shot charges in kid-glove fingers, a 
belted bullet (tied together in a piece of silk pocket-hand- 
kerchief), 2 pairs of goggles, made of stout leather, and 
wire gauze, instead or glass ; a sailmaker's palm, 2 small 
brass pocket compasses, a snooding line rolled up on a piece 
of leather, a neeole and thread-case, a bayonet-scabba.^<L 
altered into a sheath for a knife, tm "^«X«t^oc>\KXft ^^'^ ^Safc 
jfocket, 2 shot-poaches (fall o£ ftVioty .^ 

In canvas. — Three spring lnooka oi %^oT^\i^^*^^ 
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lace band, a piece of tbin gold twist or cord, a pair of 
leather goggles, with crape instead of glass, a small green 
crape veil. 

Wrapped together in canvas. — Two small packets of 
blank cartridge in green paper, part of a cherry stick pipe 
stem, piece of a port-fire, a few copper nails, a leather 
bootlace, a seaman s clasp knife, 2 small glass stoppered 
bottles (full) placed in a medicine chest, 3 glasses of spec- 
tacles, part of a broken pair of silver spectacles, Grerman 
silver pencilcase, pair of^ silver (P) forceps, such as a na- 
tnralist mi^ht nse for holding or seizing snmll insects, &c; 
a small pair of scissors rolled up in blank paper, and i» 
which adheres a printed Government paper sudi as an 
officer's warrant or appointment, a spring hook of a swiMrd 
belt, a brass charger for holding two charges of shot. 

Wrapped together in canvas. — ^A small bead parse, 
piece 01 red sealingwax, stopper of a pocket flask, Grermaa 
silver top and ring, brass match-box, one of the glasses of 
a telescope, a small tin cylinder, probably made to hold 
lucifer matches, some of the loose grains of shot have 
been put into it ; a linen bag of percussion caps of three 
sizes, and very large and old-fashioned kina, stamped 
" Smith's patent ;" a cap with flange similar to the pre- 
sent musket caps used by Government, but smaller ; and 
ordinary sporting caps of the smallest size. 

Five watches in a paper packet. 

A pair of blue glass spectacles, or goggles, with steel 
frame, and wire ^auze encircling the glasses, in a tin case. 

A pemmican tm, painted lead colour, and marked *' E ** 
(Erebus) iu black ; from its size it must have contained 
20 or 22 lbs. 

Two yellow glass beads, a glass seal with symbol of 
iFreemasonry. 

A 4-inch block strapped, with copper hook and thimble, 
probably for the boat's sheet. 

That Sir John Franklin followed literally his instruc- 
tions is now quite clear. He succeeded in ascending 
Wellington Channel and making his way back southward 
by coasting Cornwallis Island; but what is singular is 
thai no records were found deposited anywhere along 
Byam Martin's Channel and on Byam Martin's IslanoU 
which, it may be remembered, was the winter quarters 
of Sir Edward Belcher in 1853-54, and where the JReso- 
lute was abandoned in May, 1854. 

At page 163 (ante)y ^\t So^voLTiAi^aKc^cyQ. «XaJue% ^Csm^ 
JHranklin^ plans were to »la«^ "Vsaa eovo^^ Ssa. VJaa ^sw^ \a.- 
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stance for the neighbourhood of Cape Walker and to push 
to the westward in that parallel, or if that could not be 
accomplished to make his way southward, to the channel 
discovered on the north coast of the continent, and so on 
to Behring's Straits. 

The remarks I made at page 206 seem to be borne 
out by the accounts received, namely, that should their 
provisions become inadequate to another winter's con- 
sumption, they would not remain longer by their ships, , 
but m one body or in several the officers and crews, with 
boats cut down so as to be light enough to drag over the 
ice, they would endeavour to make their way southward 
to the main land. 

Neither Captain Crozier nor Captain Fitzjames had any 

Srevious knowledge of the localities in which, upon aban- 
oning their ship, they were thrown. Even in tne face of 
the knowledge of the disastrous former land journey of 
!Franklin, the narty of survivors, on leaving their snip, 
seem to have been making their way in the direction of 
the Great Fish Biver, which had been explored and 
described by Capt. Back and Dr. King, thus falsifying the 
opinion advanced (p. 165) by Sir James Koss, that he "coul4 
not conceive any position in which they could be placed 
from which they would make for the Great Fish Eiver." 

It is much to be regretted that the repeated ofiTers of 
Dr. King to conduct a party up this river in search had 
not been accepted when made. It would have determined 
earlier this long sought question of their fate, and might 
have resulted in saving a few lives, seeing that many of 
the par^ appear to have lingered on untu the spring of 
1850. Much expenditure in the later expeditions would 
also have been saved, and their despatch 'rendered unne- 
cessary had earlier intelligence been received of the fate 
of Franklin's party. 

Captain Sir George Back, in his letter (p. 171), overlooked , 
altogether the oontmgency, which occurred, of the death of* 
Sir John Franklin, and the charge of the party falling into 
other hands. 

" We now know all that ever will be known of Sir John 
Franklin's fate, and it would be difficult to imagine a more 
touching story than that given to the world by Captain 
M'Clintock, commander of the final searching expedition. 
It is always better to know the worst, and even though 
we had long ceased to expect any positive infoTtca^SsstsL^a^ 
to the fate of those heroic men. ^\io\i'aA.'srevAxa^^'^'5«fi. 
lives in the cause of science, t^ier© Va, «i\. \fe%aX»^ ^ ^^^^^^ 
consolation in knowing that all kaa \>eeii ^oiift "^^ '^'^'^^ 
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be done, eveii though the result but comes to confirm the 
worst apprehensions. In the glorious list of England's 
heroes tne name of Sir John Franklin must ever nold i 
-conspicuous position. It was not for him to die, 13n 
Wolfe or Nelson, with the welcome shout of victory ring- 
ing in his ears. He had not gone forth at the head of a 
British fleet to win a conqueror's fame in battle against 
England's foes. But the errand on which he went required 
all the daring, all the skill, and all the patience which ne 
«Ter found united in a great captain. He went out to 
seek what many before him had sought in vain— the Nordh 
west Passage. Success would make no change in tite 
political arrangements of the nations of Europe. It would 
not touch the balance of power. It would not add one 
square inch of territory to the vast possessions of Queen 
"Victoria ; but it would add, perhaps, one new discovery 
to the grand assemblage of scientific tracks which the 
world owes to the daring enterprise of Englishmen. The 
foreigner who said of the charge at Balaklava, **e*(id 
magnifique, mais ce n*est point la guerre" might also hafe 
marvelled at the spirit which has led us to sacrifice so 
many valuable lives for so barren an object ; and true it 
IS that the discovery has cost us dear. It has cost us the 
life of Sir John Franklin and the lives of all who sailed with 
him in that perilous expedition. It is true, moreover, that 
we can never afford to waste the life of a sin^e brave 
Englishman, and yet there is but one answer to any who 
ask us why we permit such wanton sacrifices, and that 
answer is to be found in Canada, in India, and in the 
colonies we have planted in every quarter of the globe. 
We love enterprise for its own saike, even if the result be 
a barren one ; whenever a field is open for daring an(l 
enterprise an Englishman is ready to offer his services. 
If it be a fault, it is a fault on the right side, and on the 
whole the gain has far exceeded the loss. 

** This is a sad but glorious tale. It is sad to think that 
we have lost so many brave men ; that far away, amid frost 
and snow, in the dark inhospitable north, heroic English- 
men have given up their precious lives — a costly sacrifice- 
to science. And yet a gleam of pride lights up our sorrow, 
for all England delights to hold in honour the memory of 
those who have given to the world such an example of 
energy and enterprise. It is not without a sense of reUef 
that we welcome back Captain M*Clintock and his gallant 
companions. We now ?ee\ ^W^ ova ^m\;^ \a.\3oL\& Tc^«.tA«r is 
accomplished — that t\ie tr\xt\i\a>KXio^m,«sAVhxfe\ssA\.%»^^ 
£ce made."— TAc Timti. 
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* 

The history of the recovery of the Resolute, and the 
^aceful return of that ship to the British nation by the 
United States* Government, is a feature of Arctic history 
deserving of permanent record in these pages. 

The Resolute was one of the vessels abandoned by Sir 
Edward Belcher, being frozen up in 77° latitude, off Byam 
Martin's Island, in May, 1854. She was nicked up sixteen 
months afterwards, in lat. 66° ZQf, long. 64 , by an American 
whaler in Davis* Strait, having drifted about 1200 miles 
through Barrow*s Strait and Baffin's Bay. The following 
is the captain's accoimt of ];he finding of the ship, and the 
difficulties he experienced m bringing her into port :— • 

On the 10th of September, 1855, latitude 67° S"., and 
while in this field of ice, Captain Buddington discovered a 
chip in the distance, bearing north-east, about twenty 
zniles from Cape Mercy. He ascended the rigging of his 
<srafb, and, looking at her through the glass, pronounced 
her, from her appearance, to be an abandoned vessel. For 
five days we were in sight of one another. On the sixth 
day after making the discovery, and when the ship was 
about seven miles off. Captain B. ordered the two mates 
and two of the crew to proceed to the abandoned vessel 
across the packed ice, and, after inspecting her, to return 
to the bark as soon as practicable. 

Soon after the departure of the party a south-easter 
eprung up, and in consequence thereof no communication 
was had with those on board the ship for two days. As 
Boon as the wind subsided, and it was safe for the party 
to retrace their steps, they left the ship ; and, after a 
tedious and hard march, arrived on board of the bark in 
safety. They immediately represented the facts to Cap- 
tain Buddin^n, saying that the abandoned vessel waa 
her Britanmc Majesty s ship Resolute. The captain, 
knowing the history or Sir Edward Belcher*s expedition 
to the Polar seas, at once divined the reasons of the vessel 
being left in that condition ; and, knowing that the safe 
conveyance of that vessel to some port would be better 
than catching whales, and knowing withal that it would be 
quite a piece of glory to hand back to the Britishers a 
vessel long since abandoned by them as being lost to 
the Queen's service for ever, determined at all hazards to 
try the bold and arduous task. Accordingly, he sent his 
mate back with six men, giving them instructions to free 
the ship of the water with which she was bTirthftTva^, '«s^ 
signalize their success to him. Xi t\vey ^i'^. TicA> «^s5.Qfc^V\sv 
freeing the vessel they were to \io\at a ^v^n^, -^V^xc^^^^si. 
the captain himself would proceed to t^veVc «a^. . ^«.xv« 

The next morning the si^al was \LO\ate^^ox\ia& ^xe»sso. 
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on board the Resolute. Taking two men with him, aid 
learine the bark in charge of the second mate, the captain 
startea, on the 10th of September, to the relief ot hit 
comrades. After a hard aay*8 travelling oyer ice and 
through pools of water, half frozen, the uttle party s^^ 
ceeded in reaching the Resolute in perfect safety. 

He commenced immediately to search the yessel, h 
order to ascertain if she was seaworthy. On descending I 
the hold it was found full of water to the floor of the fint 
deck, or about seven feet of water was discovered to be in 
the ship. The pumps were then visited. One of them, 
which was a force-pump of vefy great power, was rigged, 
and the following morning was got in working order. A 
gang of men were then set to wonc, and for three days the 
pumps were kept going. Fourteen hours out of the 
twenty-four were consumed in thus freeing the vessel 
On the third day all the water was cleared from the hold, 
and the attention of the captain was turned towards extri- 
cating the prize from the dangerous position she was then 
placed in. 

The appearance of things on board, as represented bj 
Captain jDuddington, when he had leisure to examine the 
vessel, was doleful in the extreme. The cabin was strewed 
with books, clothing, preserved meats, interspersed here 
and there with lumps of ice. There was one thing, how- 
ever, which struck Captain B. as being very remarkable, 
and for which probably no satisfactory explanation can be 
given ; and this was the presence of ice for several feet in 
mickness on the larboard side, while there was not a par- 
ticle on the starboard. The only argument that can be 
presented to explain this curious freak of the elements is, 
that the Resolute, lying with her head to the eastward 
for probably more than a month, received the direct rays 
of tne Sim on the starboard quarter, and nowhere else, 
and thus a daily warmth was imparted to this side of the 
ship, while the other side, being without this heat, became 
as solidified with ice as though the sun never shone on it. 
There was scarcely anything on board the abandoned 
vessel that was not more or less destroyed. There was a 
great lack of fuel on board, although, in the course of the 
search throughout the vessel, a little coal was discovered 
in the hold, but the quantity was very small and entirely 
inadequate to supply the vessel more than a week. Of pro- 
visions there was enough perhaps to last a crew of seventy- 
i5ve men (the number OTigm^Srj e^trv^^ \x3 \3sift Re«o2tt^) 
for nine months. The aaU me«AA ^NcttVaft ov^ «xfcvj3^«k 
that were at all in a Bta.te ot ^^^?T'^^^^%^^.^y^^ 
Aad gone to decay. Even, ^ii^ i^^\i ^ ^^ tox)=^^\«^.^« 
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decks were so rotten that the sailors could thmst their 
fingers through them like so much brown paper. An 
attempt was subsequently made to rig a topmast studding 
sail out of some of the canvas found saturated with water ; 
but it blew out of the gearing, and was scattered to the 
winds like chaff. The lower hold was found to contain 
the library of one of the officers of the expedition, valued 
at more than 200/. The books were entirely valueless 
when discovered by Captain Buddin^n, and subsequently 
thrown overboard as worthless rubbish. 

The Resolute being entirely free of water, preparations 
were made to bring the ship to the United States. Cap- 
tain B. decided to sail the vessel himself, and accordingly, 
taking eleven men with him from his own bark, he began 
in good earnest to release the abandoned vessel from her 
ice-bound situation. The rigging had to be hauled taut, 
and the sails put in order, before he could venture to start. 
This job occupied some tune, but was successfully accom- 
plished. Captain B. was in a great dilemma for proi>er 
navigating instruments. His compass was very unoertain» 
and not at all trustworthy ; he was without a cnronometer, 
and he had no other map or chart to steer by than a rough 
outline of the great North American coast, drawn on a 
sheet of foolscap. With his lever watch, a quadrant, and 
a miserable compass, the brave fellow bade adieu to his 
comrades in the bark George Henry y and trusting to Pro- 
vidence and his experience in those latitudes, prepared to 
bring home the prize he had so cleverly won. 

From the time that Captain Buddington took charge of. 
the Resolute, up to the 16th of October, she continued to 
drive in a south-west direction, with the pack of ice, when 
she succeeded in getting dear. Wishing to be in company 
as long as possible with the bark, Captain B. waited outside 
of the floe three days with the hope of meeting her ; but 
Ihe vessels missed one another, and did not meet again. 

While waiting here for .the George Henry, the British 
bark Albert hove in sight, and, on being signalled, came 
alongside the Resolute. The news of the recovery of the 
Resolute was communicated to Captain Stuart, of the Bri- 
tish bark, and a pair of Captain Pellet's epaulettes, found 
on board the abandoned vessel, were entrusted to him by 
Captain Buddington, with instructions to have them for- 
warded to the owner as speedily as possible. A letter for 
the owners of the George Henry, inmrming thscL 05. ^\»3bI^ 
had occurred, was also placed m t\i^ '\\asi& cS.C»«^afiiss.'^.i, 

who promiaed to mail it imme^teV^ oii\^ wrw^'o^^^^'^ 
Sritam. This letter reached tYi©o^meT%oiV5ftft>i«fts.,^^^ 

JjOodoD, Connecticut, long bef ote tii© Resolute «rc«^5>!^^*^^ 
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Short-handed, poorly rigged, and unfitted for the long 
voyage as the Resolute was, Captain Budding^on found it 
no easy task to bring the ship into port. The ballast tanks 
had burst in the hold long before he came in possession 
of her, rendering her very light, and apt to roll heavily in 
the trough of the sea. Gale after gale was experienced; 
yet the brave fellow laboured day and night, and was at 
last successful in the praiseworthy effort made to rescue 
the abandoned vessel, driving across the mouth of North- 
umberland Inlet down to Cape Elizabeth. The open sea 
was gained, and on the 20th of October the homeward 
voyage commenced. After a succession of strong galei 
and head winds, the New London lighthouse was made on 
the 24th of December, and the voyage was successfully ac- 
complished with credit to all concerned. 

There was a period in the history of the brief voyage 
when the lives of all on board hung by a thread, as it 
were. When a little to the north of the banks of New- 
foundland, the Resolute came in contact with an iceberg 
about 150 feet in height, on the top of which there wu 
a detached piece of ice of many tons weight, and whidi 
Ihe captain exuected every moment would tumble down 
upon the vessel and sink the prize so gallantly obtained. 
So ^reat was the danger, thiEit the boats were aU in 
readmess to push off, should the overhanging glacier be 
precipitated upon them. However, after a great deal of 
careful working and hard labour, the danger was cleared, 
and the star of success once more shone brilliantly upon 
the hardy and intrepid mariners. 

On the part of the American Congress, a very graceful 
act followed. It was resolved by the Senate and House 
of Eepresentatives to appropriate a sum of 40,000 dollars 
to the purchase of the Resolute, with all the armament^ 
equipment, and property on board. This done, the ship 
was moved into one of the navy-yards of the United States^ 
and there fully repaired and equipped, and then despatched 
to England as an offering of goodwill and friendsmp from 
the United States to Great Britain. On the 13th of No- 
vember the Resolute commenced her homeward voyage, 
and on the 12th of December she reached Spithead. She 
arrived under American colours, but as soon as she let go 
her anchors, the English was run up alongside of the 
American ensign. Every care has been taken that inge- 
nuity could devise to replace everything on board in the 
same condition as when ^e ihv^ ^«a abandoned by the 
Aix^o adventurers. The Besolute/YcAfi»^»Sa/va. %&. 
iwhility, as sound aod ioswot\iixj Sn w^t^i ic«»^w:X»^ 
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she sailedin 1852 from the British shores upon her last Polair 
adventure. 

Captain H. J. Hartstein, who brought her home, was 
the officer who went out to Baffin's Bay in charge of the 
American relief expedition, for Dr. Kane and his party, 
consisting of two vessels, the Arctic and Release, These 
vessels left New York on the 4th June, 1855, and pene- 
trated as far as 78° 3(y north latitude, to Smith's Sound, 
without seeing any of the party. But on returning south- 
ward to Lievely, or Good Haven, on the 13th September, 
they were boarded by Dr. Kane in a boat, that officer 
having abandoned his ship, the Advance, in 82° 30' and 
made his way southward over 1300 miles of ice, bringing 
back aU but three of his party ; and those died from frost- 
bites. Captain Hartstein, taking the adventurers on boards 
Bet sail on the 13th September, and reached New York om 
the 11th October. 

On the 20th December, Captain Hartstein and his officers 
were entertained at the Admiralty House by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Sir Greorge Seymour, K.C.B. ; the Ame- 
lican Consul and Yice-Consul for the port and district, and 
a gallant circle of naval officers were among the guesto. 

The Captain paid a visit to the Premier, at Broadlandfl^ 
and returned charmed with the cordiality of his host. On. 
the 23rd he received a deputation from the Liverpool 
Shipowners' Association, and in^reply to their address 
made a neat speech-— 

** To say that I feel honoured by this unmistakeable mark of your 
eonsideratioii would but feebly express my sense of the compliment 
whieh you have thus paid through me to the Goyemment whose repre- 
sentative I now have the honour to be. Meeting you as delegates fmat 
tiie shipowners of the greatest commercial city of the United Kingdom,. 
I r^oice at the kindly feding thus manifiBsted for a nation with whosa 
interests you are so intimately connected. In my present mission to 
your Government, you can read the spirit of Americans towards th» 
people of this country, and can easily believe that your happy allusioa 
to the mutual bonds of origin and a community of feeling between ua 
will meet with a cordial response. Hie advancement of science and 
the arts, to which both nations have, in a spirit of generous rivalry, s» 
greatly contributed, have (dianged our anci^it geographical position. 
Kiles and seconds have become almost synonymous words, and now 
the iron messengers of our commerce fly like steam shuttles, weaving 
between us a fabric of mutual interest. May that spirit of fHendly 
emulation, enterprise, and enlightened purpose, which has given to our 
shipping interests the distinguished place they occupy throughout the 
universe, ever continue." 

The Major and Corporafcioa oi "Pot^^moTk^ \»?i«> ^«^^^ 
gnmd banquet at the Portlaikd B.o\a\ ^cyo^Ktf'^^* 
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H. Grinnell, of New York, was an honoured guest ; aad 
a large and distinguished company were also assembled. 

Mr. Croskey, the American Consul at Sonthampton, 
made an excellent speech, one or two passages of which 
arc worth placing on record : 

** Eycn in this act [the gift of the ResohUel TScglAnd must find the 
imprint of a kindred race ; and when called upon to point to tbft 
vhich she considers her greatest honour, she can, like the mother d 
the Gracchi of old, point with affectionate pride to her now AUl-gran 
oflbpring — America — and say, * In the vigorous growth of my child, 
and in the high position she has attained in the family of nations, do 
I find my chief glory.* Yes, England should glory in America'^ pntr 
perity. America rcjjoices when she hears of the increase of Brftiih 
prosperity and the extension of British empire in a legitimate din^ 
tion, for she knows that such extension is accompanied by thoie 
emblems of civilization, the lUble, the newspaper, and the plooj^^ 
she knows that wherever the banner of St. George waves there will be 
found freedom of opinion, freedom of speech, personal liberty, and that 
universal benefactor of mankind— commerce ; and therefore she re- 
joices. Why should not England also rejoice if new territory be placed 
under the benign influence of our institutions, which ensure like bene* 
fits to the world at large, and give self-government to and develop the 
natural resources of the countries that may join our Union ? The 
world is large enough for both nations to fulfil their respective mani- 
feet destinies without coming into conflict with each other. The East 
seems peculiarly the field of action, wherein the civilizing dnties of 
England must continue to be employed. The West would appear to 
be, both geographically and otherwise, the sphere in which America 
rather than England should exercise the influence which the Anglo* 
Saxon race have never failed to exercise amongst semi-barbannu 
people, or over undeveloped countries. At all events, while the 
feelings of tlie two countries are now warmed towards each other by this 
happy event, it becomes the duty of both not only to foster the present 
kindly feelings, but to adopt such course as will guard against auy- 
tiling that may tend to disturb them. Let us hear no more talk of 
war between England and America. If the words should be uttered 
or printed, let us refuse to hear them or to see them. Let each be 
chary of the other's honour and feelings as our own." 

The Queen and Prince Albert visited the ship, and, OA 
being presented to the Queen, Captain Hartstein addressed 
her as follows : — " Allow me to welcome your Maiesfy on 
board the Resolute, and, in obedience to the wifl of my 
countrymen and of the President of the United States, to 
restore her to you, not only as an evidence of a friendlr 
feeling to your sovereignty, but as a token of love, admi- 
ration, and respect to your Majesty personally." 

The Queen seemed touched by the manly simplicity of 
this fraiJc and sailorlike address, and replied, witn a gra- 
cious smile, " I thank you, sir." 

The royal party \iicien. ^e;ii\* o^ec ^ik^ ^c^^^ ^\A ^-xaoauijed 
her with manifest mletes^. , 

In the course of ex]p\aVxmig ^^ <3!a»a\.\» ^fais» KSonifi^ 
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the latter remarked that Lady Eranklin was very desirou^ 
of another expedition ffoing oat, to which Captain Hart- V- 
stein replied, " that it did not surprise him, for he thought 
it yery possible that Franklin or some of his companions 
might still be alire amon^ the Esquimaux." 

Captain Hartstein was mvited by the Queen to dine and 
to spend the night at Osborne ; and all the officers were 
permitted to visit the palace and groimds, a priyilege of 
which they availed themselves. Among the stores found 
in the Resolute were several pimcheons of fine old rum, 
which had been put on board in prime condition on her 
leaving Woolwich for the Arctic regions. One of these 
pimcheons was sent by Captain Hartstein to Prince Albert 
as a relic. 

The Resolute was visited during her stay at Portsmouth 
by Lady Franklin and her niece, and by Captain M'Clin- 
tock. Captain Sadler, Captain Eichards, Lieutenant Pim, 
and other Arctic explorers. On Christmas-day the whole 
of the crew who brought her over were regaled with an 
excdlent dinner at the George Hotel, at the expense of 
the British Government. 

Having fulfilled the kindly mission on which they had 
been sent, Captain Hartstein, his officers and crew, left on 
their return for the United States, in the American steamer' 
Washington, from Southampton, highly delighted with 
their reception. 

To use the words of a naval officer (Captain Becher) who 
has paid much attention to the investigation from first to * 
last, — 

The question of the North-west Passage, which has oc- 
cupied the attention of this country for many years, has 
at length been set at rest, and its discoverer. Sir Eobert 
M'Clure, has received his just reward. But few victories 
of any kind are ^^ained without their price ; so this conten- 
tion with thick-nbbed ice in Arctic seas has cost us dearly 
in the loss of Franklin and the gallant band of seamen by 
whom he was accompanied. A strange fatality has fol- 
lowed them. With all our efforts we have been unable to 
succour them in their distress. The different routes which 
they might have adopted to effect their object — the ever- 
changing condition of the ice through which they had to 
penetrate, now arresting their progress, and now encou- 
ra^ng it by a tempting lane — ^the risks, the delays, the 
accidents to which all navigation is ever liable, — aJl these 
have contributed to bewil&r us in attQm^\>\i^^\A \cs\:^s^^ 
eondusion as to where Fxanldm -wooVd twmX. y'^'^^^>. 
^mnd, aa to where op in what dkecViuoTL %a««^»siBfe ^^^^^ 
Ut^t, and he left us nothing to goide ^». 
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The Beyeral relief expeditions sent out to find liim Yarn 
all lamentably failrd m their object, and the tidings d 
the fate of Uie lost ones is meagre in the extreme. Skk 
enough the yoja^es and journeys hare been in their 
contributions to geography, but sadly deficient in those 
results for which &ey were destined— the aaring of frank- 
lin and his companions. 

Although these efforts have unhappily not been arowned 
with the success they deserved, they hare nerertheless led 
to the solution of the great geographical problem whidi 
so long engaged the attention of the worid, and kaTo thui 
secured to our country an honourable distincticm in Hie 
accomplishment of an enterprise whidi thiongk raceessiTe 
rei^s and for nearly three centuries had heretolore baf- 
fled every attempt. 

In December, 1856, a memorial was presented to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, by Dr. King and Lieutenant 
Pim, asking for a final expedition, which sets out as fol- 
lows : — 

** Ht Lords, — That season of the year is raphlly approaehlng what 
the icy fetters of the Arctic regions are loosened, and the Pi^r Sea is 
open to a farther search for the remains of the Franklin ezpcditioa. 
Gigantic exertions have been already made, but in all these vast eflbrti 
there has been a want of comprehensiveness, which it has since been 
proved could only result in utter failure. 

** But traces have been ibund — death traces, it is to be deplored— 
of the gallant Sir J. Franklin and his noble band : traces tliat point to 
the whereabouts of the missing ships which ssuled with so much glory 
to carry out the scientific survey propounded by yoor lorddUpa. Sines 
these traces have been found, your lordships have taken no steps to- 
wards a full and comx^rehensive search, and until your lordships shall 
follow up these traces to the uttermost, we venture respeetfblly to state 
our opinion that a stain is stamped on our national hoBour. We. 
therefore, implore your lordships to take into your oonsideratioii a 
comprehensive plan, which we now lay before yon, and which Wf 
maintain contains within itself elements of success, such aa have not 
been before brought under your lordships' notiee. We propose to 
make a combined effort by sea and by land — ^by sea, through Barrowl 
Strait and down Peel's Sound ; by land, across the continent of Ame- 
rica and down Great Fish Kiver — meeting at the magnetle pole. 
Upon the sea expedition it is proposed to use a small screw steamer, 
and upon the land journey bark canoes." 

Lieutenant Pim in a pamphlet gives an epitome of the 
case, and the renewed efforts to which in his opinion it 
ought to lead-^ 



'* 1. That the fate of the Franklin expedition has vor been 

tained. 2. That not a particle of evidence exists to prove the death 

of even one man since the «\u^% \«.tl '&e»e,\\«7 Island. 8. That tiw 

^pace to be searched 'being \\mV\ed to si'vvrf fSAsW vKa^^y) « 

In eveiy other direction, one season "w«^^ waS&tft -to ^«»x ^'^ ^a^ 

And 4. That, above aU, there \a peaX^«pe oH^ndtai'iwreCTw*, 
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being the ease, it is asked-— 1. Wlnther it is aot a dishonour to pwmit 
uncertainty upcn this purely natiowU qnestkni, and to alkm the 
honoured names of FrankUa, Craaier, and others to he branded with 
cannibaliam? 2. Whether it is not an impen^Te dnty to ooUeet 
every record of the sufferings of this heroic band, to form a page in 
history £ar the instmctioa of England's Aiture sons ? 3. Whether it is 
not consistent with the character of Englishmen to mnsB what has 
been begnn, and not to leave a very snuUl space uneiiplored as a per- 
petual Mproaeh, espedaHy whea that small space is Jtnoum to contain 
the secret which tSue nation has so long tried in vain to solve? And, 
lastly, whether the pablio will allow themselves to he stigmatLsed as 
wanting in * gratitude, ftiith, and honoor* towards those heroic men 
who willingly imperilled their lives for their country's glory, by leaving 
a doubt whether their fitte be almost worse than death — slaver:f 
amongst the Esquimaux? The sentiments of our Transatlantio 
brethren on this sufeilect art well known, and the restoration of tlw 
jReaolute complete for Aretio service is a most significant hint." 

Besides tliese considerations, it was urged tbat tbe 
lionour of the ^eatest of naval powers would be dimmad 
and tarnished if, after sending out so many costly expedi- 
tions into indefinite fields of search, it neglected to make 
this further small effort in a locality which is definite and 
well ascertained ^ that the question of whether Franklin 
had not discovered the only available north-west passage 
is involved in the procedure ; and that it is desirable to 
remove, if possible, the imputation which the story nar« 
rated to Dr. £ae easts upon the memory of those who 
are alleged to have perished on Montreal Island-Hsamalyi 
that the condition of the bodies and the contents of the 
kettles showed that they had finally resorted to cannibalism* 

A memorial signed W thirty-six eminent scientific man 
was presented to Lord Palmerston in the summer of 1856» 
nrgiimf him, on the comprehensive grounds which weare 
stated in the document, to despatch another expedition *' to 
satisfy the honour of our country, and to clear up a mystery 
which has excited the aympathv of the civilized world." 

Besides the scientific men ot this country, the learned 
and venerable Baren Alexander Yon Humboldt has ex- 
pressed his interest in and warm approval of a " last effort" 
being made to "clear up the mystery which' has excited 
the syinpathy of the dviuzed world." In a letter to Lieu- 
tenant Pim, dated December 9, 1856, he says — 

" Is it posdble that, after so many generous sacrifices made by two 
nations of the same tbm, having in thefcr pMsession part of the pro- 
perty known to belong to those yiQtias of shipwreck — after having 
reduced to such a smaU spaee the e«antry to be searched — ^is it ibaa.- 
sible, I repeat, that they do not add a iast «lEact<»'^T\\Qiv» %&V^ «^«ri> 
thing great and hazardous, for the solntioii ot IShaa w«TQr«^»X '^''^^^^^vSSiv 
Chography, ttnd even the physical knovrled^e ot tYva ^^^^"'^'^^Ji^ft^ 
Jmmensely advanced by what has been «\teaj^^ eLOxi«,\i^^ \Xv«t^^'«»' 



292 PB0eBB8» OF ABOTIC DI8COTEBY. 

a moral end to gain. There is in this enterprise an interest of senti- 
ment and of consanguinity with those we desire to save derired fron 
a soorce far above all seienoe — a sentiment vi^oh ennobles and eoi* 
soles at the same time." 

Failing in moving the Goremment to any farther 
efforts, I^y Franklin determined to despateh at her own 
private cost the e:^dition under Captain M'CIintock, the 
successful result of which I have alr^uly recorded. 

The observations which I i»»de in the Preface to the 
eighth edition of this work, pttblished in 1857, may be re- 
produced here, since the precuction has been fully verified: 

*' Very little more will probably have to be added to the 
scroll or Arctic Discovery. We may possibly hereafter 
obtain some more full details as to how lon^ fVanklin and 
his followers clxme to their ships ; where they abandoned 
them ; and how the survivors prosecuted their journ^ to 
the mainland ; and, one by one died of starvation. These 
particulars ma^ by chance be discovered through some 
stray journal, ioima by some bold adventurer undertaking 
the search. But we can hope for nothing more. The 
chart of the Arctic regions m no longer a b&nk ; we hare 
at least fiUed up the coast outlines of the American con- 
tinent and its adjacent straits and bays ; and thus much 
has been gained for Science, although at a heavy outky 
and fearfal risk. These laurels can at least be wreathed 
round Britannia's sceptre." 

Of the many heroes of Arctic history mentioned in 
these pages, most have achieved for themselves a high 
reputation, and rapid promotion has followed their perilous 
services. Some have received more distinguished honorary 
and pecuniary rewards, and a few have passed away from 
this transitory world—among the latter may be enumerated 
Sir Edward Parry, Sir John Eoss, and Sir John Eich- 
ardson, Lieutenant Hooper, and lieutenant Elane of the 
American Navy. 

An obelisk of Aberdeen granite has been erected in front 
of the Eoyal Naval Asylum, at Greenwich, to the memory 
of the gallant Lieutenant J. Bellot, of the French Eoyal 
Navy, on which the following inscription appears ;— ^ 

** To the intrepid young 

BELI.OT, 

Who in the endeavour to rescue 

Franklin 

Shared the fate and the glory of that 

from YiiB BiAUiki VkiQas^xvc^. 
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Dr. Sae and his party haYe received the Government 
reward of 10,0002. onered for the discovery of the fate of 
Pranklin, and Captain Collinson 5,0002. for making in effect 
the North-west passage. See ante, p. 186. 

In the early part of this work, I have alluded to the zeal 
of the late Sir John Barrow in promoting Arctic discovery, 
and his ener^, anxiety, and zeal have been more than 
equalled by ills son. In appreciation of the esteem and 
anection m which Mr. John Barrow is held, some 
forty of the' leading Arctic explorers presented him, in 
June, 1856, 'with a very handsome testimonial bearing the 
following inscription: — 

'* To John Barbow, Esq., F J&.S., F.B.G.S., etc. 

** In grateM remembrance of his kindness and attention, and as an 
acknowledgment of his valaable exertions in furtherance of the search 
for Sir John Franklin and his companions, an object which he 
pursued with hereditary ability, energy, and devotion, this token is 
presented by several of the officers employed in the Arctic Searching 
Expedition, 1848-54." 

About the same time an elegant and costly testimonial 
was also presented to Captam Sir Eobert M'Clure by a 
number of officers of the ifbyal Navy, in admiration of his 
intrepidity and |>erseverance in penetrating through the 
Polar Ocean in search of Franklin, which led to the solu- 
tion of the important&;eographical problem of the discovery 
of the North-west. Jrassage, and nas rendered his name 
illustrious in the naval annals of the British empire. The 
testimonial consists of a winged figure of Fame standing 
on tiptoe on the part of the globe representing the Polar 
aeas, and in .the act of blowing a trumpet. It is exquisitely 
carved in frosted silver, and stands on an ebony pedestal, 
which bears an appropriate inscription commemorating the 
services of the gsdiant Arctic navigator, and the motives in 
which the testim6nial originated. 

Captain M'Cliire^ b.esides being knighted, has received 
the gold medals of the Eoyal Geographical Societies of 
England and France. - A similar scientific compliment was 
paid to Captain Inglefield and Dr. Kane. 

The voyage of the Enterprise and Investigator, eastward 
from Beluring's Strait along the shores of Arctic America, 
has opened out a new field for commercial speculation, and 
thrown open to navigation the whole of the northern shores 
of America, of which our enterprising TraxA'aSX'Koi'cv^ 
brethren — ^whose hundred sail o£ "wmX^-^v^^ V-wi^, ^imccv:^ 
the last few years, fished in Behimft'% ^tc«i\f— ^"^ ^ovsfex.- 
less take advantage. 



PBomxM ov ijtonc bibootebt. 

ThefoUcmiiigt&lNiktiedstiteiiieiitis appended as a doer 
to the Tolnme, and m a ready reference to tke names mi 
dates of the Beyeial eipeditiani; more foil dotaals of whid 
have already been giren :— 

Axmr ^Bxsm^ ItdbOlmwMA Akxander 1818 

BucRAN and Fbaioexjii, DoroMes snd Tremt . . 1818 

iTBAllUJir : First Land E^teOlttOii 1819<81 

Faxrt, Heda and Gripm' 1819-10 

'J^XBAT, FurysoA Btdm 1881-3S 

Lton, Griper ••• 1824 

Pabbt, Zfeda and J^toy 1824-2S 

FBAHKiiiir : Second Land Expedition 182^27 

BUCHAN , f&Msom lSS6-2ft 

JoHir Koss, Vkiory • 18S9^S 

Back : Land ExpedHion 188S-8S 

Back, Snerror 18M-87 

Beak and Simpsok : Boat EzpadttiiKi . . • . • 18M-S9 

lUx: Boat Expedition ia«6-i7 

EaAKKLnr, A<flftiif and Tbrrar ..«••.. 1846-46 

BUB8EQUBNT SEABCHINa EXPBDITXOITS TO BSTSBXm 

THEIB FATE. 

Jambs Boss, jSlN<aiyiKM and JuMilrilpB^tr . • . • 1848-49 

BiCHABDSON : Boat Ejqwdition ..,•... 1848-49 

Moore, Plover 1848-52 

PniXEN: Boat Expedition 1849-51 

Hooper ; Boat Expedition ] 849-50 

SjjmOKM, Notik Star 1849-50 

"EoWiYTVLt Princt AUberi , ...••.... « 1850 

Co^HAVWOV^ Enterprise 1850-55 

H*Clure, /nee«i^ator 1850-54 

AnsiiN, Sesohite, Assistance^ Intr^pid^ and JHommt 1850-51 

JOHV Boss, Pdiss 1850-51 

PEimT, Lady FrasUMn and Bophia 1850-51 

De Haten and Kane, Adaanoe and JtescM . • . 1850-51 

TixjuviSDY (BES^An)^ Frinoe ABmt 1861-52 

Bae: Land Expedition 1851-54 

Maouire, Plover 1852-54 

Belcher, Assistance and Pioneer • 1852-54 

'EXSJUS^TT^ BuoktU sobA l9trepUL ...•••• 1859-54 

Pollen, ^orfA 5tar « . . ^ . 1653-54 

Kane, .^idoonce • 1658-55 

H^Clintock, i^te . ...*..•.... • •» 1857-59 

TEB BKP. 



** If ihe 8teamhoat €md the rttUteay have abridged time and space, amd 
made a large addition to the available length of human existence, why 
may m4A ewr inidkeiuial journey be also accelerated, our kwywledge 
more cheaply and quickly acquired, its recoi'ds rendered more acces- 
•ible and porUUe, Us cultivators increased in number, and its bles§» 
ings m^>re cheaply and widely diffused f — Quabvbblt Bxmw. 

LoHSOR: Fabbdtqdov SxssnL 

KOUTLEDGE, WAENE, and KOUTLEDaErS 

NEW AND CHEAP EDITIONS 

or 



tokri anlr l0plar Wiaxh 
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BIOOEAPHT, 

ncnoN, 

TBAySM k TOTA0BB, 
SCIENGE, 
VATUEAL EISTOBT, 

wxTK TBM ADsnexoir OT 



POKTBY 4 t he MA IIA, 
BPOSIIHG, VSKFWLf 
BELI6I0U8, JUVEMIUE, 
Aad Hr raCRTiLATIlWB 
UXEBATUIX. 



IQnstraUli ^xtsimt IMks, 



THE PQPULAB CHEAP UBBABDSB. 

10 BK OBTAINXD BT OBDBB OF ALL B00K8BLLBB8, HOME OB OOtOIUCi 

Ib ordeiiBg, qmnaHy mentioii *' BouTLiDcaf B Emmonk** 



BZ8TO 

THE AUTHOfi'B EDITIONS. 
{Formerly jpubUshed by R, BmiUey.) 

PRESCOTT'S HISTORICAL WORKS. 

LIBEAET EDITION. 

THIBD VOLUME OF THE HIBTOET OF 



THE SECOND OF SPAIN. With Portrait. Prioe 14a. 

HISTOEY OF PHILIP THE SECOND OF SPAIN. 

2 Vob. damy Sto, with Portraits, handsomely bound, 288. 

THKIUErON OP FESLDISASTD k3Sre> 'Sa.lsSBEiS-K. 



SUmdard arid Paptdar Works. 



PBESCCXTTS HISTORICAL WORKS--oon«tiMMii. 
THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. In 2 Vols, di^ 

8yo^ huidBomely bonnd, with Plates, 218. 

THE CONQUEST OF PERU. In 2 Vols, demy H 

handsomely bound, with Plates, 21s. 

HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL ESSAYS. 1 Yol 

demy 8to, handsomely bound, with Plate, 10s. 6d. 

CHARLES THE FIFTH, by Robertson, with Con- 
tinuation by Pbesoott. 2 Vols, demy 8vo, with Portraits, handsooMly 
bound, 21s. 

CA2IHXT EDITIOV. 

THIRD VOLUME OF PHILIP THE SECOND 01 

SPAIN. Post 8^0, with Portrait, 5s. 

HISTORY OF PHILIP THE SECOND OP SPADt 

2 Yds. post 8vo, with Portraits, bound, 5s. each YoL 

THE REIGN OF FERDINAND AI^D ISABELLA. 

3 Yols. post 8vo, with Plates, bound, 4s. each Yolume. 

THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 3 Vols, poet 8t«^ 

with Plates, bound, 48. each Yolume. 

THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 3 Vols, post 8v(N 

with Plates, bound, 48. each Yolume. 

HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL ESSAYS. In one 

Volume, post 8yo, with Plate, bound, 4s. 

CHARLES THE FIFTH, by Robertson, with Oaiu 

tinuation by Pbbsoott. 2 vols, post 8yo, price 5s. each VoL 

CHEAP EDITIOir. 

HISTORY OP PHILIP THE SECOND OF SPADf. 

In crown 8vo, bound, 58. With Portrait. 

THE REIGN OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA 

In crown 8vo, bound, 5s. With Portrait. 

THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. In crown 8vo, bomid, 

58. With Portrait. 

THE CONQUEST OP PERU. In crown 8vo, bound, 

5s. With Portrait. 

CHARLES THE FIFTH, by Robertsomt, with Con- 

tinuation by Prbsoott. Crown 8yo, bound, 5s. With Portrait. 

" It vroald be easy to fill our p«gM mth. tpwUmg gaotatioiis from the woria tf 
Trmoott, with battle«pieoe> TiT»ai\mgtiM»e oi »<J6^«*'^^ 1fl^^^»aM^l^ m %ewia i } p wtt y 
cfBootL with pictores of ^sutoT •»& ^L«K>^»Ml0Q. «o««A3 \«^ ^ji^iuMa -~ 



dmwB bj Thncydides. Mr.PT«ioott«w««^^2S.S!!J 
Ub tMk. He has a pure, nmpAe, •ia3i faoqjxw*. ift!5\»-% 



Bidory, i 

" tnreaqne— a quick and disoenung judgment of cluuractexw.and a oalm, generous, and 
^ anlightened spirit of philanthropy. — EdMiAwrg\ Bmiew, 

**Mr. FrewDott may take his plaoe among the really good English miters of 
\ Ustory in modem times. Mia narratire is flowing and spirited, sometimes veij 
* pfotaresque ; above all, his judgments are unaffectedly ouidid and impartial.**-^ 
t^juarterltf Bevimo, 

^'Paragraphs may be found in his volumes in which the jraoe and efegsneeof 
U Addison are combined with Bobertson's majestic cadence and Gibbon's brilliiuipy.*'— 



In 1 voL price Ss. cloth lettered. 

■ TJTJSSELL'S MODERN EUROPE EPITOMIZED. For 

-Ll/ the use of Students and Schools, with an Index, Ibnning a complete 

■ Text-Book of Modem History ; a perfect treasury of Facts, Dates, and 

tjl Important Events ; the History of Kingdoms and States, and Lives of 

celebrated Characters. By George Townsekd. 

" This is an admirably executed and elegantly printed epitome of the best modem 
Ustory in our lansuage. The epitomiser nas performed ms task in a master^ style, 

■| exercisine a sound judgment in givine prominence to the more interesting portuma 
€^ his subject, bringing them out in nm and bold relief on the map of the iMwt, and 
desoribixig them at greater length, while he has abri^ed less important matters, but 

pf without interrupting the thread of the narrative. We have thus supplied what haa 
long been wantinj; to every student of English literature— a thorougmy trustworthy 
JuuKlbook, in which the chief events of modem history are set form in a dear, con- 

^ eise. and intelligent form." — Mondna Herald. 

i All candidates for offices in her Majesty's Civil Service are examined in " Bosteirs 
Modem Europe." 

In 8 vols, post 8vo, price 18s. cloth extra. 

THE RISE OF THE DUTCH REPTTBLIO. A 
^ History. By J. Lothbop Motley. A New Edition, revised by 

the Author. 

*' A work of real historical value, the result of accurate criticism, written in a 
liberal spirit, and from first to last deepiv interesting."— ilM«mn{». 

" It abounds in new information."— -jSd;amtn«r. 

** His * Histoxy' is a work of which any country might be proud."— Prsss. 

'*G^ the scoi>e and general character of Mr. Motley's work we have given but a 
languid conception. The true merit of a great book must be leamt from tiie book 
itsdf." — Wetlmiiuter Beview, 

** Mr. Motley has searched the whole range of historical documents neoessaxy to 
the composition of his work. He has in no plaoe spared himself the labour of minute 
and critical authentication." — Leader, 

" Mr. Motley's volumes wUl well repay perusal. . . . For his learning, his liberal 
tone, and his generous enthusiasm, we heartily commend him, and bid him god> 
speed for the remainder of his interesting and heroic narrative." — Saturday BetSew. 

** This is a realty great work. It bdongs to the class of books in which we range 
our Ghrotes, Milmans, Merivales, and Macauhtys, as the glories of Euj^Ush literature 
in the department of history. . . . Mr. Motley's gifts as an historical writer are 
among tiie highest and the rarest."— JVoiieof|^bmiM£. 

" It is written with knowledge, careftilness, judgment as to the substance, and with 
fbree, life, and attractive grace of style." — Globe, 

THE BEST EPITOME OF FRENCH HISTOBT. 

In 1 vol. post 8vo, price 5s. cloth lettered. 

BONNECHOSFS HISTORY OF FRANCR The 
First English Edition with Index. Translated by W. Bab.«a^^ 
Esq., Translator of Michaud*s " History oi t^ie OrMAaJ^»&r ^'^^ 

"It is B oleverhr written volume, the traQala;doii s^ao\M&D% •«« »^ Jrp**?^^ ^ 
tbma IB DO EngUBb manual of Fxenchbiaton «Jt gum lo v^t^^^^V^ ^'^ 



Standard cmd Popukar Works. 



Price 28. bowdi^ or 28. 6d.dotii. 

PRESCOTTS ESSAYS, BIOGRAPHIOAL ASD 
ORinOAIi— Ckwopriffiig : 

C. B. Brown, the Kovelist, Inrimr'g Conqaest of GISIUldJ^ Cenranta, 

Sir Walter Scott, Chateanbriand'B Eastem Literature^ Bancroft's Uaited 
SUtes, MoU^ Italiaa Nuzativi PoetiJ^ Scottish So^ Foetiy 
and Bomance of the Italians. 

*«Wi]]iam HieUJag Prcwwtt k CBtiOBd tD thefioTCMOit p^^ 
aUesL of aU Amarioaii historutu. H« reiembles Mr. Maoanlaj in all that £9bAmm 
§at pietoresqae deUuk, pointed aneodoti^ and biographio tiiraiidi of InteraL uliefc 
|JT« to the Sistoriea oT both laeh vifidaeaa of onUtee and wannlk of lalMiat* 
The Timet. 

•' Pzeaoott'a Woria iajpoii* of atria laak Willi Am aUaat Ba^fidk hii^^ 
paraipwBlis inay be finmcf in ^Hiiflh the graea aad el egaa ee of jSdiaop aaaeoiiahaii 
with JioUrtaoa'a eadenoe aai Oibaoiira taiBiiiy.**— .Irtwaai. 

In 2 Tols. £Bap 8to^ doth boardi^ 4s.; or in doth lettered, 9s. 

BANCROFT'S HISTORY OF AMERICA, The 
Ciolonization and its Besults. With Index. 

*«* This standard Work has, in the fire volnmea, more than 0000 re f erences to fht 
best Historical Woria and lUnaaeripte ia eziateaoe. Ittakeeitaatandinlitentmv 
bT the side of Alison's " Europe/' and Macaulay's " Enjgland," Its style is loftj sod 
eKX][iient, written with candour, neither eza|0erating vicea of charaeter, nor remiBf 
national animoaitiaB, bat rendering a jnat tmnte to rixtae, whererer found. 

in fosp Svo, doth boards, eadi yoL 2s., or in doth lettered, 28. 6d. 

BANCROFrS HISTORY OF AMERICA- Vols. 3,4, 
and 5, with Index. Continuing the History from its Coloniiatioii, 
and completing a period in the History of the American Beyolution. 

This €ike»p edition of Mr. BaaerolfB staadanl Work is now oomplete aa far u hs 
haawritten it, and oontaina tiie hiatoTy of tiie AsMrioan Reivohition ootMidered insB 
its canses— the rise of the Union of the United Sti^ea from the body of tbe peopb- 
the change in the oolonial policy ofgranoe and tiie ooBaeqaeocea of tiM endeavoon 
af Great^ritain to consohdata her power over Ankariea. 

*'The narratiTe is at once hidd^eloqiient, instnutifa. and poetieaL and ttaddsd 
at intervals with thoee bright life-nke pictures for whim Mr. JianaoCt has buomn 
so flunons. In view of the mass of authorities wUdi the historian has to 
assiduonsly eolleoted, and for the careAd examination he has ^ven to oontempocaiy 
aridsDoe, he deserrea onqnalifled praise. There is a dramatie power aad rigovr ia 
ttie pages of this history which will eaose it to be esteemed, not onJ^ aa a moat niefid 
WOKS <n historical reference, bat as an bonoar to American lateratora.*' 



In fcap 8to, price 2b. doth extra; Xs. 6d« boards. 

AMERICA AND THE AMERICANR Br W. S 
Baxteb, M.P. , 

"lUs book is not one of thoee ep^hemsnl YcodinR^aBa'<iJ\D&c3DL»^n:vaa f m ^s ^ 
PMiWsaof prodwangafewhoonf emgaaemw^ms6y>>»^ateyeiwaftfc^X.1w!MiiB^, 
Mrt « is A BoUioatioii that wm iMar eo^klAna^TtCn^^ 
vftMtnsr & » oonnatad.*'-JMrs Kesawifler, 



ffistory, 5 

In 1 vol. demj 8vo, price 14n. cloth lettered. 

THE BRITISH BXPEDITION TO THE CRIMEA. 
By W. "EL BusSELL, The Times' ''SpeouaClorrespoiideirt." Beiag 
* Berued Edition ef ''l^e War,** -with additiooB and oorrectioms. IU«- 
trated with Plans of the Batdes, Woodonta, and Steel Portrait of 
Author. 



** Aa a iMlioiial lu Bt iaj of Hie fnat events of ^AaA it treats, it most ever lioSd a 
fc rwce t rank in Hm l it er aUuw afthis ocmiitry, douhfy TalnaUe as being aa aiifliiwlhi 
raeord at our teisls and TifltenMS in the Crimean Feninflul% and as the first hiitflfy 
of war ewear written iirom personal observation 1^ a professed author and dTifiaa.**** 



" It is iaqpoesible to efe t ^a sti iaate tto woA, either asanantbentio aeeordl^OBa 
I i en u K a i^ qn a iii o d sad caro ewMt a ne e d to eoHeot Acts, or as an animstad nietvaeef 




movemsnts aad jmadsnts at oaw of theaaost memorable wars ever 
Servie§ Ckusette, 

"lb. BasssO is at ooee amost xeadshle and su eees ri^ Ustoriaa aX the war ; 
Us itrikinf and faigliiy-odloared fsctaees of the events of the eampai^ will aol^ 
long be xemenbseed bgr all who read tbem, but will famish much 
for the fiitore Maoaolay of oor era."— DoiJEy BeoUmam, 

'*Thi8 wonderftd nanafive win make the name of W. H. Boss^ immortal aa the 
ehronioler of the ever memorable campaign in the Crimea." — lAoerpool Albion. 

** A memorial of the eaaipamn in tibe lUnt, tdndi erenr En^hmaaiHio loeea ta' 
read of tiie indomitdide pnux of Us eovrntiymMi will endeavour to possMir'<-» 
Sxpre8$. 

In 8 vols, poflt 8fo^ price 15s. doth lettered. 

MIOHAUD'S HISTORY OP THE CRUSADES. 
The Urst En|^h EcBtion tranakted from the French; with 
Hotes. Memoir acnd PrefiiMJe by W. BeMOK. 

"IGchaudis&itliftd, aeoorate, and learned: Ins mind ii1ofb|raQd geBeTOai,aB4 
exactlr suitaUe to the proper filling up of the history of the Cuusades."— >A£nov« 
(2na«ooir« JTi^Mias.) 



Kew Bdition, hron^t down to the Peace of Pans, 1858. 
In 4 Tola. 8to, prioe d 10b. doth lettered. 

ETTSSELL'S MODERN EUROPE, with a Tiew of tb» 
' Progress of Sodety from the Bise of the Modem Kinji^doms. A Kew 
Edition, continued to the Peace of Paris, 1856, to which is added a com* 
pendious Index compiled expressly for this Edition. 

The FoUBTH YoLUiB, from the year 1802 to 1858, ia sold aepwately, 
price 10a. 8d.; it ienns the best handbook of General History for the 
hst half-centuiy that «an he had. 

All the Candidates for the Grovanment Civil Service are exanuned in 
** Bnmll'a Modaoi finrope/' as to thuir knowledge of G^eneial Histwy* 

In small post 8vo, jprioe Sa. cloth extra. 

EMBA88I1B AND FOREIGN COURTS. A Hute> 
of Diplomacy. By The Eoynro Ekglibhman. The SeoooA 

'The "Bovhw "EaOMmam* Is a attMoal flfanmalsr. HasstitekmatUaa 

»-w>t ertHie II #1 fat ireiw, Wt sroto^ ts^> mA %iS^ ^ 

„ Tbh veiaie is aiw> an athaiisiBa ssasiail .a>i\«Ti^ •^^aw^^^ " 



«<i 




^ SUmdard tmd PcpuLar Works, 



In 2 yok. crown 870, oloth, price Sb., or in 1 toL cloth gilt^ Sb. 6(L 

THE HISTORY OF EXTRAORDINARY POPULAB 
DELUSIONS. ]^Chasl18Maokat, LL.D Tke Third Editki. 
Sliutratad with One Hundred and Twen^ Engravings, ftant acini 
V'rints and other authentic Bonroee. 

Among which will be found the following interesting subjects :— Tin 
€k>UTH SxA Bubble, The Tuupoxania, Bslios, Modebb^ Pbophbob^ 
BuxLB and Obdealb, Love of the Mabyellous, The O. P. Mania, Tbi 
Gbubades, The Witoh Maiha, The Slow Poisonebs, Hattnted Housd^ 
The Alohtiostb — Pbetended Antiquitt of the Abt, Avicevna Al- 
BXBTub liAONUs, Thomas Aquinas, Ratxond Luuj, Booeb Baooi^ 
Pope John XXII., Cobneuus Aobifpa, Pabaoslbus, Db. Deb nl 
Bdwabd Kellt, The Goskopoiite, Sendivooius, The BoaiOBUciAn^ 
Alchymical Writers of the Seyenteenth Century, Db LiIBLE^ Albib 
Aluts^ Count de St. Gebmains, Caolxostbo, Present State of thi 
flcicgioeii^ &c. — ^Fobtune-tellino, The Maonetibebs, &c. 

" TheM Toliimee will osptiyate the attention of readers who, aeoordtaig to ikir 
Vtiioiu tempers, feel either inclined to huij^ at or sigh oyer the follies of mankiBd.'' 

In 1 yol. post 8y0y price 3s. 6d. cloth lettered. 

FELICFS HISTORY OF THE PROTESTANTS OF 
FBANCE, from the Commencement of the Heformation to the 
Present Time. Translated from the Beyised and Corrected Edition. 

"It is written with both power and briUianor; its pictures are distinct and mrm 
in colour; its sketches or character, althoogh sliffht, are marked bj penetrstiitf 
intelligence and genial feeling ; its information is fiil^ and apparently sooght oat wits 
great care and research. The work naturally comes into comparison with D* Aubignf ■ 
History of the Beformation ; and it does not suffer by such comparison — it is, perhsps, 
better nistory, on the whole; although its limitations and special plan precuxde ua 
details and individual views which are the greater part of the charm of 1)' Aabign^i 
work,*'— iVimciwt^onaW. 

In small post 8yo, price Ss. doth extra, gilt. 

PICTURES FROM THE BATTLE FIELDS. By The 
BOYINO Englishitan. The Third Edition, with Illustrations fiom 
Sketches taken on the spot, and Chapters respecting — 



Scutari and its Hos- 

pitsJs. 
Miss Nightingale. 
Balaklaya. 
A Snow Storm. 



The Commissariat 

again. 
A Camp Dinner. 
The Heights before 

Sebastopol. 



The Bashi-Bazouk. 
Bussian Officers and 

Soldiers. 
The French Officer. . 
The Zouaye. 



/* Who is unfamiliar with those brilliant little sketches of travel— partioalaify tti 

JPBOtanM of TorkiBh life and maimen— fcom. the pen of the ' Boring BngKshms",* 

ttat w«re, week after week, the ^«r^ ^\A>V» 0I * ^of^oA^K^^ (st^ r— WKo did not 

ban their oolleotion into a compsa[don«toW»MdL''o\Taaft^— ^^iiV^'trSs.^^ 

trofy 'fkatf frien^^the friend of stonoat *^«TgSa?Jtrft.SS2i??^ ^*^ ' 

BooSes— Se^^K^ BnglishmaDi; tox«knati«w\«oVot ^tJua^mr* 



ROUTLEDGE'S CHEAP UTERATURE. 



BY Vfr. H. AlKBWOBTU. 

In fcap. 8vo, price One Shilling etch, bouds. 
SaixtJambs's. JamssIL (Edited by.) 

Prioe U, ftf. each, board*. 

Ml8BR*S DACOHTnU I WiMOSOK CasT1.1I. 

Gur Fawkks. I Crichton. 

FliITOB or BAOOB. I ROOKWOOD. 

SPBNDTBBirr. 

Prioe 8r.«Bdi,boerdtt or in cloth gilt, it. fti. 

TOWBa OF LOBDON. I LANOASBIBB WITOHM. 

Ou> St. Paul's. 

<* It is tearoelT siupridng that HanriMm Aintworth should have leeurtd to him- 
idf a very wide popularity, when we consider how happily he has chosen his 
themes. s<Knetimes, by the lucUest inspiraticm, a romance of captivating and en- 
thralling ftschmtions, such as ' Crichto:k/ the ' Admirable Criehum.'^ Some- 
times the scoM and the very title of some renowned structure, a palace, a prison, 
or a fortress. It is thus with the * Tower of London,' < Windsor Castle,^ * Old 
St Paul's,' tie. But the naders of Mr. Ainsworth— who niuiber thousands 
iip<m thousands— need hardly be informed of this; and now that a uniform edi- 
tion of his works is published, we do not doubt but that this large number of 
readen even will be considaably increased.'* 



] 



I 



In fcap. 8vo, price One Shilling and Sixpence each, boards. 
Wild Sports op tbb Far Wbst. 1 Piratbs op thb Mississippi. 
Price Two Shillings, boards, or cL 2«. ftl. Price One Shilling, boards. 

Two Convicts (The). I Hauntbd Housb (The). 

Fbatubrbd Arrow (The). | Golo-Dioobrs (The). 

"Gerstaecker's boolu abound in adventure and scenes of excitement; and are 
ftilly equal, in that respect, to the stories dther of Marryat, Cooper, or Dana." 



BY THB ROVING SNGIiZSHMAN. 

In fcap. 8vo, price U, boards. In fcap. 8vo, price 2$, boards. 

Tbb Rovino Englishman: or, I Turbby, by the Roving Englishman; 
Sketches on the Continent. | being Sketches from Life. 

" Who is unfamiliar with those brilliant sketches of naval, particularly the pic- 
tures of Turkish life and manners, from the pen of the * Roving Englishman,' 
and who does not hail their collection into a companionable sisea vol^e with 
delight i" 



BY Vfr. H. PBEBCOTT. 

Ib feapi 8vo, price 8*. each volume, boards ; or doth, SSi 9cU 

HitTORT OP thb RbIOB OP FBROINAND and IsABBLLA. 9 TOlSi 

History op thb Conqubst op Mbxico. S vols. 
History op thb Conoubst op Pbru. 2 vols. 
History op thb Rbton op Philip thb Sxcond. 9 vols. 
History op tbb Rbion op Cb arlxs thb Fipth. 2 vols. 
Biographical and Critical Essaya. \ ^vcA. 
HrsroBY OP THB Rbiok op Philip thb Src^owti. N^^ 



ROUTLEDQE'S CHEAP LITERATURE. 



BOUTZiBDOS'8 ORiaZWAX. XTOVEXiS. 

In Fancy Botzded Coven. 

1 Thb Cuksx ov Gold. (1«.) By R. W. Jameson. 
9 Tus FAMrLY FxuD. {2s.) By Thomai Cooper. 

3 Tea Skrf Sismaa. (1«.) By John Harw«o<i. 

4 Paioa or trs Mssa. (U,9d.) By the Author of *' 
< Frank Hilton. (8».) By James Grant. 

6 My Brother's Wirs. a«.6rf.) By Miss Edwards. 

7 Adribn. <1«. ai») By the Author ot ** Zingnk tbe G4p«y. 

8 YxLLOW Frioatr. (&.} By James Grant. 

9 EvRLYN FoRssTCR. (1«. fltt.) By Marituerite A. Fo' 

10 Harry Ooilvir. (2«.i By James Grant. 

11 Lammr of Livr. <1«. W.) By Miss Bdwasda. 
19 Thr Two Convicts. (9«.) Vf Fvedaricii 
U DRRoe, MOT WoRBS. (Sf.) By BE. Bell. 
14 Thr Fratmcrso Arrow. (S«.) By Frederick 
M TiRS or KiNVRRD. \U.%i.) ByOwen Wynn. 

16 Will hr Marry Hrr ? (S«.) By John Lanip. 

17 Srcrbt o9 a Lifb. (S».) By M. M. Bell. , 

18 Loyal Hrart; or, the Trappers. (U.8il.) 

19 Thr Bz-WiFB. (8«.) By John Lanff. 
2A. Arthur Blank. (2s.) By James Grant. 
91. Hiohlanorrs op Glen Ora. (2* ) By James Gmnt. 



BY BtXSS -n-DOtEwovrR. 

In fcap. 8vo, price One Shilling each, boards ; or, in doth* law 611. 
The Absrntbb. | MANCBUVRiifo. 

EnNVI. I VlTIAN. 

*' Sir Walter Scott, hi speakinf; of Miss Edgeworth, says, that the rich hnmour. 
pathetic tenderness, and admirable tact that she displayed in her sketches of 
character, led him first to thhik that something might be attempted for hie o«n 
country of the same kind with that which Miss Edgewoith fiMrtunntely achieved 
for hers." 



BY ZsADY CATHARZaiS IsOVO. 

In fcap. 8vo, price Two Shinings each, boards; or, in clodi ^It» 9e. 61 
Sir Roland Asjhton. | Thb First JLixuTRKAwr'a Stoby. 



BY ^XTASHZNGTON IBVISTG. 

In fcap. 8vo, price One Shilling each, boards; or, in cloth, I«. 6d. 

Oliver Goldsmith. | Knickbrbockbr'r New Y<uik. 

Lives OP Mahomet's Successors (The). I Woolpert's Roost. 
Salmagundi. 1 



/ 



BY THE MX8SB8 IVARNBR. 

In fcap. 8vo, price Two Shillings each, boards ; or, in doth, 9b. 9d, 
QuEECHY. 1 Wide, Wibb WobxiD <Th«>. 

Price Eighteenpence, Vmh^. Y Aot Otia ^sNBBedjj^ >xMB!aa. 

HIX.LS o» thb Shatbuvc CT^e^. \ 'a^ ^wt«Me%T8AR»m»^ 
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ROUTLEDGE'S 
CHEAP SERIES 



In boards, 1«. per Volume, unless specified. 
Ditto U.ed, ,» marked (*). 



Atten, 

MeteFariane. 

HUdreth. 

Mrs* Stowe. 

GoldsnUth. 

Hawthorne. 



6 Life of Nelson. 

6 Wellington. 

7 White Slave. 

8 Uncle Tom's Cabin. 

10 Vicar of Wakefield. 

11 Mosses from a Manse. 

12 Sir Robert Peel. 

13 *The Arctic Regions. Simmonds, 

16 ChristophcT Tadpole {2s.) Smith. 

17 Valentine Vox {2s.) Cocktm. 
19 *India. With Plates. Stocqiieler. 

90 W ild Sports ( 1 «. &<. ) MaxweU. 
22 Rome, and Early Christians. Ware. 
13 Gold Colonies of Australia. Earp. 

24 New Zealand. Earp. 

25 What we Did in Australia. 

26 *ShaneFadh'sWe<lding,&c. Carleton. 
29 *The Poor Scholar, &c. Carleton, 

31 Bundle of CrowquUls. Crowquill. 

32 Christmas Day. Le Ros. 

33 *Hobbs and Dobbs* Crajfon. 

34 sKTwo Years before the Mast. Dana. 

35 Representative Men. i Esnerson. 

39 Hyperion. Longfellow. 

40 Reminiscences of aPhysidan. 

46 Infidelity, its Cause and Cure. Nelson. 

47 Russia as it is. Morell. 

49 *The Lamplighter. Cummins. 

50 Turkey, Past and Present. Morett. 
56 ♦Tales. 5. Phillips. 

63 *HocheIaga. Warbwrton. 

64 *Kaloolah, or African Adventures. 

65 *Sunny Memories. Stowe. 
70 Shilling Cookeryforthe People. Soyer. 
79 *Captam Canot. Mayer. 

91 The Mountaineer. Mayo. 

92 Burmah and Burmese. M*Kenzie. 

93 Charades, Acting. Miss Bowman. 

94 Young Frank's Holidays. S. Coifne* 

95 The War. With Illustrations. 

96 Pleasures of Literature. R.A WUlmott. 

101 Transatlantic Wanderings. OMm<xon. 

102 Ruth Hall. Fanny Fern, 

104 The Crimea. C. fV. Koch. 

105 Two Artists in Spain. M*Farlane. 
109 sCAmerica and the Americans. Baxter. 
114 The Great Highway I2s.) Fullom, 

117 Female Life among the Mormons. 

118 *The Watchman. 

120 Sebastopol, the Story of its Fall. 

121 ^TheSongof Hiawatha. Lons/bUoto. 

122 * Robinson Crusoe. De Foe. 

123 ^Clement Lorimer. Reach, 

124 Rose Clark. Fanny Fern, 
132 ^Solitary Hunter (The) Palliser, 

136 Pottleton L^acy (2».) Albert SmUh, 

137 *Whom to ftiarry. M<nfhew. 
140 *Light and Darkness. Crowt, 



142 King Dobbs. Hannay. 

144 * Drafts for Acceptance. Raymond. 

145 Twenty Years After {2s.) A, Dumas. 

146 English Tnuts. Emerson. 

147 Our Miscellany. Yates <$- Brough. 
150 Marguerite de Valois {2s.) A, Dumas. 

152 * Violet, or Found at Last. M'Intosh, 

153 Sam Slick in Texas. 

154 *Home and the World. Rives. 

155 Shakespeare not an Impostor. 

159 *Flooc[and Field. MaxweU. 

162, 163. VicomtedeBragelonne, 2 vols. 

(5«.) Dumas. 

164 Four Phases of Love. G.H. Kingsley, 

165 •The Garies. F, J. fVebb. 

166 The Lucky Penny {2s.) 

Mrs. S, C. Hall. 

167 Moss Side. Harland. 

168 * Mabel Vaughan. Cummins. 

169 ^Mutiny in India. 

171 Acting Proverbs. Harwood. 

172 Greatest Plagueof Life(2«.) Mayhew. 

173 •Bums and Scott. White. 

175. ^Billets and Bivouacs. 

176. Kansas, or Squatter Life {2s.) 

Gladstone, 

178 Aldershot and All About It {2s.) 

Mrs. Young. 

179 The Sepoy Revolt (2*.) Mead. 

180 Wild Flowers, with 17I Illustra- 

tions {2s.) Thompson, 

181 Evangeline (\s.) Longfellow. 

182 Rats, with Anecdotes {2s.) 

Uncle James. 

183 Bridle Roads of Spain {2s.) Cayley. 

184 Forest Life (2s.) Newland. 

185 «Tough Yams. By the Old SaUor. 

186 *Life1n a Steamer. Sam Slide, 

187 The Attach^ {2s.) Sam Slick. 

188 Law and Lawyers. Piilson. 

189 Marvels of Science (2*.) Fullom, 

190 British Columbia and Vancouver's 

Island (Is. 6d.) Hazlitt. 

191 A Lady's Captivity among Chinese 

Pirates. Fanny Loviot. 

192 Patchwork Howard Paul. 

193 Derby Ministry (The) {IsGd.) 

Mark Rochester, 

194 Miles Standlsh and other Poems. 

LongfiUow. 

195 Eminent Men and Popular Books. 

{2s, 

196 Prescott's Philip the Second. V6L S. 

{2s,) 

197 Burns* Poetical Works {is,) 
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